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SUMMARY 

 

The barn at Cobble Bank Farm (NGR: SE 06702865) is a small, four-bay building thought to 

be 18th century, and is of interest as a late form of Pennine aisled barn, although its timber 

framing is almost entirely re-used.  Historic building recording, comprising photographic and 

drawn surveys, was carried out in August 2011 for Mr J Woodhead, before the barn’s 

conversion to a dwelling, to fulfil a condition of planning consent. 
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BARN AT COBBLE BANK FARM, MIXENDEN LANE, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE: 

 

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORD 

 
 
1 Introduction 

 

1.1 This report presents the results of historic building recording of the barn at 

Cobble Bank Farm, near Halifax, West Yorkshire.  The work was carried out in 

August 2011 for the developer Mr J Woodhead, to discharge a condition 

attached to planning consent for the conversion of the building to residential use. 

 

1.2 The building recorded is thought to be 18th century, and is a small, four-bay barn 

with a single aisle, in which the timber-framed elements all appear to have been 

re-used, and which is of interest as a late and degenerate example of a Pennine 

aisled barn, a building type which flourished in the region in the 16th and 17th 

centuries. 

 

1.3 The recording work was carried out in accordance with a specification from the 

West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS) (Appendix 1), and 

involved historical research, and photographic, drawn and written recording.  

This report will be submitted to the client, the West Yorkshire Historic 

Environment Record and the West Yorkshire Archive Service, and will be 

published on the internet via the OASIS project. 

 

2 Location and current use 

 

2.1 Cobble Bank Farm lies on the west, downhill side of Mixenden Lane (also known 

as White Gate), approximately 3km north-west of Halifax town centre and within 

the urban fringe, although the immediate area comprises pasture fields and 

moorland.  The national grid reference for the site is SE 06702865 and the 

postcode is HX2 8UQ. 

 

2.2 The barn stands at the north side of the farmstead (figure 2), in which there are a 

number of other buildings including the farmhouse, workshops and other 

outbuildings (one of them attached to the barn’s east gable), in various states of 

repair, and apart from the house, of little historic interest.  The barn has not been 

in agricultural use for over 40 years, since when it has served only for storage.  

 

3 Planning background 

 

3.1 Only the farmhouse at Cobble Bank is listed as having special architectural or 

historic interest (grade II): 
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Probably early C18.  Traditional stone house with stone roof.  2 storeys.  South front 

with long simple mullioned windows partly altered.  Doorway in gabled cross wing to 

west with low addition.  Plain rear with simple mullioned windows and slight additions. 

 

3.2 The barn is not listed, although Calderdale Council believe it to fall within the 

house’s curtilage.  Planning consent for its conversion to a dwelling has been 

granted by Calderdale Council (application number 09/01183/LBC), and a 

condition attached at the request of the council’s archaeological advisor, 

WYAAS, requires archaeological recording before development. 

 

4 Previous investigative work 

 

4.1 No previous architectural or archaeological work appears to have been 

undertaken at the site.  

 

5 Historical background 

 

Cobble Bank Farm 

 

5.1 The origins of Cobble Bank Farm are obscure, and the settlement itself may well 

be older than the 18th century buildings which now occupy it.  The earliest 

document associated with it seems to be a valuation made in 1799 for the owner 

John Sutcliffe, whose tenant was John Ingham; at that time, it was known as 

Underhill, and Cobble Bank was only one of the fields within the landholding, 

although in later years the names are used for the farm interchangeably.1  The 

property remained part of the Sutcliffe estate for some time, as attested by 

another valuation of 183,7 and a lease to Daniel Ingham of 18482.  A township 

map made in 1817 has the earliest cartographic depiction of the barn, which is 

clearly shown, and later maps of the early and mid 19th century show the 

building generally unchanged (figures 3 to 5).  A more detailed map of 1858 

shows the recessed entry on the south side of the building, as well as small 

appendages to the east gable, which have been replaced by the present shed 

(figure 6), while a similar arrangement appears on the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 

maps of 1894 to 1935 (figures 7 to 10). 

 

5.2 Cobble Bank was a working farm during the 19th century, but censuses show 

that it was home to a number of different households.  The situation in 1841 is 

not entirely clear, but Daniel Ingham was then listed as a woolcomber, and his 

family seems to have been one of four then residing at the property.  In 1851 

there were five households, and Daniel Ingham, a farmer of 24 acres, was again 

listed as head of one of them.  In 1871 his son Daniel, then 35, headed one of 

two resident households, although there were also two uninhabited houses.  

                                                
1 Information provided by Mr Woodhead 
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Daniel was still there in 1891: the records list him as living at number 3 Cobble 

Bank, but there were still also two uninhabited houses there. 

 

5.3 Records of the farm from the 20th century include a plan of 1956 for a new dairy, 

proposed by Anthony Greenwood,3 and photographs of c.1980-90, which show 

the exterior of the barn as it is now, although with the lean-to on the north side in 

a less advanced state of dereliction than it is in 2011.4 

 

Aisled barns 

 

5.4 Traditional farm buildings are of historic interest because they contribute to an 

understanding of the vernacular architecture and past farming systems of the 

region.  As a group they are under threat due to redundancy and neglect, as well 

as their potential for conversion, and records of them can help provide an 

understanding of this diminishing and irreplaceable stock. 

 

5.5 In general terms, an aisled barn is an agricultural building type defined by the 

use of an internal timber frame to support the roof, in which the roof trusses are 

carried on vertical posts within the building (arcade posts), rather than by the 

outer walls.  The spaces between the arcade posts and the long outer walls form 

“aisles”, and can vary in width considerably from one barn to the next.  Some 

aisled barns have been dated to the thirteenth century, eg. that at Cressing 

Temple in Essex, but these early examples are generally very large and 

associated with monastic estates. 

 

 

Figure 1: Typical structure of a Pennine aisled barn with terminology 

 

                                                                                                                                                  
2 West Yorkshire Archive Service HAS:430,431 
3 West Yorkshire Archive Service BIP/HX:6258 
4 Halifax Central Library photograph collection 067286 
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5.6 A large number of aisled barns exist in the north of England, particularly in the 

Pennine areas of South and West Yorkshire, with the distribution also extending 

into the Lancashire Pennines.  Some of these Pennine aisled barns appear to be 

of late medieval or early post-medieval date5, but the main period of their 

construction seems to have been between 1570 and 16506.  They are generally 

associated with the gentry or large estates, rather than the yeoman level of 

society, but it has been suggested that the aisled barn was the “standard farm 

building in the Pennines before 1750”7, although it is thought likely that this was 

more true at the higher end of the wealth and social scale, than at the lower end. 

 

5.7 Pennine aisled barns are generally found with stone outer walls, but in a number 

of cases it can be demonstrated that these replaced earlier timber-framed walls.  

Their plan forms vary greatly, with lengths ranging from three to eleven bays, 

and although most have aisles along both sides, some, such as that at Cobble 

Bank, have a single aisle.  Short internal cross-walls sometimes take the place of 

arcade posts, often to create a covered porch area with an aisle to either side, 

these flanking spaces often serving as shippons8, and this tradition can be seen 

to continue in later barns in which no timber posts at all are used.  The aisles 

themselves vary in width, the average being around 3m, which is roughly the 

minimum required to stall cattle with a passage to their rear, but some are so 

narrow as to be effectively vestigial. 

 

6 Recording methodology 

 

6.1 The recording was carried out in accordance with the specification issued by 

WYAAS (Appendix 1), although the requirement for a watching brief was 

removed by WYAAS, on the initial results of the investigation.  The work was 

carried out on 15 August 2011, and comprised drawn, photographic and written 

records.  The drawn record involved the production of a floor plan of the barn at 

1:100 scale, and a short and a long section at 1:50 scale, all of which show all 

significant archaeological detail and use conventions based on those specified 

by English Heritage9.  The photographic record was made using a medium 

format camera with perspective control and other lenses, and black and white 

film for archival permanence.  External and internal photographs were taken, in 

most cases using either a 1m or 2m ranging pole marked with 0.5m graduations 

as a scale, and their locations are shown on copies of the plans. All the 

                                                
5 eg. the timber-framing of one at Ellistones, at Stainland near Halifax, was recently tree-ring dated to 
the late fifteenth century (Ian Tyers, pers comm), while another at Blacko, near Nelson in Lancashire, 
was dated by dendrochronology to between 1560-1600 (Stephen Haigh, 2007 Aisled Barn, Great 
Stone Edge Farm, Blacko, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording; Ian Tyers, 2007 Tree-ring 
analysis of timbers from a building: Great Stone Edge Farm Barn, Blacko, Lancashire) 
6 Wade Martins, S, 1991 Historic Farm Buildings, p26 
7 Clarke, D W 1974 “Aisled barns in the Pennines” Brigantian vol 18-20 
8 eg. at Stake, near Mytholmroyd: Haigh, Stephen 2007 Barn at Stake, Stake Lane, Cragg Vale, West 
Yorkshire: Archaeological Building Recording (unpublished report) 
9 English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice 
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photographs are copied in this report, and in the following description they are 

referred to by numbers in bold.  A small number of external photographs was 

also taken using a digital camera (see Appendix 2). 

 

7 Description of the barn 

 

General 

 

7.1 The barn is rectangular in plan, measuring 14.9m long and 9.9m wide, and has 

its long axis running down the slope, so that the east end is cut into the bank and 

the west end is slightly terraced: it faces south, towards the small yard between it 

and the farmhouse (1-3).  The walls are of coursed, squared local sandstone, but 

both gables are rendered, and that to the east now faces into the later shed 

which has been built up against the barn (4-7).  The aisled construction of the 

south side of the barn is clearly evident from the pitch of the stone slate roof, 

which has a break of slope marking the division between the building’s main 

body and the outer part. 

 

7.2 The original appearance of the south elevation is disturbed by the 20th century 

roof overlying the recessed entrance bay, the latter containing not only the wide 

doorway for carts or sleds, but also two narrower openings into the shippons 

within the aisles or outshuts to either side (8,9).  These doorways have deep, 

plain chamfers, with stops at different levels, which suggest that the masonry has 

been re-used from another building, a theory made more likely by the fact that 

the lintels have been roughly cut down to accommodate the low roof line over 

them.  Most of the other openings in the barn’s south side are probably 20th 

century in their present forms, and include the four relatively large windows 

serving the two shippons.  The mucking-out hole in the south gable is probably 

original however, together with the small owl-hole (matched in the east gable), 

while in the rear elevation to the north, the doorway opposite the main entrance 

is similar in form to the shippon doorways (10-15).  (The window over may well 

be a modern insertion however.) 

 

7.3 The interior of the barn is of more interest than the outside, because of the 

presence and construction of the aisle, but in overall form the barn is typical of 

the small upland farms of the Calderdale district from the 18th and 19th 

centuries, in that it provided cattle housing in an outshut, and storage space for 

winter feed, and perhaps threshing, in the main body of the barn, although it 

differs from the norm in that there is no evidence for there having been a shippon 

within the lower end of the main part of the building. 

 

7.4 The doors at the main entrance are secondary (19th or 20th century), but they 

seem to occupy the positions of the original ones and are fastened below an oak 

beam (16): their position here means that when opened, they do not protrude 



page 6 Barn at Cobble Bank Farm, Mixenden Lane, Halifax, West Yorkshire: Historic Building Record 

 

September 2011 Stephen Haigh Buildings Archaeologist 

into the building, nor block the shippon doorways.  Beyond here, the barn is a 

single undivided area with a flagged floor containing two shallow steps, so as to 

follow the slope (one of the steps contains a re-used window sill or lintel), and 

there is no evidence for any loft (17-20).  This area is separated from the aisle to 

the south by two different structures: to the west of the entrance is a thin stone 

wall, 2.3m high, incorporating a narrow doorway and feed holes serving the stalls 

on the other side, and with vertical planks above it, extending to the roof (21,22), 

an arrangement which is thought to be secondary to the building, perhaps late 

19th century in date.  To the east of the entrance, modern brick is used instead 

of stone, the wall projecting into the building beyond the line of the arcade plate, 

and having an L-shaped plan, with a large panelled board above (salvaged and 

re-used from elsewhere), and this wall appears to be more recent in date, 

probably early 20th century (23-25).  It seems likely that these two walls were 

preceded by low timber partitions, but material evidence for this is lacking. 

 

7.5 The two outshuts within the south aisle are now both shippons, a function which 

they have probably always served, unless the east one was used as a stable at 

one time.  The larger, west one has softwood stall dividers or boskins, for six 

individual cows rather than pairs (a relatively modern type of arrangement), and 

the floor is mostly concrete, so this may well be early 20th century in its present 

form (26-28).  A characteristic recess in the south wall has the remains of a door 

and shelf, so would have been used for storage rather than a lamp, but of course 

these fixtures may not be original; the same is also true of the shutter to the 

mucking-out hole in the west end (29-30).  Hinged shutters in the vertical 

boarding to the north provide some ventilation, in addition to that from the 

windows (31).  In contrast to this, the smaller east shippon accommodated only 

three cows, and the arrangement in here is entirely mid 20th century, with 

concrete boskins and floor (32-35). 

 

Timber frame and roof 

 

7.6 The plan form of the barn, which incorporates the two partial cross walls to either 

side of the entrance, means that two of the three roof trusses are borne on stone 

walls, and only the western truss rests on an arcade post.  This truss (36,37) has 

principal rafters halved at the ridge, a pair of raking “V” struts and a collar, all of 

oak, and with most of the joints pegged.  The tie beam has two redundant 

mortices in its soffit near the north end (38), the positions of which mean that 

they cannot relate to former timbers in the present setting, so this component at 

least is clearly re-used, and the brace which supports this end of the tie beam is 

crudely supported by a rough stone corbel.  At the south end, the tie beam was 

formerly only supported by the arcade post to the south of the stone wall (39), 

but its end (hidden by the plank partition) has rotted, thus requiring the later 

vertical timbers which now stand on the north side of the wall.  The foot of the 

arcade post rests on two thin pad-stones (40), and from it a pair of curved arcade 
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braces (one of them with signs of previous use), rise to support the arcade plate 

(41,42).  The aisle rafter, tying the south wall to the post (with no pegs visible), 

also has signs of re-use and these together with its proportions and profile, which 

splays slightly towards its upper end, imply that it is a former arcade or wall post 

(43,44). 

 

7.7 The arcade plate (the longitudinal timber running longitudinally between the main 

part of the barn and the aisle or outshut) runs the length of the building, but is 

supported by the stone walls to either side of the entrance.  It is made up of three 

separate timbers (with redundant joints from previous settings), linked by simple, 

splayed scarf joints, although these seem to be held together by short 

connecting blocks pegged to either end, rather than joined together directly (45-

47). 

 

7.8 The two other roof trusses are of less interest and show evidence for 

replacement of timbers; the present owner reports that his predecessor 

undertook these repairs in the mid 20th century.  The central truss (48,49) is 

entirely of square-sawn softwood of varied scantling, so seems to have been 

completely replaced at this time, although in general design it imitates the west 

truss, as does the third, east truss.  The latter has a tie beam with numerous, 

closely spaced mortices and peg holes from a former use (50-52), and this has 

probably been part of the truss from the outset, together with the strut or brace 

from the north wall, but the upper parts of the east truss all appear to be modern.  

Many of the purlins have also been replaced, some with re-used oak and others 

with softwood, but it seems that originally there were just two pairs of side purlins 

in addition to the ridge, and that each purlin was probably only a single bay in 

length, then staggered at the trusses (53-55).  The present ridge and rafters are 

all of sawn softwood and there must have been large scale if not total 

replacement of them during the building’s life. 

 

8 Conclusion 

 

8.1 It is not possible to demonstrate the barn’s date with any precision but its size, 

appearance, layout and construction all point to it being 18th century, but 

aspects of it also imply that it incorporated materials from one or more earlier 

buildings, especially the timber elements which were used to create the one 

aisled truss, but also perhaps some of the stone dressings used in the doorways.  

It can be seen as a degenerate example of an aisled barn, in that the timber 

framing is of rather poor quality and used only in one part of the building, to 

increase the floor area beyond what would otherwise be possible without 

separating the outshut from the barn by a masonry wall, and the construction of 

a thin, non-load bearing wall here implies that the use of an arcade post, rather 

than a wall, may have arisen through the pressure of tradition rather than for any 

practical reason.  Given the extent of re-used timbers, dendrochronological 
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analysis would not assist greatly in an understanding of the building, and this 

together with the replacement of many timber components means that the barn’s 

historical and architectural significance is limited. 
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Appendix 1: WYAAS Specification 
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Appendix 2: List of digital photographs 
 
CD of photographs (in JPG, ORF & DNG formats) deposited with the West Yorkshire 
Historic Environment Record 
 
Number Subject 
D01 General view of the barn, from the south-east 
D02 General view of the barn and farmhouse, from the north-east 
D03 General view of the barn and farmhouse, from the east 
D04 The barn, from the south-east 
D05 The barn, from the south-west 
D06 The barn, from the north-east 
D07 The barn, from the north 
D08 The barn, from the north-west 
D09 Doorway in north elevation 
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Appendix 3: Contents of the project archive 
 
To be deposited with the Calderdale office of the West Yorkshire Archive Service 
 
1 file, containing: 

• a copy of the report 
• photographic contact sheets (4 no) 
• site notes (annotated plans etc) 

 
Complete list of black and white photographs taken, in film order 

Photo Film Frame Subject 

4 1 1 The barn, from the south-east 

1 1 2 General view of the barn, from the south-east 

5 1 4 The barn, from the south-west 

6 1 5 The barn: west gable 

13 1 7 The barn, from the north-west 

12 1 9 The barn, from the north 

10 1 10 The barn, from the north-east 

11 1 11 The barn, from the north-east 

14 1 12 Doorway in north elevation 

15 1 13 Detail of chamfer and stop to doorway in north elevation 

2 1 15 General view of the barn and farmhouse, from the north-east 

3 1 16 General view of the barn and farmhouse, from the east 

9 1 17 Doorway to shippon in south-east outshut 

7 1 18 The barn: east gable (inside later shed) 

32 2 1 Shippon within south-east outshut, from the south-east 

35 2 2 Plank partition to north side of south-west outshut, and arcade plate overhead 

33 2 4 Shippon within south-east outshut, from the north-west 

34 2 5 Shippon within south-east outshut, from the east 

46 2 6 Arcade plate over barn entrance, from the south 

16 2 7 Modern roof over entrance and position of doorway 

47 2 9 Detail of scarf joint in arcade plate over barn entrance, from the south 

26 2 10 Shippon within south-west outshut, from the east 

27 2 11 Shippon within south-west outshut, from the west 

28 2 12 Typical stall within south-west outshut 

8 2 13 Doorway to shippon in south-west outshut 

30 2 15 Mucking-out hole in west end of south-west outshut 

43 2 16 Aisle rafter (re-used post), from the east 

55 2 17 Purlin in south-west outshut (east end), from the east 

44 2 18 End of aisle rafter and east arcade brace, from the east 

41 3 1 Arcade post, from the south 

40 3 3 Foot of arcade post, from the south-east 

45 3 4 Scarf joint in arcade plate, east of arcade post, from the south 

39 3 5 Arcade post, from the south-west 

42 3 6 West arcade brace, from the west 

31 3 7 Plank partition to north side of south-west outshut 

54 3 9 Purlin in south-west outshut (west end), from the east 

17 3 10 View into threshing bay from main entrance  
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23 3 11 Interior of the barn, from the north-west, showing brick wall to south-east outshut 

25 3 12 Re-used panelling forming partition to south-east outshut, from the north 

24 3 13 Brick wall to south-east outshut, from the north 

18 3 15 Interior of the barn, from the west 

51 3 16 North end of east roof truss, from the south-west 

50 3 17 East roof truss, from the west 

52 3 18 East roof truss, from the east 

19 4 1 Interior of the barn, from the east 

21 4 3 
Interior of the barn, from the north-east, showing stone wall and partition to 
outshut 

22 4 4 Stone wall and partition to south-west outshut, from the north 

48 4 5 Central roof truss, from the north-east 

53 4 6 Purlin and arcade plate over entrance bay, from the north  

49 4 7 Detail of merchant’s mark on central tie beam, from the east 

37 4 9 West roof truss, from the east 

36 4 10 West roof truss, from the north-east 

20 4 11 Flagged floor of barn, with re-used sill or lintel in kerb 

38 4 12 North end of west roof truss, from the east 

29 4 13 Recess/cupboard in south side of south-west outshut 
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Figure 2: Location maps 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 
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Figure 3: Sketched copy of map of 1817 
Plan of the Lower Part of the Manor of Ovenden in the parish of Halifax... 1849 

West Yorkshire Archive Service Calderdale HP4 (2) 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Sketched copy of map of 1825 
Plan of the Township of Ovenden situate in the parish of Halifax... 1825 

West Yorkshire Archive Service Calderdale HAL 511 (2) 
 

 
 

Figure 5: Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 map, published 1852 (surveyed 1847-9) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 215; enlarged to approx 1:2500 

 

 
 

Figure 6: Sketched copy of map of 1858 
Township of Ovenden situate in the parish of Halifax... 1858 

West Yorkshire Archive Service Calderdale HXT 672 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 7: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1894 (surveyed 1892) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 215.16 
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Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1908 (revised 1905) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 215.16 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 9: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1919 (revised 1914) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 215.16 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 10: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1935 (revised 1934) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 215.16 

 
 

barn 

barn 

barn 






















