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Introduction 
Archaeological monitoring and recording was during groundworks associated with the construction of a 
compound on land at the junction of West Hill Road and Lower Broad Oak Road, West Hill, Ottery St. 
Mary, Devon (Fig. 1). The site comprised part of a rectangular formally scrub-covered plot situated on 
flat ground at around 89aOD (above Ordnance Datum). 
 
The site lay to the north to Belbury Castle, a prehistoric oval enclosure with a single rampart, while to 
the west of this is a north to south aligned dyke that extends up to the junction with Lower Broad Oak 
road and West Hill Road opposite the site. This earthwork is considered to represent a sunken track of 
possible prehistoric origin and of which was documented during the c19th as having previously continued 
to the north for some distance. 
 
Results  

Monitored groundworks comprised the bulk-reduction of an area measuring approximately 38m by 18m 
using a tracked machine fitted with a toothless grading bucket. 
 
The area was excavated to a depth of 0.1m below existing levels onto a gravel-rich levelling or made 
ground layer, which contained modern brick fragments and 19th to 20th century ceramics and glass (not 
retained). The levelling layer was overlain by a dark brown silty-clay topsoil  
 
Summary 
The shallow nature of the groundworks only exposed modern deposits. Therefore, it was not established 
whether the projected route of the sunken trackway extending from the south did cross through the site. 
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Plate 1: General view of stripped area. looking west (scale 1m)
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