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Summary

In July 2009, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching brief
at  Hampton  Court  Palace,  Surrey  (NGR  TQ  1560  6870).  The  work  was
commissioned by Historic Royal Palaces in advance of the installation of the new
stone access ramps at the entrances to buildings on the south side of Tennis Court
Lane.  The watching brief  revealed overburden relating to live services within the
buildings, service trenches and 19th-century brick-built drains.
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1  INTRODUCTION

1.1   Location and scope of work
1.1.1 In July 2009, Oxford Archaeology (OA) carried out an archaeological watching brief at

Hampton Court Palace, Surrey (NGR TQ 1560 6870). The work was commissioned by
Julia Grinham, Project Surveyor, and the watching brief was a condition of Scheduled
Monument  Clearance for  installation  of  new stone  access  ramps to  doorways  onto
Tennis Court Lane.

1.1.2 A single  trench  was  excavated outside of  each  doorway,  within  the  footprint  of  the
former  stone  steps,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  new ramps  and  their  associated
drainage systems.

1.2   Geology
1.2.1 The  site  lies  on  the  first  Terrace  drift  geology  of  the  river  Thames,  which  overlies

London Clay at c.9 m OD. 

1.3   Archaeological and historical background
1.3.1 Hampton Court Palace is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Surrey No. 83). The palace,

gardens and grounds form a archaeological and historical site of national importance.

1.3.2 Given the limited nature of the project and the results, the well-documented historical
and archaeological background to Hampton Court is not reproduced here.

1.4   Acknowledgements
1.4.1 OA extends its thanks to Julia Grinham, Project Surveyor, Hampton Court Palace and

Peter  Dillamore  of  Cathedral  Works  Organisation  for  providing  help  throughout  the
project.

© Oxford Archaeology Page 4 of 9 July 2009



Hampton Court Palace, Stone Ramps v.draft

2  WATCHING BRIEF AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1   Aims
2.1.1 To identify and record the presence or absence, extent, condition, quality and date of

archaeological remains in the impacted area.

2.1.2 To  preserve  by  record  any  archaeological  remains  (if  present)  that  the  works  may
remove or damage within the impacted area.

2.1.3 To make available the results of archaeological investigation.

2.2   Methodology
2.2.1 An  assistant  supervisor  was  in  attendance  to  monitor  the  excavation  of  the  two

trenches for the stone ramps. These were excavated by hand.

2.2.2 Two  rectangular  trenches,  one  outside  of  each  doorway,  were  excavated  (Fig.  2).
Trench 3 measured 2.4 x 2.1m, and was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.7m below
the current tarmac surface. Trench 4, measured 2.4 x 1.2m, and was excavated to a
maximum depth of 0.6m below the tarmac surface.

2.2.3 A digital CAD plan showing the extent and location of both trenches was prepared (Fig.
2),  based  on  hand-drawn  plans  at  a  scale  of  1:100.  Plans  showing  the  extent  of
archaeology in the trenches, and all recorded sections, were drawn at a scale of 1:20. A
detailed digital photographic record was made. Recording procedures are as detailed in
the OAU Fieldwork Manual (ed. Dave Wilkinson, 1992)
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3  RESULTS

3.1   Description of deposits
3.1.1 Below the existing flag stones within both trenches a compacted layer of mixed clay

and sand (0.04m thick) was revealed, serving as a bedding layer for the stones. The
bedding  overlaid  a  construction  cut  for  a  live  service  pipes  in  both  trenches.  The
general levelling deposits 102 and 119 consisted of a pinkish-grey sand, containing a
large  amount  of  crushed  brick  rubble  and  mortar;  they  were  heavily  truncated  by
modern services. The service construction cuts 109, 115 and 120 were backfilled with a
coarse orange sand deposit (between 0.26m and 0.35m thick).

3.1.2 Drain 103, in Trench 3, was constructed within cut 112, and backfilled by dark-brown
tenacious silty-clay (0.28m thick). The drain structure itself, heavily stained and almost
completely  silted  up,  was  constructed  of  Victorian  yellow  London  standard  brick.
Structure 111, which may have been the drain run connecting to drain 103, was also
constructed from yellow London standard brick.  It was only visible in the west facing
section.

3.1.3 Drain 118, in the north-west corner of Trench 4, was of similar construction to 112 and
was silted up in the same way.  No construction cut was visible.

3.1.4 In the south-east corner of Trench 4, a red brick structure (101) was revealed at a depth
of 0.35m. This was a layer of bricks over an in-filled void.  One side of the void was
formed by a red brick wall - only a very small segment of this was seen and the bricks
could not be investigated further.  Stratigraphically this was the earliest feature seen in
either trench.

3.1.5 In Trench 3, some structural additions to the Privy Kitchen doorway foundations were
revealed in section 101 (Fig.  4).  Original  foundation 106 had been truncated by the
addition of services running beneath the threshold, and yellow London standard bricks
(114) had been laid to provide support to the threshold.

3.2   Finds summary
3.2.1 No dating evidence or artefacts were recovered during the course of the watching brief.

3.2.2 No  deposits  suitable  for  palaeo-environmental  sampling  were  observed  during  the
course of the watching brief.
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4  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

4.1.1 The excavation of the two trenches revealed Victorian drainage features and concrete,
sand and rubble levelling deposits. These latter were the result of the construction of
new mains added as recently as 2005. Trench 3 revealed some structural reworking of
the Privy Kitchen doorway to accommodate these new services. 
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APPENDIX A.  BIBLIOGRAPHY AND REFERENCES

IFA, 2008 Standards and Guidelines for Archaeological Watching Briefs.

OAU, 1992, Fieldwork Manual, (Ed. D Wilkinson, first edition, August 1992)
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APPENDIX B.  SUMMARY OF SITE DETAILS

Site name: Hampton Court Palace, Stone Ramps

Site code: HCP68

Grid reference:  NGR TQ 1560 6870

Type: Watching Brief

Date and duration: 21st - 22nd July 2009, 2nd November 2009

Area of site: Two small trenches: 2.4 x 1.2 m; 2.4 x 2.1 m

Summary of results: A number  of  service  runs  were  revealed  and  their  associated
deposits recorded. 

Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,  
Oxford, OX2 0ES, and will be deposited with Historic Royal 
Palaces at Hampton Court Palace, Surrey, KT8 9AU in due course.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 3: Trench 3 Plan and Sections 100 and 101

\\S
er

ve
r8

\in
vo

ic
e 

co
de

s 
a 

th
ru

 h
\H

_i
nv

oi
ce

 c
od

es
\H

C
P

68
*H

am
pt

on
 C

ou
rt

 P
al

ac
e,

 S
to

ne
 R

am
ps

*M
D

*9
.1

1.
09

Privy 
kitchen 
doorway

Brick rubble

Sandy material

Cast Iron pipe

Lead pipe

1:25

0                                                1 m

Trench 3
Plan

9.43 mOD
SN

108107
Stone curb

105
102 106

114

104

106

115

113

116
Pipe

Pipe

102

Pipe110
109

103

Section 100
9.43 mOD

WE

Section 101

Concrete

Stone1:50

0                                                2 m

110

102

105Concrete

Privy kitchen threshold

106

104

103

104

112

Concrete

Palace wallPalace wall

Stone curb

N

S
ection 100

Section 101





Di rec to r : Dav id Jenn ings , BA  M I FA  F SA

Oxfo rd A rchaeo logy L td i s a

P r i va te L im i ted Company , N o : 1618597

and a Reg i s te red Char i t y , N o : 285627

OA Nor th
Mi l l 3
Moor Lane
Lancas te r LA1 1GF

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  541 000
f : +44 ( 0 ) 1524  848 606
e : oanor th@thehuman jou r ney .net
w:h t tp : / / thehuman jou r ney .net

Head Of f ice/Reg i s te red O f f ice/
OA Sou th

Janus House
Osney Mead
Oxfo rd OX2 0ES

t : +44 ( 0 ) 1865  263 800
f : +44  ( 0 )1865  793 496
e : i n fo@ox fo rdarch .co .uk
w : h t t p : / / t h e h u m a n j o u r n e y . n e t

OA Eas t

15 Tra fa lga r Way
Bar H i l l
Cambr idgesh i re
CB23 8SQ

t : +44 (0 )1223  850500
f : +44 (0 )1223  850599
e : oaeas t@thehuman jou r ney .ne t
w:h t tp : / / thehuman jou r ney .ne t

OA Méd i te r ranée
115 Rue Mer lo t
ZAC La Louvade
34  130 Maugu io
F rance

t : +33 ( 0 ) 4 . 67 .57 .86 .92
f : +33 ( 0 ) 4 . 67 .42 .65 .93
e : oamed@thehuman jou r ney .net
w: h t tp : / /oamed. f r /

OA  Grand Oues t

7 Rue des Mondera ines
Z I - Oues t
14650 Carp iquet
F rance

t : +33 (0 )2 49 88 01 01
f : +33 (0 )2 49 88 01 02
e : i n fo@oago. f r
w : h t tp : / /oago. f r


