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Planning Application no: P/2013/0785/MPA Recipient museum: N/A

(Condition 1)

OASIS ID: 228824 Museum Accession no: N/A

Contractor’s reference number/code: Dates fieldwork undertaken:

ACD1367 11th May 2016

Description of works.
Introduction

An archaeological investigation of an extant standing stone on land at Wall Park Road, Brixham, Devon
(SX 93308 55936) was carried out by AC archaeology on 11th May 2016. The site was located in level
pasture field to the south of the former Pontins holiday park and lay at approximately 55m aOD, with the
underlying geology comprising of interbedded Limestone and Mudstone of the Berry Head member
(BGS Online Viewer).

The site was situated in an area that once contained extensive evidence for medieval strip fields and
that within which a relict standing stone of uncertain date was positioned. A previous trial trench evalu-
ation of the wider scheme had exposed limited evidence for possible Romano-British agricultural ditches
as well as further medeival field boundaries or sub-divisions.

Results

An area measuring approximately.5m by 5m was excavated with a 0.75m buffer established around the
stone. Topsoil and subsoil were removed by wheeled-machine fitted with a toothless bucket and under
archaeological supervision. A segment of the buffer around the stone was then hand excavated up to
the monument.

Natural subsoil (context 102) was exposed at a depth of 0.6m below existing levels. This was overlain
by 0.35m thick layer of reddish-brown sandy-clay subsoil (101) and 0.25m of dark grey-brown sandy-
clay topsoil (100).

The standing stone (105) measured 2.08m high, 0.65m wide and 0.18m deep and consisted of a wide
flat slab of limestone that had been cut flat at either end. This was set within a pit (F103) that cut through
subsoil layer 101. The pit was partially-exposed within the hand-excavated segment, where it was shown
to measure 0.4m deep with steeply-sloping sides and a flattish base. Pit F103 contained a backfilled
deposit that consisted of a mid brown sandy-clay loam with very rare sub-angular gravel and rare clinker
or coke fragment inclusions.

No further archaeological features or deposits were exposed and no finds were recovered.

Comment

The excavation has shown the standing stone to be set within a small pit that cut through an agricultural
subsoil. This was dated during the previous trial trench evaluation to be of medieval or later date. The
inclusion of clinker within the backfill of the pit suggests a post-medieval date for its insertion. It is
therefore most likely that the standing stone was of post-medieval origin and perhaps functioned as a
cattle rubbing stone.
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a) Plan of excavation area
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Plate 2: Southeast facing section of pit F103, looking northwest (scale 0.5m)
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Devon Office

AC archaeology Ltd

Unit 4, Halthaies Workshops
Bradninch
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Devon
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