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1 Summary
A programme of historic building recording was carried out by Colchester 
Archaeological Trust on two WWII-era military huts at Great Easton Manor, Dunmow 
Road, Great Easton, Essex. The huts recorded were a concrete-asbestos Handcraft 
Hut and a sectional timber hut, which were likely relocated from the nearby RAF Great 
Dunmow in the early 1950’s. Both huts were probably first used for barrack 
accommodation on the temporary airfield, sold off after RAF Great Dunmow was 
closed and subsequently used for farm storage.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report of a historic building recording carried out on two WWII era 
huts at Great Easton Manor, Dunmow Road, Great Easton, Essex. The recording work
was commissioned by Samuel Bampton (Pelham Structures) on behalf of the 
homeowner and was carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) on 3rd April
2023. The site is located in the grounds of Great Easton Manor at NGR TL 61184 
24894 (Fig 1).

A planning application (UTT/22/3361/HHF) was submitted to Uttlesford District Council 
in 2022 for the proposed demolition of 2 no. existing outbuildings and construction of 
additional garaging, a workshop and tractor store.

In response to this application, the Place Services Historic Environment Advisor (HEA) 
recommended to the council that a Historic England building recording be made of the 
huts prior to any demolition works (ECC 2023). This recommendation was given due to
the huts association with the 20th-century house of Battailes. The recommendation 
was based on the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021).

A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the building recording was prepared by 
Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT 2023) and agreed with the HEA. All work was 
carried out in accordance with this WSI.

All work was carried out according to standards and practices contained in the 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (2014a), 
Standard and guidance for archaeological investigation and recording of standing 
buildings or structures (2014b), Management of research projects in the historic 
environment (Historic England 2015), Standards for field archaeology in the East of 
England (EAA 14) and Research and Archaeology Revised: A Revised Framework for 
the East of England (EAA 24). In addition, the guidelines contained in Understanding 
Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (Historic England 2016) were 
followed.

3 Aims 
The aim of the building recording was to provide a detailed record and assessment of 
the huts prior to any demolition work. The building recording was carried out to Level 3 
(Historic England 2016) which is defined as:

“Level 3 is an analytical record and will comprise an introductory description followed 
by a systematic account of the building’s origins, development and use. The record will
include an account of the evidence on which the analysis has been based, allowing the
validity of the record to be re-examined in detail. It will also include all drawn and 
photographic records that may be required to illustrate the building’s appearance and 
structure and to support an historical analysis.

The information contained in the record will for the most part have been obtained 
through an examination of the building itself. The documentary sources used are likely 
to be those which are most readily accessible, such as historic Ordnance Survey 
maps, trade directories and other published sources. The record may contain some 
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discussion the building’s broader stylistic or historical context and importance. It may 
form part of a wider survey of a number of buildings which will aim at an overall 
synthesis, such as a thematic or regional publication, when the use of additional 
source material may be necessary as well as a broader historical and architectural 
discussion of the buildings as a group.”

In particular the record considered:
    • Plan and form of the site.
    • Materials and method of construction.
    • Date(s) of the structure(s).
    • Original function and layout.
    • Original and later fixtures and fittings.
    • The significance of the site in its immediate local context.

4 Methodology
The following are included in this report:

 A documentary, cartographic and pictorial survey of the evidence pertaining to 
the history and evolution of the site.

 A large-scale block plan of the site.
 Annotated and phased floor-plan of the building at a scale of 1:50.
 A description of the building. The description addresses features such as 

materials, dimensions, method of construction and phasing.
 A photographic record, comprising digital photographs of both general shots 

and individual features. Selected examples of the photographic record are 
clearly tied into the drawn record and reproduced as fully annotated 
photographic plates supporting the text. The photographic record is 
accompanied by a photographic register detailing location and direction of shot
(Appendix 1).

5 Historical background (Fig 1)
The following background includes extracts of the Essex Historic Environment Records
(EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via 
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk ) and the RAF Museum Archive.

The two huts detailed in this report are dated to the Second World War and are 
associated with the temporary airfields of the RAF. One is a Handcraft Hut and the 
other a sectional timber hut. They are located in the grounds of Great Easton Manor, 
formerly known as Battailes, which was also constructed in the early 20th century. 
Cartographic evidence indicates the huts were erected at Great Easton Manor 
between 1951 and 1953. They do not appear on the 1951 6-inch OS map (Map 1) but 
are present on the 1952/3 OS National Grid Map (Map 2). They were most likely 
relocated from the nearby RAF Great Dunmow.  

Map 1  Extract of the 1951 6-inch OS map, the rough location of the huts highlighted in
purple.
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Map 2  Extract of the 1952/3 OS National Grid Map. The huts recorded highlighted in 
purple.

RAF Great Dunmow (EHER 14070) was located approximately 2.5km to the south-
west of the development site. Under overall control of RAF Stradishall, the airfield was 
constructed by US army personnel in 1941/2. It was used by both the Royal Air Force 
and the United States Army Air Forces during WWII, primarily as a bomber airfield. The
site had a dispersed layout, meaning it was spread over a wide area so as to minimise 
widespread damage in the case of attack. It was closed in 1948 and in 1950 the land 
was returned to the Grenville family (Bowyer 1979).

Plate 1  Extract of the dispersed site plan of RAF Great Dunmow (RAF Museum ref: 
MPC77/1/545).

Although during the interwar period numerous permanent new airfields were 
constructed (a time know as the RAF Expansion Period), after WWII started it was 
quickly recognised that many more airfields would be required. The permanent 
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buildings of pre-war airfields were neither economical in materials used, nor in speed 
of construction, therefore a rapid redesign using temporary structures was needed 
(Francis 2016).

The buildings were primarily constructed from timber but, by 1940, timber shortages 
became so severe that the Ministry of Supply1 were forced to develop huts that utilised 
alternative materials. By 1942, the Ministry of Works2 were in charge of supplies and 
had introduced pre-fabricated asbestos hutting. After the end of the war, many of the 
temporary airfields were shut, the land either returned to previous owners or sold, and 
many of the buildings auctioned off (Francis 2016).

The Handcraft Hut was a prefabricated concrete-asbestos hut produced by the 
Universal Asbestos Company. The hut came into production around 1942 and was 
used primarily for barrack accommodation (Draper 2017). The Handcraft Hut is often 
misidentified as a Nissen Hut due to its similar shape, however, the Handcraft Hut is a 
seven-side arch whereas a Nissen Hut has a curved arch shape.

Plate 2  The Handcraft Hut diagrammatic sketch (courtesy of the Airfield Research 
Group)

Prior to the start of the war, the Air Ministry3 predominantly relied on two standard 
sectional timber hut designs: Type A and Type B. They were designed to be adaptable 
and extendable, to fulfil a variety of purposes, as they were constructed from sectional 
units bolted together (Draper 2017). However, it became necessary, in the interest of 
timber economy and production speed, to develop alternatives to the Type A and B 
huts and the ‘X’, ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ huts were conceived (MoD 1997). They represented less-
sturdy iterations of the earlier huts by using less timber. The Ministry of Supply Timber 
Hut (also know as the Magnet Timber Hut) was designed to be an improvement on the 
‘X’, ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ huts. The Ministry of Supply Timber Hut was manufactured by Magnet 
Limited and came into production around 1941. Due to the similarities in design 

1 The Ministry of Supply was a government department, formed in 1939, that co-ordinated the supply
of equipment to all three British armed forces.

2 The Ministry of Works was a government department, formed in 1940, that organised the 
requisitioning of properties for wartime use.

3 The government department responsible for managing the affairs of the RAF from 1918 until 1964.
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between all the types of sectional timber huts developed around this time, it’s difficult to
assign a hut-type to the sectional timber hut recorded at Great Easton Manor. 

Photograph 1  Air Ministry Type A Hut (photograph reproduced from British Military 
Airfield Architecture: From Airships to the Jet Age, 1996).

6 Building recording descriptive record (Fig 2-11)

Handcraft Hut
Exterior
The Handcraft hut is aligned roughly north-east/south-west. It measures 11.43m by 
6.45m, covering an area of approximately 74m2. It is supported on a concrete plinth on 
the northern and southern elevations. The main body of the hut is constructed from 
corrugated concrete-asbestos sheets in a seven-sided arch shape. The eastern and 
western elevations are constructed from frogged red brick (brick dimensions: 225 x 105
x 65mm) laid in English bond. The brickwork at either end of the hut is not original to 
hut and was likely added when the hut was relocated. Damage to the brickwork on the 
western elevation has revealed the brick manufacturer to be Whittlesea Central Brick 
Company. 

Photograph 2  Northern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south 
south-west.

5



CAT Report 1934: Historic building recording of two WWII-era huts at Great Easton Manor, Dunmow Road, Great
Easton, Essex, CM6 2DL: April 2023

The western elevation is dominated by set of timber double doors, which are 
strengthened by diagonal wind-braces in the frame. The lintel of the doorway is two 
rows of brick, laid header bond. The eastern elevation has a single timber stable door 
with a slightly arched brick lintel. The top course of bricks on both elevations are 
stretchers laid on edge. 

The northern and southern elevations both have two metal framed windows. They are 
all three-light with a top awning opening and appear to be original to the hut.

Photograph 3  Detail of bricks above door of western wall of the handcraft hut. 
Photograph taken facing west.

Photograph 4  Western elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-
east.
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Photograph 5  Southern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-
west.

Photograph 6  Eastern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-
west.
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Photograph 7  Detail of window on southern 
elevation of the handcraft hut. 
Photograph taken facing north-
west.

Interior
On the interior, the arch of the Handcraft Hut is lined with the original asbestos-cement 
sheeting, while the eastern and western walls are plain brick. The floor is poured 
concrete with a step at the eastern end. There are four windows – two in the northern 
wall and two in the southern wall. There is a door at the eastern and western ends of 
the hut. 

Photograph 8  Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south.
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Photograph 9  Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north.

Sectional Timber Hut
For ease of description, the sectional timber hut has been divided into ‘the sectional 
timber hut’, ‘extension 1’, ‘extension 2’ and ‘extension 3’. See Fig 6 for locations. 
Extension 2 was inaccessible at the time of recording.

Photograph 10  Western elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken 
facing north-east.

Exterior
The sectional timber hut is aligned north-west/south-east with later additions to the 
north-east. It measures 9.21m by 3.68m covering an area of 34m2 (with extensions: 
11.62m by 9.21m covering 107m2). The sectional timber hut is supported on concrete 
foundations while the extensions are on red brick foundations. 
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The roof of the sectional timber hut is gabled at both ends and clad in corrugated 
concrete-asbestos. The roof of extensions 1 and 2 are both mono-pitched and clad in 
corrugated concrete-asbestos while extension 3 has an open roof covered with chicken
wire. 

Photograph 11  Northern elevation of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing 
south-east.

The western elevation is clad in weatherboard. There are two twelve-light casement 
windows, one at each end of the elevation, and a set of double timber doors which are 
offset from the centre. The doors and windows are all replacement.

On the northern elevation, the sectional timber hut and extension 1 are clad in 
weatherboard. Extension 1 has a single timber door and a single-light fixed window. 
The lower half of extension 3 is red brick laid in Flemish bond (brick dimensions: 225 x 
110 x 65mm) and the upper is a timber frame covered with chicken wire. There is a 
single door in the centre of extension 3.

On the eastern elevation extension 2 is red brick laid in Flemish bond (brick 
dimensions: 230 x 105 x 65mm). The lower half of extension 3 is red brick laid in 
Flemish bond and the upper is a timber frame covered with chicken wire.

On the southern elevation, the sectional timber hut and extension 1 are clad in 
weatherboard. Extension 1 has a single timber door. Extension 2 is red brick laid in 
Flemish bond with weatherboard above. 

10



CAT Report 1934: Historic building recording of two WWII-era huts at Great Easton Manor, Dunmow Road, Great
Easton, Essex, CM6 2DL: April 2023

Photograph 12  Southern elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken 
facing north-west.

Interior
The roof of the sectional timber hut comprises pairs of double rafters, which straddle 
the tie-beams and rise to meet at the apex of the roof. There are three through-purlins 
on each roof pitch and king posts rising from the tie-beams. The tie-beams are 
supported on wall-plates on both walls. All of the timbers in the frame of the sectional 
timber hut are machine cut.

The northern, southern and western walls are clad in white fibreboard while the eastern
wall is the bare timber-frame. There is a door and two windows in the western wall and 
an inserted door in the eastern wall. The floor is poured concrete.

Photograph 13  Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-
west.
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Photograph 14  Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing east.

The roof of extension 1 consists of single rafters rising from the eastern wall plate to 
meet the western wall, with two through-purlins. 

The western wall is the original eastern elevation of the sectional timber hut and is clad
in weatherboard, while the eastern wall is red brick in a rough Flemish bond. There is 
an inserted door in the western wall. The northern and southern walls are both timber. 
The northern wall has a door and window and the southern wall a single blocked 
doorway. There is a crude dividing wall, constructed from timber, chicken wire and 
fibreboard, segregating roughly the north third of extension 1. The floor is poured 
concrete. 

Photograph 15  Internal view of extension 1. Photo taken facing north-west.
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Extension 3 is a flat-roofed timber-frame supported on a red brick plinth. The timber 
frame is covered in chicken wire. There is a door in the northern and southern wall. 
The floor is poured concrete. 

7 Discussion
During the interwar period, the RAF initially decreased in size as the nation believed 
another major war was unlikely. After 1934, it became clear that Germany had begun 
an extensive rearmament programme and were once again becoming a threat. In the 
years leading up to and during WWII, the RAF saw a period of rapid expansion during 
which a number of temporary airfields were established. In the course of the conflict, 
some 450 new service airfields were established (Francis 2016). 

Constructed solely of buildings with a transitory nature, the newly-constructed airfields 
were designed to only last the duration of the war. The buildings were a complete 
contrast to the those of a permanent airfield – mainly single-storey brick or 
prefabricated as opposed to the comprehensive, uniform architecture previously 
adopted by the RAF (Francis 2016).  Over 50 different types of temporary hut were 
developed for the WWII, this wide variety can be attributed to the governments reliance
on civilian engineers, architects and builders (in WWI, the Royal Engineers were 
primarily responsible for hut designs, but they were generally deployed during WWII) 
(Draper 2018). 

At the beginning of the war, the standard prefabricated huts used were the Type A and 
B huts, sectional timber huts that could be adapted for many uses. They were 
subsequently replaced by the ‘X’, ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ huts and then the Magnet Hut due to 
timber shortages (MoD 1997). All similar in style and constructed from pre-made 
panels bolted together, the main difference between the huts was the quality of 
materials used. Due to the similarities in design between all the types of sectional 
timber huts developed around this time, its difficult to assign a hut-type to the sectional 
timber hut recorded at Great Easton Manor.

As the war progressed and construction materials became sparser and sparser, 
particularly timber and steel, it became essential to develop different designs that 
utilised other materials. Methods of control were applied to some construction 
materials, mainly timber and steel, which was integral to the development of temporary
hutting. Builders and architects from around the country responded to the need for 
temporary hutting with designs which incorporated materials such as concrete, 
asbestos, plywood, plasterboard and sawdust (Draper 2018). At this time, the pre-
fabricated concrete-asbestos hut came to the forefront.

The Handcraft Hut was a prefabricated concrete-asbestos hut produced by the 
Universal Asbestos Company from 1942 onwards. The Handcraft Hut required no 
framing and was constructed from ready-shaped concrete-asbestos sheets that 
needed bolting together. The short-ends of the hut could be constructed from whatever
material was readily available at the time, at no time during the war was there sufficient
stocks of any one type material that led to the long-term adoption of one particular type
(MoD 1997). 

At the end of the war, many of the temporary airfields were closed and the land either 
returned to the owner or sold off. In many cases, the temporary buildings of the 
airfields were auctioned separately, after the landowner was given first refusal (Francis
2016).

It seems likely the two huts recorded at Great Easton Manor were purchased from RAF
Great Dunmow, after its closure in 1950. At first glance the huts seem uninteresting 
due to their modern age and lacklustre appearances, particularly considering modern-
day knowledge on the dangers of asbestos, but the survival and utilisation of these 
huts does attest to the ‘make do and mend’ attitude adopted and embraced by the 
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British people after the war. The armed forces may have seen the temporary hutting of 
the Second World War as disposable but the local farmers saw an opportunity to 
expand their existing stock of farm-buildings with ready-made, transportable and easily
adaptable structures. This secondary use preserved these military buildings which 
otherwise would probably have completely disappeared from the historic record.
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Appendix 1:
Full digital photographic record 
GEAGE23_Photograph_001.JPG   Western elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing 

north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_002.JPG   Detail of door on western elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph

taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_003.JPG   Northern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing 

east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_004.JPG   Northern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing 

south south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_005.JPG   Detail of window on northern elevation of the handcraft hut. 

Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_006.JPG   Detail of window on northern elevation of the handcraft hut. 

Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_007.JPG   Eastern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing 

south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_008.JPG   Detail of door on eastern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_009.JPG   Detail of light fixture on eastern elevation of the handcraft hut. 

Photograph taken facing west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_010.JPG   Southern elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing 

north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_011.JPG   Detail of window on southern elevation of the handcraft hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_012.JPG   Detail of window on southern elevation of the handcraft hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_013.JPG   Detail of window on northern wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_014.JPG   Detail of window on northern wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_015.JPG   Detail of window on southern wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_016.JPG   Detail of window on southern wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_017.JPG   Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-

east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_018.JPG   Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north.
GEAGE23_Photograph_019.JPG   Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south.
GEAGE23_Photograph_020.JPG   Internal view of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-

west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_021.JPG   Detail of bricks above door of western wall of the handcraft hut. 

Photo graph taken facing west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_022.JPG   Detail of bricks above door of western wall of the handcraft hut. 

Photo graph taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_023.JPG   Detail of doorway of western wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_024.JPG   Detail of doorway on eastern wall of the handcraft hut. Photograph 

taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_025.JPG   Detail of post-hole in floor of the handcraft hut.
GEAGE23_Photograph_026.JPG   Detail of roof of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-

east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_027.JPG   Detail of roof of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-

west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_028.JPG   Western elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken 

facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_029.JPG   Detail of doorway on western elevation of the sectional timber hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_030.JPG   Detail of window on western elevation of the sectional timber hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_031.JPG   Detail of window on western elevation of the sectional timber hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_032.JPG   Southern elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken 

facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_033.JPG   Southern elevation of sectional timber hut showing modern 

extensions. Photograph taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_034.JPG   Detail of doorway on southern elevation of modern extension of 

sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-west.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_035.JPG   Eastern elevation of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing 
south-west.

GEAGE23_Photograph_036.JPG   Northern elevation of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing 
south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_037.JPG   Detail of doorway on northern elevation of modern extension of 
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_038.JPG   Detail of window on northern elevation of modern extension of 
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_039.JPG   Detail of doorway on northern elevation of modern extension to 
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_040.JPG   Detail of brick plinth on northern elevation of modern extension of 
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south.

GEAGE23_Photograph_041.JPG   Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_042.JPG   Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south.
GEAGE23_Photograph_043.JPG   Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-

west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_044.JPG   Internal view of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north.
GEAGE23_Photograph_045.JPG   Detail of window in western wall of sectional timber hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_046.JPG   Detail of window in western wall of sectional timber hut. Photograph 

taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_047.JPG   Detail of internal door in eastern wall of sectional timber hut. 

Photograph taken facing north-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_048.JPG   Detail of stamp on rafter in sectional timber hut. Photograph taken 

facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_049.JPG   Detail of truss in sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing 

north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_050.JPG   Detail of exterior doorway in western wall of sectional timber hut. 

Photograph taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_051.JPG   Detail of interior wall cladding in sectional timber hut. Photograph 

taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_052.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photograph taken facing north.
GEAGE23_Photograph_053.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photo taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_054.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_055.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_056.JPG   Detail of internal door between sectional timber hut and extension 1.

Photograph taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_057.JPG   Detail of original exterior wall of sectional timber hut within extension

1. Photograph taken facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_058.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photograph taken facing north.
GEAGE23_Photograph_059.JPG   Internal view of extension 1. Photograph taken facing east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_060.JPG   Detail of partition wall in extension 1. Photograph taken facing 

south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_061.JPG   Detail of window of northern wall of extension 1. Photograph taken 

facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_062.JPG   Detail of window in northern wall of extension 1. Photograph taken 

facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_063.JPG   Internal view of extension 3. Photograph taken facing south. 
GEAGE23_Photograph_064.JPG   Internal view of extension 3. Photograph taken facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_065.JPG   Detail of poultry door between extension 1 and 3. Photograph taken 

facing south-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_066.JPG   Detail of door in northern wall of extension 3. Photograph taken 

facing north-west.
GEAGE23_Photograph_067.JPG   Internal view of extension 2. Photograph taken facing east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_068.JPG   Detail of doorway between extensions 2 and 3. Photograph taken 

facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_069.JPG   Location shot. Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_070.JPG   Location shot. Photograph taken facing south-east.
GEAGE23_Photograph_071.JPG   Location shot. Photograph taken facing north.
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Fig 2  Handcraft hut floor plan. Location and direction of photographs reproduced in the text shown.
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0 2 mFig 3  Eastern (bottom) and western (top) elevations of the Handcraft hut.
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Fig 4  Northern elevation of the Handcraft hut.
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Fig 5  Southern elevation of the Handcraft hut.
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Fig 6  Sectional timber hut floor plan. The original footprint of the hut highlighted in green. Location and direction of photographs reproduced in the text shown.
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Fig 7  Western elevation of the sectional timber hut.
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Fig 8  Northern elevation of the sectional timber hut.
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Fig 9  Eastern elevation of the sectional timber hut.
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Fig 10  Southern elevation of the sectional timber hut.
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Fig 10  Truss cross section of the sectional timber hut.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_001.JPG  Western elevation of the
handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_002.JPG  Detail of door on w estern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_003.JPG  Northern elevation of the
handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_004.JPG  Northern elevation of the
handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south south-w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_005.JPG  Detail of w indow  on northern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_006.JPG  Detail of w indow  on northern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_007.JPG  Eastern elevation of the
handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_008.JPG  Detail of door on eastern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-
w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_009.JPG  Detail of light f ixture on eastern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_010.JPG  Southern elevation of the
handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_011.JPG  Detail of w indow  on southern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-
w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_012.JPG  Detail of w indow  on southern
elevation of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-
w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_013.JPG  Detail of w indow  on northern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_014.JPG  Detail of w indow  on northern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_015.JPG  Detail of w indow  on southern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_016.JPG  Detail of w indow  on southern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_017.JPG  Internal view  of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_018.JPG  Internal view  of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing north.

GEAGE23_Photograph_019.JPG  Internal view  of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing south.

GEAGE23_Photograph_020.JPG  Internal view  of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_021.JPG  Detail of bricks above door of
w estern w all of the handcraft hut. Photo graph taken facing w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_022.JPG  Detail of bricks above door of
w estern w all of the handcraft hut. Photo graph taken facing north-
east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_023.JPG  Detail of doorw ay of w estern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_024.JPG  Detail of doorw ay on eastern
w all of the handcraft hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_025.JPG  Detail of post-hole in f loor of the
handcraft hut.

GEAGE23_Photograph_026.JPG  Detail of roof of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_027.JPG  Detail of roof of the handcraft
hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_028.JPG  Western elevation of the
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_029.JPG  Detail of doorw ay on w estern
elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing
north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_030.JPG  Detail of w indow  on w estern
elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing
north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_031.JPG  Detail of w indow  on w estern
elevation of the sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing
north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_032.JPG  Southern elevation of the
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_033.JPG  Southern elevation of sectional
timber hut show ing modern extensions. Photograph taken facing
north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_034.JPG  Detail of doorw ay on southern
elevation of modern extension of sectional timber hut. Photograph
taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_035.JPG  Eastern elevation of sectional
timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_036.JPG  Northern elevation of sectional
timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_037.JPG  Detail of doorw ay on northern
elevation of modern extension of sectional timber hut. Photograph
taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_038.JPG  Detail of w indow  on northern
elevation of modern extension of sectional timber hut. Photograph
taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_039.JPG  Detail of doorw ay on northern
elevation of modern extension to sectiona timber hut. Photograph
taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_040.JPG  Detail of brick plinth on northern
elevation of modern extension of sectional timber hut. Photograph
taken facing south.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_041.JPG  Internal view  of sectional timber
hut. Photograph taken facing east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_042.JPG  Internal view  of sectional timber
hut. Photograph taken facing south.

GEAGE23_Photograph_043.JPG  Internal view  of sectional timber
hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_044.JPG  Internal view  of sectional timber
hut. Photograph taken facing north.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_045.JPG  Detail of w indow  in w estern w all
of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_046.JPG  Detail of w indow  in w estern w all
of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_047.JPG  Detail of internal door in eastern
w all of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_048.JPG  Detail of stamp on rafter in
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing south-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_049.JPG  Detail of truss in sectional timber
hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_050.JPG  Detail of exterior doorw ay in
w estern w all of sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing
south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_051.JPG  Detail of interior w all cladding in
sectional timber hut. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_052.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photograph taken facing north.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_053.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photo taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_054.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_055.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photograph taken facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_056.JPG  Detail of internal door betw een
sectional timber hut and extension 1. Photograph taken facing
south-w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_057.JPG  Detail of original exterior w all of
sectional timber hut w ithin extension 1. Photograph taken facing
south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_058.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photograph taken facing north.

GEAGE23_Photograph_059.JPG  Internal view  of extension 1.
Photograph taken facing east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_060.JPG  Detail of partition w all in
extension 1. Photograph taken facing south-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_061.JPG  Detail of w indow  of northern w all
of extension 1. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_062.JPG  Detail of w indow  in northern w all
of extension 1. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_063.JPG  Internal view  of extension 3.
Photograph taken facing south.

GEAGE23_Photograph_064.JPG  Internal view  of extension 3.
Photograph taken facing north-w est.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_065.JPG  Detail of poultry door betw een
extension 1 and 3. Photograph taken facing south-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_066.JPG  Detail of door in northern w all of
extension 3. Photograph taken facing north-w est.

GEAGE23_Photograph_067.JPG  Internal view  of extension 2.
Photograph taken facing east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_068.JPG  Detail of doorw ay betw een
extensions 2 and 3. Photograph taken facing south-east.
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GEAGE23_Photograph_069.JPG  Location shot. Photograph taken
facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_070.JPG  Location shot. Photograph taken
facing south-east.

GEAGE23_Photograph_071.JPG  Location shot. Photograph taken
facing north.
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Site location and description
The site is located in the grounds of Great Easton Manor, Dunmow Road, Great Easton, 
Essex. The site is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) TL 61184 24894.
       
                                                                                                                                                     
Proposed work 
The proposed development consists of the demolition of two existing structures and 
construction of a garage, a workshop and a tractor store.
                                                                             

Archaeological background                                                                            
The following archaeological background includes extracts of the ECC Brief (ECCPS 2023) 
and Essex Historic Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall,
Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk  ).  

The buildings proposed for demolition are 20th century in date and probably associated with 
WWII military defences. They are located in the grounds of Great Easton Manor, formerly 
know as Battailes, which was also constructed in the early 20th century. Although previously 
identified as a Nissen Hut, the domed building is actually more likely to be a Handcraft Hut. 
The other is a sectional timber hut with later extensions. It seems unlikely these buildings 
stand in their original positions as neither are present on historic mapping, it seems more 
plausible they were relocated from the nearby RAF Great Dunmow.

RAF Great Dunmow (EHER 14070) was located 2.5km to the south-west of the development 
site. It was opened in 1943 and was used by both the Royal Air Force and the United States 
Army Air Forces during WWII, primarily as a bomber airfield. It was closed in 1948 and in 
1950 the land returned to the Grenville family.

Although during the interwar period numerous permanent new airfields were constructed (a 
time know as The RAF Expansion Period), after WWII started it was quickly recognised that 
many more airfields would be required. Pre-war building standards were decided to be too 
expensive so new airfields were built to temporary standards and not expected to survived 
past the end of the war. Runways were laid out in an A-shape and temporary buildings and 
hangers erected. After the end of the war, many of the temporary airfields were shut, the land
returned to previous owners or sold and many of the buildings auctioned separately (Francis 
2016).

Map 1  Extract of the 1920 25-inch OS map. The rough location of the huts highlighted in 
purple.



          
Planning background                                                                  
A planning application (UTT/22/3361/HHF) was submitted to Uttlesford District Council in 
December 2022 for the proposed demolition of 2 no. existing outbuildings and construction of
additional garaging, a workshop and tractor store.
                                                                                                                                                    
As the buildings to be demolished have been highlighted by the EHER as having associations
with the 20th century house of Battailes, an archaeological condition of historic building 
recording was recommended. This recommendation follows the guidelines given in National 
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021).
                                                                                                                                                    
                                                     
Requirement for work (Figs 1)
The required archaeological work will consist of a Historic England Level 3 historic building 
recording prior to the conversion. Details are given in a Project Brief written by CBCAA (Brief 
for Historic Building Recording at Great Easton Manor, Dunmow Road, Great Easton – 
ECCPS 2023).

Specifically, the record will consider:
 Plan form of the site 
 Materials and method of construction
 A measured survey including floor plans, elevation and sections
 Photographic record accompanied by appropriate photographic register
 Date(s) of the structure
 Function and internal layout
 Fixtures and fittings
 The significance of the site on a regional context
 Context of the buildings within their immediate contemporary landscape

General methodology                                                                                       
All work carried out by CAT will be in accordance with: 

 Professional standards of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, including its 
Code of Conduct (CIfA 2014a-c)

 East of England Standards and Frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology 
(Gurney 2003, Medlycott 2011)  and the recent review updates on 
https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/

 Relevant Health & Safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2023)
 the Project Brief issued by ECC Historic Environment Advisor (ECCPS 2023)

Professional CAT field archaeologists will undertake all specified archaeological work, for 
which they will be suitably experienced and qualified.

Notification of the supervisor/project manager's name and the start date for the project will be 
provided to the ECCHEA one week before start of work.
                            
Unless it is the responsibility of other site contractors, CAT will study mains service locations 
and avoid damage to these. 

At the start of the project (when the WSI is written) an OASIS online record 
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be initiated and key fields completed (Activity type, 
Location and Reviewers/Admin areas). At the end of the project all parts of the OASIS online 
form will be completed for submission to the EHER. This will include an uploaded .PDF 
version of the entire report. 
                                                                            
A project or site code will be sought from the ECCHEA and/or the curating museum, as 
appropriate to the project. This code will be used to identify the project archive when it is 
deposited at the curating museum.



Staffing
The number of field staff for this project is estimated as follows: 

 HBR: one historic building recorder for one day

In charge of day-to-day site work: Sarah Veasey

Historic building recording methodology 
A Historic England Level 3 building survey will be carried out prior to building conversion. The
resultant report will include the following.

A brief documentary, cartographic and pictorial survey of the evidence pertaining to the 
history and evolution of the building and the site will be made. Sources consulted will include:

 Essex Historic Environment Record.
 Essex Records Office.
 Local Studies Library
 The site owner/developer.

A large-scale block plan will be made of the site using existing architect’s drawings or the 
current OS 1:2500 map extract. The position of the building will be shown and any adjacent 
buildings will be given a unique identifier noting date of construction and function (where 
known).
 
The building will be described in as much detail as possible. The description will address 
materials, dimensions, method of construction, joinery, fenestration, spatial configuration, 
phasing, and any evidence of original fixtures/fittings. 

Based on existing architect’s plans and using Historic England (2016 and RCHME 1996) 
conventions floor plans at scale 1:100 will be made of the building/s affected by the 
proposals. Doors, windows, internal divisions, truss positions, together with any surviving 
fixtures/fittings will be shown together with any evidence of phasing. 

A 1:50 scale section of the best preserved truss in each building will be drawn. This will 
include a truss least impacted by modern alterations and it's position will be accurately 
located on the plan. The cross section will show all major component, carpentry marks, joints 
and evidence of phasing etc.

A full colour photographic record will be made comprising both general and detailed shots 
(external and internal/features/joinery/timber marks/etc). A photographic scale will be 
included in photographs. The photographic record will be accompanied by a photographic 
register detailing (as a minimum) location and direction of shot; where possible, the 
photographic record will be tied into the drawn record. 

The guidelines contained in Historic England: Understanding Historic Buildings. A guide to 
good recording practice (2016) will be adhered to. In addition, RCHME: Descriptive 
Specification 3rd Edition, CIfA’s Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation 
and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures (2015) and the appropriate sections of the 
Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (East Anglian Archaeology occasional
paper 14, 2003) and Research and Archaeology Revised: A Revised Framework for the East 
of England (EAA 24, 2011) and Management of research projects in the historic environment 
(MoRPHE, 2015) will be used for additional guidance in the design of the project 
specification, the contents of the report, and for the general execution of the project.

Results 
Notification will be given to the ECCHEA when the fieldwork has been completed. 



An appropriate archive will be prepared to minimum acceptable standards outlined in 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England 2015).

The report will be submitted within 6 months of the end of fieldwork, with a copy supplied to 
the Historic Environment Advisor as a single PDF. 

The historic building recording report will contain:
 The aims and methods adopted in the course of the investigation. 
 A brief history of the buildings and their context, including the development of the 

site, its original design, the date, the form and function of the building and any 
significant modifications.

 Location maps, plans and annotated drawings tied into the OS Grid.
 Labelled re-productions of a representative sample of the photographs.
 Detailed results including a suitable conclusion and discussion and results 

referring to Regional Research Frameworks (Medlycott 2011) and the recent 
review updates on https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/. 

 A concise non-technical summary of the project results. 

An OASIS summary sheet will be completed at the end of the project and supplied to the 
ECCHEA.  This will be completed in digital form with a paper copy included with the archive.  
A copy (with site plan) will also be emailed to the Hon. Editor of the Essex Archaeology and 
History Journal for inclusion in the annual round-up of projects (paul.gilman@me.com). 

Publication of the results at least a summary level (i.e. round-up in Essex Archaeology & 
History) shall be undertaken in the year following the archaeological fieldwork. An allowance 
will be made in the project costs for the report to be published in an adequately peer reviewed
journal or monograph series.

A  PDF  copy  of  the  full  report  will  be  uploaded  by  CAT  to  the  OASIS website  and  the
Colchester  Archaeological  Trust's  Online  Report  Library  (http://cat.essex.ac.uk/),  both  of
which are publicly accessible.

Archive deposition
The requirements for archive storage shall be agreed with the Curating museum. 

If finds are retained from the site the full archive will be deposited with Chelmsford Museum 
unless otherwise agreed in advance. (A full copy of the archive shall in any case be 
deposited). If there are no finds a full digital archive will be deposited with ADS Archaeology. 

The requirements for archive storage will be agreed with the curating museum. 
                   
If the finds are to remain with the landowner, a full copy of the archive will be housed with the 
curating museum and provision must be made for additional recording (e.g. photography, 
illustration and analysis) as appropriate.                                                                                     

The digital archive resulting from the work will be deposited with the Archaeology Data 
Service (www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk) to safeguard the long-term curation of the 
digital records. The ECCHEA will be notified when the digital archive has been deposited. 
Prior to deposition CAT’s data management plan (based on the official guidelines from the 
Digital Curation Centre [DCC 2013]) will ensure the integrity of the digital archive. A summary
of the contents of the archives shall be supplied to the ECCHEA at the time of their 
deposition. 

The ECCHEA will be notified when the digital archive has been deposited. 



Monitoring
ECCHEA will be responsible for monitoring progress and standards throughout the project, 
and will be kept regularly informed during fieldwork, post-excavation and publication stages.

Notification of the start of work will be given to the ECCHEA one week in advance of its 
commencement.

Any variations in this WSI will be agreed with the ECCHEA prior to them being carried out.

The ECCHEA will be notified when the fieldwork is complete.

The involvement of the ECCHEA shall be acknowledged in any report or publication 
generated by this project.
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