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Introduction (Fig. 1; plates 1-2) 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out by AC Archaeology during the excavation of test pits in advance 
of the main phase of construction at Pier Head, Mamhead View, Exmouth. 
 
The site is situated within the area of the former Exmouth Docks, now a marina surrounded by housing. The docks 
were constructed on a sand spit extending out into the Exe Estuary and opened in 1868. They were connected to 
the rail network via sidings from Exmouth Station (which opened in 1861). The 1888-9 1:500 Ordnance Survey 
town plan depicts the site as wharfs, open to the sea, but with a pier extending out over the foreshore adjacent to 
the dock entrance. Railway sidings led to the end of the pier. At the end of Mamhead View was a Custom House 
with integral boathouse. 
 
Description of Works (Fig. 1; Plates 3-5) 
The monitored groundworks consisted of the excavation of six test pits located adjacent to neighbouring modern 
buildings and associated walls to investigate the depths of foundations. 
 
Test pit 1 measured 1 x 1.10m and was excavated to a depth of 0.40m. This exposed a single modern made 
ground deposit (103) which consisted of a mixed light yellow-brown to dark black-brown sandy-silt with common 
modern rubble, brick, concrete and plastic inclusions. 
 
Test pit 2 measured 1.10 x 1.10m and was excavated to a depth of 0.50m. This exposed deposit (103) as seen in 
test pit 1. 
 
Test pit 3 measured 0.50 x 0.60m and was excavated to a depth of 1.10m. This exposed three deposits (100-102). 
The modern tarmac car park surface (100) measured 0.10m deep. Below this was 101, a made ground deposit 
consisting of a 0.60m deep dark black-brown sandy-silt with rare sub-rounded stones up to 50mm. The lower 
deposit (102) was another made ground layer consisting of a 0.50m deep light yellow sand with rare sub-rounded 
stones up to 40mm. 
 
Test pit 4 measured 0.80 x 1.30m and was excavated to a depth of 0.38m. Test pit 5 measured 1.10 x 1.10m and 
was excavated to a depth of 0.38m. Test pit 6 measured 0.60 x 0.80m and was excavated to a depth of 0.40m. In 
these three trenches no deposits were exposed, with the modern tarmac car park surface (100) overlying its 
associated hardcore make-up (104). 
 
Comments 
No archaeological deposits or features were exposed in any of the test pits, with entirely modern levelling deposits 
being present at shallow depths. 
 
This report and the associated OASIS entry represent the archive for the project.  
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pits monitored
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Plate 1: General view of site, looking northwest Plate 2: General view of site, looking southwest

Plate 3: General view of test pit 1 
showing deposit (103) (1m scale)

Plate 4: General view of test pit 3 showing 
deposits (100) - (102) (1m scale)

Plate 5: General view of test pit 5 showing 
deposits (100) and (104) (1m scale)
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