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Description of works.

Introduction

Archaeological monitoring and recording was undertaken by AC archaeology during groundworks
associated with an extension to Eastbeare Farmhouse, Merton, Okehampton, Devon (SS 5139 1288)
(Fig. 1). Eastbeare Farmhouse is located 1.5km to the northwest of the village of Merton on land to the
west of the A386 road to Great Torrington. The position of the extension partially overlay a terrace, which
was cut into the gradual hillslope and had been occupied by a previous extension and yard (Plate 1).

The farmhouse is a Grade lIl-listed building (Heritage List for England reference 1105032) of late 16th or
earlier origin with 17th and 20th centuries alterations. The north-west range is described as being the
older part and originally of a three through passage plan.

Results (Fig. 1; Plate 2)

Groundworks consisted of the bulk reduction of an area measuring approximately 15m by 7.5m to the
rear (north) of the farmhouse. This was followed by the excavation of footings trenches, which measured
1m wide and 0.45m deep. Natural subsoil, which consisted of a weathered slate in a mid yellow silty-
clay matrix was exposed at a depth of between 0.1m and 0.5m below existing levels. This was overlain
by a mid brown silty-loam topsoil.

A small number of 19th century finds were recovered from the topsoil, which are described below.

The Finds by Naomi Payne

A small group of modern finds consisting of seven sherds pottery and a fragment of glass was recovered
from the topsoil. The seven sherds (127g) of modern pottery include transfer-print, English stoneware,
Staffordshire white ware and flower pot. All of the pottery dates from the 19th century. The only other
find was a single fragment (34g) of the base of a green glass bottle of 18th or 19th century date.

Comments

No archaeological features or deposits were exposed by the groundworks. The site had been partially
disturbed by the previous smaller extension. No finds were recovered that were contemporary to the
origins of the farmhouse.

This report and the associated OASIS entry represent the archive for the project.

Recorder: Date sent to HER:

Abigail Brown, AC archaeology 28 August 2018
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Fig. 1: Site location
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Plate 1: General view of site with Eastbeare Farmhouse to the left. Looking west

Plate 1: Showing post-excavation view of extension footings. Looking west
(scale 1m)
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