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SIJM MARY

On l.5tl¡ tlttgusl 2005 Otfìtnl lrchneologv (O/) curried ottl tu¡

urchueologicul "wutching brie/ ut St Kcnelnts Chtl,h, Àlinsler Lot,ell,
O:lbrtlshire ( ¡Gfì. ,5'1'> 324 ll4). |'lte v¡ork v'ß conuni.ssio etl 14, l"ulher
Gabb .Jones ín advonce of excutttttiott ctf a sev,er lrtttch ttnrl septic la.nk.
'l'he ',votchirtg briel ret,ectlecl lol:.çoil tlirccllt sv¿¡ly¡¡g 7tntli..;tlo'betl nufitrul
v,,illt nr¡ et,iclence l¡tr occnpãtìot1 or l¡t¡"itls c.tl¡sen,etl.

1 IN]ìIODUC'IION

1 ,1 Scope of worh

1.1.1 O:r 15th August Oxford AlcJraeology (OÄ) caried out an alcbaeological watohing

brief at St Keirehrs Church, Minster l"ovell, Oxfordshite (NGIì: SP 324 114). 'fhe

wolk was collnlissioned by Fathel Gabb Jones in respect of thc proposed excavatiolr

of a sewelage trench and septic ("Kargester") tank.

1 .1.2 Julian Munby, the Diocesan Alchaeological Advisor, ou behalf of the Pal.ish

Churches Colnmitlee (PCC'), r'equested that an archaeologist lre prcscnt durilg the

excavations.

1.2 Location, geology and topographv

L2.1 'Ihe site lies approximatcly 2 krÌr wcst of tlìe lown of lVitney, Oxfoldshir'e (Iìig. 1),

The chulch js sited on gently sìoping g1'our'ìd llrnlling dowr.r to the rorlh bauk of the

lìivel Windlush at roughly 90 m above OD, ad-iacent to thc ¡uius ol Minstel Lovell

lJall, 'fhe olìurch is separated tom the cuncnt core of the village of Milìster L,ovell

by both the 84047 and the liver. The underlying geology is alluviun overlyìng

Glatel Oolite (Geological Sru'vey ofGleât tsritaìrì sheet lo.236),

L3 Archacological and historical bachground

L3.1 'l-hc archaeological backglound to lhe v'atching briefhas becn prcpalcd usìng histolical

research oligjr)ally co rPlicd lol sitcs adj acent to the church (OAU, 1995a and OAIJ,

1995b) and has been updated to reflect the location.

1 .3.2 Akellan street, the lìonan road liom Alchcstcl to Cirencestcr runs to tl)e nolth of the

villagc. 'lÏele ale sevelal known vjllas in the area to the east atound Asthall, on

Akcr'ìran Strcet. ,4. 5th-cenlury Saxon cemetery rvas found in 1872 al Minstcl l,ovell,

ancl the Chr-¡rch of St Ke:relm is knowr.l to be a late Saxon Minstcl Cbutch, wilh a

collcge of priests. Minsters of tbis dâte ate usually secn as royal foultdatiols. It is

plobable lhat this Minsle.r' beca:le regulated as an alie:r ccll of thc Abbey of ìvry, ìn
Nonnandy altcl'thc Clouqucsl. By the 12th-ccntury tlìe ârea had cotle into thc hancls of
the l-ovcll fànily who had links u'ith the Al¡bey givìlg the vil)age its namc.

() Oxli)ìd 
^rchacologic¿l 
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1.3.3 Mìnstcl J,ovcll wâs jnclùdcd ju the me¡ljcval lbrest o1' Wycìrwoocl and lhcle r¡,as also

Minslcr 'Woorl, 
a park. 'Ì'he chulcìr aucl lhc adjacelt hall wcrcrebuiJl jn thc lirsr hall o1'

thc lstlÌ-ocntury by Willìam, sc\/cnth lliìror'ì Lovcll of Tichnlarsll. Al'tcr the bâltlc 01

Boswolth lìickl in 1485 thc Lovcll cstal0s werc seize(l by thc crown as Johll Lovell was

a sttlpot'lt r', 't'lìit h;rld III.

1.3.4 A coin of Malcus Aurelius was found al Manor lìarm and in 1995, 8 gravcs 20 m f o the

west of tl'ìc clulent churciryard wele cliscovclcd (O,,\U, 1995b) possìbly lelating to an

earlier nediai cerretr;iJ (which may be latc Saxon r€lated to thc Minster or post-

coDquest rclated to thc pliory) or possibly frour a non-confomrist cemetery outside the

chulchyard wall.

2 PROJttcl'A \,ls,AND Mlti'tìoDot,ocy

2.1 Aims

2.1.1 fo identily and lecold the presence ol absence, extent, condition, quality alìcl date of
ârchaeological reirains in the areas affected by the development.

2.1.2 'l'o plescrvc by recold any archaeological dcposits or fèalules clisturbed or destroyed

by the culrenl wolks.

2,1 .3 To make available the lesults ofthe archaeological investigation.

2.2 Mcthodology

2.2.1 The watcJrilg br ief was coÍìducled as a site visit after coû'ìpletion of lhe excavations.

l'hese consisted of apploximately 10 n.r lcngtìr of 0.5 nl wide by 0.6 m deep trench

lunning frour the vestry door on the nolth side of tbe church to a "Klargester"

installation sited adjacent to the eastern wall of the chulchyald wher-c the excavation

rcaclrcrl ¡ tl,.|tlr of L4 rr.

2.2.2 A plan of the wolks was dlawn at a scale of I : 100 and a sanrple section drawn at a

scale of 1:20. ,All excavations and 1he section wele photogral;hed r.rsing coloru slidc

ancl black and white pr'ìlt fihl. A general photogr:aphic lecord of thc wotk was also

rrade. lìccoldíng followed ploccdurcs dctailed in the O,4 l;iekl Manual (ed. \)
Wilkinson, 1992).

3 lìESUr,r's

3,1 Dcscription of deposits

3,1.1 'l-hc cxcavalions cncountered the natuml cornblash (2) at a dcpth o1 0.25 m below

glound level (Fig. 3, scctiou 1).'fhis could bc seen to be in excess o1'Ll5 rr deeyr

witlrin thr: scctior'ì of'the "Klalgester'" pit, 'l-his was sealed by a 0.25 m thick layel o1

dalk yellow-br-own clay loam (1), a layel oftopsoil and tulf.

O Oxlblcl Âr'chacological LJnit l.,td. ,ìanualy 200(1 2
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3.2 lì'inds

3.2.1 No datìng evjclencc l as cnco¡rntclcd clur:ìng thc course ofthc rvatching bltc1.

ì.ì lt¡ilaeo-e¡lvitolrtucnl¡ìl t'cnìa¡rts

3.3.1 No clcposits slritable 1'or pâlâeo-ervilonrlrental sa rpliug wele erìooLu)tere(l rlLrring the

coulse of [hc wâtchìng brief.

4 DrscussroN 
^ND 

CoNct,usloNS

4.1.1 'lhe watchilg brief showed thâ1 tlìe tl enclì had been excavated tlrlough undistulbed
glound and 1llal rìo evidellce for structures, occupation or ilthumations was

encountercd.

4.1 .2 'llhe closeness of tbe site to the coulse ol'the lìiver Wjndrush suggcsts that the area

may have been withín thc floodplain, aud was used as potrtanent pasture priol to

incìusiou within thc chulchyald.

(qj Oxfoì d Archâcologic¿l tj¡it Ì..1(J. J¿¡nuary 200ó 3
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APPIINDIX2 I}IBI,IOGR,{PI'IYANDIìBFIiIìI],NCES

llì4, 2001 St¿nclar¿l and Guidunce for ArchaeolctgÌcal Watching Brieß

OA, 1992 lrield Manual (ed. lí/ilkin.son D)

OAIJ, 1995a Min,ster Lot,eÌl lIaÌ1, SíÍe lrrl¿n'nxation Pøtelo-

OAU, 1955b Min.sler Lot¡ell lfall Access |lr¡ud, l\[insl.er Lovell, Oxli¡rtlshire; Et¡alu.cttion
Reporl

APPENDIX 3 SUMMARY OIì SITE D¡]TAII,S

Site nane: St Kenelms Church, Milstel Lovell, Oxloldslrílc
Site code: MI"SKC 05

Grid rcfelcnce: SP 324 I 14
'l'ype of rvatchiug bricf: Machine excâvation of sewel trench and septic tank
l)âte ând duration of project: l5/8/05, I day
Are a of site : 100 ll2
Sumrnary of results: 'l'he watching bliel obserued topsoil ovellyi;rg undisturbed natulal, no
archaeology was encountc|ed,
Location of alchive: 'l-he archive is curlently held at OA, Jarus lìouse, Osney Mead,
Oxford. OX2 OES, and will be deposited with Oxforclshlle County Museurls Service in due
course, undcr the following accessiou number: OCMS:2005.104

(:l Oxforcl Archacologicrìl ljnit l-ld. la¡uaÌy 200(1 4

(:¡r Í¿\:1 'tj,pu Dctth lVìtltlt Cotfifiîøttt DûÍe

1 Layer 0 ).5 I'clpsoi) and tur:1. C20th

2 I-aycr' 1.15 nr (blnbrash, undìstuibcd
nâhn âl
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Reproduced from the Explorerl:50,000 scale by permission ol the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
@ Crown Copvriqht 1 997. All riqhts reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569 Figure
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Figure 3 : Section
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