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Description of works 
 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out by AC archaeology on behalf of Mr Tim Bacon, during 
groundworks associated with the construction of three dwellings on land at Higher Moor Cross, Pancrasweek (Fig. 
1). The work was required by Torridge District Council under a condition attached to the grant of planning 
permission for the development.  
 
The site occupies an irregularly-shaped field of c 0.2 hectares which lies at a height of approximately 130m aOD. It 
is situated approximately 180m to the north of three probable Bronze Age bowl barrows (Scheduled Monument no. 
34273), and a further two barrows lie to the southwest of these. A further three barrows lie 240m to the northeast 
of the site. Worked flint scatters have also been recorded to the west.  
 
Monitored groundworks consisted of topsoil stripping across the footprint of the new buildings and adjacent 
parking; an area measuring approximately 60m x 16m (Fig. 2). The new access utilises the existing gateway into 
the field but as this gateway has been heavily stoned in the past, it was not disturbed. All operations were carried 
out using a tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a grading bucket.  
 
Results 
 
A simple deposit sequence was exposed throughout, consisting of mid-brown clay loam topsoil (100) over natural 
subsoil (101), which comprised buff brown clay. The topsoil measured approximately 30cm deep to the northeast, 
increasing slightly to 40cm deep to the southwest (Plates 1 and 2).  
 
No significant archaeological features or deposits were present. Occasional plough scarring was noted, 
perpendicular to (i.e. respecting) the southern field boundary. Nine sherds of 19th to 20th-century pottery were 
recovered from the topsoil (100), together with a single fragment of tobacco pipe stem and a fragment of modern 
glass. The pottery consisted of five sherds of industrial whiteware (one transfer-printed) and four sherds of green 
and brown glazed earthernware. These have not been retained. 
 
Discussion 
 
No evidence has been found for occupation or activity within the site prior to the 19th century. Some evidence for 
ploughing was noted, although this is likely to be post-medieval in date as it post-dates the southern field 
boundary. The pottery, clay pipe and glass were probably brought into the site during episodes of manuring.  
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Plate 1: General view of eastern part of site. View to southwest (1m 
scale)

Plate 2: General view of western part of site. View to southwest (1m 
scale)
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