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Description of works. 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during groundworks associated with the construction of a new 
single dwelling and extensions to the side and rear of an existing dwelling on land at Down Hills, Milbury Lane, 
Exminster (Fig 1). The investigations were required by Teignbridge District Council as a condition of the grant of 
planning permission, and were carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by AC 
archaeology. 
 
The land is located within 40m of a Roman ditch and industrial remains and earlier Bronze Age settlement activity 
recorded in previous archaeological trench evaluations on the nearby Milbury residential development. The aim of 
the watching brief was to preserve by record any archaeological features or deposits exposed during groundworks 
associated with the development, with particular reference to any evidence of prehistoric or Romano-British 
settlement and agricultural activity. 
 
Groundworks were completed over two separate days. On the first day the south half of the new dwelling area was 
taken down to natural and the north half was levelled as was the drive and parking area, but this did not penetrate 
below the topsoil. On the second day in the area of the new dwelling the foundation trenches were dug down in to 
the natural. 
 
The following soil sequence was present: a topsoil, measuring 0.80m thick, comprising friable mid brown sandy-silt 
with rare small sub-rounded flint/gravels, below which was a subsoil, measuring 0.20m thick, consisting of friable 
mid yellow silty-sand with occasional small sub-rounded flint/gravel/sandstone. The underlying natural consisted of 
a friable light red clayey-sand. 
 
No archaeological features or deposits were encountered in the groundworks, and no finds were recovered. 
 

A plan as well as any other relevant drawings must be attached showing the location and extent of site, 
areas investigated and features exposed. 
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Please email completed form to:  archaeol@devon.gov.uk or post to County Archaeology Service, Environment 
Directorate, Matford Lane Offices, County Hall, Topsham Road, Exeter EX2 4QW.  Information recorded on this 
form will be added to the Historic Environment Record, and made available to all researchers.   
Any plans or photographs embedded within or attached to this form remain the copyright © of the recorder, and 
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