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Bannister House, 7 — 8 Brewer Street, Oxford

Summary

Oxford Archaeology has undertaken a programme sfohic building recording on
Nos 7-8 Brewer Street (Bannister House) in Oxfordrgo its renovation as part of a
large development by Pembroke College.

Bannister House is a multi phase structure fromolwhiNo. 7 appears to be the oldest
surviving element, probably dating from the midlate 17" century, although it is
possible that the cellar and ground floor couldaiet earlier elements. No. 7 is a fine
example of a large urban timber framed building asgrobably representative of a
certain phase of timber frame building in Oxfortlycivhich has now mostly been lost.

The first phase of No. 8, to the north, was builtoothe stone west gable wall of No.
7, probably in the late I7century. It is a small three storied stone builgiwith a
single room at each level. The roof shows eviderfceearrangement in the 9
century, probably around the time of the first esien to the south and as a
consequence the southern arrangement of thepfirase has been lost.

No evidence of any major phase of alterations & 1" century appears to survive
and the second phase of Ni to the sout, is likely to date to the first half of the9
century. It is a relatively high status extensiathvhigh ceilings and a grand, ornate
staircase which demonstrates an aggrandisemeriteohbuse. The third pha to the
wes, which added a further three large rooms to theidey was likely to have been
built shortly after in the early to mid ™ century.

The investigation of Bannister House forms part afwider programme of
archaeological work at the Pembroke College develept site which also includes
the recording of several other structures prior tteeir demolition (including No. 6
Brewer Street) and below-ground recording durintgusive works. The current report
has enhanced understanding of Bannister House aadds to a previous analysis
undertaken by the Oxfordshire Buildings Record ayN011.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

1.1.1  Oxford Archaeology have been commissioneddmti?oke College to undertake a series
of archaeological works and programmes of histbridding investigation prior to or as
part of a major development on the south side afwer Street. The current report
focuses on the recording of the Grade Il listed riBster House (7 & 8 Brewer Street)
prior to its renovation and has been requested dyidRadford, the City Archaeologist
as a condition of listed building consent (09/01/08T) due to the historic significance
of the building. Bannister House is of significdmstoric interest and is made up of four
phases of construction ranging from thé t@ntury to the 19century.

1.1.2 A previous investigation on 7-8 Brewer Streets undertaken by the Oxfordshire
Buildings Record (OBR) and a report produced by iba¥ark (May 2011). The main
results of this investigation have been incorpatatg¢o the current document although
not every detail has been repeated.

1.1.3  OA has previously undertaken a separate pmogeof building recording as a separate
condition of planning permission on four structumsbich were demolished in the
development. The report on this previous invesiigatcovering 6 Brewer Street, Hall
the Printers, the surviving walls from a histori@althouse on Rose Place and a nib of
wall adjacent to Micklem Hall, has already beemésts(December 2011).

1.1.4  OA has also undertaken a programme of belamusgt archaeological works as part of
the same project.

1.2 Aims and objectives

1.2.1  The main aim of the project was to record gosterity the historic structure prior to
renovation, while surviving features of archaeotagjiinterest were exposed and while
there was the opportunity for access providedhaydcaffolding. The work particularly
concentrates on the building’s structure, consionalevelopment and use.

1.3 Methodology

1.3.1  The building recording has been undertaken at L&\ek defined by English Heritage in
Understanding Historic Buildings: a Guide to Goodderding Practic, 2006) and
consisted of three principal elements: a photograggtord, a drawn record and a written
record.

1.1.1  The photographic record consisted of 35 mm film (black and white prints)dadigital
photography. It included both general views of &utes and specific details, particularly
of timber framing and joinery on elevations and ribef.

1.1.2 The drawn record consisted of plans and elevations of historic #mframing at an
appropriate scale. Where practicable these weredbais existing surveys of the building
provided by Pembroke College. Much additional detzas recorded on the existing
drawings such as construction phasing.

1.1.3 The written record (this report) complemertteldrawn record and includes a description
of the fabric and features revealed during the wamkd an analysis of their construction,
function and development and relationship to théeint phases of the building. The
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written record also includes descriptions of thevising historic timber framing of the
structure.

The recording was commissioned and undertakefugust 2011 after the erection of
scaffolding at the site and after the initial starsoftstrip works.

2 HsTORICAL BACKGROUND

2.1
211

2.2
221

2.3
23.1

2.3.2

Introduction

The following historical background is basedmaps, the principal secondary sources
and previous research undertaken by Oxford Arcloagollt concentrates on the post-
medieval period, from when all the structures ia tlurrent report date.

The Medieval period

The site of Bannister House lies on the seidh of the extra-mural road (Brewer Street,
formerly Sleying Lane), with the medieval town waltending along the north side of
the street. The site was part of a row of longeents extending from the street to the
Trill Mill Stream, once a wider river channel buatér canalised as a regular boundary,
utilised by the riparian owners. The Hundred Relisvey of 1279 shows that tenements
were present by then, as they had perhaps beenlémg time, and while details of many
individual tenements here are poorly understood abse of inadequate later
documentation, these two properties are rather ngetirded (Salter 1969, 45-47). No. 7
Brewer Street (Salter's SA¥) was first mentioned in 1279, paying an ancient te the
Hospital of St John, later a property of St Eblpelash. It was perhaps no more than a
garden by the ™ century, but a brewhouse by 1570. Brewing is kndawrmave been
undertaken in this area in the medieval period sladghter houses are also known to
have been present, particularly following the bantloe slaughtering of animals inside
the city walls in 1339. Following this slaughteruses tended to move to areas like
Brewer Street, just outside the city wall. No. &Ber Street (part of Salter's 39 is
mentioned in a grant of ¢.1250 paying a rent todbam Abbey (as did its neighbour),
and was later one of John Stodley's propertiesgassed to New College, who retained
it until 1773.

Post Medieval

The listed buildings at Nos 7 and 8 Brewee@&trare believed to be of 17th century
origin, and are likely to be representative of otbentemporary buildings along Brewer
Street now lost, and No. 3 Littlegate Street whighs demolished in 1972. Like
Pembroke Street, Brewer Street may have been suiadia rebuilt in the 18 and 17
centuries.

The documentary evidence of the site as mesdiabove includes a St Ebbe's parish
property (No. 7) and a New College property (Na. 8)few of the New College leases
were inspected by Salter, and he lists some op#resh tenants for more recent period
the college archives contain deeds of purchaseaafedv earlier records (PMB/G/4/9/7
nos 1 to 83). By 1570, No. 7 was a brewhouse dedupy John Comber. Agas' Map of
1587 shows typical narrow medieval tenements frognBrewer Street with garden plots
behind (Fig. 3). The rear boundary of the tenemerats formed by the Trill Mill Stream.
There are buildings shown fronting Brewer Street thus not possible to precisely
determine the location of what is today No.7- 8\vize Street.

© Oxford Archaeology Page 4 of 17 December 2011
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2.3.3

2.3.4

2.35

2.3.6

2.3.7

2.3.8

David Loggan’s map of 1675 suggests that by tfate further buildings had been
constructed along the length of the tenement plith some fronting Littlegate Street,

and more along the Trill Mill Stream (Fig. 5). Thds a building shown on the site of
No. 7 at this time but it is difficult to tell itis the same building that exists today. At this
time the site was occupied by William Belgrave but1708, Edward Palmer, a butcher,
was occupying the site (Salter 1969).

The footprint of the site is seen more clearlyfaylor’s map of 1751 (Fig. 6), by which

time No. 7 would have almost certainly been builts likely that at least the first phase

of No. 8 (see 3.3) existed at the time and thepidot can be seen attached to No. 7.
There are, however, additional buildings attachedhe west of No. 8, which do not

match the footprint of the existing structures,gegging that they were added later.

Currently available title deeds for Brewere®trdo not always allow for a detailed
understanding of the occupation of the post-medistraet (and the numbering in e.g.
street directories is often confused). AnalysisSafiter's edition of the 1772 paving
survey (Salter 1920) is valuable in determining léter 18' century ownership and use
of the properties on the southern side of Breweee$t The 1772 survey is particularly
useful because it includes a measurement of théhweideach premises' frontage so it is
possible to pinpoint with confidence the plots redd to in the survey. The parish leases
show that the site of the current No. 7 was ocedipn 1772 by a brewer called Henry
Drought. From 1781, the site was occupied by WilliBrought and by Edward Edge,
mason, in 1788. In 1802, William Slatter took upidence, followed shortly after by
William Duck in 1802. Between 1818 and 1835, thewsr Edward Micklem was
occupant (Salter 1969).

The 1:500 town plan of Oxford (1878) providesery useful and detailed record of the
site in the later 19th century (Fig 7). This clgashows the footprint of the site as it
exists today, including the garden and steps intowest side of No. 8 where there are
Palladian French doors. Interestingly, the map shewvat appear to be small steps into
the north side of No. 7 where there is a bay window, suggesting that there may have
been a door there at this time.

The 1921 OS Map (Fig. 8) shows the footprinthe property to be the same, however
the garden to the west of No. 8 had been builhig/date and by the time of the 1939 OS
Map (Fig. 10) so had the south side of the gartkaying only a very narrow external
space between buildings.

Kelly's Directory from 1924 shows that Grairfg&Co (Pawnbrokers) were at No. 7 and
No. 8 as well as at No.6 and No. 9 Brewer Streéhe 1928 directory shows little

difference to that of 1924. From the late 1930sluhe 1950s, the properties fell into
domestic use and thereafter, they have been uséebgolleges, first by St. Catherine's
and then by Pembroke college as student accommoodatim the 1990s onwards.

3 (ENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SITE

3.1.1

3.1.2

Brewer Street runs east to west between gétke Street (to the west) and St Aldates (to
the east) within the southern part of the histeeatre of Oxford. The northern part of
Brewer Street is formed by the remains of the ell, with buildings fronting the
southern side. The development site is therefomaddiately outside the medieval city
wall. The plots of No. 7 and No. 8 extend southwaagvay from the wall but No. 8 is
shorter having been truncated by one of those ddcittilegate Street.

Bannister house is a multi phased complexrattires, made up of No. 7 to the east, a
large three storied timber frame building, thoutghtlate to the late 17century, and No.
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8 to the west, which is largely stone built and lssleast three distinct phases of
construction, the largest of which are thought atedto the 19 century. The buildings
are connected on the ground and first floors bwvildid on the second floor.

4 No. 7 BReweR STREeT. DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

4.1
41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

External Description

No. 7 is a large three storied building witlgabled bay facing east and west and two
smaller dormer gables on both the north side aadstiuth side. The ground floor walls
are largely of random limestone rubble while astfiand second floor three of the four
elevations (north, east and south) are timber frantedates to the late T7century is
likely to be entirely of one phase.

North elevation: The entrance into No. 7 is situated in the easter of the north facade
(Fig 11).1t has a large wooden 6-panelled door with a fghtliabove and to the right of
this on the ground floor are two large curved, iHight bay windows. The first floor
features two large inserted multi-light sash windowith moulded wooden frames.
Above these, at second floor level are two smadkogent windows, which sit just below
the level of the wall plate under the dormer gables

South elevation: Much of the ground floor of the south elevationofsbrick although
there is a vertical section of stone towards thet.€ehe fenestration in this wall is less
regular than that to the no (Fig 11) andaccess into the building from this side is
provided by a doorway towards the east. To theotethis at ground floor level is a large
casement window while the second floor features wuiti-light casement windows and
a small square stairwell window in between. At secdloor level are two multi-light
casements; the left window being the larger oftiine

Thewestern elevation of No. 7 is stone built and is obscured by Now&ijch is built
against it.

The gabledast elevation has no fenestration and at the time of surveyirtber framing
had been exposed by the removal of re (Fig 12) allowing its detailed recording. At
ground floor level the elevation is of uncoursedbie limestone with a pale brown,
friable lime morta (Plate 1).In places, original limewash can still be seen, alhis
described as a red ochre limewash (Clark 2011).

Timber framing: The main upper floors have a 'platform' typetiofber frame where
rather than being constructed as a box with fuliglhte posts the second floor is
structurally separate from the first floor and fifeetively placed on top ott. Theframing
comprises widely spaced studs, pegged into pld¥stes 3-5). Pegged mortices and
tenons are used for larger studs, particularlytendast gable elevation, and at the ends
of arched bracig (Plate 6) whe smaller intermediate studs are nailed. The &sof the
first and second floor are separate but the sill wall plates are built into the western
stone gable on the north and south si(Plate 7) There is a misalignment of the upper
and lower frames on both elevations. Second floistg sit between the wall plate of the
first floor and the sill plate of the second floblere, the ends of 'hedge post' joists can be
seen lodged between the plates of the two fraiPlate 8). This structural form is similar

to that used in buildings with jetties where theepfloor would project beyond the line
of the ground floor and it could be that an initgn for a jetty was abandoned during
construction. However it may be more likely thaisttiorm is simply an archaic
vernacular continuation from an older constructidoem when jetties were used.

© Oxford Archaeology Page 6 of 17 December 2011
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4.1.7

4.2
4.2.1

422

4.2.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

The lower frame, as well as sitting in the t@as stone gable, sits on the wall plate of the
stone lower level. The upper frame is nailed inte tprincipal rafters of the roof
structure. The principal rafters can be seen inetkgosed timber framing of the second
floor rooms and their footing can be seen in thacspbetween the first floor wall plate
and the second floor sill plate.

Internal Description

Ground Floor and Celle (Fig. 13 The ground floor of No. 7 is entered through the
doorway in the north fagade or through the doonivayhe south (rear) both of which
open into a passage against the east gable wahotesl in the OBR report this passage
can be seen to be secondary because the eastttbeees which continues through into
the passage from the main room to the west haspacbiamfer adjacent to the east gable
wall.

At the south side of the entrance passageway, stithe stairs descending east to west, is
the cellar. The stairs appear to be original bucimaf the room has been plastered with
cement. Bore holes in the south wall show the cértebe approximately 5-7cm thick
but plaster on the north wall is much thinner, edgd where patches have fallen off. The
room is irregularly shaped and in the west andmuslls are deep alcoves, most likely
for storage use (Plate 9), as well as stone supparthe large chimney stack above. The
floor of the cellar is of stone and the ceilingpfsreinforced concrete with exposed RSJs
at the top of the south and part of the west wdlle cellar is located at the west side
underneath the ground floor of No. 7 and is alntlbetfull width of the building north to
south.

A doorway in the west side of the ground fleatrance passage leads to a dog legged
corridor, which features the staircase to the fil@br against the south w. The west
end of the corridor features the entrance into 8ldhrough the south side of the west
stone party wall.

On the north side of the corridor is a doonw@p a large northern room. This is lit by
the two bay windows in the north elevation. At time of survey, the room was mostly
filled with scaffolding and building materials bilte west stone party wall could be seen
where patches of plaster had been removed. Likedisé and north ground floor walls,
this wall is built with uncoursed rubble limestowéh a pale brown, friable lime mortar
(Plate 10) Towards the centre of the party wall is what was dilady to have been a
chimney stack, which stands proud from the walhpproximately 35cm. The end of the
ceiling truss, which runs east to west, sits omeell built into the stone chimney stack
(Plate 11. The floor of the room is of modern concrete. Nt@$ from a former partition
are visible in the underside of a north to southtjm this room confirming that this area
would formerly have been divided into two rooms.

First Floor The first floor is reached by a narrow, closed-wdlmber staircase,
ascending west to east against the south wall aadtly above the stone cellar stairs. At
the time of survey, much of the staircase was extasmodern cork board but in places,
narrow turned balusters can be seen and it isylikeht the frame of the staircase is
original. More of the staircase was visible wheneT@xfordshire Buildings Record
visited the site and as their report nc'this type of baluster became popular after 1655
and continued well into the ™ century. The steps themselves appear to be more
modern. The south wall of the stairway betweengtmind and first floors features a
small square window with what appears to be™ century window catc(Plate 12,
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4.2.6

4.2.7

4.2.8

4.2.9

4.2.10

4.2.11

The first floor features a small landing and isidéd up into three rooms. The largest of
the three rooms is entered from the landing towilkest and runs the full width of the
building, north to south. It has a window in eadhite north and south wall(Plate 13)
and the chimney stack from the large north roonttenground floor below continues
upwards through the west party wall of this roormifarly to at the floor below, the
fireplace has at some point been completely blocked plastered over. The 8-over-8
sash in the north wall of this room is of partiguilaterest because it has a very similar
form to several known early 18th-century buildingsOxfordshire (see OBR report).
These windows have a distinctive square boss ahtbesection of the glazing bars.

Another smaller room is entered from the north sifléhe landing and this features a
large later sash window with moulded wooden framehie north wall(Plate 14 and
chimney stack in the east gable wall. This fireplhas been blocked and plastered over.
At the time of the survey, the lower panel in thehter framing to the left of the window
had been removed. As noted in the OBR report eciglsnrvives from an earlier window
within the opening of the current sash. To thetlsai this room, in between the stairway
and the east gable wall, is a much smaller roorh wisquare timber framed window in
the east wal(Plate 15. At the time of the survey, this room was in veogor condition,
with damage to outer walls and flooring, and saeasavas limited.

The framing in the first floor rooms is exposed asaf box frame construction. Walls
feature large, widely-spaced studs with mid radlsoned into them and occasional arched
braces (Plate 15). Where plaster has been remawdaden out of panels, original lath
and plaster construction is revealed. Floor jomts are evenly spaced approximately
30cm apart and are approximately 9 x 1lcm in widtld height (Plate 16). Joists
throughout the first floor are consistent in sizel all run north to south suggesting one
probably primary phase.

Second Floc The second floor is reached by the small timbaircise against the south
wall and it opens onto a small landing directly @bohe landing belov(Fig. 15) In the
south wall is a small casement window with & century catcl(Plate 17, Rooms to the
north and to the east of the landing have the dawtgrint as the rooms below. Exposed
timbers show the box construction of the rooms Wwelwowever, these rooms sit under
the gables of the roof and principal rafters whhit butt purlins also expos¢Plates 18

& 19). Butt purlins were commonly used in the™ century where attic spaces were used
as rooms(Plate 20) Dormer gables are constructed onto the princigétmmon the north
and south sides with less substantial timbers thammain frame. The timber frame on
the second floor, like the first floor, featuresasional arched braces.

The west side of the landing, opens into a smatlidor orientated east to west, with a
small room at either side, north and south. Therr@m the north side is similar to the
room directly east of it on the north side of tlecand floor. Both are situated under
dormer gables and have exposed principal raftedgsveindows in the north wall. The
room to the west however, is built against the veéshe party wall and where patches of
plaster have been removed, it's coursing is visiBl@atch in the north corner shows
large limestone blocks, like quoininPlate 27, and a patch closer to the centre of the
wall shows much smaller and much more irregulablellzoursing(Plate 22. Above the
central patch is a deep alcove built into the w#H. possible that this at one point was a
window (Plate 23).The small room to the south of the second flooridor is narrow
with a window in it's south wall. In the east wallit's exposed principal rafte (Plates
24) end the west wall is the plastered stone party wall.

Floor joists are consistent with those on the figdr and all are orientated north to south
suggesting that they are all one phase and likebetoriginal.
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4.2.12

4.2.13

5 No.

5.1
511

5.1.2

5.2
5.2.1

5.2.2

Roof StructureAs discussed above, the roof structure of No.7 awap a gabled roof,
orientated east to west, with two dormer gablegshennorth and south sid(Fig. 16).
The central pitched roof is constructed with thpemcipal rafters with butt purlins at
interior ceiling level. Collars are pegged intonmipal rafters(Plate 25, Common rafters
are pegged at their apex, as well as to the purbngl there is no ridge beam. The
footings of principal rafters sit on the wall plai€the first floor along with the joists of
the second floor. The roof also features birds-inadilars, which appear to have been
knocked in halfway through the bays and into dosmafter constructior(Plate 26).
Gulleys for rain water run between the dormersititee side Plate 27).

The dormers have a similar construction to the maof with paired rafters, pegged at

the apex and to the purlins. Purlins here, howeser,loosely clasped and the dormers
are more crudely assembled than the main (Plate 28. Evidence suggests that the

dormers are probably contemporary with the mairf sbaucture. Despite the differences

in quality of construction, the structures run tibge and match smoothly. There is no
evidence to suggest that the main roof was evereat beneath where the dormers were
built on. Many assembly marks can be see in th&stoocture of No. ‘(Plate 29.

8 BrewER STREET, DESCRIPTION ANDANALYSIS

General Description

No. 8 Brewer Street is a later but more cooapdid structure than No. 7. It is made up of
three main phases, which roughly date from the 1ateto the 19 centuries. For ease of
description, the phases have been divided &tp8B and8C. Abutting the stone west
gable of No. 7 is a small narrow three storey stoméding @A) of probable later 17th-
century date. To the south of this, and to thetsodst of No. 7, is a large three storied
red brick building, rectangular in plaBg) and probably added in the earlief"k®ntury.
The space between this and the narrow stone bighted a large stairway. Built onto the
west of the narrow stone build and the stairwathés final phase, a large three storied
stone building, rectangular in plaBQ) and probably added towards the mid' t@ntury.
The large stairway in the centre of these thretings provides access to all of them but
because of discrepancies in height of each strectirst and second floor doorways are
at different levels as one ascends the stairs.

These extensions, along with No. 7, creat®raptex of buildings with an overall T-
staped plan (Figs. 13- 16) and roof structures ofyinar heights (Plate 30).

External Description

At the time of the survey, access to the exterfdd@. 8 was extremely limited due to the
construction site and access around scaffoldingalt possible however to view parts of
the exterior walls and the roof.

8A has one bay built of irregularly coursed limestonkble and abuts the west wall of
No. 7, which prior to the building ¢8A, was an exterior wall (Plate 7). When it was
built, 8A would have had exterior walls to the forivest and south, however the west
and south elevations are now obscured8B and 8C respectively. The only existing
interior wall is that which faces north onto Brew&treet and this features™ century
sash windows at ground floor and first floor levél. also features small original
casements at first floor and ground floor leveleTioof is pitched, orientated east to
west, and was likely to have been gabled to the hefmre8C was added.
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5.2.3

5.2.4

5.3
531

5.3.2

5.3.3

5.34

8B is a large single bay structure with exterior wal the east, west and south. It is
stone built on the ground floor with timber framiagove and a red brick chimney stack
in the south elevation. The north elevation is obsd by the building's large stairwell
and by8A. Thiswould always have been an internal wall, with tkeeption of that part
of the elevation that is higher thi8A. The south elevation features two large arched
windows with fan lights high up at ground floor &vThe first floor features a wide sash
window on the left hand side and a narrower sastdew to the right. The second floor
features a single narrow sash window on the lefidhside. The west elevation features
large Palladian style French doors at ground fleeel and twin sash windows at first
floor and second floor level. In the second flobittee east elevation are a narrow sash
window on the left side and a small modern casermerhe right. The roof is gabled and
located in the south gable and the north east cavhéhe roof of8B are the only two
extant chimneys in the entire complex of buildings.

8C is a large single bay structure with exterior watlsthe north, west and south. It is
built of red brick on the ground floor and timbearhing above with a red brick chimney
stack in the south wall. It abu8A and the stairway 08B to the east. It is accessed
through the west elevation through a doorway inrtbieth side of the ground floor, and to
the right of this is a large casement window. Tih& find second floors feature large sash
windows. In the first floor of the north elevatia large casement window and above it
in the second floor is a large sash window. Thdlselevation, partially obscured by the
earlier 8B, features a casement in the ground floor and la wé@sdow in the first floor.
Both casements and sashes are of similar stylds mittiple lights and likely to all be
contemporary with the structure. The roof is or@et north to south and hipped.

Internal Description

Ground Floo No. 8 Brewer Street is entered through the doorinahe west elevation
of 8C and into a short passage along its north side (E3). This passage turns at the
north east corner (8C and runs along the formerly external wall of 8Adé&orway on
the west side of this passage leads to a small rg®late 31). In the south wall is a
simple brick fireplace with the partial remainsaotvooden fire surround and in the west
wall is a large casement window. The walls andmgibre of lath and plaster and there is
a simple dado rail and skirting board around théswva

At the south end of the passage is a doorway wleiatis into a single large room within
the ground floor 0'8B. This has a high ceiling and is decorated wittarciful cornice
and window surrounds as well as Palladian Frendrsdim the west wall, showing that
this was a high status space (Plates 32- 34). [bbe is boarded with some joists visible.
Joists are narrow at 8 x 6xm and spaced 21- 25ari.ap

In a doorway through the north wall of this roonaishort passageway, which leads into
No. 7 to the east and into the ground floor8A to the north. Where plaster has been
removed from the west wall of this room (Gr flodr&A), a large opening blocked with
red brick can be seen in the stone wall (Plate BBg north wall has a window, which
faces out onto Brewer Street and in the south welllich is constructed of lath and
plaster, the underside of the stairway8B can be seen. The ceiling features a large
chamfered beam, orientated east to west, whiclositsooden posts against the east and
west walls. Modern floor joists from the floor aleoare tenoned into this (Plate 36).

The staircase (8B is a very elegant geometrical structure which wiadound a central
open well and ascends the full height of the boddiThe stairs rise from the west side of
8C's ground floor passage in an anti-clockwise dioectast to north. It is a timber
staircase that curves from the ground through ¢otdlp of the first floor, suggesting that
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5.3.5

5.3.6

5.3.7

5.3.8

5.3.9

these may be higher status spaces, and is simpdesquared on the second floor (Plate
37). Balusters are straight, squared and simpldewtie newels are turned and the
handrail is curved and sinuous as was the fasiidhd Georgian period. This simplicity
contrasts with the wooden sides of the steps withbeaded and moulded with a cavetto
design.

First Floor The first room reached by the stairs at the nerde is the first floor 08A
(Fig. 14). This is an irregularly shaped room oe south side where the stairway8B
curves around (Plate 38). In the north wall are twindows, a large later sash and a
small casement, which is likely to original. Astime small room below, there is a large
chamfered ceiling truss orientated east to wesichvkits on a timber upright against the
east wall and sits into the masonry of the west {Riate 39). The joists of the ceiling
above are exposed and tenoned into this truss.

Continuing up the stairs from east to west, theasme of8C's first floor room is
reached. This a large room with a high ceiling anidinal windows in the north, west
and south walls. The chimney stack from the rootoweontinues into the south wall of
this room but the fireplace has been blocked aadteted over (Plate 40). The walls are
timber framed with lath and plaster, with the exaap of the red brick south wall, but
the stone build of 8A and 8B can be see throughaggmin the walls on the east and
south sides (Plate 41). Floor joists are deep xatl3cm and approximately 34cm apart
and ceiling joists, where seen, sit in the stond wfa8A. Above the doorway into the
room in the east wall, the end of the stone wa8A can be seen, and to the right of it,
the lath and plaster wall 8B's stairway abuts it (Plate 42).

Outside this room, the stairs ascend north to stathe first floor room 08B, which is
considerably higher than the those8A and8B. This room has a high ceiling and sash
windows in the south and west walls and a wide ddo@ cornice (Plate 43). The south
wall features a chimney breast but the fireplace baen blocked and plastered over.
Where floor boards have been removed, a large $teadgh has been exposed, which sits
on floor joists (Plate 44). Floor joists where egpd are deep, at approximately 6.5 x
14cm and 27-33cm apart, and sit on the red bridkafdhe ground floor room.

Second floc The staircase continues around anti-clockwiseht riorth and the first
room reached is the second floor roonr8A|, a small room with an original window in
the north wall (Fig. 15). At the time of surveyeth was no access to this room but it was
possible to view it from the doorway. This roonsgiinder the roof c8A, which at the
time of the survey was exposed. It is a simple sinicture of common rafters, which sit
on the northern wall plate. On the south side, h@werafters sit in a large chamfered
beam, orientated east to west (Plate 45). Anotkees of rafters, which are pitched
towards the south rest on this beam suggestinc8A once had a double roof structure,
the south side of which was truncated by the rdothe stairway. There is a small
blocked window in the stone west wall of the rodhe other side of whict8C is built
onto.

The next room on the stairs is the second floc8C. This has the same footprint as the
room below but it sits under the hipped roof (PK#&. Purlins can be seen in the roof on
the east and west sides. The south wall featuresréld brick chimney breast and
although the fire is not blocked, the fire surrouraks been removed. In the south wall,
between the fireplace and the north west cornel @§e8B, which 8A abuts, is a simple
cupboard. This along with the notably smaller wiwdoand exposed ceiling timbers,
suggests that this is a lower status room thatvbédHtoor joists are perpendicular to joists
below and rest on them. They measure 5 x 21cm end@proximately 27cm apart.
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5.3.10

53.11

5.3.12

Higher up on the stairs, to the south eas8C, is the second floor room @B, the
highest room in the building complex (Plate 47)isTis a large high ceilinged room with
narrow sashes in the south and east walls andyarlaash window in the west wall. The
red brick chimney breast featured a small fireplacel and a simple wooden fire
surround. To the left of this is a large wooderrage cupboard with simple undecorated
panels. These features along with the lack of aiceror other decorative features
suggests that this room, like the second floor r@$i8C, is a lower status room than the
floor below it. At the time of the survey much tktfloor structure here was exposed and
the bare-faced dovetail tenons of the joists itie floor trusses could be seen. Floor
trusses are orientated east to west and floorsjoigirth to south. Through a hatch in the
ceiling, the attic space can be viewed, and thé stracture appears to be a very simple
modern structure with common rafters nailed todgeibeam (Plate 48).

Roof Structur As discussed above, the overall roof structurl@f8 is made up of three
phases of roofs of varying heights. The first phé8A on the north side, has been
truncated and encroached upon8B and8C respectively. The apex of the inner roof of
8A now has the rafters of a sloped roof on the neidle of8B resting on it (Plate 49).
The purpose of this sloped roof was to create Ispade for the stairway ascending in to
the higher second floor roo The roof structure 08B itself, being higher than the
others, is unaffected by them and is a simple wgaeled roof orientated north to south
(Fig. 16).

The roof of8C abuts the north west corner of the second floc8B, is built on top of
the west side 08A's roof. It is a hipped roof made up of a shorgedeam corner hip
rafters with tie beams nailed to common rafters.the most part it look original, except
for an area on the south side where a chimney bas bemoved and modern timbers
nailed in to fill the space (Plate 50).

6 ConcLusioN

6.1.1

6.1.2

No. 7 Brewer street on the south side of BreSteeet appears to be the oldest part of the
current Bannister House and probably dates frommtiteto late 17 century. The house

is likely to be the same building with dormers timshown on Loggan's map of 1675,
however it is possible that the cellar and grouondrfare earlier and relate to structures
shown on earlier maps. The insertion of the cutvayg windows sometime in the late™9
century changed the arrangement of the ground fimothe north elevation, which was
likely to have had a doorway on the right hand sadesuggested by the steps in the OS
map of 1878. The first and second floor is an oiggthpiece of timber framing and was
built at a point when ceilings were regularly beadded to the underside of upper level
floors. The frame is built with elm and there hasib a slight effort to add arches to the
bracing but this would have been covered over hgtgl on the exterior. The dormers are
crudely built, a fact that would have been hiddgmplaster and the ceilings in the second
floor, which suggests that they were always mefetyshow rather than space. The sash
windows in the first floor of the north elevatioaature thick glazing and a distinctive
type of cruciform moulding on the glazing bar seensome Oxford buildings, most
notably the Clarendon Building, dating to 1710. N¢.despite some shortfalls in the
carpentry and joinery, is a fine example of a largean timber framed building from the
17" century and is probably representative of a acenphiase of timber frame building in
Oxford city, which has now mostly been lost.

The first phase of No 8A, was built onto the stone west gable wall of Neormetime
around the late ¥7century . Because the south side of the structasedeen partially
truncated by the 9century addition of the large stairway, it is insgible to tell how the
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upper storeys o8A would have been accessed or how the south walldMoave been
arranged. The roof shows evidence of rearrangemehe 19' century, probably around
the time of the first extensio8B). The collars of the roof are nailed to the pairafters
with wrought iron nails that date roughly to the308 (Clark 2011).

6.1.3 No evidence of a significant " century phase of alterations appears to survige dne
to the addition of the ™" century structures, it is impossible to say ifrthever was one.
The second phase of No8B, is likely to date to the first half of the " century. It is a
relatively high status extension with high ceilirayal a grand, ornate staircase and shows
an aggrandisement of the house. The third pf8C, which added a further three large
rooms to the house, was likely to have been buitrtty after in the early to mid 9
century. The transition in style, from small™ century stone structure with small
windows, to the more grand, brighter, high ceilicigextensions shows not only the
change in styles from one century to the next t&d the growing desire for more high
status and spacious properties on Brewer Streathwhias becoming more a affluent
area since it's humble beginnings as an area chbot and brewing.

Deirdre Forde
December 2011

© Oxford Archaeology Page 13 of 17 December 2011



>

Bannister House, Brewer Street, Oxford Historic Building Recording and Investigation

APPENDIXA. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Published Sources

English Heritate, 2008Inderstanding Historic Buildings: a Guide to Goodderding Practice
Hibbert, C. 1992The Encyclopaedia of Oxford.

Salter H.E. 1920'Survey of Oxford in1772in Surveys and Toker@xford Historical Society 75

Salter, H.E. (eds. W. Pantin and W. Mitchell) 196@rvey of Oxford by the late Rev. H. E. Salter.
Oxford Historical Society new ser. XX

RCHM 1939 (reprinted 196&n Inventory of the Historical Monuments in theyG@f Oxford.

Unpublished Sources

D R Clark,Oxforshire Buildings Record Report OBR. 13@11

OA 2006 Brewer Street Development Oxford: Desk-Bassessment.

OA 2008. Pembroke College, Brewer Street, Oxforchaeological evaluation
OA 2008. Recording and assessment of boundary vizaltsver Street, Oxford

OA 2011 No.6 Brewer St and Associated structurissotic Building Recording

Maps

Agas’ Map of the City of Oxford (1578)

Hollar's Map of the City of Oxford (1643)

Logan’s Map of the City of Oxford (1673)

Taylor’s Map of the City of Oxford (1751)

Ordnance Survey 1:500 Map (1878)

Ordnance Survey First Edition Map 6” to 1 mile (1§7
Ordnance Survey Second Edition Map 6” to 1 mileSg@)3
Ordnance Survey Third Edition Map 6" to 1 mile (192
Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 Edition (1956)

© Oxford Archaeology Page 14 of 17 December 2011



>

Bannister House, Brewer Street, Oxford Historic Building Recording and Investigation

AprpPenDIX B. LisTep BuiLbing DescripTiONS

Building Name: 7, BREWER STREET, OXFORD

LBS Number: 245344 BREWER ST 1485 (South Side)
Grade: Il SP 5105 NW

Date Listed: 12/01/1954 12/587

NGR: SP 51255 05942 List entry Number: 1047340

House. Probably originally C17 but refronted lateCil8. The ground floor is stuccoed stone and the
upper part of roughcast timber-framing. 2-storeywtti gabled attics and a Welsh slate roof. In the
ground floor is a slightly-bowed window with a mdatl wood cornice above and a modillioned
cornice continuing over the front door which isaiplain frame. The 1st floor has 2 C18 sash
windows with 16-paned heavy glazing bars and withcaulded architrave over each. The attic
windows are 2-light casements. The back is rough-#&ad has a CI7 appearance.

Building Name: 8, BREWER STREET, OXFORD

LBS Number: 245345 BREWER ST 1485 (South Side)
Grade: Il SP 5105 NW

Date Listed: 12/01/1954 12/588

NGR: SP51248 05939 List entry Number: 1185289

House. C18 front and probably of the same origigding with No 7 (qv). Similar facade and the
ground floor is stuccoed and some of the windows l&mpler frames. The back is roughcast but
has a C17 appearance.
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Figure 11: Elevations of Bannister House
(based on proposal drawings showing the new Pembroke College development)
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Figure 12: Details of east elevation of No. 7
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First Floor
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Figure 14: First Floor plan of Bannister House

(based on proposal drawings showing the new Pembroke College development)
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Figure 15: Second Floor plan of Bannister House
(based on proposal drawings showing the new Pembroke College development)
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KEY TO WORKAREAS

To be read in conjunction with Schedule of Works
to existing roof

A No.7 Brewer Sreet

- Main Roof

No. 8 Brewer Sreet

- Front Central

- Central

- West

- Entrance

- Ground Aoor Bathroom Extension
- Rear Extension

- First Hoor Shoulder to Bxternal Wall
- Chimney

- Chimney

A=ImmMmMOoO W

Rainwater goodsto NBSR10-315

[ Phase 1 - 17th Century

- Phase 2 (8A) - 17th Century
Phase 3 (8B) - 19th Century

Il Phase 4 (8C) - 19th Century
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Figure 16: Roof plan of Bannister House
(based on proposal drawings showing the new Pembroke College development)
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Plate 1: Pria imestone rubble coursing and laterred brick patching on
Ground Floor of No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 3: Timber framing on east elevation of No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 4: Timber framing on east
elevation of No. 7 Brewer Street
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Plate 7: North view of west stone
built wall showing wall and sill
plates of north elevations

i L z !

Plate 8: Wall and sill plates of north elevation showing floor joists in between
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Plate 11: Exposed west chimney stack in ground floor of No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 10: Exposed west stone
party wall in ground floor of No. 7
Brewer Street

Plate 12: Stairway between ground
and first floor, facing south, No. 7
Brewer Street
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Plate 14: North wall of north room, first floor, No. 7 Brewer Street

TR ! T i = il

Plate 15: East wall of south room, first floor, No. 7 Brewer Street Plate 16: Floor joists in west room, first floor, No. 7 Brewer Street
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Plate 17: Stairway on second floor,
facing south, No. 7 Brewer Street

.

Plate 19: East wall of north east room, second floor, No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 18: East wall of north east room, second floor, No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 20: Butt purlin in roof, facing west, second floor, No. 7 Brewer Street
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Plate 21: Exposed masonry in west
party wall, second floor, No. 7

Plate 23: West party wall with alcove, second floor, No. 7 Brewer Street

Plate 22: Exposed masonry in west
party wall, second floor, No. 7
Brewer Street

Plate 24: Principal rafter in east
wall of south west room, second
floor, No. 7 Brewer Street
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Plate 27: Roof structure of No. 7 Brewer Street, facing north east Plate 28: Structure of north dormer showing purlin, No. 7 Brewer Street
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Plate 31: Ground floor room of
8C, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 30: Roof structures of No. 7
and part of No. 8, facing east

Plate 32: Palladian french doors in ground floor of 8B, No. 8 Brewer Street
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Plate 35: Red brick blocking in west wall of ground floor of 8 A, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 34: Window surround in
ground floor of 8B, No. 8 Brewer
Street

Plate 36: Chamfered truss in ground floor of 8A, No. 8 Brewer Street
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Plate 37: Stairway of 8B, No. 8
Brewer Street

Plate 39: Chamfered truss in first floor room of 8 A, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 40: First floor room of 8C, facing south, No. 8 Brewer Street
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Plate 41: North east corner of first floor room of 8C, No. 8 Brewer Street

ey

Plate 43: Second floor room of 8B, facing west, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 42: East doorway of first floor
room of 8C, No. 8 Brewer Street

SRR | (5 4,

Plate 44: Hearth in first floor room of 8B, facing south, No. 8 Brewer Street
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Plate 45: Chamfered ceiling

facing west, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 47: Second floor room of 8B, facing south, No. 8 Brewer Street

beam in second floor room of 8A,

Plate 46: Second floor room of 8C, facing south, No. 8 Brewer Street

Plate 48: Roof structure of 8B, seen through hatch in ceiling of second floor.
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Plate 49: Roof structures of No. 7 (left), 8

facing south

Plate 51: Roof structure of 8C, facing north

east



