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Summary 

A limited archaeological trench evaluation, carried out in support of forthcoming planning 
applications for residential development on land adjacent to Cumberland Way, Monkerton, 
Exeter, was undertaken by AC archaeology during September 2013. The site occupies 
approximately 12 hectares of pasture to the south and west of Monkerton. It has been subject 
to previous geophysical survey which identified mainly linear anomalies, although a small sub-
square enclosure feature was also recorded.

The evaluation comprised the machine-excavation of two trenches totalling 54.2m in length, 
with each trench 1.80m wide. These were positioned to target and characterise the small 
enclosure and two linear features as identified by the geophysical survey. 

The targeted anomalies were confirmed to be present within the trenches, with the enclosure 
probably late Iron Age or early Romano-British date. Within this was a possible roundhouse, 
not identified by the geophysics. The two linear features targeted were undated, although their 
differing alignments to the existing field pattern indicate that they relate to early, probably 
prehistoric or Romano-British land division. 
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 archaeologyAC

Plate 1: General view of the site looking northeast Plate 2: West-facing section of ditch F103 
(scale 1m)

Plate 3: East-facing section of post-slot F110 
(scale 1m)

Plate 4: South-facing section of possible post-slot 
terminal F108 (scale 0.30m)

Plate 5: East-facing section of ditch F203 
(scale 1m)

Plate 6: South-facing section of ditch F207 
(scale 1m)





APPENDIX 1: TABULATED TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS 

Trench 1 Length Width Alignment

Context Description Depth Interpretation

Trench 2 Length Width Alignment

Context Description Depth Interpretation
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