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Non-Technical Summary

Context One Archaeological Services Ltd (COAS) carried out an archaeological programme of works on an
area of land to the South of Bramble Hill, Seaton Down Hill, Seaton, Devon (centred on NGR SY 23605 90780)
(hereafter referred to as the Site).  The programme of works was commissioned Challice Architects Ltd.

The requirement for the archaeological works was made by the Local Planning Authority (East Devon District
Council) on the advice of Mr Stephen Reed (Archaeological Officer, Devon County Historic Environment
Service (HES)) in support of a planning application for the construction of 5no. dwellings and associated
works (outline permission with details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale reserved).

A Prehistoric and Roman settlement site is recorded within 100m to the north of the Site however, the field
evaluation revealed only a single modern boundary ditch. No archaeological artefacts were recovered during
the course of the fieldwork.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Context One Archaeological Services Ltd (COAS) carried out an archaeological programme of works
relating to an area of land to the South of Bramble Hill, Seaton Down Hill, Seaton, Devon (centred on
NGR SY 23605 90780) (hereafter referred to as the Site). The programme was commissioned by
Challice Architects Ltd.

1.2 The requirement for the archaeological works was made by the Local Planning Authority (East Devon
District Council) on the advice of Mr Stephen Reed (Archaeological Officer, Devon County Historic
Environment Service (HES)) in support of a planning application for the construction of 5 no.
dwellings and associated works (outline permission with details of appearance, landscaping, layout
and scale reserved).

1.3 In a brief for an archaeological field evaluation undertaken in support of a planning application, dated
11th July 2011 Mr Reed states that:

“The proposed development involves the creation of five new dwellings within a previously
undeveloped, greenfield part of Seaton. The site lies in an area of high archaeological
potential where previous archaeological work has identified a prehistoric and Roman
settlement site some 85m to the north at Honeyditches - which is protected  as a scheduled
monument (ref: 1017819).  Examination of the 1940s aerial photographs of the site show the
application area to lie within or over a cropmark that could represent a prehistoric or
Romano-British settlement or enclosure and therefore there is a high probability for the
survival of archaeological and artefactual material within this application area.”

1.4 Prior to the commencement of the works, COAS submitted a Written Scheme of Investigation for an
Archaeological Field Evaluation: Land South of Bramble Hill, Seaton Down Hill, Seaton, Devon (Milby
2011), which provided a strategy for the investigation. This was submitted to and approved by Mr
Graham Tait (Archaeologist Devon County HES), on behalf of Mr Reed, prior to the commencement of
the works.

1.5 The request for the archaeological work follows advice given by Central Government as set out in
Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (2010); and the Local
Development Framework Policy on Archaeology.

1.6 This report summarises the topographical, geological and archaeological/historical setting of the
Site, and presents the results of this stage of the programme of works.

2. Site Location, Topography and Geology

2.1 The Site is situated within the garden of Bramble Hill (Figure 1). The eastern boundary of the Site is
defined by a hedge, which lines the main road, Seaton Down Hill. The gardens of Bramble Hill slope
downhill towards the south and east, and contain a small terrace, which separates the gardens into
northern and southern partitions (Figure 2). The maximum depth of terracing between the northern
and southern gardens was c. 1.24m The highest measured point in the northern garden (west end of
Trench 1) was c.82.08m above Ordinance Datum (aOD) whilst the lowest measured point in the
southern garden (east end of Trench 5) was c.76.28m aOD. The terrace is supported by an east-west
aligned retaining wall.

2.2 According to the British Geological Survey (2011), there is no superficial (drift) geology. The
underlying solid geology comprises the Branscombe Mudstone Formation.
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3. Desk-based Research

3.1 Prior to undertaking fieldwork, the grey literature reports relating to previous archaeological work in
the immediate environs were consulted; these included ‘Trial Excavations at Honey Ditches and the
Nature of the Roman Occupation at Seaton’ by N. Holbrook (Proceedings of The Devon Archaeological
Society Vol. 45 1987 pages 59 - 74) and ‘An Archaeological Evaluation at Bramble Hill, Seaton Down
Hill, Seaton’ by S J Simpson (Exeter Archaeology report 90.14).

3.2 Previous archaeological investigations (most notably those carried out by Pollard & Miles in 1969 and
by Holbrook in 1987) have revealed 4th century Roman remains to the north-east of the Site
(Holbrook, 1987), whilst less than 100m to the north of the Site, at Honeyditches, lies the remains of
a prehistoric and Roman settlement (Scheduled Ancient Monument ref: 1017819).

3.3 A series of cropmarks were observed in the 1946 aerial photographic survey in the field immediately
to the south-west of the Site and these have been interpreted as a field system and large enclosure
ditch (Simpson, 1990).

3.4 In 1990 an archaeological field evaluation was carried out in the south-east corner of the Site; this
comprised two machine excavated trenches measuring c.15m x 1.6m. The evaluation revealed no
archaeological features/deposits and only a small number of prehistoric lithic artefacts were
recovered (Simpson, 1990).
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Figure 1. Site setting and relevant archaeological landscape
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4. Methodology

4.1 The field evaluation was carried out in accordance with the Standards and Guidance for
archaeological evaluation published by the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) in 1995 (revised 1999).
COAS adhered to the Code of Conduct issued by the IfA in 1985 (revised 2000), and Code of Approved
Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (1990, revised
September 2000), at all times during the course of the investigation. Current Health and Safety
legislation and guidelines were followed on Site.

4.2 Devon County HES were notified prior to commencement of groundworks and were kept informed of
progress during works.

Field Evaluation
4.3 The field evaluation was carried out over two days between 29 of July and 01 August 2011 and

consisted of five machine and hand excavated trenches in the positions represented in Figure 2.
Trenches 1 and 2 measured 15m x 1.60m, whilst Trenches 3, 4 and 5 measured 20m x 1.60m. Each
trench was laid out using a TopCon GRS-1 GPS unit pre-configured with co-ordinates to mark the
corners of each trench. In order to fully characterise a possible feature within Trench 4, an area
measuring c. 1m² was excavated on the north-eastern edge of the trench.

4.4 A tracked 3600 machine equipped with a 1.6m wide toothless (grading) bucket was used to remove
topsoil and subsoil under the supervision of COAS archaeological staff. Machine excavation continued
to the top of archaeological features, or natural geology in sterile trenches. All trenches were
cleaned using hand tools in order to understand the site stratigraphy and aid the identification of
archaeological features.

4.5 All deposits were recorded using standard COAS pro-forma recording sheets and a “Harris-Winchester
matrix” diagram. Soil colours were recorded using a Munsell soil colour chart. A representative
profile of the general deposit sequence in each trench was recorded using standard COAS evaluation
trench sheets. Archaeological features were recorded on COAS pro forma context sheets with plans
drawn at a scale of 1:20 and sections at 1:10. A photographic record of the work was prepared and
involved the sole use of digital images. This included photographs of each trench in plan,
representative trench sections, archaeological features, and general working shots to illustrate the
nature of the archaeological investigation.

4.6 Following completion of the evaluation and prior to backfilling, the trenches were re-surveyed with a
TopCon GRS-1 GPS unit to record the location and altitude of the trenches and archaeological
features relative to the National Grid and Ordnance Datum.
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Figure 2. Detailed site setting showing location of evaluation trenches
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5. Results

5.1 In the text, context numbers for cuts appear in square brackets, e.g. [1004]; layer and fill numbers
appear in standard brackets, e.g. (1002). Trench locations are indicated on Figure 2.

Soil and Ground Conditions
5.2 The conditions on Site were good, with slightly overcast skies allowing for good light. The general

Site conditions and machine excavated trenches are shown in Plates 1-6.

Soil Sequence and Geology – Trenches 2-5 (Plates 2-5)
5.3 A horizontal sequence of sediments was recorded across the site comprising c.0.20m weak red (10R

5/3) silt/clay/sand topsoil (200), (300), (400), (500), overlying light red 10R 7/6 clay natural (201),
(301), (404), (502). Subsoil was only observed within Trenches 4 and 5 and comprised c.0.10m pale
red (10R 6/3) clay (401), (501).

Soil Sequence and Geology – Trench 1 (Plate 1)
5.4 A horizontal sequence of sediments was recorded throughout Trench 1 and comprised c.0.20m brown

(7.5YR 5/2) silt/clay/sand topsoil (100), overlying reddish yellow (7.5YR 6/6) clay natural.

Archaeology
5.5 A shallow, north-east, south-west aligned boundary ditch [403], (402) was observed and recorded in

Trench 4, the dimensions of which measured c.1.30m wide by c.0.20m deep (max) (Plate 7).

5.6 Two areas of modern intervention comprising machine excavated backfill were observed and noted;
one in Trench 4, one in Trench 2. These interventions probably relate to recent landscaping events
within the garden. The locations of both are indicated on Figure 2.

5.7 No archaeological artefacts were recovered from any of the trenches.

Plate 1: Trench 1 looking south-east Plate 2: Trench 2 looking south-west
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Plate 3: Trench 3 looking north Plate 4: Trench 4 looking north-west

Plate 5: Trench 1 looking north
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Plate 6: General shot of Site (southern garden) looking south-east (downhill)

Plate 7: Section through boundary ditch [403]
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6. Discussion and Conclusions

6.1 Despite the proximity of the Site to a number of well documented Roman and Prehistoric
archaeological events, only a single ditch was observed during the field evaluation. The ditch was
clearly part of the modern of boundary shown on the plan used by Holbrook to demonstrate areas of
archaeological investigation and the cropmark of the enclosure ditch at Churston Rise (Holbrook,
1987) (Appendix 1, p15). As such the ditch is of little archaeological interest.

6.2 It should be noted that the lack of archaeological features or artefacts may in part be due to the
location of the Site on the side of a hill; natural soil erosion leading to truncation of the site prior to
it being developed. The terrace will have compounded this and may also account for the differences
in colour and composition of the topsoil between Trench 1 and Trenches 4-5.

7. Archive

7.1 The site archive is currently held at the offices of Context One Archaeological Services Ltd and
consists of 37 digital images in .jpg format, 1 section drawing and 1 plan on stable drawing media,
and the written paper record – including 5 evaluation trench sheets, 2 context sheets, a graphics
register, photographic register, levels register, 1 groundwork methodology sheets and a day record.
The archive will be prepared to comply with guidelines set out in Standards in the Museums Care of
Archaeological Collections (Museum and Galleries Commission 1992) / Management of Archaeological
Projects 2 (English Heritage 1991). Arrangements will be made to deposit the archive with Somerset
County Museums Service within 12 months following the submission of this report.

7.2 Copies of this report will be deposited in paper and electronic format with:

Mr O Salter
Challice Architects Ltd
2 Vicarage Road
Sidmouth
Devon
EX10 8TS

Historic Environment Service
Devon County Council
Environment, Economy and Culture Directorate
Matford Offices
County Hall
Exeter, EX2 4QW
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