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Introduction 
Archaeological investigations comprising a strip, map and sample excavation and trial trench evaluation were carried 
out by AC archaeology ahead of the construction of a new energy centre on land north of Tithebarn Lane, Monkerton, 
Exeter (SX 9688 9398, Fig. 1). The site comprised part of a wider grass and scrub-covered plot that sloped down 
gradually towards the Pinn Brook and an attenuation pond, which both lay to the north. It was situated at around 
24m above Ordnance Datum and the underlying solid geology consisted of sandstone of the Monkerton Sandstone 
Formation (www.bgs.ac.uk).  
 
The site was located in a general area where a number of recent archaeological investigations had exposed evidence 
for late prehistoric settlement, funerary and field systems, as well as medieval settlement and other activity. As part 
of these recent investigations, two trial trenches were excavated in the west and central part of the site. In one of 
these, a layer of roughly-worked limestone blocks was identified that appeared to form a rudimentary metalled 
surface measuring approximately 1.5m wide. Overlying the surface was a scatter of randomly-orientated limestone 
rubble that was interpreted as potentially related to structural demolition or later rough metalling. An adjacent oval 
pit was also identified that contained ironworking slag and 12th to 14th-century pottery.  
 
Results 
The investigations comprised the stripping of the western portion of the development footprint and the excavation of 
two trial trenches to the east (Fig. 1 and Plates 1-2). This represented a variation to the agreed methodology from 
the full strip, map and sample excavation of the site, with this due to the negative results exposed during investigation 
of the western portion of the area. The excavations were undertaken using a tracked-machine fitted with a toothless 
grading bucket and working under constant archaeological supervision.  
 
Natural subsoil, which consisted of a mid red sand with sub-angular gravel inclusions and mineralised banding, was 
exposed at a depth of between 0.9m and 1.4m below existing levels. This was overlain by a mid greyish-red sandy-
loam subsoil, which measured between 0.3m and 0.65m thick. The subsoil was overlain by a 0.25m to 0.65m thick 
modern made ground layer of re-deposited natural subsoil and topsoil, which contained very recent material (tarmac, 
vegetation, refuse etc.), and was, in turn, sealed by topsoil (Plate 3).  
 
Extending from the northwest corner of the stripped area was a large modern intrusion, the depth of which exceeded 
2.2m below existing levels. The position of the modern intrusion incorporated the location of the possible metalled 
surface identified during the previous trial trench evaluation. No archaeological features or deposits were exposed 
within the stripped area or the trial trenches. 
 
Finds by Naomi Payne 
Finds recovered from the overlying layer sequence included two pieces of residual worked flint (a small single 
platform core and a tertiary waste flake), two sherds of 17th/18th century glazed earthenware pottery, three 
fragments of clay tobacco-pipe, two pieces of modern ceramic roof tile and a Victorian wind glass stem fragment.  
 
Comments 
The investigations did not expose any archaeological features or deposits. The site had sustained recent intrusion 
in the immediate vicinity of the anticipated archaeological features that were identified during the previous trial trench 
evaluation. There was no evidence for a continuation of this activity beyond this point. This recent activity and 
presence across the site of the thick modern made ground layer were perhaps associated with the establishment of 
the attenuation pond to the north. 

Recorder: 
Chris Caine, AC Archaeology 

Date sent to HER: 
November 2016 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/
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Land north of Tithebarn Lane, Exeter

Fig. 1: Site location and plan showing 
areas investigated
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Plate 1: View of site looking northeast

Plate 2: Trial Trench 2, view to north-northwest 
(scale 1m)

Plate 3: Showing overlying layer sequence 
(scale 1m)
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