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Summary 

An archaeological trench evaluation, carried out in support of a forthcoming planning 
application for residential development on land adjacent to Chudleigh Road, Alphington was 
undertaken by AC archaeology during April 2013. The site occupies approximately 13.7
hectares of mixed pasture and arable fields either side of Chudleigh Road, on the southern 
outskirts of Alphington. The site has been subject to a previous desk-based assessment, which 
included fieldwalking and geophysical survey of the site, as a component of a wider-scale 
assessment for the Land Southwest of Exeter Development Masterplan Area.�

The evaluation comprised the machine-excavation of 16 trenches totalling 530m in length, with 
each trench measuring 1.60m wide. These were positioned to target and characterise the 
anomalies recorded in the geophysical survey and cropmarks visible on aerial photographs. 

Archaeological features recorded during the evaluation largely confirm the results of the 
geophysical survey and aerial photography. Features recorded predominately consisted of 
linear and recti-linear ditch and gully features most likely associated with pre-modern field 
systems. At the north-eastern end of the site evidence of two ring ditches of ploughed out 
barrows of possible Bronze Age date, together with a possible prehistoric circular enclosure 
were recorded. 
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5.4 Trench 3 6$�����
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Pit and posthole features 
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5.5 Trench 4 6$�����
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5.6 Trench 5�6$�����
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5.7 Trench 6�6,����7�
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5.8 Trench 7 6$�����
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5.9 Trench 8 6$�����
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5.10 Trench 9�6$�����
�/����,���#4���
�����	���,���#�?�7�
 ������ &��������
� ���� �	�����
�+��������
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� �	� �� 
�/��� 	!�
*�#������	+���	��
���'���	��	�������������	��6&*�7��	�������	!��������	+������
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6. THE FINDS ���9�	��1����0�+������	������	��!�	��@��������F������
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6.1 Introduction and methodology 
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6.7 Clay pipe 
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6.8 Ceramic Building Material (CBM) 
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6.11 Animal bone 
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6.12 Charcoal 
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7. DISCUSSION 
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7.4 Pits and Postholes 
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7.5 Circular Enclosure 
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7.6 Ring ditches 
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 archaeologyAC

Plate 6: Trench 8, section of linear F804, view from
the east (scale 2m)

Plate 5: Trench 7, section of linear F704,
view from the northwest (scale 1m)

Plate 7: General view of Trench 12,
view from south (scale 2m x 1m)

Plate 8: General view of Trench 14,
view from west (scale 2m x 1m)
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APPENDIX 1: TABULATED CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 
�

�
�
�
�

�
Trench 12 Length

�*��
Width
���*��

Alignment
99<?))8�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
��**� $���� ��	+�� ����� ����0� 	����	���� ���?

����������
����?�	��
�
���	����
*?*��*��  	/�	��

��*�� �
� ������� ��	+�� ������� ���0�
	����	���� ���?�������� ��
� ���?
�	��
�
���	����

*��*?*��*�� ����������������	��

��*�� $������	+������
���������
�����'��� *���G� 9�����������	��

�
Trench 13 Length

����
Width
��&*��

Alignment
9?)�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
��**� �
?
���� ��	+�� ����� ����0� 	����	����

���?����������
����?�	��
�
���	���*�
*?*��&��  	/�	��

��*�� $������

�����	+�����������0��	!�0�'����
	����	���� ���?�������� ��
� ���?
�	��
�
���	����

*��&?*����� ����������������	��

��*�� $����/�������
���������
�+������'���� *����G� 9�����������	��

��*�� .����� 
���0� ���
���� >()0� �	���'��
�
��0� /	������ ����� 	!� ��?��������&��
3�*�����
��/�

*���?��*��� %���	!���������	��
����!�������

��*�� $���� ��
� ��	+�� ������� ���0� �	!�5/�����0�
�	��	�����������'������
���	����

*�"�?��*��� ,���	!�,��*��

��*�� $������

�����	+������������0��	!�0�'����
	����	������	������
����'����

*���?*�"��� ,���	!�
����,��*��

��*�� %���	!������0����
����>()0��	���'����
�
!����� �������� �
��0� �	���'�� �	� !������
����0�������+�3�*�����
��/�

*���?��*��� %��� 	!� ������ �	��
���� !�������
6/�	��������������,#*�0�,"*�7�

��*#� $���� ��

��� ��	+�� ������� ���� +���
���
0� /�����5�	!�0� �	��	�� ������ ���?
�	��
�
���
����?�����������'����

*�"�?��*���� ,���	!�,��*��

��*"� $���� ��

��� ��	+�� ������� ���� +���
���
0� �	!�� L!�����0� '���� 	����	����
��	������
����'����

*���?*�"��� ,����!���	!�,��*��

�
Trench 14 Length

�*��
Width
���*��

Alignment
9?)�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
��**� �
� 
���� ��	+�� ����� ����0� �	!�0�

	����	���� ���?�������� ��
� ���?
�	��
�
���	����

*?*�����  	/�	��

��*�� $���� ��

��� ��	+�� ����� ����0� �	!�� �	�
!��� 0� 	����	���� ���?�������� ��
�
����������	����

*���?*��*�� ����������������	��

��*�� $����/�������
0���������
�+������'���0�
!��� +��� /������� 	!� ���?�������� ��
�
���?�	��
�
����'����

*��*�G� 9�����������	��

�
Trench 15 Length

���
Width
���*��

Alignment
985)<�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
� 9	�� �3��'���
� 
��� �	� �������

�������	���
� �

�
Trench 16 Length

�*�
Width
���*��

Alignment
<9<?8)8�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
� 9	�� �3��'���
� 
��� �	� �������

�������	���
� �



APPENDIX 1: TABULATED CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 
�

�
�
�
�

�
Trench 17 Length

�*��
Width
���*��

Alignment
98?)<�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
�#**� �
���	+������������0��		��0�	����	����

���?����������	���0��	
����/�	����	��
*?*�����  	/�	��

�#*�� .���� ��	+�� ������� ���0� �		��0� �	��	��
���?�������� ��	���0��3����� 	!� ���?�	��
��
��	���'���

*���?*�"��� ����������������	��

�#*�� .������
����������0�!��0�	����	�������?
����������	����

*�"��G� 9�����������	��

�
Trench 18 Length

�*��
Width
���*��

Alignment
9<?)8�

Context Description Depth Interpretation
�"**� �
� ��	+�� ������� ���0� �		��0� /		����

�	���
� ���?�������� ��	���0� �	
����
/�	����	��

*?*�����  	/�	��

�"*�� .���� ��	+�� ������� ���0� �		��0�
	����	���� ���?�������� ��	���0� /		����
�	���
�

*���?*����� ������������)���	��

�"*�� .���� ��

��� ��	+�� ������� ���0� �		��0�
	����	�������?����������	���0��	���'���
����	�� !	��
� �� ���� �	+���� ��
� 	!� ����
�������

*���G�� %	���'�������	��

�"*�� >����� ��

��� /��/��� ����� ����0� !��� 0�
�	��	�����?����������	����

*���G�� 9�����������	��

�



 www.acarchaeology.co.uk

Wiltshire Office

AC archaeology Ltd
Manor Farm Stables
Chicklade
Hindon
Nr Salisbury
Wiltshire
SP3 5SU

Telephone:  01747 820581
Fax:  01747 820440

Devon Office

AC archaeology Ltd
Unit 4, Halthaies Workshops

Bradninch
Nr Exeter

Devon
EX5 4LQ

Telephone/Fax:  01392 882410


