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SUMMARY 

 

Two adjoining late eighteenth century buildings at None-Go-Bye Farm (NGR: SE 24021 

41999) form an L-shaped group, containing a barn and a range of uncertain purpose, 

possibly stabling.  Both are much altered and in poor condition, with few significant features 

in evidence.  A photographic record of them was made in April 2012 for Square Feet Ltd, to 

fulfil a condition of planning consent for a residential development at the site. 
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BUILDINGS AT NONE-GO-BYE FARM, OTLEY OLD ROAD, HORSFORTH, WEST 

YORKSHIRE: 

 

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORD 

 
 
1 Introduction 

 

1.1 This report presents the results of historic building recording of two buildings at 

None-Go-Bye Farm, near Horsforth, West Yorkshire.  The work was carried out 

in April 2012 for the developer Square Feet Ltd, to discharge a condition 

attached to planning consent from Leeds City Council for a residential 

development at the site. 

 

1.2 The buildings recorded are stone-built and believed to be late eighteenth 

century.  They include a barn of five bays and an adjoining range built in two 

phases, of uncertain purpose, but possibly stabling, perhaps from a time when 

the farm also served as an inn on the adjacent turnpike road.  

 

1.3 The recording work was carried out in accordance with a specification from the 

West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service (WYAAS) (Appendix 1), and 

involved historical research, and photographic and written recording.  This report 

will be submitted to the client, the West Yorkshire Historic Environment Record 

and the West Yorkshire Archive Service, and will be published on the internet via 

the OASIS project. 

 

2 Location and current use 

 

2.1 None-Go-Bye Farm occupies a rural location about 10km to the north-west of 

Leeds city centre in Carlton civil parish, between the settlements of Horsforth, 

Yeadon and Bramhope, and stands on the south-west side of Otley Old Road, 

the minor road which links Cookridge and Otley.  It lies at about 150m above sea 

level.  The national grid reference for the site is SE 24021 41999 and the 

postcode is LS18 5HZ (figure 1). 

 

2.2 The farm, in which there are two or three separate dwellings, appears to have 

become fragmented into a number of different properties and to have undergone 

other development in recent years.  The buildings recorded here, which form an 

L-shape group along Otley Old Road, with later lean-to structures adjoining, 

seem to be the only surviving traditional farm buildings at the site (figure 2).  The 

barn, which forms the west arm of the group, seems to have been last in 

agricultural use, but the range forming the northern arm has been partly used as 

a shop and general storage area.  Both buildings are in poor structural condition, 

which limits access. 
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3 Planning background 

 

3.1 None of the buildings at the site is listed as having special architectural or 

historic interest, or fall within a conservation area. 

 

3.2 Planning consent for the change of use of the north range to form two two- 

bedroomed houses with associated parking and alterations to access, and the 

demolition of the barn, was granted by Leeds City Council on 14 December 2011 

(application number 11/04150/FU), and a condition (number 9) attached at the 

request of the council’s archaeological advisor, WYAAS, requires archaeological 

and architectural recording before development. 

 

4 Previous investigative work 

 

4.1 No previous architectural or archaeological work appears to have been 

undertaken at the site.  

 

5 Historical background 

 

5.1 The following notes on historic maps etc were gleaned from brief research at 

Leeds Local Studies Library.  The Leeds office of the West Yorkshire Archive 

Service appears to hold no township maps of Carlton, or other documents of 

directly relevance to the site. 

 

5.2 The earliest documentary evidence identified during this study for there being 

buildings at None-Go-Bye Farm is Jefferys’ map of Yorkshire, published in 1775, 

which shows an un-named building at the location (figure 3), which then lay at 

the eastern end of the unenclosed Carlton Common.  At that date, what is now 

known as Otley Old Road formed the main road between Leeds and Otley, and 

had been turnpiked in 1755, though it is thought that it was simply an existing 

route which the turnpike trust aimed to improve, rather than one which was newly 

laid out; it became the “old road” after 1836 when the new route was made 

through Bramhope (the present A660).  Thorp’s map of 1822 (figure 4) also 

shows the farm, and names it “Nongobys”, though both it and the 1775 map are 

at scales which do not allow individual buildings to be identified reliably.  The 

earliest documented use of the name is from 1817, when it was given as 

“Nongoby”, implying it was an inn or tavern,1 entirely plausible given its location 

on such a principal road. 

 

5.3 Ordnance Survey maps of 1852, 1908, 1921 and 1934 all name the farm “None-

go-bye’s” and show the L-shaped group at the north-west end of the site (figures 

5-8), with a dwelling or dwellings to the east, although the present farmhouse to 

                                                
1 Smith, A H 1961 The Place Names of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Part 4 p144 
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the south was evidently built in the second half of the nineteenth century.  The 

form of the farm buildings themselves changes slightly after 1852, with a new 

south range and various small additions being added to the courtyard 

arrangement, and in 1908 a disused bleach works is shown close to the farm. 

 

5.4 The 1841 census recorded William Jennings, farmer, as the head of the only 

household at “Non go bys”, and in 1851 only a housekeeper and servants were 

resident there.  David Hudson lived there in 1861 and was a farmer of 80 acres, 

and in 1871 John Hargreaves, a linen yarn merchant and bleacher was head of 

one household; two other dwellings are also listed, occupied by a farm labourer 

and a foreman bleacher.  In 1881 one house was occupied by an agricultural 

labourer and one by a coachman, implying an establishment of significant 

wealth, but two other houses were uninhabited.  Significantly none of these 

mention use of the farm as an inn, so if it had been put to that use at one time, it 

was before the 1840s (as would be expected if passing traffic moved to the new 

turnpike road through Bramhope). 

 

6 Recording methodology 

 

6.1 The recording was carried out in accordance with the specification issued by 

WYAAS (Appendix 1), on 2 April 2012, and comprised photographic and written 

records.  The former was made using a medium format camera with perspective 

control and other lenses, and black and white film for archival permanence.  

External and internal photographs were taken (though access was restricted by 

the poor structural condition of the buildings), in most cases using either a 1m or 

2m ranging pole marked with 0.5m graduations as a scale, and their locations 

are shown on copies of plans provided by Square Feet Ltd (or derived from 

them), though it should be noted that these plans do not constitute accurate 

records in themselves.  All the photographs are copied in this report, and in the 

following description they are referred to by numbers in bold.  A small number of 

external photographs was also taken using a digital camera (see Appendix 2). 

 

6.2 The structurally poor condition of the buildings hindered recording work, with the 

first floors of both barn and north range being inaccessible, and in the former 

case photography was undertaken from the collapsed west side of the building, 

and in the latter case by ladder, through a window opening and a hole within the 

floor.  This accounts for the absence of photographic scales from some of the 

internal views.  

 

7 Description of the buildings 

 

7.1 The barn and north range appear to be broadly contemporary, though the latter 

was clearly built during two phases.  All parts are of coursed local sandstone 

(better termed gritstone), probably quarried in the immediate vicinity, with 
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squared, edge-laid quoins, while the roofs are of stone slate, with a mixture of 

stone and tile ridges. 

 

7.2 The barn faces east into the courtyard (1,2), though most of its front elevation is 

hidden by a modern lean-to.  The tall cart entrance occupying the centre has a 

segmental arch but has been blocked (3), to leave only narrow doorways to the 

ground floor and a modern upper floor, and the only other entrance in this side of 

the building is a doorway to a shippon in the south end, though conceivably 

another exists behind the render within the lean-to.  At the north-east corner, the 

manner in which the two ranges abut one another is unusual (it is an 

uneconomic arrangement), but a close similarity in building styles and materials 

is evident (4).  As well as an original forking hole, there is an inserted doorway in 

the north gable (5,6).  There is no access to allow the south gable to be 

photographed from the exterior, but it has a small owl hole with landing ledge.  In 

the rear, west-facing elevation, where ground level has been raised by about 1m 

or so, a second cart entrance matching the east one survived until c.2010, when 

it collapsed or was taken down (7,8).  The only other (former) opening in this 

elevation is an infilled window near the south end, which was probably 

secondary. 

 

7.3 Inside the barn there have been extensive modern alterations, with a continuous 

first floor having been put in for the full length, supported in the central and 

northern ends by steel beams carried partly on a breeze block wall on the east 

side, so that on the ground floor, these parts of the building have no historic 

aspects visible (9).  The south end is still recognisable as a former shippon 

however, and clearly had a loft over previously, albeit at a lower height (10,11).  

It contains a former (but inserted) doorway in the south gable, and a former 

window to the west, as well as a concrete plinth with holding-down bolts for a 

small engine, possibly a milking machine, in the south-east corner (12).  This 

room would have been of a size which could have housed perhaps eight cows, 

though there is no visible evidence for any former stalls (it has a modern 

concrete floor); it seems likely that the north end of the building, beyond the 

central threshing bay, was open to the roof originally, rather than containing 

animal housing.  The upper part of the barn can only be viewed from outside, 

from the west, due to the parlous state of the roof and loft, and few details can be 

discerned.  It has four trusses, all apparently original, and of sawn, imported 

softwood, with queen strut and upper king post design (13,14).  The joints are 

pegged and there are three pairs of side purlins, which are tusk-tenoned. 

 

7.4 The north range has also been added to in recent years by agricultural lean-tos, 

which mask much of its original appearance, though extensive alterations to the 

fabric also mean that its significance is much reduced, to the extent that no clear 

determination of its former purpose is possible, though the absence of any 

evidence for heating does imply that it was agricultural rather than domestic.  
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7.5 Straight joints in both front and rear elevations show that the west part of the 

range was built before the east, and there is an accompanying slight difference 

in the depth of the stone courses, though the roof trusses are very similar in the 

two parts (15-17).  Few original details survive within the earlier west part.  There 

are three ground floor doorways in the south elevation, but all have modern 

concrete lintels and none is demonstrably original, while there are also two 

inserted ground floor doorways in the west gable, and a group of modern 

windows in the north side (18,19).  The only openings which can be identified as 

original with any certainty are at first floor level, and include the central opening 

in the south elevation and a forking hole in the west gable, the latter enlarged to 

form a doorway, though there is also a blocked opening in north wall.  These are 

all agricultural in character.  The ground floor has rendered walls internally and it 

is not certain that all are historic, so the original arrangement is no longer 

apparent (20), but the first floor seems to have been an undivided loft of three 

bays, open to the roof, suggesting that this was a feed loft over a stable (21-23).  

The two trusses are pegged and of queen strut form, and are made from a 

mixture of irregular and square-sawn softwood, with some of the tusk-tenoned 

purlins being of oak.   The trusses have joint numbering, all carried out with a drill 

bit (seldom seen), which is applied as “I” and “II” respectively to the north and 

south parts of the west truss, and “III” and “IIII” to the north and south parts of the 

east truss (24-26). 

 

7.6 The east part of the north range, which seems to have been an early addition, 

may simply have been an extension of the stables, perhaps attributable to the 

use of the farm as an inn for travellers, but distinguishing features are few and 

far between.  An original front doorway with monolithic jambs seems to survive in 

the south elevation, within the later lean-to (27), but all the other ground floor 

openings seem to have been inserted or altered, including a former gable 

doorway (28).  There are two first floor windows to the front elevation, with their 

jambs intact, although these may have had mullions at one time, similar to that 

retained by the rear first floor window, in which case they are unlikely to have 

served as forking holes (29,30).  Little of the building’s former use can be 

deduced from the present ground floor, which has glazed brick walls associated 

with its use as a dairy in the twentieth century (31), though the bipartite division 

may be original.  The first floor lacks this division: however its plastered walls 

and underdrawn ceiling (in the east end at least) suggest it was not a feed loft, 

but might have had a domestic use, though as noted previously, the lack of any 

means of heating is significant, and raises the possibility that it served as a bothy 

for occasional use, rather than for permanent occupation (32).  The two roof 

trusses are very similar to those in the west part of the range, but differ in that 

the carpenter’s numbering is carried out with chisel rather than drill, and in this 

case, the west truss has “I” and “II” on right-hand and left-hand halves 

respectively, and the east truss “III” and “IIII” to right and left (33,34). 
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8 Conclusion 

 

8.1 The architecture of these farm buildings and documentary evidence suggests 

that they are late eighteenth century, and used as part of a farm-cum-inn on the 

Leeds-Otley turnpike.  The courtyard arrangement is distinctive and associated 

more with regions to the east than the Pennines to the west, and this factor, 

together with the size of the barn, implies that arable farming was significant, as 

well as livestock husbandry here.  The enclosure of Carlton Moor or Common, 

on whose edge the farm lay, is thought to have taken place in the 1770s and 

perhaps also gave impetus to the farm’s success at that time.  Modern 

alterations and decay mean that the north range remains enigmatic in its 

function, though it seems likely that it served as stabling and temporary 

accommodation. 
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Appendix 1: WYAAS Specification 
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Appendix 2: List of digital photographs 
 
CD of photographs (in JPG, ORF(RAW) & DNG formats) deposited with the West Yorkshire 
Historic Environment Record 
 
Number Subject 
D01 Barn: east elevation  
D02 Barn: east elevation 
D03 Barn, from the north-west 
D04 Barn: west elevation, with former cart entrance at left 
D05 North range: south elevation (west part) 
D06 North range, from the south-east 
D07 North range: south elevation (east part) 
D08 North range: north elevation (west part) 
D09 North range, from the north-east 
D10 North range and barn, from the north-west 
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Appendix 3: Contents of the project archive 
 
To be deposited with the Leeds office of the West Yorkshire Archive Service 
 
1 file, containing: 

• a copy of the report 
• photographic contact sheets (3 no) 
• site notes 

 
Complete list of black and white photographs taken, in film order 

Photo Film Frame Subject 
1 1 15 Barn: east elevation  

2 1 14 Barn: east elevation 

3 3 3 Barn: blocked cart doorway within modern lean-to, east elevation 

4 3 4 Junction between barn and north range, from the south-east 

5 2 9 Barn: north gable, and west end of north range 

6 2 8 Barn: north gable 

7 2 10 Barn, from the north-west 

8 2 11 Barn: west elevation, with former cart entrance at left 

9 3 1 Barn: modern ground floor in north part, from the south-east  

10 2 17 Barn: shippon in south end, from the west 

11 2 16 Barn: shippon in south end, from the north-east 

12 2 18 Barn: base for engine in shippon, from the north-west 

13 2 12 Barn: roof truss to north of central bay, from the north-west 

14 2 14 Barn: north end of interior, from the south-west 

15 1 16 North range: south elevation (west part) 

16 1 18 North range, from the south-east 

17 1 17 North range: south elevation (east part) 

18 2 6 North range: west gable 

19 2 5 North range: north elevation (west part) 

20 3 5 North range: modern room in west end of ground floor 

21 3 18 North range: first floor in west part, from the east 

22 3 10 
North range: first floor in west part, from the south-west (note blocked 
opening below tie beam) 

23 3 9 North range: first floor in west part, from the south-east 

24 3 11 North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-east 

25 3 12 North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-west 

26 3 13 North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-west 

27 3 6 North range: former doorway (original) in south elevation of east part 

28 2 1 North range, from the north-east 

29 2 4 North range and barn, from the north-west 

30 2 3 North range: north elevation (east part) 

31 3 7 North range: modern room (dairy) in east end of ground floor 

32 3 17 North range: first floor in east part, from the west 

33 3 15 North range: roof truss in east part, from the west 

34 3 16 North range: roof truss in east part, from the west 
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Figure 2: Location maps 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 
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Figure 3: Copy of 1775 map 
The County of York Surveyed, by Thomas Jefferys (surveyed 1771); Plate 12 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Copy of 1822 map 
Map of town of Leeds and county circumjacent... made during 1819, 1820 and 1821 by Joshua Thorp 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Ordnance Survey 1:10,560 map, published 1851 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 187; enlarged to approx 1:2500 

site shown, 
but unnamed 

site shown, 
named 

“Nongobys” 
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Figure 6: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1908 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 187.15 

 

 
 

Figure 7: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1921 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 187.15 

 

 
 

Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map, published 1934 
Sheet no: Yorkshire 187.15 
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Photo 2: Barn: east elevation (film 1, frame 14) 
 

 
 

Photo 3: Barn: blocked cart doorway within modern lean-to, east elevation (film 3, frame 3) 
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Photo 5: Barn: north gable, and west end of north range (film 2, frame 9) 
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Photo 6: Barn: north gable (film 2, frame 8) 
 

 
 

Photo 7: Barn, from the north-west (film 2, frame 10) 
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Photo 8: Barn: west elevation, with former cart entrance at left (film 2, frame 11) 
 

 
 

Photo 9: Barn: modern ground floor in north part, from the south-east  (film 3, frame 1) 
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Photo 10: Barn: shippon in south end, from the west (film 2, frame 17) 
 

 
 

Photo 11: Barn: shippon in south end, from the north-east (film 2, frame 16) 
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Photo 12: Barn: base for engine in shippon, from the north-west (film 2, frame 18) 
 

 
 

Photo 13: Barn: roof truss to north of central bay, from the north-west (film 2, frame 12) 
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Photo 14: Barn: north end of interior, from the south-west (film 2, frame 14) 
 

 
 

Photo 15: North range: south elevation (west part) (film 1, frame 16) 
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Photo 17: North range: south elevation (east part) (film 1, frame 17) 
 

 
 

Photo 18: North range: west gable (film 2, frame 6) 
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Photo 19: North range: north elevation (west part) (film 2, frame 5) 
 

 
 

Photo 20: North range: modern room in west end of ground floor (film 3, frame 5) 
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Photo 21: North range: first floor in west part, from the east (film 3, frame 18) 
 

 
 

Photo 22: North range: first floor in west part, from the south-west (note blocked opening below tie beam) (film 
3, frame 10) 
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Photo 23: North range: first floor in west part, from the south-east (film 3, frame 9) 
 

 
 

Photo 24: North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-east (film 3, frame 11) 
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Photo 25: North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-west (film 3, frame 12) 
 

 
 

Photo 26: North range: roof truss in west part, from the south-west (film 3, frame 13) 



Buildings at None-Go-Bye Farm, Otley Old Road, Horsforth, West Yorkshire: Historic Building Record 

Stephen Haigh Buildings Archaeologist April 2012 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Photo 28: North range, from the north-east (film 2, frame 1) 
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Photo 29: North range and barn, from the north-west (film 2, frame 4) 
 

 
 

Photo 30: North range: north elevation (east part) (film 2, frame 3) 
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Photo 31: North range: modern room (dairy) in east end of ground floor (film 3, frame 7) 
 

 
 

Photo 32: North range: first floor in east part, from the west (film 3, frame 17) 
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Photo 33: North range: roof truss in east part, from the west (film 3, frame 15) 
 

 
 

Photo 34: North range: roof truss in east part, from the west (film 3, frame 16) 


