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OASIS ID: oxfordar1-153157

Project details

Project name Pipe Trenching in Pump Court, Middle Temple, Corporation of London

Short description of

the project

Between January and February 2013, Oxford Archaeology undertook an archaeological

watching brief in Pump Court, Middle Temple, within the Corporation of London, during

the excavation of a service trench between numbers 5 and 6 and the Lamb Building.

Evidence for several 17th-century brick walls forming two demolished and backfilled

cellars was observed together with associated surfaces and a buried soil horizon.

Sealing the truncated remains of the cellars were deep deposits of 18th/19th- century

made ground overlaid by the present day courtyard. It is probable that the truncated

cellars are the remnants of earlier buildings that have been destroyed by fire - mostly

likely the fire of 1678. No evidence for activity pre-dating the 16th-century was

observed, mostly likely due to the limited depth of impact of the trench

Project dates Start: 16-01-2013 End: 07-02-2013

Previous/future

work

Yes / Not known

Any associated

project reference

codes

PUP12 - Sitecode

Any associated

project reference

codes

PUP12 - Museum accession ID

Type of project Recording project

Site status None

Current Land use Industry and Commerce 2 - Offices

Monument type CELLAR WALLS Post Medieval

Significant Finds BRICKS Post Medieval

Significant Finds POTTERY Post Medieval

Significant Finds CLAY PIPE Post Medieval

Investigation type ''Watching Brief''

Prompt Planning condition

Project location

Country England

Site location GREATER LONDON CITY OF LONDON INNER AND MIDDLE TEMPLES Pipe

Trenching in Pump Court, Middle Temple, Corporation of London

Study area 24.00 Square metres
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Site coordinates TQ 31190 81022 51 0 51 30 44 N 000 06 33 W Point

Project creators

Name of

Organisation

Oxford Archaeology

Project brief

originator

1.1.3 Assistant Director (Development Management West – Department of the Built

Environment (City of London)

Project design

originator

Oxford Archaeology

Project

director/manager

D.Poore

Project supervisor M Sims

Type of

sponsor/funding

body

Developer

Name of

sponsor/funding

body

Estate's Office, The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple

Project archives

Physical Archive

recipient

Museum of London

Physical Archive ID PUP12

Physical Contents ''Ceramics''

Digital Archive

recipient

Museum of London

Digital Contents ''other''

Digital Media

available

''Images raster / digital photography'',''Text''

Paper Archive

recipient

Museum of London

Paper Archive ID PUP12

Paper Contents ''Stratigraphic'',''other''

Paper Media

available

''Context sheet'',''Diary'',''Plan'',''Unpublished Text''

Project

bibliography 1

Publication type

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title Pipe Trenching in Pump Court, Middle Temple, Corporation of London

Author(s)/Editor(s) Sims M

Date 2013

Issuer or publisher Oxford Archaeology

Place of issue or

publication

Oxford

Description Client report
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Site plan

N

Section 103

118

129

125

114

127

113

130

106

105

111

128

107

Cellar 

116
104

117

Section 102

Section 101

Pipe

Pipe

Pipe

Pipe

Pipe

Pipe

Pipes

Pipes

Man hole,

modern brick Man hole,

modern

Cable

Gas main

Service trench

Pipe

Pipe

Pipe

Man

hole

Steps

Door way, 

no.2 Pump Court

Steps to

no.6 Pump Court

Drain

Chalk

Reigate

Mortar

Render

Bricks

Area of heavy disturbance



Figure 4: Sections
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Figure 5: Map of the City of London by John Ogilby and William Morgan 1677
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Plate 1: Walls 104, 105, 106 and 107

Plate 2: Cobbled surface 118
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Plate 3: Cellar arch 130
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