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Introduction  
Archaeological monitoring and recording was carried out by AC Archaeology during ground works associated with 
the construction of a livestock building on land off Polehouse Lane, Ide, Devon (SX 90947 90085). 
 
The site lay to the east of Polehouse Lane and close to the junction with Ide Lane and the A30 dual carriageway 
(Fig 1). It comprised part of a wider field bisected by a coombe, with the position of the development site lying at 
31m aOD (above Ordnance Datum) on ground that sloped moderately-steeply towards the northwest. The 
underlying solid geology comprised of breccia of the Alphington Breccia Formation (British Geological Survey Online 
Viewer).  
 
Close to the site are two areas of cropmarks, which have been interpreted from previous aerial photographs. These 
include a possible rectangular enclosure positioned 350m to the southwest and a complex of linear and curvilinear 
cropmarks located immediately to the southeast (MDV10023). These are thought to represent late prehistoric or 
Romano-British enclosures and associated field systems. 
 
Description of works 
The monitored groundworks consisted of the bulk reduction of topsoil within the footprint of the new building and  
surrounding area. This area measured approximately 59m by 90m (Fig. 1 and Plate 1).  
 
The area was excavated onto natural subsoil, which comprised a light red sandy-silt with frequent gravel inclusions. 
This was exposed at a depth of 0.3m below existing levels and was overlain by a 0.18m thick mid brownish-red 
sandy-silt loam subsoil, which had with common gravel and rare clinker fragment inclusions. This was sealed by 
0.12m of topsoil, which consisted of a mid reddish-brown silty-sand loam with common gravel inclusions. 
 
No archaeological features or deposits were exposed. 
 
Finds by Naomi Payne 
 
The only finds recovered from the site were four small sherds of industrially produced (post c. 1770) pottery from 
context 100, topsoil, and a worked flint from context 101, subsoil. The flint is a tertiary flake of opaque mottled mid-
grey flint, which has been retouched on the ventral surface along part of both lateral sides. 
 
Discussion  
There was no evidence within the areas investigated for any pre-modern activity, with the recovery of the single 
flint find reflective of the background of suspected prehistoric activity in the area. 
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Plate 1: General view of site strip, looking north

Plate 2: Northwest facing representative section, view to north (1m scale)



 www.acarchaeology.co.uk

Wiltshire Office

AC archaeology Ltd
Manor Farm Stables
Chicklade
Hindon
Nr Salisbury
Wiltshire
SP3 5SU

Telephone:  01747 820581
Fax:  01747 820440

Devon Office

AC archaeology Ltd
Unit 4, Halthaies Workshops

Bradninch
Nr Exeter

Devon
EX5 4LQ

Telephone/Fax:  01392 882410


	Page 1
	ACD1378 fig 1.pdf
	Page 1

	ACD1378 plates.pdf
	Page 1

	report back page.pdf
	Page 1


