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WESSEX WATER, MERE STREAM SUPPORT, WILTSHIRE: 

Results of an archaeological watching brief  

 

NGR: 382465 132923 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary 

 

An archaeological watching brief involving the monitoring of a pipeline associated with the Mere 

Stream Support scheme (centred on NGR 382465 132923), was carried out by AC archaeology Ltd 

during February 2021. The watching brief comprised the monitoring of topsoil stripping within an 

area of the pipeline easement located to the north of the A303. No evidence for any archaeological 

deposits were revealed.  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological watching brief during the topsoil 

stripping of pipeline easement within an area north of the A303, Mere, Wiltshire (centred on 

NGR 382465 132923). The monitoring was carried out by AC archaeology Ltd, on behalf of 

Wessex Water, during February 2021. 

 

1.2 The route of the pipeline runs east to west immediately to the north of the A303, before 

heading north west past some farming buildings and then extending south of the A303 to an 

existing Wessex Water treatment facility (see Appendix 1 for Wessex Water route details). 

 

1.3 The bedrock geology in the area comprises material of the West Melbury Marly Chalk 

Formation, a chalk sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 94 to 101 million years ago in 

the Cretaceous Period. There are no records for superficial deposits on the BGS website.  

  

2. HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

2.1 The Wiltshire Historic Environment Record (HER) holds archaeological and historic 

information for the study area. The closest HER entry to the pipeline consists of strip lynchets 

that are considered to date to the medieval period (HER ST83SW631). These earthworks 

are also a scheduled monument (LEN 1004734). 

 

2.2 Further to the north, in the area of Mere Down, there is extensive evidence for prehistoric 

activity. Apart from undated bowl barrows that are likely to date to the Bronze Age (e.g. 

HERs ST83SW620 and 621), there have been archaeological investigations that have 

revealed significant evidence for Beaker and Bronze Age activity. In the eastern part of Mere 

Down, a small ‘U’ shaped pit was recorded during pipeline excavations (HER ST83SW115). 

This pit, excavated in 1990, produced Beaker pottery, burnt and unburnt animal bone and 

fragments of burnt hazel nut shells. 
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2.3 A Bronze Age barrow, in the same general area, has been excavated both in 1800-1802 and 

in 1950 (by LV Grinsell). This produced human skeletal material, together with Beaker 

pottery, a tanged copper dagger and two gold discs (HER ST83SW600). 

  

3. METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1  The principal aims of the archaeological watching brief were; 

• To record any archaeological features and finds which may be revealed or disturbed by 

the groundworks, and;  

• To provide an archive and interpretive report on the results of the monitoring. 

 

3.2  The site investigation was undertaken during February 2021 in accordance with a Written 

Scheme of Investigation (Clark 2021) approved by the local planning authority. Attendance 

by the site archaeologist was comprehensive: an archaeologist was present during all 

relevant ground disturbance.  

 

3.3  Site observations were recorded using the standard AC archaeology Ltd. pro forma 

recording system, comprising written and graphic records and in accordance with AC 

archaeology's General Site Recording Manual, Version 2. A digital photographic record was 

also made. 

 

3.4 A digital archive has been prepared using the unique site code ACW1329. 

 

4. RESULTS 

 

4.1 A maximum depth of 0.3m of topsoil and subsoil was stripped across the length and width of 

pipeline route (see Plates 1 and 2 for general views along the route of the pipeline). Topsoil 

comprising up to 0.3m of dark brown silty clay loam containing occasional gravels was 

recorded across the route of the pipeline. Subsoil, up to 0.2m thick and representing a 

colluvial horizon consisted of a brown clay-silt with moderate gravels. 

. 

  
 Plate1: General view of stripped area from the west 

 



Mere Stream Support Scheme, Wiltshire 
Results of archaeological watching brief                         ACW1329/3/0    page 3 

4.2 The subsoil was only present in the south-east section of the pipeline route. Where exposed, 

the natural sub-strata comprised a light yellowish-brown clayey marl. There was no evidence 

for any archaeological deposits or artefacts along the route of the pipeline. 

 

 

  
 Plate 2: General view of site from the south-west 

 

5. COMMENT 

 

5.1 The watching brief revealed no evidence for any archaeological deposits or the presence of 

any significant artefacts across the route of the stripped area of the pipeline. It is not 

proposed that a formal archive will be deposited.  
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Appendix1: Route of Pipeline 
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