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Introduction (Fig. 1) 
Archaeological monitoring and recording was carried out by AC archaeology during groundworks 
associated with the construction of an extension to Canonsleigh Barton Farmhouse, Burlescombe, 
Devon (ST 06690 17368).  
 
Canonsleigh is the site of an Augustinian Abbey founded in the 12

th
 century. Surviving structures of the 

abbey consist of Grade I-listed 15th century gatehouse, and the Scheduled and Grade II-listed remains 
of a 14th to 15th-century probable rere-dortar or latrine block. Canonsleigh Barton Farmhouse lies 
within the former abbey precinct and is a Grade II-listed early 17

th
 century four-roomed house 

(Heritage List for England no. 1106456). 
 
Description of Works  
The groundworks comprised the excavations of footings for the extension footprint (Fig. 1 and Plate 1). 
An area measuring 7m by 4m was machine-excavated to a depth of approximately 0.5m below existing 
levels, with footings trenches measuring 0.6m wide dug around the perimeter to a total depth of 1.2m.  
 
The excavations exposed a simple sequence of a 0.3m thick dark brown clayey-loam topsoil overlying 
a mid brownish-red sandy-clay natural subsoil (Plate 2). 
 
Comment 
No archaeological features or deposits were exposed and no finds were recovered during the course 
of the monitored groundworks.  
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Canonsleigh Barton Farmhouse, Burlescombe, 
Devon

Fig. 1: Location of site with 
monitored groundworks shown



 archaeologyAC

Plate 1: General view of site with the Gatehouse in the background. Looking north 
(scale 1m)

Plate 2: Post-excavation view of foundation trenches, view to southwest (scale 1m)
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