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Introduction 
Archaeological monitoring and recording was undertaken by AC archaeology during the construction of a new 
drainage system on land St Peter’s Church, Stoke Fleming, Devon (SX 86181 48313). The monitored groundworks 
were located around the northwest portion of the church tower and within a perimeter terrace cutting (Fig.1 and Plate 
1).  
 
A church is thought to have been on the site since the pre-conquest period. However, the current St Peter’s Church 
is Grade II*-listed and is likely to date from the 13th century. Subsequent remodelling of the church took place during 
the 14th and 15th century, before restoration in the later 19th century. Among the elements having a 13th century 
origin is the tower, adjacent to which the drainage works were carried out.  
 
Results 
Monitored groundworks consisted of the machine-excavation of a trench and a soakaway pit (Fig. 1). The trench 
measured between 0.45m and 0.6m wide and was excavated to a depth of between 0.3m and 0.45m deep (Plate 
2). At the northeast extent of the trench was the soakaway pit, which measured 1.3m long, 1m wide and was 
excavated to a depth of 1m. 
 
The natural subsoil, which consisted of the weathered slate bedrock in a light reddish-brown silty-clay matrix, was 
exposed at a depth of around 0.4m below existing levels. This was overlain by a 0.2m thick mid greyish-brown silty-
clay layer (101) that contained a number of disarticulated human bones. At the southern extent of the trench was a 
partially-exposed probable-articulated skeleton (Sk104) set within deposit 101, but with no discernible grave cut 
(Plate 3). The exposed portion of SK104 consisted of a pair of east to west aligned femurs that were damaged and 
cut away at their eastern extent. Layer 101 was overlain by mixed topsoil or former gravel path surface (100). 
 
Comments 
The excavations exposed a buried soil deposit in which a probable in situ burial and disarticulated human bone were 
present. This layer is likely to be the base of the churchyard grave soil, which given the shallow depth of the exposed 
remains, is likely to have been truncated by the terrace cutting that extends around the church.  
 
The human remains exhumed during these works remained on site for subsequent re-burial. 
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St. Peter’s Church, Stoke 
Fleming, Devon

Fig. 1: Location of monitored 
drainage works and exposed
human remains
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Plate 1: View of St Peter's Church tower. Looking south

Plate 2: General view of drainage trench. 
Looking northeast

Plate 3: Showing exposed human remains SK104, 
view to southeast (scale 1m)
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