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Widmere Chapel, Marlow, Bucks 
Historic Building Record 

Summary: The Grade II* listed Chapel at Widmere Farm was stripped of 
externaf render, and its fabric recorded in August 1999 by the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit. The l 31h-century chapel is of special interest in beirig on 
an estate belonging to the Knights Hospitallers. Evidence was found for the 
changes in the walls whe� new windows were added in the 141h century, and the 
survival of the o,:iginal roof (with notch-lapped joints) was noted as a significant 
feature. A watching brief on the digging of drains revealed no significant buried 
features. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU) was asked by Andrew Townsend 
Architects to undertake an assessment and rapid record of the fabric of the 
Chapel at Widmere Farm, Marlow, Buckinghamshire during the course of 
building works which included external repointing. Visits were made to the 
house in April 1999, and this report is based on observations made on those 
visits but not any extensive archival or historical research. An earlier watching 
brief on the digging of new drains, in November 1998, revealed no significant 
buried features. 

The principal matter of record was the appearance of the exterior of the building 
after the removal of rendering, and this has been drawn to indicate the features 
apparent in the masonry (Fig. 2). Comments are also made here on internal 

. 
. 

features, and in particular the very interesting roof, but no recording was required 
or undertaken on these aspects. 

BACKGROUND 

The Grade II* listed chapel is situated immediately adjacent to the farmhouse at 
Widmere, some two miles north-west of Marlow (Fig. 1); it lies in the ancient 
parish of Great Marlow. According to the manorial history in the Victoria 
County History, the manor belonged to the Knights Hospitallers from the mid-
13 th century until the 16th (Appendix 1).1 It may have been a small commandery, 
with a preceptor, brothers, chaplain and servants to administer the estate (and 
this would account for the presence of the chapel), but it was farmed out (leased) 
by the late medieval period.2 The building was described and illustrated by the 

. Royal Commission in 1912, showing that it has not changed much in the last 
ninety years (Appendix 2).3 

· The farmhouse has always been listed, and is 
accorded Grade II* status, no doubt on account of the chapel (Appendix 3). 
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