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SUMMÀRY

On the 26th and 27th 01'January 2004 Oxford Archaeolog, (OA) carried
out o.field evaÌuation (il Aslltotl Sl Peters Lower School, Church Sn'eet,

Dtutstable, Bedfordshire (NGR TL 01862220) on behalf of Turley
Associates Ltd. The evaluation produced eûdence ofa possible Roman pit
and a signifìcant period of activily f"om around the 1Ìth-l3fh cenÍur.y

v,ith lhe scale and shape of Íhe excavaled leatures indicãring domestic

land use and possible quarrying. These.fedlures ha",e survit'ed u'ithin the

site despite a considerable ¡;eriocl 0J later post-medietal aclivity.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Location and scope ofwork

1.1,1 Between the 26th and 27th lantary 2004, Oxford Archaeology carried out a field

evaluation a1 Ashton St Peter,s Lower School, Church Street, Dulstable,

Bedfordshire (NGR TL 01862220) on behalf of Turley Associates in respect of a

plaming application by Aldi Stores Ltd. for a proposed developrnent (Fig. 1).

1.1.2 This was undefaken in line with the requirements as sot out in Bedfordshire County

Council's Bríe/ for the archaeological .field evaluation of land b the rear of lhe

Quadrant Cente, DunsÍable, Bedfordshire (BCC 2004) and a WSI (OA 2004)

agreed by Lesley-Ann Mather, Archaeological Officer to Bedfordshire County

Council. The requirement for a field evaluation is in line with the Local PIan policy

and PPG 16.

2 GEoLoGY AND ToPoGRAPIIY

2.1.1 The proposed development site lies at the foot of the Chilterns chalk lidge within the

noflh-east quadralìt of Dunstable town centre, It is sited at a height of c, 140 m OD

and has an area of approximately 0.6 hectares.

2.1.2 The underlying solid geology of the development site is Middle Chalk, although

Iocal shallow deposits of clay ale eucountered overlying the chalk.

2.1.3 The site is currently used as a school.

3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ÄND IIISTORICAL BACKGROUND

3.1.1 A sumrnary of the archaeologrcal background to the evaluation has been provided

below from tlie WSI (OA 2004).

3.1.2 The dcvelopment site lies'¡,ithin the historic core of Dunstable, The original Rou.ran

settlement at Dur.rstable is centred on the junction of the Icknield Way, an ancient

cross country routeway with prehistoric oligins, and Watling Street a Rotnan road

linking London with the north-west of England. This Rotlan small town was called

Durocobrivis.

3.1,3 Unusually there does rot seem to have been any Saxon settleinent bridging the gap

between Roman and medieval periods. l)uring the Saxon period the town seems [o

O Oxl'ord Alchacological lJnit Ltd. Octobc¡ 2004 1
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have been deserted, certainly there is no evidence as yet of any urllan type
settlelnent, although evidence of Saxon occupation fi.om the surrounding area is
known.

3.1 .4 Alciraeological investigations undeúaken during the building of the Quadrant Centr.e

in the 1960s ploduced evidence ofRo tan occupation (HER 11270).

3.1.5 An archaeological evaluation undertaken by Flerlfordsl.rire Archaeological Trust
(HAT 2000), in the area to the rear of the school alid north of the cunent proposal

area, revealed evidence ofRoman deposits.

3.1.6 In the medieval period Heury I founded a new town at tlìe same crossr.oads, created

out of his Iloughton Regis estate in 4D1119. His royal residence was regularly
visited by the rnonarch until the time of llenry VIll (IIER 4355). h has been
suggested that the residence was located to 1lìe east of the development area atound
Kingsbury Court and Old Palace Lodge. Excavations at Kir.rgsbury Court did
produce some medieval rcmains although the excavatol concluded that they did not
belong to the royal residence (V/arren 1988).'l-wo human burials were also lecovered
during works at Kingsu'ay (HER 16165).

3.1.7 On the south side of church Street is Dunstable Priory, also founded by lìenry I
(HER 131 ând 132).

3.1.8 In January 2000 HAT evaluated an area of land which partially intrudes into tlre
present application alea (HAT 2000). One of the tlenches oontained reilains related
1o the Roman and medieval periods surviving below the yard surface

4 EVALUATIoN AIMS

4.1.1 To establish the location, presence or absenoe, extent, condition, nature, character,
quality and date of any archaeological remains within the proposed development
area. Pa¡ticular attention would be given to remains of the Roman, Saxon and
medieval periods.

4.1.2 To establish the ecofactual and environrlental potontial of archaeological deposits
and features.

4,1.3 To make available the r:esults of the investigation.

5 trvALUATIoNMDTIIoDoLocY

5.1

5.1 .1

5.2

Scope of fieldwork

The archaeological evaluation comprised tu,o trenches positioned in accordance with
the agreed WSI (Fig. 2). Trench l was I 1 .5 nt long by 1.6 nr wide, and located in the
old playground. liench 2 measured 5.5 m by 4.6 m and was located on grass at the
sife of the fomrer swimming pool. A contingency of 10 m'? was held in reserve but
was not used on this occasion.

Fie ldwork methods and recording

(O Oxfolcl AlchaeoJogical Urìi1 Ltd. Ootober 2004 2
¡l \PRO.lllCl S\lledlot ¿.\hift ßlt\5378.,lshtan Sr Pctos Schaol, Dutistabl¿ Dtl\?rluip.doc



Ashtorr Sl PcfcÌ's LoncÌ School, Chûrch Strcct, Dttrlslsblc, Bedfordshirc

5.2.1 The trenohes were excavated u dcr contjnuous archaeological supeivision usíug a

mecl.ranical excavator equipped wilh a toothless grading bucket. Excavation

proceeded to the lop of the natural geology or the top of the hrst signihcant

archaeological horìzon wlrichever was elcountered fìrst

5.2.2 The trenches were cleaned by hand and the revealed features were sampled to

detennine their extent and nature, All the trenclìes and any archaeological features

were planned at a scale of 1:50 while sample sections, and sections of excavated

features were drawn at a scale of 1:20. The üenches, sections and features were

photogtaphed using colout'slide and black and white print film Recording followed

procedures laid down in the OA FieÌd:work Mantnl (OAU,1992).

5.3 Palaco-environmentâlevidence

5.3.1 No deposits suitable for paleo-enviromnental samplitg were identified duling the

evaluation.

5.4 Presentâtion of results

5.4.1 The lesults of the evaluation are presented below, with the stratigraphic accounts of

each trench are desc¡ibed individually, followed by an overall discussion and

interpretation, A full context inventory and pottery assessment is included in the

Appendices.

6 RESULTS:

6.1 Soils and ground conditions

6.1.1 Thc site was located ol level ground. Both the tretlches came down onto naturâl

geology represented by chalk deposits. All the boundaries of layers and features were

well defined.

6.2 Distribution of archaeological deposits

6.2.1 Both trenches produced a variety ofposlholes and pits, although Trench 2 appears fo

have contaìled earlier medieval features, while Tlench 1 produced post-medieval

remains.

7 RBSULTS:DESCRIPTIONS

7 .1 l)escription of deposits

Trench I (Fig. 3)

7 .LI This trench measured 1 1 .5 m lorrg by 1.6 m wide. During initial excavation at the

Southern end, a brick wall (119) was encountered. This wall was left ln si¡¿r and

excavation of the trench continued beyond its limits

7.1.2 Natural chalk (125) was encouutered at a depth of 108 m below ground level.

Towards the NW eld of the trench a series of inter-cutting featurss were observed.

The earliest evidence of activity encountered cousisted of featut'es 107, l2l and

O OxfoÌd Archaeologioal UÍit Ltd. Ootober 2004 3
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deposit 122. Feature 121 was a shallo\À'pit, measuring 0.2 m deep and containing a

mid grey-brown sandy silt (124) which produced two sherds of possible Roman
pottely. This was cut by pit 120 featuling steep sicles extending below a depth of 0.31

m. This was filled by a dark grey-brown silty clay (123). No dating evidence was
letrieved from this feature.

7.I.3 To thc south of pit 121, feature 107, tlìe truncated rentains ofa possible pit, was
observed contaìning a light grey-green clay silt (111) rneasuling 0.42 nr wide by 0.28
m deep but contained no dati g e\¡idence. Both pit 107 and pit 120 were out by pi1

i09. Pil 109 \ryas not bottomed but its inegular cut extended over 1.68 rn wide by
0.58 m deep, continuing beyond the limits of the trerìch. It was frlled by a mid brown
clay silt (110) which was i turn cut by pit (103) containing c, 18tlr-19th century
brick and tile.

7.1.4 A mid grey clay silt laycr up to 0.34 m thick was obseF/ed overlaying the chalk
natural (125) in the middle section ofthe trench. This was cut by both pit (103) at the
noúh-western end of the trench, and pit (105) towards the sôuth-west. TIle
excavation of pit (103) rcvealed a slightly irregular base. This was filled by a mid
greenish grey clay silt (104) contaínirlg a lalge quarìtity (approxir'ìrately 60%) of
ceramic buildíng material (CBM). The pit measured 0.80 m wide by 0.54 m deep.

7.1.5 A square cut pit (105) containing a single fill of mid brown clay silt (113), pr.oduced

five she¡ds of post-medievaì pottcry. This feature cut the post-medieval layer (122)
in the southem half of the treirch and measured 0.46m but was not bottonred. Feature
105 was then cut by gully (108), which tenninated within the trench. This had a

concave base measuring 0.60 m wide by 0.46 m deep containing a mid browu grey
clay silt (1 1 6), Gully 106, observed in section to be I .00 m wide, also cut feature 105

and sirnilarly temtinated within the treüch slightly further north. It contained two
fills; a prirnary fill (115) consisting of a loosely compacted redeposited chalk 0.12 m
thick whilst the secondaÐ/ fill (114) of rnid brown clay silt, 0.34 m deep.

7.1.6 A rectangular shaped feature (101), measuring 0,44 m by 0.30 m and 0.21 m deep

was seen to cut the natural just north of the celtt'e of the tr.ench. The frll (102)
consisted of a dark brown-grey silty clay contâining one sherd of pottety and two
pieces ofbrick, dating to the post-nedieval period.

7.1.7 All the alchaeological fèatules in Trench 1 were sealed by a dark grey clay silt (117)
up to 0.40m thick. This ran the length of tlìe trelìch and appeaß to be a bur.ied soil.
This deposit \vas cut by a foundation tlench for a possible Victorian wall.'lhis wall
rnay once have been paÍ of the existing school rumring on a NE-SW alignment,
towards the soutlì-eastern end of the trench, Finally, all the deposits were sealed by a
levelling deposit and tanr ac surface (1 18).

Trench 2 (FÍg. 4)

7.1.8 This trench measured 5.5 m x 4.6 m. Tlie chalk natural (225) was encounter.ed at a

depth of 0.84 m below ground levcl. This u,as cut by a post hole (220) located
towards the NW of the trench and features 212 and 218 to the celÌtre and the east.

Posthole 220 measured 0.35 m tn diameter and 0,04 ni in depth and contained a

single fill of mid grey-brown clay silt (221) containing sherds of post-medieval

Cr Oxfcr|cl Alchacologic¿l Unil Lld. Octobcr 2004 4
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ceramics. Feature (218) could 10 be tlìe terminus oi a possible ditch, ol rnore likely, a

large quarry pit. The fèature l.rad steep sides and an irregular base, rneasuring in plan

over 2.8 m (E-W) by 1.5 m Qtl-S) and 1 m deep and contained four episodes of
backhlling (219,226-8). Two ofthese fills (219 and 226) produced pottery dating to

the 11th-13th centuries. Similar to feature 218, feature 212 measured2.4 m (E-W) by
2 m (N-S) and also appeared to be either part of a ditch terminus or more likely a

Iarge pit. It also contained four f,rlls (213,222-4) of which 213 and 222 contained

pottery dating to the 11-131h centuries.

7.L9 Although not excavated, fealure 229 could clearly be seen 1o truncate features 212

and 218. This feature continued beyond the norlhem and southem limits of the

trench. It is possible that this is part of a linear leature such as a gully or ditch or

again, parl of a large pit. In plan it was seen to contain a mid grey- brown clay sand

upper'fiII. Sealing this feature and all the earlier activity was a light grey brown clay

silt up to 0.32 m thick. Overlying th.is was a hard, compacted layer of chalk (205)

thought to be a bedding layer for a pebble surface (204). This surfaoe measured 0.02

m thick and was located near to the southem section.

7.1,10 Deposit 205 was cut by a square shaped pit (210) featuring straight sides and a flat
base and filled by a dark gley-black sandy silt (211) containing late post-medieval

CBM. The pebble surface (204) \¡/as later ovellain by a mid grey-brown sandy olay
(209), containing clay pipe, glass and a piece of glazed llle of modern date

replesenting a levelling or demolition layer.

7.1.1 1 Bôth pit 210 and the layer 209 were sealed by identical deposits 203 and 206. These

are thouglrt to be pafl of the same post-medieval levelling deposit consisting of a

light brown-yellow clay sand measuring 0.10 m thick and containing pottery dating

to the 17th century.

7.1.12 Feature 215, seen in section, was a shallow cut 0.8 m wide by 0.2 m deep and filled
by a mid grey-brown clay sand (207), This fill contained a large quantity of late post-

nredieval CBM. Similarly, leaLure 2I4 was also seen in section measuring 1 .2 rn

wide by 0.18 m deep and filled by a dark grey-black clay sand (208). Both shallow
pits were sealed by a black clay sand buried topsoil (202) up to 0.4 nT thick, which ìn

tum were sealed by a 0.16 m of modem turfand topsoil (201),

7 .2 tr'inds

Potter.y

7.2.1 The pottery assemblage comprised 67 sherds with a total weiglit of 695 kg, and a

broad date range frorn Roman to Post-Medieval. The medieval asseniblage of
mainly abraded body sherds were mixed with a small amouut of residual Romau

slrerds e.g, contexts 219 and 222. 'lhe medieval rim sherds present iu coîfexls 222,

219,226 and 213 were all from jars. Thc Post-Medieval wares were mainly 17'r'

century and ìater, and the vessel foms ranged from pancheon food preparation

dishes to finer lablewares.

O Oxfold ,Archacologjcâl Ljnit Lld. octobcr 2004 5
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General

7.2.1 È'inds lecovered from the site included tile, a copper alloy chain, clay pipe stens and
glass daling ftom tlLe late post-medieval (18th-1 9tb century) to modern periods.

7.2.2 A small quantity of animal bone was also retrieved consisting of sheep/goat, cattle
and dog,

8 DISCUSSIoNANDINTDRPRE.I./TTIoN

8.1.1 The evaluatìon indicated land use l.rainly from the ear.ly medieval and the late post-
medieval periods. It is possible thal the gap between the tr¡'o could be associaled with
some form of abandonment of this area although this is only speculation considering
the sìze and nature olthe evaluation. No Saxon activity bridging the gap between the
Roman and medieval periods was notcd during the investigation. This is consistent
with the lack of evidence observed elsewhere in the town, dcspite the confirmation of
Saxon occupation in the surrounding area,

8.1.2 There appears to be a significant period of activity from around the l lth-13th century
suwiving withìn the sitc \Ã¡ith the scale and shape of the excavated features indicating
domestic land use or as is the case with Trench 2, possible quarrying. Tliis medieval
activity could be associated with the rear of medieval burgage plots whel.e domestic
refuse was often disposed. I'Iowever, no slructural evidence was uncovered dur.ing
thc evaluation apart from a single post-medieval post hole.

8.1.3 Given the densìty of features on site it is clear that it was the focus of considerable
activify. 'l'lre density of pottery recovcred is a good indicator of the archaeological
potential ofthe site. However, the limited size of tb.e trenches and likewise extent of
the features within these trenches leaves furlher questions about the function and
extent ofthe activity over the entire development area.

O Oxfcrld Alchaeological Unit Lld. Ocrd)cr 2004 6
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APPENDIcES

APPENDIXI ARCH,IÜOLOGICALCONTEXTINVIìNTORY

Tt'ctrclt Ct:Et

No
Ttpe Depth

(nù
Cornrrtcttt Finds D¡tte

I

01 Cut 0.4 m Rectangular post hole Post-med

02 Fitl 0.4 m Fill of 101 Pot1ery, bone Post-med

03 Cut 0.5 m Pìf Post-med

04 Fill 0.5 m Fill of 103 Brick, tile Posl-med

105 Cut >0.5 m Square cut pit Post-n]ed

106 Cuf 0.45 m Gully

t0'7 Cut 0.3 m Pit

08 Cul 0.5 m Gully

09 Cul >0.6 m Pir

0 Fill >0.6 m Fill of 109

111 Fill 0,3 m Fill of 107

2 Cut >0.2 nr Foundation cut C 19dr

3 Fill >0.5 m Fill of 105 Pottery PosGmed

4 FiII 0.3 m Secondary hll of 106

5 Fill 0.i 5 m Primary fill of 106

l6 Fill 0.5 m Fill of 108

7 Deposit 0.4 m Buried topsoit Potiery c 19rh

8 Doposit 0.4 m Made grcund and tarmac c20rh

I Structure >0.3 m 'Wall B¡ick C19û1

20 Cu1 >0.6 m Pir

2l Cül 0.4 n Shallow pit

22 Dcposit 0.25 m Rerrualts of subsoil

t23 Fill >06rn Fill of 120

124 Filt 0.4 m Fill of 121 Pottery Romano-
B¡itish

125 Na¡rral Chalk

2

201 Deposit 0.15 nr Turfand topsoil C2Odr

202 Deposil 0.4 m Buried topsoil cl9rh

203 Deposil 0.1 m l,evelling layer (same as

206)
Pot1ery Cl8dr

ac) Oxlol1l ArclÌacologjcal Ljnil Lid. Oclobcr 2004 1
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Trcnclt Clxt lI tpc Depth
(tn)

C0rrunent Fittds I)øte

204 Struchrre 0.02 m Pebbled surl'ace

21,5 Layer 0.14 m Compacted chalk bedding
layer

206 Fill 0.1 m Levelling layer' (same as

203)
Pot1ery cl Srh

20'l Fill 0.2 m Fill of215

208 Fi11 0.18 m Fill of 214

209 Layer 0.2 m Levelling/demolition deposit Pot1ery cl Trh

210 Cut 0.16 m Square cut pit

2t1 rill 0.1 6rn Fill of2l0

2t2 Cut 1.0 m Possible quany pit c13rlt14rh

2t3 Filt 0.15 m Fill of 212 Pottery, Tile ClJrl l4rh

2t4 Cut 0.18 m Possible pit

215 Cul 0.2 m Possible pit

216 Deposit 0.35 m Clay silt layer

2t'7 Fill F l o1229

218 Cut 075m Possible pít Cl lth/l3th

2t9 Fill 0.45 r¡ Fill of218 Pottery, Bone cl lrh./l3rh

220 Cut 0.04 m Post hole

221 Filt 004m Fill of220

222 Fill 0.7 m Fill of 212 Pottery cl1rh/l3th

Fill 0.5 m Fill of2l2

Fitl 02m F ill of 212

22s Layer Nahrral chalk

226 Fill 0.3 m Fill of2l8 Poftcry, Bonc C11th./l311r

22'7 Fill 0.1 rn Fill of 218

228 Fitl 0,12 m Fill o1218

229 Cul Possible ditch or quary pit

Cr Oxford Atcl)aeologjcal Unit Ltd. Ocbbcr 2004 8
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APPENDTX 2 POTTERY IiDPORT ( nv C,\Rorn Wrurirrir)

8.1.4 The pottery assemblage corrprised 67 sherds with a total weight of 695 kg, and a

broad date range flom Român to Post-Medieval, The nedieval assemblage of
mainly abraded body sherds were mixed with a small amount of residual Roman

sherds e,g. contexts 219 a¡d 222. The medieval rirn sherds present in çontex|s 222,

2Ig,226 and 213 were all from jars. The Post-Medieval wares wele mainly 17'r'

century and later, and the vessel forms ranged from pancheon food preparation

dishes to fìne¡ tablewares.

Corrtext
No. ,,:f
,9ltcr¡Is

Weight Føbric Dat¿
Bedfordshire
Poll¿ztt Codc

t02 t1 Redware Post-Med P01

213 4 31 ?13lt4thc
209 2 Surrev Border Ware r6tI'tthc P09

2 t2 White tinglâzed
earlhenwa¡e

tTrhc + P33

Staffordshire traìled
slinware

l Tthc + P30

66 Redware 17rhc + P02

206 5 Tinglazed eafthenware 1 SthC+ P33

11 14 Tir.Lclazed earthenware? Post-Med P33

98 Redwale Post-Med P02

203 5 18thc+

t17 48 Slone\À,âre Post-Med P50

9 Tinglazed earthenware 1 SthC + P33

3 34 White tinglazed
earthenware

PosGMed P33

1 8 Redware ?15/t6thc F.02

222 2 3 Oxfold Colour-coated Roman R11D
I 24 OXY $æe I 1-1 3th(l c01
I 9 ?10/l ltliC
1 ?Roman

2 15 medieval c0l
I 28 tz-14thc c04

t24 2 t0 ?Ronran

226 7 ?Romar
6 Earlv Sunev Ware? 1. r tl2thc cl6
16 1 1-13rhc c03
5 V.abraded

219 8 46 Samian-/Ox Colour
coated +

Roman lxR01&Rl1D
1 x moflarium
I x Roman dish
4 x ? Ronran

22 OXB lype Late Saxon
Shellv Ware

l0-1 lthc 804

8 39 I 1-l3rhC c03
8 69 I I -13rh(l c03

l8 t 1- 13thC c03
71 CBM?

3 6 ?Roman

Totals 67 695

O Oxfor'¿ Arcbacological Unit Ltcl. Oct<tbcr'2004 9
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APPENDIX 3 IIIßLIOCRAPHY AND REFERtrNCES

H{T,2000 Land to the Rear of the Quadrant Centre Ashton St Peter's Lov'er School.
Dunstable, Bed[ordshire: An Archaeological Et¡aluation, Unpublished report no. 477

IFA, 1999 Standards and Guidance .þr Archaeological Evaluation

OA, 2004 Ashton St Peter's Lou,er Scltool, Clrurch Steet, Duttstable, Bed{òrdshire.
Wrilrcn Schelne of lnvestigation

OAU, 1992 Fieldwork Manual (ed. D.Wìlkinson)

W arren,2002 Archaeologicol work in Dwtstuble, 2001-2002, Manshead Magazine No. 42,
October 2002

APPENDIX4 SUMMARY OF SITtr DETAILS

Site namc: Ashton St Peter's Lower School, Church Street, Dunstable, Bedfordshire
Site code: 20041111
Grid reference: TU 0186 222090
Type of evaluation: Two machine excavated ttenches
Date and duration of project: 26th-27th January 2004
Area of site: 0.6 hectares
Summary of results: The evaluation produced evidence of a possible Rornan pit ald early
medieval, possible quarrying pits and mid/late post-rledieval activity.
Location of archive: The archive is currently held at OA, Janus House, Osney Mead,
Oxford, OX2 0ËS, and will be deposited with an appropriate museum in due course,

G¡ Oxfo|d Alchaeological Lhit t,td. Octobcr 2004 10
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Figure l: Site location

Reproduced from the Landranger 1:25,000 scale by permission of the Ordnance
Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Malesty's Stalionery Otfice
@ Crown Copyright 2002. All rights reserved. Licence No. AL 100005569
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Figure 2: Trench location plan
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Figure 3: Trench 1, plan and sections
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Figure 4: Trench 2, plan and sections
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