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Project details

Project name Lesney Matchbox Works

Short description

of the project

Oxford Archaeology have undertaken a programme of historic building

recording at the Lesney Products factory adjacent to Homerton Road in

London Borough of Hackney. The factory in the current study was opened

in 1969 as part of a great expansion in Lesney's capacity but rather than

producing toy cars this complex appears to have housed the company's

non-toy side of the business and to have produced other commercial

die-castings. The existing non-listed buildings are of relatively recent date

and of limited historical significance. They are however of some social

interest, partly due to the widespread and enduring appeal of Matchbox

Toys although this is limited by the fact that the toys were not

manufactured at this plant. The high profile nature of the building,

especially the tall southern elevation with a large sign for 'Lesney

Matchbox Toys' will have made the building a well-known local landmark.

As well as the social interest the building is also of some architectural and

industrial archaeological interest. The building is designed in an attractive

modernist style where the structural frame is expressed on the exterior of

the building and there is considerable variety in the massing and materials

used. It is a good example of industrial architecture and of a planned

factory from the 1960s. The industrial archaeological interest comes from

the survival of a number of internal features relating to the former use of

the building and the understanding of the complex is considerably

enhanced by an excellent set of 1960s architects drawings.

Project dates Start: 14-04-2009 End: 15-04-2009

Previous/future

work
Yes / No

Any associated

project reference

codes

LXW09 - Sitecode

Any associated

project reference

codes

LXW09 - Museum accession ID

Type of project Building Recording

Current Land use Other 2 - In use as a building

Monument type N/A None
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Significant Finds N/A None

Methods &

techniques
'Photographic Survey','Survey/Recording Of Fabric/Structure'

Prompt Planning condition

Project location

Country England

Site location GREATER LONDON HACKNEY HACKNEY Lesney Matchbox Works

Study area 0.30 Hectares

Site coordinates
TQ 366 854 51.5504357638 -0.02960798057420 51 33 01 N 000 01 46 W

Point

Project creators

Name of

Organisation
Oxford Archaeology

Project brief

originator

Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service London Region

(GLAAS)

Project design

originator
Oxford Archaeology

Project

director/manager
J. Gill

Project supervisor J. Gill

Project archives

Physical Archive

Exists?
No

Digital Archive

recipient
Oxford Archaeology

Digital Archive ID LXW09 / LXWBS

Digital Contents 'Stratigraphic'

Digital Media

available
'Images raster / digital photography','Text'

Paper Archive

recipient
Museum of London

Paper Archive ID LXW09

Paper Contents 'Stratigraphic'

Paper Media

available

'Notebook - Excavation',' Research',' General

Notes','Photograph','Plan','Report','Section','Unpublished Text'

Project

bibliography 1

Publication type
Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title
Lesney Products, Homerton Road, London Borough of Hackney. Historic

Building Recording and Investigation Report

Author(s)/Editor(s) Gill, J
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Block A 
(Mainly offices)

Block B
(Despatch, machine and storage)
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(Plastic moulding and foundry)
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Homerton Road

Homerton Road

Marshgate
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Bridge
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c. 5 storeys tall

c. 4 storeys tall

c. 3 storeys tall

c. 1-2 storeys tall

(N.B. some areas are double 

height so number of storeys 

is not totally consistent)



Block DBlock D Block CBlock C

Section A 
(See Fig. 5)
Section A 
(See Fig. 5)

A’A’

Block BBlock B Block ABlock A
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Block CBlock C Block BBlock B

Block ABlock A
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Block CBlock C Block BBlock B Block ABlock A
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