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Introduction (Fig. 1) 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by AC archaeology during groundworks associated with the 
conversion of redundant farm buildings into residential accommodation. The work was required by Torbay Council 
as a condition of the grant of planning permission. 
 
Fieldwalking in the area has produced finds of prehistoric, Roman, medieval and post-medieval date (Collings and 
Wakeham 2008; Hedge 2012). The buildings represent a mid 19th-century planned farmstead, with most of the 
buildings dating to this period. These replaced earlier farm buildings that were depicted on earlier 19th-century 
mapping (Collings and Wakeham 2008). 
 
Aim and Methodology 
The aim of the watching brief was to observe, investigate and record any below-ground surviving archaeological 
deposits and artefacts as the site was likely to have the potential to expose surviving prehistoric deposits and 
artefacts, as well as evidence for earlier farm buildings. 
 
Results (Fig. 2) 
 
Service Trench and Ground Reduction 
The excavation of a service trench extending from the rear courtyard of the farmhouse to the farmyard entrance 
was monitored. The trench measured 1m wide by 1m deep. Natural reddish-brown clay was exposed at a depth of 
0.90m from the surface, and was overlaid by a thick deposit of demolition debris in brown silty clay, interpreted as 
dating to the 19th-century rebuild of the farm, with the material deriving from the earlier buildings. This was sealed 
by modern surfaces of gravel (lower eastern yard), concrete (upper western yard) and 19th-century cobbles 
(house courtyard). 
 
Just within the entrance to the farmyard an L-shaped fragment of wall was exposed at a depth of 0.10m below the 
surface. It comprised roughly coursed limestone bonded with a pale white lime mortar, and stood to a height of 
0.60m. It was laid directly onto the natural subsoil. The inside of the structure was filled with limestone demolition 
rubble – any surviving interior surfaces were not exposed. The wall forms part of building aligned parallel with the 
road that is depicted on the tithe map. 
 
Threshing barn and engine house 
Ground reduction within this building exposed the same deposit sequence as recorded in the service trench. 
Clearance to the east of the threshing barn exposed the original plan (prior to remodelling in the mid 20th century) 
of the late 19th-century attached engine house. It was heptagonal but the interior face was curved, presumably 
reflecting the shape of the path for the horse inside. 
 
Root house 
Clearance of rubbish from within this building revealed solid bedrock at the eastern (downhill) end, overlain to the 
west by a compact dark reddish-brown clay surface. 
 
Discussion 
Natural deposits were exposed across the site and no early features were found. Limited evidence for the 
agricultural buildings pre-dating the current farmyard was recorded, in the form of one wall. Elsewhere, extensive 
demolition deposits, associated with the demolition of these buildings and the construction of the present farm, 



were present. 
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Fig. 1: Site location
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Fig. 2: Location of Observations
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