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Figure 2: Site plan of De Montalt Mill, Combe Down, Bath 
(based on a survey by H.J. Rees & Company Ltd, Chartered Land Surveyors)
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Figure 3: Site plan showing excavated areas and buildings. The lower ground 
floor of Building 1 is shown (based on a survey by H.J. Rees & Company Ltd)
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Key

Wheel pit (from historical sources)

Area outline (as in figure 3)

Wall described as temporary in 1808.
The boiler was probably sited between       and 

Part of the boiler ducting

Thought to be the site of the steam engine itself

Small shaft leading to the void under

Figure 4: Detail of Buildings 5a and 5b 
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Figure 5: Detail of Building 5c, Structure 1, and Trenches 1a and 1b 
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Western cellar reconstructed
Area outline (as in figure 3)
Trench outlines

(Individual context numbers for the brick elements of 
Structure 1 have been omitted for clarity)
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Left; Trench 1a, the northern part of Trench 1. The cellar floor and 
the brick and stone conduit are shown, as well as the massive 
amount of rubble infill in the cellar. Note the silting predating the 
infill.
Below; Trench 1b, the southern part of Trench 1. The cellar struc-
tures are shown. Layer 136 is the original stone chip makeup of the 
1805 yard, covered by later 19th century makeup. 144/145 appear 
to be part of a demolished later 19th century building.

Figure 6: Trench 1a and b
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The cellar structure and infill is shown (the latter schematically). The side of the stone chambers, 
interpreted as water tanks (contexts 134 and 135) are shown, probably robbed of facing, some of 
which survives on the south, and the manhole, 133.

Figure 7: Trench 1b, the southern part of Trench 1
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Walls 101 and 107, and the end of 103, are shown in elevation. The brick structure is shown in section 
just south of the lintel 120 and the curved end wall of 117 is shown in elevation behind it. Blocks 119 
are the “quadrant” fire bricks stamped with “Hickman and Co. Stourbridge”. The profile of the surface 
of the slabs (104) in front is also indicated. 102 are blocks of the flue incorporated in 101, shown 
before further excavation.

Figure 8: Section and elevations of Structure 1 from the south
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Figure 9:  A detail from a drawing by Mrs Tackler of Bath which shows the mill after the construction 
of single pitch roofed Building 5a and the gabled “western building”, and before the construction of 
Building 3. It ought, therefore, to date from before 1810. There is a suggestion of a single storey 
building between them, perhaps Building 5b. It is known that Mrs Tackler was active in the 1850s, 
yet her details also predate the structures shown on Cotterell’s 1852 map and on subsequent mapping 
until 1932. She may have used an older view for reference, but updated it inconsistently

Figure 10: Steart’s drawing of the area of Building 5a in 1808 showing his preferred 
position for the boiler (A). This cannot be reconciled to Boulton and Watt’s proposal 
of the following month (fig. 11) but looks to be close to the position suggested from 
excavation
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Figure 11: Plan of proposal for engine and boiler positions from Boulton and Watt. These show the 
“new mill” – presumably building 3 – and the details of the machinery, but the positions and structures 
shown cannot be reconciled with the excavated evidence

Figure 12: Section of proposal for engine and boiler positions from Boulton and Watt
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Figure 13: Architectural ashlar from Groups 1 and 2
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Figure 14: Stone machine mounting blocks from Group 3 on the site Building 3
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Figure 15: Stone machine mounting blocks from Group 3 on site of Building 3 and Building 5a/b
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Plate 1: General view of mill from west with Building 2 to left rear and roofl ess Building 4 
to right rear. The low range bottom right is Building 1, subject of a separate report

Plate 2: View from south with the platform of Building 3 in foreground (Building 4 to left) 
and Building 2 in the background



Plate 4: Building 5a and 5b seen from above and north. Building 5b to right 
of picture

Plate 5: Building 5c seen from the east

Plate 3: Building 5a seen from above and north. Suggested 
steam engine position at top and boiler position below

Servergo:/oaupubs1_a thu h*BADEMM05*BADEMMBS*Bath, De Montalt Mill*HC*03.02.06



Plate 6: Structure 1 seen from the west. The stone walls and robbed fl oors of the 
terracing are evident in the foreground and the brick steam cabinet base in the back-
ground. The pre-excavation ground surface is still shown by the mark on the wall of 
Building 2 in the background Plate 7: Context 3, the slot in Structure 1 lowest terrace. This 

also shows the structural interlocking of the brick and stone 
parts of the structure. Note the pink heat discolouration of the 
stones at the rear of context 3
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Plate 8: The brick culvert in Trench 1a seen from the south, just after discovery. Note the 
strong ledge formed by layer 129, the mortar layer between rubble fi lls 127 and 128

Plate 9: The stone steps down to the “western cellar” seen from the north in 
Trench 1b. Wall 124 to top of picture



Plate 11: Interior of the water tank next to Trench 1b seen through a void in the side 
wall, showing it almost full of rubble and rubbish

Plate 10: The west side of Trench 1b, showing the water tank’s 
robbed (?) east side and the pennant framed manhole, 133
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