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VICTORY GARDENS, BANNERDOWN DRIVE, BATHEASTON, BATH, 
BA1 7JW:  

Results of an archaeological watching brief  

Centred on NGR 378460 167733 

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1  This document describes the results of archaeological monitoring of works associated 
with the construction of a two-storey extension to an existing dwelling at Victory 
Gardens, Bannerdown Drive, Batheaston, Bath (centred on NGR 378460 167733). 
The site location is shown in Appendix 1. 

1.2  The document has been prepared by AC archaeology Ltd on behalf of the owner, Mr 
M. Veal, in compliance with Condition 2 of the planning permission issued by Bath and 
North-East Somerset Council (Ref 14/01397/FUL): 

No development shall take place within the site until the applicant, or their agents or 
successors in title, has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological 
work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted 
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The programme of 
archaeological work should provide a controlled watching brief during ground works on 
the site, with provision for excavation of any significant deposits or features 
encountered, and shall be carried out by a competent person(s) and completed in 
accordance with the approved written scheme of investigation. 

1.3  This permission includes the construction of a detached workshop/garage and four 
holiday lets within the same plot of land.  At this stage, only the house extension has 
been undertaken and this report covers the results of the monitoring of groundworks 
associated with the extension only.  Further monitoring will be required when the 
subsequent elements of the development are undertaken.  

1.4 The application area lies approximately 400m north of the River Avon at between 80 
and 85m OD. The underlying geology comprises sedimentary limestone of the Inferior 
Oolite Group of Jurassic origin.  

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1  The proposed development lies approximately 250m to the south-west of the discovery 
spot of a Roman stone coffin (B&NES HER MBN 1736) and approximately 250m to 
the south of the find spot of a further stone coffin (B&NES HER MBN 4612). 



 

3. APPROACH TO ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING 

3.1  The principal aims of the recording and archaeological monitoring were: 

 To monitor, under constant archaeological supervision, the excavation of the 
footing trenches for the extension and the reduction of levels within the extension 
footprint; 
 

 To provide an archive and interpretive report on the results of the monitoring.  
3.2  The archaeological monitoring project was managed by Peter Cox MIfA, Director of 

AC archaeology. Site monitoring was undertaken by a Mark Corney. 
 
3.3  Attendance on site was comprehensive- an archaeologist was present during all 

groundworks. This included all activities involving the reduction of site levels, and the 
excavation of footing trenches and external service trenches.  

 
3.4  A detailed archaeological record was made of all exposed deposits of archaeological 

interest, using notebooks, context records, plans and sections at suitable scales and 
by photography (digital imagery).  

Plate 1: Area of the works prior to construction. View from the S 

4. RESULTS 

4.1  Prior to commencement of works the site was cleared and the debris removed (Plate 
1).  

 
4.2  A 10m long footing trench for the extension was mechanically excavated to an average 

depth of 1 m and 0.7m wide. At regular intervals the trench widened to 1.2m for pad 
bases. The exposed stratigraphy was consistent throughout the excavations 
comprising up to 200mm of mixed topsoil overlying undisturbed natural limestone 
brash (Plate 2).  



 

 

 
Plate 2: Excavated footing trench with expanded pad-base in foreground. View from the W 

4.3  No artefacts or features of archaeological origin were noted.  

5.  COMMENT 

5.1  The archaeological monitoring demonstrated that no features of archaeological origin 
were disturbed during the groundworks associated with the construction of the 
extension. Further monitoring will be required elsewhere on the site when the holiday 
let properties are constructed.  

 



 

APPENDIX 1: SITE LAYOUT 
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