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Summary

In October and November 2015 Oxford Archaeology carried out an archaeological
excavation for Derek O'Neill  at  Church Farm, Ryton-on-Dunsmore,  Warwickshire.
The site is located in the historic core of the village, immediately to the south of the
church. The earliest feature was a pit containing pottery dated to the late Iron Age or
early  Roman  period.  Most  of  the  dated  features  relate  to  medieval  settlement,
including three shallow pits, two deeper pits or wells, and a possible quarry later
used for rubbish deposition. Pottery evidence suggests that the features date from
the  late  12th  to  early  14th  centuries.  The  pottery  is  mostly  of  local  origin,  and
includes cooking pots with sooting from use. Other finds include animal bone, iron
nails,  and  fragments  of  a  fine  glass  vessel.  Environmental  samples  indicate  the
cultivation of  cereals and legumes.  The foundations of recently demolished post-
medieval outbuildings were also encountered. 
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Description of the pottery by trench
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by Sharon Cook, Julia Meen and Rebecca Nicholson

Introduction

Methods

Results – Charred plant remains (Table 6)

Triticum sp
Secale cereale Hordeum sp. Bromus sp.

Vicia/Lathyrus spp

Triticum spelta



Vicia faba
Pisum sativum.

Prunus sp.

Agrostemma githago
Bromus sp
Vicia/Lathyrus

Results – Charcoal
Quercus sp.

Prunus

Salix/Populus spp Betula sp.

Corylus avellena Acer campestre

Discussion and conclusions



Sample No 1 2 3
Context No 3014 2016 1046
Sample vol (litres) 40 8 40
Feature Type Pit Pit Pit
Period Med LIA/ERB Med

Cereal grain
Triticum sp. wheat 8 4 54
cf. Triticum sp. 3
Triticum/Secale wheat/rye 1 1
Secale cereale rye 4 6 25
cf. Secale cereale 2
Hordeum sp. barley 2 3
Cereal indet. Indeterminate cereal 73 40 200

Cereal chaff
Triticum spelta spelt glume base 1

Pulses, nuts
Prunus cf. avium cf. cherry 1

pea 3
broad bean 2

Corylus avellana hazel nutshell fragments 18 1 9

Wild Plants
Vicia/Lathyrus/Pisim vetch/tare/pea (>2 mm) 1 7
Vicia/Lathyrus vetch/tare (< 2mm) 6 14
Agrostemma githago Corncockle 2
Caryophyllaceae undiff. pink family 1
Bromus spp. brome grasses 11 13
Poaceae undiff. small grass family 2 3
Poaceae undiff. medium grass family 8 15

cf. Pisum sativum
cf. Vicia faba
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Figure 2: Site layout showing evaluation
trenches and excavation trenches
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Figure 7: Representative sections of Trench 2 (Section 20) and Trench 3 (Section 21)
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Figure 8: Sections of selected features from Trenches 1, 2 and 3
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late 2: eneral shot of Trench 2 facing north

late 1: eneral shot of Trench 1 facing east
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late 4: Section 12, it 2017, facing south east

late 3: eneral shot of Trench 3 facing north
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late 6: Section 26, ossi le uarr  and ru ish it 1032 facing est

late 5: Section 7, ossi le ell 1014 facing north est
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late 8: Section 24, ossi le ell 1036 facing north est

late 7: Section 27, it 1034 facing south
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late 10: Section 13, it 3015 facing east

late 9: Section 24, it 1037 facing north est
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late 12: Section 2, it 2006 facing east

late 11: Section 1, it 2004 facing est
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late 14: Section 4, it 2010 facing north

late 13: Section 3, it 2008 facing south



\\1
0.

0.
10

.8
6\

in
vo

ic
e 

co
de

s 
r t

hr
u 

z\
R

_c
od

es
\R

YD
C

PX
* R

yt
on

*H
K*

19
.1

2.
16

late 16: Section 22, it 2023 facing south

late 15: Section 15, it 2019 facing east
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late 18: Section 5, it 3004 facing east

late 17: Section 25, it 2027 facing north
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late 20: Section 9, it 3010 facing north east

late 19: Section 6, it 3006 facing east
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