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SUMMARY 

Trinity Methodist Church (NGR: SE 2046 1975) was first established in Mirfield 1833 as the 

Methodist New Connexion, whose chapel was built in 1835, and a detached Sunday school 

in similar Gothic style was built to its south in 1861.  The chapel was rebuilt in 1877 and the 

present building has a fine neo-classical frontage and interior, much of which, including a 

horseshoe gallery, remains intact.  This record comprises scale drawings and photographs, 

made in August and September 2012 for the church trustees, to fulfil a condition of listed 

building consent for the demolition of the Sunday school and alterations in the church. 
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TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH, HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, MIRFIELD, WEST 

YORKSHIRE: 

 

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORD 

 
1 Introduction 

 

1.1 This report presents the results of historic building recording of the Trinity 

Methodist Church and adjoining Sunday school, in Mirfield, West Yorkshire.  The 

work was carried out between August and September 2012 for the church’s 

managing trustees, to discharge a condition attached to listed building consent 

from Kirklees Council, for the demolition of the Sunday school and the extension 

of the church and other works. 

 

1.2 The earliest phase of the Trinity Methodist Church, previously known as the New 

Connexion Chapel, was built in 1834-5, and a detached Sunday school was built 

to its rear in 1861.  The church was rebuilt entirely in 1877 and is a three storey 

stone structure designed by the architects Sheard and Hanstock, with a neo-

classical façade facing north onto Huddersfield Road, and the upper part of the 

building containing the largely unaltered arrangements which include a 

horseshoe gallery, though the basement is plainer and has been subject to 

alteration. 

 

1.3 The recording work was carried out in accordance with a specification from the 

West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS) (Appendix 1), and 

involved historical research, and drawn, photographic and written recording.  

This report will be submitted to the clients, the West Yorkshire Historic 

Environment Record and the West Yorkshire Archive Service, and will be 

published on the internet via the OASIS project1. 

 

2 Location and current use 

 

2.1 The church stands on the south side of Huddersfield Road to the west of its 

junction with Trinity Street, near the east end of the centre of Mirfield, a town on 

the north bank of the River Calder midway between Dewsbury and Huddersfield.  

The national grid reference for the site is SE 2046 1975, and its postcode is 

WF14 8AB (figure 1). 

 

2.2 The site occupied by the church forms a narrow plot running to the south, with 

the church at the north end, the Sunday school at the south, and a narrow yard 

between the two, though they are now linked by a small modern structure (figure 

2). 

                                                
1 Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations 
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2.3 The church continues in use for worship but also forms a well-used community 

centre for many local groups, while the Sunday school is occupied by the Trinity 

Children’s Centre day nursery. 

 

3 Planning background 

 

3.1 The church has been listed as a building of special architectural or historic 

interest since 1985 (grade II; National Heritage list no: 1300357), and the 

identifying description reads:  
Large Methodist Chapel.  Dated 1877.  Ashlar front with rock-faced sides.  Hipped 

slate roof.  2 storeys.  5-bay gabled front, 6-bay sides.  At the front the central 3 bays 

break forward and are surmounted by open pediment with bracketed cornice.  Bold 

eaves cornice to flanking bays.  Corners and central break marked by giant pilasters 

with highly elaborate foliated capitals.  1st floor cornice.  3 central round-arched 

doorways up 7 steps with flanking iron rail on dwarf wall.  Double doors with 6 fielded 

panels and semi-circular fanlights.  Enriched impost band with foliage, fruit and birds.  

Above is a triple group of round arched windows with square headed lights, blind 

tympana and colonnettes with enriched capitals.  Elongated and enriched keystones.  

Above in raised capitals is TRINITY 1877 CHURCH.  Flanking bays have round-

arched windows with enriched impost band.  Round-arched windows to side 

elevations, and square-headed basement windows.  Marginal glazing.  Enrichments 

are particularly elaborate with a high standard of carving.  Interior: Horseshoe, raking 

gallery, with panelled front, on slender cast iron columns with foliated and floral 

capitals.  Good organ case at front flanked by paired pilasters with elaborate foliated 

and floral capitals.  Good large pulpit with stair to each side.  Communion area in 

front flanked by choir stalls.  Pews arranged to focus on pulpit.  Ceiling divided into 

large panels with centre roses and elaborate plaster ribs.  Dentilled and bracketed 

cornice.  A. R. Bielby, Churches & Chapels of Kirklees, 1974. 

 

The front wall, railings and gate piers are also listed (National Heritage list no: 

1134684), and though the Sunday school is not, it might be considered to form 

part of the church’s curtilage. 

 

3.2 Listed building consent for the demolition of the existing outbuilding (the Sunday 

school), the erection of an extension, and associated works, was granted by 

Kirklees Council on 3 April 2012 (application number 2011/62/93096/E), and a 

condition (number 5) attached at the request of the council’s archaeological 

advisor, WYAAS, requires archaeological and architectural recording, to which 

end the present work was undertaken. 
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4 Previous investigative work 

 

4.1 No previous architectural investigation of the church appears to have been 

undertaken, though its history is documented in a number of sources.  It is not 

mentioned in Stell’s regional study of non-conformist chapels.2 

 

5 Historical background 

 

5.1 Methodism is a branch of non-conformist Protestantism which emerged in the 

early eighteenth century, principally under the leadership of John Wesley, after 

whose death in 1791 the movement became established as a denomination 

separate from the Church of England.  During the nineteenth century it grew in 

popularity and by 1851 around one sixth of the population of Yorkshire attended 

Methodist services, which were typically conducted by laymen and appealed 

particularly to members of the working class3.  The movement was however 

characterised by schisms, resulting in numerous sects such as the New 

Connexion, Primitive Methodists, and Wesleyan Methodists for example. 

 

5.2 In Mirfield, Methodists had a dedicated place of worship from 1780 in the form of 

a licensed Preaching House, the Knowl Wesley Chapel, opened by John Wesley 

himself, although it may be that many members of the growing congregation 

were minded to join it from the parish church because of a “drunken and wicked 

spendthrift vicar” appointed by its patron against their wishes, rather than by any 

particular attraction for non-conformism.  In 1833 four members of the Wesleyan 

Society based at Knowl became disenchanted with its organisation however, and 

established a Methodist New Connection (or Connexion) in the town, linked to a 

circuit based in Huddersfield, and worshipping in a room in Hopton initially, but in 

the following year purchasing the ground on which the present Trinity church 

stands, on what was then known as Eastthorpe Lane but is now Huddersfield 

Road.  Their first New Connexion chapel, costing £1600, was opened in 1835 

and was described as “a neat and elegant Gothic chapel”, and the society also 

ran a Sunday school in premises elsewhere in the town.  This early chapel is 

shown on the Ordnance Survey’s first edition 1:10560 map, where it has a 

rectangular outline with an open yard or garden to the south, thought not to have 

been used for burials (figure 3).  Ten years later the society began to suffer a 

period of setbacks with the expulsion of its minister and loss of members, but the 

patronage of the wealthy Marmaduke Fox reversed its fortunes, and led to the 

construction of a new Sunday school to the rear of the chapel; both buildings are 

shown on a sketch published in a history of the town (see figure 4).  A ceremony 

for laying the school’s foundation stone took place on 29 March 1861, and the 

                                                
2 Stell, C 1994 An Inventory of Nonconformist Chapels and Meeting-Houses in the North of England 
3 Cannon, J (ed) 1997 The Oxford Companion to British History, p639 
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building, which cost £600, was later described as neat, lofty, well lighted and 

substantial, and fitted with gallery, class-rooms and library.4 

 

5.3 The circumstances under which the 1835 chapel was rebuilt are not entirely clear 

but can be attributed to its increasing popularity and financial prosperity, a 

situation which must have been aided by Fox’s patronage but also by the 

economic fortunes of the town during a period when its mainstay, textile 

manufacture, boomed.  The architects Sheard and Hanstock of Batley drew up 

the plans for the new building, approved by the urban district council on 4 

October 18765, and these drawings show the elevations and floor plans largely 

as they appear today, though some changes can be identified (discussed below).  

They do not show the original chapel however, but note a few locations in which 

materials from it were to be re-used.  Four memorial stones were laid at a 

ceremony attended by up to 2500 people on 2 April 1877, and the dedicatory 

service for the completed church took place just less than a year later, on 28 

March 1878, with the cost of building being £4701.  It was described as large and 

handsome, with sittings for 650-700, and containing various ancillary rooms 

including a lecture room and kitchen.6  The Ordnance Survey maps of 1893 and 

1907 shows the new chapel with Sunday school to the south (figures 5 & 6), 

while the 1922 and 1933 editions depict the site similarly, though labelling the 

church “Trinity Church (UM)”, indicating that it had by then become part of the 

United Methodist Church (figures 7 & 8).  This merger took place in 1907, when 

the New Connection nationally combined with the Bible Christians and United 

Free Methodist Churches. 

 

6 Recording methodology 

 

6.1 The recording was carried out in accordance with the specification issued by 

WYAAS (Appendix 1), between 28 August and 10 September 2012, and 

comprised drawn, photographic and written records.  The building was recorded 

as found, and the initial results were approved by WYAAS at a meeting on 18 

September. 

 

6.2 The drawn record, based in part on an original survey by Met Surveys Ltd, 

includes plans of the church at ground floor and basement level, and a ground 

floor plan of the Sunday school at 1:100 scale.  These are intended to show all 

significant archaeological detail, and use conventions based on those specified 

by English Heritage7. 

 

                                                
4 Waddington, G G 1886 Mirfield: Historical & Biographical Notices pp210-214 
5 The West Yorkshire Archive Service holds two sets: the original drawings are held at Wakefield 
(C7/29/8/10) and a set of copies submitted to the council is held at Kirklees (UMI Mirfield Building 
Registers and Plans - Plan 74).  Copyright prevents their reproduction. 
6 Waddington, G G 1886 Mirfield: Historical & Biographical Notices pp216-219 
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6.3 The photographic record was made using a medium format camera with 

perspective control and other lenses, and black and white film for archival 

permanence.  External and internal photographs were taken, in most cases with 

a scale, either a 1m or 2m ranging pole marked with 0.5m graduations, or a 1m 

baton marked with 0.1m graduations, and their locations are shown on copies of 

the plans. All the photographs are copied in this report, and in the following 

description they are referred to by numbers in bold.  A small number of external 

photographs was also taken using a digital camera (see Appendix 2). 

 

7 Description of the buildings 

 

Church 

 

7.1 The church of 1877 is a large imposing building with an ornate façade facing 

onto Huddersfield Road, set back only a short distance from the boundary wall 

and railings which surround it, and an eye-catching component of the street 

frontage from this direction.  In plan the building forms a plain rectangle, with a 

small projection at the rear housing stairs and service rooms, while the walls are 

faced with local sandstone, ashlar to the front but plainer coursed stone to the 

sides, and the roof is blue slate.  The five bay front and six bay sides are in a 

style which was much favoured by non-conformists at the time, employing a 

classical theme, but with a decree of decoration much greater at the front than 

the rear (1-5).  

 

7.2 The symmetrical front is of two storeys with a short flight of steps up to the 

entrance, which in combination with the natural slope of the site down to the 

south, allowed a full height basement below most of the two storeys of the 

chapel itself.  The three adjoining doorways are linked by a richly carved impost 

band containing birds and foliage, and the keystones are delicately finished with 

further carvings (6-8), while above them is the tripartite window lighting the 

gallery, divided by colonettes with elaborate capitals.  The tympana above rise 

into the open pediment where the name Trinity Church and the date 1877 appear 

(9).  This central section of the front is separated from the two outer bays by 

pilasters, also with rich capitals, and here there are round headed windows to 

ground floor and gallery level (10).  The sides of the church are plainer and have 

square headed basement windows, and round arched openings to the two upper 

storeys; all the latter, including those to the front, have coloured margin lights to 

the sashes (11-17).  The rear stairs projection contains an entrance to the 

basement in the east side (originally open, with the door set back) (18-20), and 

above this a blind trefoil window re-used from the original chapel, inscribed 

“Methodist New Connexion” and the date 1835 (21).  To the west is the single 

storey, flat-roofed link which joins chapel to Sunday school. 

                                                                                                                                                  
7 English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice 
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7.3 The three doors forming the front entrance lead into a lobby area, extended in 

2008 by the removal of much of its original curving, south wall and the 

construction of a new partition, in place of the two rearmost pews within the 

chapel (22-24).  Until this alteration, worshippers had first to pass through 

doorways in the lobby’s side walls before entering the chapel itself, via doorways 

to the aisles which have now been blocked; there were however two windows in 

the curving wall.  There are also staircases at both corners of the north end, 

leading up to the gallery (25), and two memorials in these areas, that in the east 

side recalling those members of the church who died in World Wars I and II, and 

that to the west to Marmaduke Fox (senior), the building’s most significant 

benefactor (26-27). 

 

7.4 The chapel is laid out in largely standard fashion, with rows of pitch pine pews 

facing the rostrum, notable for their graciously curving arrangement, divided into 

three groups by the pair of gently curving aisles, and numbered on their ends  

(28-35), though the sequence has been broken by the removal of pews from the 

front and the rear, where the vestries have been constructed and the vestibule 

extended respectively (the 1876 plans show the original arrangement, with 

thirteen rows of pews).  The pair of vestries at south-east and south-west corners 

was built in 1920, and dedicated by W H Wilkinson to the memory of his wife and 

father (36-39).  They are constructed from panelled partitions, with leaded lights 

over, and inside each has a bench around its perimeter (40-45).  It appears that 

when these vestries were introduced, the area around the rostrum was re-

organised and new choir stalls were put in, comprising two pairs of straight pews 

aligned north-south, which faced each other across the communion area.  These 

pews were also removed c.2008, and are presently stored in the basement (see 

below). 

 

7.5 The horseshoe gallery around three sides of the chapel is supported on columns 

with ornate capitals, containing roses and foliage in their decoration (47-48), and 

provides a great deal more accommodation for the congregation, in similarly 

built, numbered pews (49-51), and this is a very well-lit, airy space whose 

qualities are enhanced by the ornate plasterwork around the windows and the 

coffered ceiling and its cornice, as well as roses for what must originally have 

been suspended gas lights (52-55).  The 1876 plans show the gallery with a 

slightly different arrangement at the south end, its east and west sides curving in 

towards the centre of the building so that they almost meet, but this may not 

have been carried out as proposed, as there is no sign of any disturbance to the 

present gallery to indicate it has been altered from such an earlier form.  

 

7.6 At the south end of the chapel is the organ loft, comprising a full height recess 

flanked by paired pilasters, part of the original scheme but altered when the 

present organ was installed in 1892 (56-59).  Originally, if Sheard & Hanstock’s 
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plans were executed as proposed, the minister’s vestry was located within this 

recess at ground floor level, a space now occupied by the bellows, which are 

housed behind panelling on the landing to the south of the chapel (60-63).  Their 

plans also show a second doorway in the south side of the chapel, to the west of 

the rostrum, which probably was the means of access to the organ loft at that 

time.  The rostrum or pulpit itself is a work of high quality, and a sizable 

construction with intricately carved decoration; it is reached by a pair of stairs 

with wrought iron balusters, and the communion or altar rail is of comparable 

quality (64-67). 

 

7.7 A four panel door leads from the south-east corner of the chapel into a small 

landing area, from which stone stairs lead down to the basement (68), and from 

which the minister’s vestry was probably reached before the installation of the 

present organ in 1892.  There is also a WC contained in a room off the landing, 

with an unusual ceramic wash-hand basin, designed for piped water; to judge 

from the architects’ plans, the latter is of 1877, but the WC itself is later.  Another 

early fitting in this area is the gas light fixture next to the doorway (69-71). 

 

7.8 The basement of the church comprises accommodation for social and learning 

activities as well as storage and heating facilities, and is divided into a number of 

rooms of different sizes, though has been altered in a number of ways since 

1877.  It has its own external doorway at the south-east corner, where the 

present double-boarded doors were re-used from the 1835 chapel (according to 

the 1876 plans) (72).  Outside these doors was the covered entrance noted in 

paragraph 7.2 above, with small “wood store” off (for kindling?) (73), and nearby 

is the boiler room (“heating vault”), reached down a set of stone steps (74,75), in 

which coals were probably also stored.  A corridor runs north from this area, 

separating a group of small rooms on the east from a large “lecture room” to the 

west (76-78).  Originally this passage continued further to the north, and gave 

access to four rooms along the east side of the building, each a bay wide: from 

the south these were a class room, and three vestries.  The class room and 

vestry number 1 now form the female and male toilets but the blocked fireplace 

in the former can just be discerned (the 1876 plan also shows an adjacent 

copper for heating water), and there are wall cupboards which are also probably 

original (79-81).  Vestries 2 and 3 have been merged with part of the store at the 

north end to create a larger, usable room (82-84).  At the time of this survey the 

dismantled choir stalls were in storage here (85).  The larger lecture room to the 

west has its original fielded panelling to the walls, double doors from the corridor, 

and plain columns supporting those in the chapel above, but a movable partition 

has been removed, and a new partition now allows the south end of the room to 

be used as a corridor to the link building (86-91).  The store to the north of the 

lecture room has never formed a habitable space; beyond it is a sub-floor void 

with no apparent means of access, ventilated by apertures in the curving wall 

(92-93). 
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Sunday school 

 

7.9 This single storey building of 1861 is considerably less imposing than and very 

much subservient to the church, but also differs in that it is in Gothic and Tudor 

rather than classical style, reflecting the way the architectural pendulum swung in 

the second half of the nineteenth century.  Its orientation is at 90 degrees to the 

church, owing to the constraints of the site, and it forms a simple rectangle in 

plan but for a small projection, and later extension, at the west end.  Walls are of 

coursed sandstone and the roof is graduated slate. 

 

7.10 The entrance is in the east gable directly onto Trinity Street (94), and is 

distinguished by the rock-faced quoins and Tudor arch above the double doors 

(95).  Other openings in the wall are the three tall, single light windows with 

pointed arches, deep, plain chamfers and timber Y-frames (96), which contrast 

with the square headed openings in the long sides, one of which in the north side 

may have been altered to form a second doorway, if it was not an original 

entrance (97-101).  A small extension, L-shaped in plan and in matching style 

has been added to the south-west corner, between 1905 and 1914 according to 

the Ordnance Survey (102-105).  Within the west gable of the original part of the 

school is a basement level window, now blocked and with no internal access 

(perhaps a former coal cellar), and a trefoil window at the top, similar to that re-

used from the 1835 chapel (106-107).  Fixed to this wall is a group of three 

inscribed memorial stones, which it has been suggested may have marked 

burials, though no interments are believed to have taken place at this site; the 

inscriptions all begin with the text: “In memory of”, and they are dedicated to 

individual members of the Roberts, Sheard and Medley families, who died 

between the 1830s and the 1860s (108-111) (see Appendix 1 for a transcription).  

It may not be coincidence that Sheard was also the name of one of the architects 

of the 1877 church. 

 

7.11 From the eastern entrance, a short set of stone steps within a lobby leads up to a 

small timber vestibule (112-114), located within the main school room.  The latter 

is four bays long, with exposed, arch braced trusses on stone corbels so 

characteristic of the building type and date (115-121), but has been shortened at 

the west end by the construction of a stage for dramatic performances, set 

between stud partitions, in the twentieth century (122).  The stage partly hides a 

pair of blocked fireplaces in the west wall, and another partition at its rear covers 

an arch over the original recess, which may have contained a platform for 

teaching from (123,124).  In the south-west corner is an original external 

doorway, which now leads into the extension, currently in use as and perhaps 

built to serve as an office (125-127).  At the opposite, east end of the school 

room a gallery occupies the end bay, with two small rooms beneath it.  That to 

the south of the main entrance seems to have had two doorways from the school 

room, one now blocked (128), though there is no evidence that the room was 
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once subdivided, and the positions of the east window and blocked fireplace 

suggest it was not (129-131).  The second room has a serving hatch in addition 

to the doorway via the foot of the gallery stairs, and a similar fireplace (132-134).  

The external doors here have a large lock case, which together with their 

recessed, panelled form suggests they are historic, so it remains uncertain 

whether this was a window or doorway originally. 

 

7.12 Narrow stone stairs lead up to the gallery (135), which is divided into two parts, 

and has hinged shutters over the parapet, which when opened, would allow 

activities in the main room to be viewed, though the sloping floor limits the 

potential uses of the area otherwise, and this is now used only for storage and 

projection or lighting (136-140). 

 

7.13 The Sunday school is now linked to the chapel via a small modern structure 

which comprises entrance lobby and kitchen, the construction of which 

necessitated the replacement of an existing window in the north side of the 

school with a doorway (141-144).  It is likely that it also required the demolition of 

an outbuilding of 1877, shown on Sheard & Hanstock’s plan and the 1893 OS 

map as an L-shaped building, comprising privies and an ash closet. 

 

8 Conclusion 

 

8.1 The church and school form a good group of nineteenth century buildings 

belonging to the Methodist community of an industrial West Yorkshire town, and 

are in many ways typical, though like all such sites, this has its own identity and 

uniqueness of form and plan which arise from its own individual circumstances.  

Many aspects of the church and school can be recognized at other Methodist 

chapels, including the rebuilding of the church and the addition of a Sunday 

school, as the popularity and prosperity of the congregation increased.  The 

church is clearly the more significant architecturally of the two here and retains 

much of its original character, with its imposing frontage and great capacity being 

a memorial to the popularity and importance of Methodism in Mirfield in the 

1870s.  It contrasts with the simpler, lower and Gothic style Sunday school to the 

rear, which was nonetheless given some architectural embellishment, and which 

comprises another monument from the heyday of non-conformism, but is of a 

form now inconvenient and unsuitable for modern uses. 
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Appendix 1: Transcription of memorial stones on west side of Sunday school 
 

STONE 1 (north) 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
ASA the Son of Henry and Ann 
Roberts of Mirfield who died 

July 5th 1847 aged 1 Year and 8 Months 
Also of the above HENRY ROBERTS, 

who died August 10th 1847, 
aged 28 Years 

A[h?] he is gone whom I so dearly lov'd 
Whose tender kindness I have often prov'd 

____________ 
 

STONE 2 (centre) 
 

IN MEMORY OF 
JOSEPH SHEARD of Mirfield, 
who departed this life 

Feby 3rd 1852, 
in the 62nd Year of his AGE 
Also of ELIZABETH SHEARD, 
Relict of the above Joseph, 

Sheard, who departed this life 
Sept 19th 1860, 

in the 72nd Year of her age.  
____________ 

 
STONE 3 (south) 

 
IN MEMORY OF 

George, the Son of Samuel and 
Susan Medley of Mirfield, who 

died Sept 6th 1838, aged 24 Years 
Weep not dear friends [...] sorrow make for me 
Death in my youth from care hath set me free. 

ALSO of Mary their Daughter, 
who died Sept 1st 1856, 

aged 32 Years. 
ALSO of Susan, Wife of the above 
named Samuel Medley, who died 
Feby 4th 1857, aged 68 Years. 

Their affliction was long and severe 
but was born with fortitude patience 

and humble resignation to the Divine will 
ALSO of the above named 
Samuel Medley, who died 

May 26th 1863, aged 74 years. 
He from his early days to a good old age 
lived a noble manly and Christian life, 

happy ever in the assurance of Gods favours 
and the hopes of a blessed immortality, 

and ever striving to bring others 
to the enjoyment of the [......] 
[...........................]. 
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Appendix 2: WYAAS Specification 
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Appendix 3: List of digital photographs 
 
CD of photographs (in JPG, ORF(RAW) & DNG formats) deposited with the West Yorkshire 
Historic Environment Record 
 
Number Subject 
D01 The church, from the north-east across Huddersfield Road 
D02 The church, from the north across Huddersfield Road 
D03 The church, from the north-west across Huddersfield Road 
D04 The church, from the north-west across Huddersfield Road 
D05 The church, from the north-east across Huddersfield Road 
D06 The east side of the church, from the south-east, up Trinity Street 
D07 The west side of the church, from the north-west 
D08 The west side of the church, from the south-west 
D09 The east side of the church, from the north-east, down Trinity Street towards the 

Sunday school 
D10 The Sunday school, from the south-east 
D11 Sunday school: south elevation 
D12 Sunday school, from the north-east 
D13 Sunday school: north elevation 
D14 Sunday school: the early twentieth century extension at the west end 
D15 Sunday school: south elevation with extension at left 
D16 Sunday school, from the north-west 
D17 Modern link between church and Sunday school, from the north-west 
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Appendix 4: Contents of the project archive 
 
To be deposited with the Kirklees office of the West Yorkshire Archive Service 
 
1 file, containing: 

• a copy of the report 
• photographic contact sheets (11 no) 
• site notes (annotated plans etc) 
 

Complete list of black and white photographs taken, in film order 

 
Photo Film Frame Subject 

24 1 13 The recently enlarged church lobby, from the south-east 

23 1 15 The recently enlarged church lobby, from the west 

22 1 16 Interior side of front entrance door 

27 1 17 Memorial to Marmaduke Fox (d1861), on stairs to west side of gallery 

26 1 18 The war memorial, on stairs to east side of gallery 

36 2 1 Pews beneath east side of gallery, towards the east vestry 

30 2 3 The ground floor of the church, from the north-east 

28 2 4 The ground floor of the church, from the north-east  

29 2 5 The ground floor of the church, from the north-west 

47 2 6 Columns to west side of gallery, from the north 

31 2 7 The ground floor of the church, from the south-east 

32 2 9 The ground floor of the church, from the south-west 

25 2 10 Doors to east side of gallery, from the north 

57 2 11 The organ recess and rostrum or pulpit, from the north 

33 2 12 The ground floor of the church, from the north side of the gallery 

51 2 13 The gallery, from the north-east 

52 2 15 The gallery, from the north-west 

50 2 16 The gallery, from the south-east 

49 2 17 Pews on east side of gallery, from the south 

65 2 18 The rostrum or pulpit 

54 3 1 Detail of windows and ceiling cornice over west side of gallery 

56 3 2 The organ recess and rostrum or pulpit, from the north-west 

55 3 4 The ceiling plasterwork, from the south-east 

53 3 5 Detail of windows in west side of gallery 

48 3 6 Detail of capital to column 

35 3 7 Detail of pew end with number 

118 3 8 Main school room, from the south-east 

117 3 10 Main school room, from the south-west 

116 3 11 Main school room, from the south-west 

115 3 12 Main school room, from the north-west 

128 3 13 
Main school room, from the west, showing doorway and blocked doorway to room 
beneath south side of gallery 

120 3 16 Main school room, from the north-west 

119 3 17 Main school room, from the south-east 

122 3 18 Main school room: modern stage partition, from the south-east 

121 4 1 Detail of arch braced truss in school room, from the west 
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131 4 3 
Cupboard and blocked fireplace in south room below Sunday school gallery, from 
the west 

129 4 4 South room below Sunday school gallery, from the south 

130 4 5 South room below Sunday school gallery, from the north 

112 4 6 Interior view of Sunday school front doors 

113 4 7 View up into lobby/vestibule from Sunday school entrance 

114 4 9 Detail of door between lobby and vestibule, Sunday school 

123 4 10 Main school room: blocked fireplace in west wall, hidden by modern stage 

125 4 11 Main school room: doorway to extension at south-west corner 

127 4 12 Office in south-west extension, from the south 

126 4 13 Office in south-west extension, with doorway to school room at left  

133 4 15 North room below Sunday school gallery, from the north 

132 4 16 Hatch in north room below Sunday school gallery, from the south 

134 4 17 North room below Sunday school gallery, from the south, showing side entrance 

138 4 18 Sunday school gallery: north part, from the north-west 

136 5 1 Sunday school gallery with panelled parapet and shutters over, from the south-east 

140 5 3 Sunday school gallery: upper part of east window 

135 5 4 Stairs to Sunday school gallery, from the north 

137 5 5 Sunday school gallery: south part, from the south 

139 5 6 Sunday school gallery: south part, from the north 

124 5 9 Main school room: arch and recess at west side, from the south 

144 5 10 Window in north side of Sunday school, blocked for modern link to church 

46 5 11 Memorial to Mrs Roberts, west side of church 

37 5 12 Memorial plaque on east vestry of 1920 

39 5 13 Memorial plaque on west vestry of 1920 

58 5 15 Coved ceiling to organ loft 

64 5 16 The rostrum or pulpit 

67 5 17 Altar rail 

66 5 18 Stairs and balustrade to rostrum 

41 6 1 Interior of east vestry, from the south-east 

40 6 2 Doorway into east vestry, from the north-east  

43 6 4 Window in east vestry 

42 6 5 Interior of east vestry, from the south-east 

44 6 6 Interior of west vestry, from the south-east 

45 6 7 Interior of west vestry, from the north-west 

38 6 9 The west vestry of 1920 

59 6 10 Organ keyboard 

34 6 11 The ground floor of the church, from the rostrum at the south (minister’s view) 

69 6 12 Landing at top of stairs to basement, from the west 

70 6 13 Wash-hand basin for minister, south-east corner of church 

71 6 15 Gas light fixture at top of stairs to basement 

68 6 16 Stairs down from church to basement 

63 6 17 Doors to west side of landing, now enclosing organ bellows 

60 6 18 Former minister’s vestry, now containing organ bellows, from the west 

61 7 1 Organ bellows, from the south-west 

62 7 3 Cranks etc below organ bellows, from the west 

74 7 4 Blocked window, west side of church boiler room 
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75 7 5 Boiler room in church, from the north-east 

73 7 6 New outer basement door and entrance to wood store (right) 

72 7 7 Doors from 1835 church re-used in south-east corner of basement 

77 7 9 Doorway to stairs from basement to church, from the north 

76 7 10 Corridor in church basement, from the south 

78 7 11 Corridor in church basement, from the north, with doors to lecture room on right 

81 7 12 Former vestry (now male WCs), church basement 

80 7 14 Wall cupboards in former class room (now female WCs), church basement 

79 7 15 Blocked fireplace in former class room (now female WCs), church basement 

82 7 16 North-east room, church basement, from the south (altered since 1877) 

84 7 17 North-east room, church basement, from the north-east (altered since 1877) 

83 7 18 North-east room, church basement, from the north-west (altered since 1877) 

85 8 1 Pews stored in church basement 

93 8 2 Store in north-west corner of church basement, from the east 

92 8 4 Store in north-west corner of church basement, from the west 

86 8 5 Lecture room in church basement, from the south-east 

87 8 6 Lecture room in church basement, from the south-west 

89 8 7 Original doorway to lecture room in church basement, from the west 

88 8 9 Lecture room in church basement, from the north-east 

90 8 10 Lecture room in church basement: column 

91 8 11 Modern passage contrived in south side of lecture room, from the west 

142 8 12 Passage in modern link between church and Sunday school, from the south 

143 8 13 Kitchen in modern link between church and Sunday school, from the north 

109 8 15 Memorial stone to Asa and Henry Roberts  

110 8 16 Memorial stone to Joseph & Elizabeth Sheard 

111 8 17 Memorial stone to George, Mary, Susan & Samuel Medley 

2 9 7 The church, from the north across Huddersfield Road 

6 9 9 Front elevation of the church 

7 9 10 Front entrance to church 

9 9 11 Detail of pediment with name and date of church (1877) 

10 9 12 Detail of first floor window in north elevation of church 

1 9 13 The church, from the north-east across Huddersfield Road 

3 9 15 The church, from the north-west across Huddersfield Road 

8 9 16 Detail of fanlight, key-stone and impost band over front entrance 

4 9 17 The church, from the north-west across Huddersfield Road 

5 9 18 The church, from the north-east across Huddersfield Road 

12 10 1 The west side of the church, from the north-west 

16 10 2 Detail of ground floor window, west side of church 

15 10 4 Detail of basement window, west side of church 

141 10 5 Modern link between church and Sunday school, from the north-west 

14 10 6 
The east side of the church, from the north-east, down Trinity Street towards the 
Sunday school 

11 10 7 The east side of the church, from the south-east, up Trinity Street 

18 10 9 East side of rear rooms of church 

21 10 10 Detail of blind window re-used from the 1835 church, inscribed with date and name 

19 10 11 South end of church, from the east 

99 10 12 Sunday school: north elevation 
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98 10 13 Sunday school, from the north-east 

101 10 15 Sunday school: present doorway in north elevation (possibly former window) 

17 10 16 Walkway along east side of church, from the south 

96 10 17 Sunday school: window in east gable 

95 10 18 Sunday school: front entrance 

94 11 2 The Sunday school, from the south-east 

97 11 3 Sunday school: south elevation 

104 11 4 Sunday school: south elevation, with extension at left 

103 11 5 Sunday school: south elevation with extension at left 

102 11 6 Sunday school: the early twentieth century extension at the west end 

13 11 8 The west side of the church, from the south-west 

20 11 9 South end of church, from the south-west 

107 11 11 Sunday school, from the north-west 

106 11 12 Sunday school, from the north-west  

105 11 14 
Sunday school: doorway to extension, north side (note blocked opening at ground 
level) 

108 11 15 Memorial stones against west gable of Sunday school 

100 11 16 Sunday school: typical window in north elevation 
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Figure 1: Location maps 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 

 

site 





Trinity Methodist Church, Huddersfield Road, Mirfield, West Yorkshire: Historic Building Record 

Stephen Haigh Buildings Archaeologist  October 2012 

 
 

 
 

Figure 3: Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 map, published 1855 (surveyed 1850) 
Sheet no: Yorkshire, 247; enlarged 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Sketch of the 1833 chapel, with present Sunday school to rear 
From Pobjoy, H N 1969 History of Mirfield: A West Riding Town p85
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Figure 5: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map 
Published 1893 (surveyed 1888) 

Sheet no: Yorkshire, 247.6 
 

Shows the rebuilt chapel and 1861 Sunday school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map 
Published 1907 (revised 1905) 

Sheet no: Yorkshire, 247.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map 
Published 1922 (revised 1914) 

Sheet no: Yorkshire, 247.6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map 
Published 1933 (revised 1930) 

Sheet no: Yorkshire, 247.6 
 
 
 
 





 





 





 





 





 





 





 


