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Introduction

Archaeological monitoring and recording was carried out by AC archaeology during groundworks associated with
the construction of an agricultural livestock building on land at Higher Coxes Farm, Weston, Sidmouth, Devon (SY
17407 88975). Higher Coxes Farm lies approximately 600m to the east of Weston on land north of Berry Hill Road.
The position of the proposed new livestock building is located on the west side of existing farm buildings on what is
currently rough surface for materials storage. It lies on flat ground at 165m aOD (Fig.1).

The site lies in an area where numerous scatters of prehistoric worked flints have been recorded. Nearby
examples of these have are located in the plots to the east and southwest of the farm (Devon County Council
Historic Environment Record references MDV59685 and MDV74344). The recovery of a stone coffin thought to be
of Roman date was excavated from the field to the south of the farm and Berry Hill Road (MDV10904). This is now
in the churchyard at Branscombe. The Branscombe parish tithe map depicts the site as having been historically
within agricultural fields. This remains the case until the recent construction of the adjacent farm buildings.

Results (Fig.1)

The monitoring comprised the machine excavation of two trenches totalling 33m in length, with each trench 0.9m
wide. These were positioned to provide representative coverage of the proposed development area.

Natural substratum comprised a light red brown sandyclay with common flint nodules. This was exposed at a
depth of between 0.20m and 0.37 below existing levels. The north part of the site the topsoil and subsoil have
been removed during previous development, the natural substratum was overlain by a mixed crushed demolition
material currently used as a temporary road next to the existing farm building. At the south part of the development
area the natural substratum overlain by mid red grey siltyclay subsoil with occasional flint fragments which
measured approximately 0.1m thick. This was sealed by mid grey brown clayeysilt topsoil mixed with demolition
rubble and occasional flint inclusions.

Comments

No archaeological features or deposits were exposed by the groundworks. The presence of a mixed soil and
demolition spoilheap south to the site and temporary road surface at the north part of the development area
suggested that the site had been previously stripped and extensively disturbed probably during the late 20th
century.

Recorder: Date sent to HER:
Laszlo Lichtenstein, AC Archaeology January 2018
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Plate 1: General view of site, looking northwest

Plate 2: Showing trench excavated in south of site. View to east
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