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17 ST PETER’S ROAD, CIRENCESTER, GLOUCESTERSHIRE: 
RESULTS OF AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

 
NGR: 402200 201640  
 
Corinium Roman Town Scheduled Monument (LEN no. 1003426) 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1  This document sets out the results of archaeological monitoring during groundworks 

associated with the construction of a new extension to the rear of No.17 St. Peter’s Road, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1RE (see Fig.1). Planning consent has been granted 
by Cotswold District Council (17/02681/FUL) for the new extension. The rear of the 
property lies within the Corinium Roman Town Scheduled Monument (Monument Number 
1003426), and Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) has been granted by Historic 
England (Ref S00184266) in order to allow groundworks to commence. The Historic 
England SMC letter is included in Appendix 1. 

 
1.2  The monitoring was undertaken by AC archaeology Ltd in November 2018 and was 

commissioned by the site owner, in compliance with condition (b) of the Scheduled 
Monument Consent (SMC), which required the submission and approval of a written 
scheme of investigations for a programme of archaeological work to be undertaken, 
comprising archaeological observation and recording during groundworks (see Clark 2018 
for approved written scheme of investigation). 

 
1.3 Condition (b) of the SMC states: 
 
 No ground works shall take place until the applicant has confirmed in writing the 

commissioning of a programme of archaeological work during the development in 
accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and 
approved by the Secretary of State advised by Historic England. 

 
1.4 Condition (d) of the SMC states: 
 
 Foundation trench will be no deeper that 2m. Any requirement to go deeper will need a 

redesign of the foundations to be agreed with Historic England to ensure no significant 
archaeology is harmed.  

 
1.5 Due to constraints associated with a neighbouring property, it was subsequently 

necessary to redesign the foundations, and to use a shallower ground-beam supported 
by ten 100mm ‘heli piles’ (see Fig.1 for details). The full details of the foundation redesign 
are given in Clark (2018). The redesigned foundations consist of ground-breams 
excavated to a maximum depth of 1.05m, together with piles that extend to a depth of at 
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least 5m. In accordance with Condition (d) of the SMC, Historic England were consulted 
regarding the revised foundation design. Due to the concerns they raised regarding the 
revised proposals, a detailed assessment of the impact of piling was prepared at the 
request of Historic England (Clark 2018). This document provided the framework for 
Historic England to approve the revised foundation design, as well as outlining the 
methodology for undertaking the archaeological monitoring. 

 
1.6 The development itself included the demolition of an existing rear and side late 20th 

century extension to the building and to be replaced with a new two-storey extension. The 
new extension uses some existing building foundations. The design drawings produced 
by O’Brien and Price (included in Appendix 1 of this report) indicate that foundation trench 
will not go beyond a depth of 1.05m below the existing ground level (drawing numbers 
C7407/02 rev.1, C7407/04 and C7407/05). 

 
1.7 The underlying geology comprises greenish-grey silicate mudstone with limestone, 

interbedded of the Forest Marble Formation laid down during the Jurassic period. 
 

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The site lies within the St Peter’s Road Conservation Area, as designated in the Cotswold 

District Local Plan 2001- 2011 (adopted April 2006). 
 
2.2 The site also lies within the Corinium Roman Town Scheduled Monument (SM No. GC361, 

National Heritage List for England No. 1003426). Corinium (Cirencester) occupied a key 
position at the junction of the Fosse Way and Ermine Street. When military occupation 
ended it was laid out as the civitas capital and by the 2nd century AD was the second 
largest town in Britain.   Further development during the 4th century may mark an increase 
in status to capital of the province of Britannia Prima (Wales and the West Country), one 
of four provinces created during the 4th century. The Corinium Roman Town Scheduled 
Monument comprises twelve distinct areas within the Roman town which have produced 
Roman remains and are potentially open to archaeological examination. Apart from the 
city banks, no remains are visible above ground. Only the rear gardens of the properties 
on St Peters Road are part of the Scheduled Monument, the ground on which the houses 
stand is excluded. 

 
2.3 There have been previous archaeological watching briefs at 17 St Peter’s Road 

(Gloucestershire Historic Environment Records - GHERs 9885 and 10738). Record GHER 
9885 consisted of a watching brief undertaken in 1991, associated with a new garage on 
the front of the property. This revealed the upper levels of the Roman rampart at a depth 
of c.0.35m below the predevelopment ground surface. Footings for the associated drive 
and path to the north and west of the house revealed no deposits predating the 
construction of the house, as they did not exceed 0.30m in depth. An earlier watching brief 
carried out in the back garden of 17 St Peter’s Road in 1989 again produced no 
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archaeological deposits (GHER 10738). This is likely to be because the groundworks did 
not go deep enough to encounter archaeological deposits. 

 
2.4 An archaeological evaluation, in the form of a single trial pit, supplemented with hand 

augering to a depth of 2m, was undertaken as part of an earlier SMC (Case No. 
S00176511) and to support the planning application for the new extension (Carter 2017). 
The results of this work demonstrated that there was a substantial depth of post-medieval 
and relatively modern material under the ground surface. Although no in-situ Romano-
British deposits were identified as part of the investigation, the presence of re-deposited 
material of this date highlights the fact that in-situ remains may be present near the site, 
and likely within the bounds of the property itself. The results of these investigations 
suggest that these probably lie at a substantial depth below the existing ground surface 
(i.e. below 2m). 

 

3. APPROACH TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING 
 
3.1  The full details regarding the approach to the watching brief are outlined in Clark (2018). 
 
3.2 The principal aims of the recording and archaeological monitoring were: 

 
 To monitor, under constant archaeological supervision, the excavation of foundation 

and drainage trenches; 
 To ensure that no damage occurs to the monument outside the consented works area; 
 To provide an archive and interpretive report on the results of the monitoring.  

 
3.3 The archaeological monitoring project was managed by Kevin Trott, Senior Project 

Manager at AC archaeology Ltd. Site monitoring was undertaken by Vince Simmons, a 
suitably experienced staff member of AC archaeology.  

 

4. RESULTS 
 
 Site clearance and foundation trench 
 
4.1  The initial excavations involved the removal of the existing foundation of the former 

conservatory and required the use of an impact hammer to break-out the concrete slabs. 
The top of the made-ground, below the concrete, was 107.68m OD. The foundations for 
the extension were excavated using a toothed bucket, 600mm wide. The overall trench 
dimensions measured c.800mm wide and c.800mm depth (or 106.88m OD). The 
sequence of the stratigraphy encountered is detailed below in Table 1. 

 
4.2  No deposits of medieval or earlier date were observed during the groundworks. Plates 1 

and 2 show details of the excavated foundation trenches. 
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4.3 The remnants of a garden retaining wall, S113, in the SE corner of the foundation trench 
was partially exposed when the concrete foundation of the former conservatory was 
removed (see Plate 3). The wall is aligned NW/SE, constructed of sub-angular, tabular 
Jurassic limestone, cobble and boulder sized, random rubble/dry-stone style. It appears 
that the retaining wall supports the higher garden elevation of No.17 from the lower garden 
of the property 15 St Peter’s Road, to the immediate NE (see Plate 4). Although the wall 
could be seen to continue SE, no extension to the NW could be seen. 

 
Context Thickness 

(mm) 
Description  Interpretation 

106 50 Yellow SAND 

Made Ground: derived from 
various construction phases. 
SW section of foundations.  
 
Modern/post-medieval. 

107 150 grey-brown SILT/CLAY 
108 100 deep purple-red ASH and CLINKER 
109 100 light yellow grey-brown CLAY 
110 100 deep purple-red with black ASH and 

CLINKER with charcoal and coal 
111 300 pale yellow-grey silty SAND with some 

gravel and ash, flecks of charcoal, nails and 
brick fragments 

112 800 black-brown ashy SILT with clinker, gravel 
and building demolition debris 

Made Ground: derived from 
various construction phases. 
NE section of foundation, site 
of former conservatory. 
 
Modern/post-medieval. 
 

Table 1: The stratigraphy as revealed by the excavation of a foundation trench for 
building extension 

 
 Insertion of piles 
 
4.4 A second stage of site work was monitored and involved the insertion of piles (see Plate 

5).  
 
4.5 Six piles were observed driven to a maximum depth of 5m below the base of foundation 

trench. As was anticipated, no arisings (the material that gets drilled out of the ground 
during conventional piling) was produced and no below ground obstructions were 
encountered. Following consultations with Historic England (dated 27 November 2018) it 
was agreed that no further monitoring of the piling was required. 

 
5. FINDS 
 
5.1  No artefacts were recovered during the works. 
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6. COMMENT . 
 
6.1 The excavation of the foundation trenches was limited to a depth of c.800mm and revealed 

only extensive made ground deposits of post-medieval date and no clean natural stratum 
was encountered. Furthermore, the observations of the piling operations did not produce 
any arisings no additional archaeological information was obtained. 

 
6.2 No significant archaeological cut features or deposits were observed. No artefacts were 

recovered. 
 
6.3 It is noted that the rear garden of No.17 is at a higher elevation than the property 

immediately to the NE (15 St Peter’s Road), the two gardens separated by a retaining 
wall, S113, partially exposed during the foundation excavation. It is possible that the higher 
elevation has resulted from the levelling of excavated materials from previous construction 
phases. It was noted that the No.17  has an extensive basement 
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Plate 1: Overview of 
excavated foundation 
trench, viewed from S 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plate 2: Excavated foundation 
trench, view from SW. S113 at top 
of photograph 
 



17 St Peter’s Road, Cirencester: 
Results of an archaeological watching brief               Doc. ACW1051/5/0                    Page 7 

 
Plate3: Remnants 
of garden retaining 
wall, S113 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 4: Variation in garden levels 
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Plate 5: Driving ‘Heli’ piles into base of foundation trench 

 



APPENDIX 1: SMC and design drawings 
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