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Non-Technical Summary 

Context One Archaeological Services Ltd carried out an archaeological programme of works at Hole Farm, 
Hockworthy, Tiverton, Devon over 3 days between the 26th and 28th of July 2010. The programme 
comprised a limited historic building recording survey, desk-based appraisal, and monitoring and recording 
during development groundworks. The project was funded by the Site owners, Mr and Mrs J Doble. 

The programme of works was requested by the Local Planning Authority (Mid Devon District Council) on the 
advice of Ms Helen Rance (Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council) and Ms Sue Warren (Conservation 
Officer, Mid Devon County Council) as a condition of granting planning permission and Listed Building 
Consent for the refurbishment of the kitchen to the rear of the main house (planning reference: 
10/00310/LBC).  

Archaeological monitoring recorded a well-preserved stone culvert that may once have formed part of an 
organised water management system around Hole Farm. The culvert itself was located against the north 
facing wall of the main house and inside what is believed to be a 17th century extension. The culvert 
comprised three courses of random stone blocks either side of a central channel that was covered with large 
limestone slabs. The culvert pre-dates the extension although there was no evidence to indicate an actual 
date of construction. A ‘spur’ draining into the culvert from the farmhouse in the north-west corner 
perhaps represents some form of crude ‘waste disposal’ from inside the house; this was later sealed off 
with a ‘vented’ slate.  A large dump of 19th century domestic refuse in the channel marks the date by which 
it went out of use. The dump may have been a prelude to capping/re-capping the culvert just prior to 
establishing a new floor over the top. The culvert extended in both directions beyond the extension, a 
further section of which can be seen under a glass plate in the bathroom of Hole Cottage. Today, this 
appears to extend underground to the east where it empties out of a modern pipe just north of the farm 
buildings and disperses across open pasture, although the tithe map of 1842 suggest that it may once have 
fed a pond on the end of Hole Cottage. To the west, it is conjectured that the line of the culvert may follow 
a natural contour and fed by one of the many springs in the immediate area.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Context One Archaeological Services Ltd (COAS) carried out an archaeological programme of works at 
Hole Farm, Hockworthy, Tiverton, Devon (centred on NGR ST 04308 20766) (hereafter referred to as 
the Site) over 3 days between the 26th and 28th of July 2010. The programme comprised a limited 
historic building recording survey, desk-based appraisal, and monitoring and recording during 
development groundworks. The project was funded by the Site owners, Mr and Mrs J Doble. 

1.2 The programme of works was requested by the Local Planning Authority (Mid Devon District Council) on 
the advice of Ms Helen Rance (Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council) and Ms Sue Warren 
(Conservation Officer, Mid Devon County Council) as a condition of granting Listed Building Consent for 
the refurbishment of the kitchen to the rear of the main house (planning reference: 10/00310/LBC).  

1.3 A Brief (Appendix 1) describing the scope of the investigation was issued on the 10th of May 2010 by Ms 
Rance. The reason for the planning condition is stated in paragraph 1.4 of this document:  

“The proposed development impacts upon a Grade II listed building which dates to the early-mid 16th 
century (with a dairy outshot dating to the 17th century) and is shown on the late 19th century 
historic mapping. The proposal will have an impact on the historic fabric of the building and the 
groundworks associated with this proposed development may expose and destroy archaeological or 
artefactual evidence.”  

1.4 At the request of Ms Rance, COAS issued a Written Scheme of Investigation for An Archaeological 
Programme of Works: Hole Farm, Hockworthy, Tiverton, Devon (McConnell 2010), which provided a 
strategy for the archaeological work. This was submitted to and approved by Ms Rance prior to the 
commencement of the works.  

1.5 The request for the archaeological work followed advice given by Central Government as set out in 
PPS5 Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (2010), and the Local 
Development Framework Policy on archaeology. 

1.6 This report summarises the topographical, geological, and archaeological setting of the Site, and 
presents the results of the programme of works. 

2. Site Location, Topography and Geology 

2.1 Hole Farm comprises an isolated farm set amongst a landscape characterised by open pasture and 
scattered woodland belts (Figure 1). The complex includes a rectangular house that is divided into two 
accommodation units, Hole Farm and Hole Cottage, connecting a courtyard style range of farm 
buildings. The Site (centred on NGR ST 04308 20766) is situated 1.33km from the village of Hockworthy 
in the civil parish of the same name in Mid Devon and on the border with Somerset. The nearest towns 
are Tiverton, Devon (c.11km to the south-west) and Wellington, Somerset (c.9.5km to the east). The 
farm sits just above the floor of a valley that runs roughly west to east between Staple Cross to the 
west and Tracebridge to the east. A watercourse, marked on Ordnance Survey maps as Marcombe 
Lake, meanders along the base of the valley, which also serves as the county boundary, and joins the 
River Tone at Tracebridge. The valley sides are emphasised by steep gradients that rise from the farm 
at around 153m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) to over 210m aOD in just 250m. According to the British 
Geological Survey (2010), the underlying geology consists of Bampton Limestone Formation comprising 
chert, limestone and mudstone. The soils in this area are characterised by slightly acid and loamy and 
soils, freely draining (Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC), 2010). 
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Figure 1. Site setting showing relevant archaeological landscape 
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3. Historic Building Survey 

3.1 Hole Farm is a Grade II listed building dating to the early-mid 16th century  with major improvements 
in the later 16th and 17th century and modernisation in the 19th and 20th centuries. Recent 
dendrochronology results from cores taken through several structural timbers by English Heritage 
indicate felling dates between 1460 and 1508 and could potentially take the origins of the house back 
to the mid-15th century (J Doble, pers comm.).  

3.2 The original construction consisted of the farmhouse and associated ancillary buildings arranged as 
three sides of a rectangle around an inner area. In the mid to late 17th century a two room extension 
was built at right angles to the main building and bisecting the inner rectangle. 

3.3 The structure is a long building built across the hillslope facing south-west with a 5-room-and-through-
passage plan. However, the core of the plan is the 3-room-and-through-passage plan section to the 
left. The left end room is a kitchen with a gable-end stack and former walk-in curing chamber 
alongside and projecting forward.                             

3.4 This house has a long structural development, and much of the structural evidence for this is hidden or 
has been replaced. At the time of its construction the hall, and maybe the passage and lower end 
parlour (then a service room), was open to the roof and heated by an open hearth fire. 

3.5 The hall was eventually floored in the mid-17th century and associated with major re-arrangement. The 
inner room was converted to a kitchen with a new stack and curing chamber. Also the dairy to the rear 
was probably added at this time.   

3.6 The present application relates to a single storey extension to the rear (north) of the main house at 
the western end. Prior to development works the extension was used as a separate kitchen and utility 
room and it was proposed to create a single kitchen space by removing modern concrete partitions, 
relocating the outside doorway and raising the floors levels to a common height. This included 
installing a damp proof membrane under the floor to alleviate long-term damp problems.  

3.7 A site visit was made on 26th of May 2010 in order to make an appraisal of the kitchen/utility area to 
determine the level of recording required as part of the programme of works. No ‘original’ features or 
historic fabric were visible inside the kitchen (Plate 2) and the exterior comprised a random coursed 
stone wall under a clay pantile roof with two wooden framed windows either side of a rear, part 
glazed door (Plate 1). Given the limited nature of building works, it was determined that a simple 
photographic survey, broadly conforming to a Level 2 survey, as set out by English Heritage in 
Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (2006) would provide a 
satisfactory record of the kitchen and utility areas before and during alteration works. 

3.8 Building works involved the removal of all internal partitions, wall plaster, ceilings, and floors to 
expose the roof timbers, stone walls and a stone culvert beneath the floors (see section 5 for details 
of the culvert). The exposure of the roof timbers revealed that they comprised rough sawn or ‘pole’ 
type rafters jointed onto the wall plate of the main house to form a continuous pitch. Exposure of both 
the former exterior wall of the house and extension walls beneath the plaster revealed no new 
information relating to the historic fabric. As such, there is little tangible evidence to help date the 
construction of the extension although a mid-17th century date, coinciding with a known programme of 
improvements, would not be an unreasonable postulation. Certainly, the extension was evident on the 
tithe map of 1842. 
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Plate 1. Kitchen and utility room prior to alterations 

 

 
Plate 2. Kitchen prior to alterations 

4. Desk-based appraisal 

4.1 A desk-based appraisal was carried out prior to archaeological monitoring during development 
groundworks in order to place the Site into its historic and archaeological context. In addition, it was 
hoped that this study might help characterise any discoveries made during the observation of 
development groundworks. The work involved a rapid examination of the following sources:  

Repository Data type 

Devon Record Office, Exeter 1842 Hockworthy tithe map & Apportionment 
West Country Studies Library, Exeter 25 inch Ordnance Survey maps for 1890, 1905, 1970 

Mr J Doble – private collection 1946 RAF Aerial photograph: 5148 3G/TUD/UK221 part III, 11 JUL 46 F/12”//90 SQDN 
Historic Environment Service, Devon 
County Council, Exeter 

Historic Environment Record search within 1km radius of site 

 
4.2 A summary of the appraisal research is presented as in Figures 1-2 with supplementary notes below.  

Figure 1 represents the locations of relevant HER events in the environs of the Site which are colour 
coded according to chronological period, and accompanied by a short description. Figure 2 represents 
a detailed map of the Site with composite information taken from the historic maps studied for this 
project to provide a pattern of development over time. This illustration also includes the locations of 
any HER events within the immediate vicinity of the Site. 

4.3 RAF aerial photographs from the late 1940s for the Site were also examined and these comprised high 
altitude vertical, monochrome images. Given the small scale of the photographs and the limited size of 
the Site, this examination did not enhance its historical or archaeological characterisation. 
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Figure 2. Detailed site setting showing composite map regression analysis 
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5. Monitoring and recording methodology 

Construction Methodology 
5.1 Building works involved the removal of all internal partitions, wall plaster, ceilings, and floors to 

expose the roof timbers, stone walls and a stone culvert beneath the floors. The concrete floor was 
removed by hand using a pneumatic hammer drill exposing a dirt ‘floor’ which was reduced by 
c.0.70m using hand tools. 

Archaeological Methodology 
5.2 The monitoring and recording was carried out in accordance with the Standards and Guidance for an 

Archaeological Watching Brief published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IfA) in 1995 (revised 
1999). COAS adhered to the Code of Conduct issued by the IfA in 1985 (revised 2000), and Code of 
Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (1990, 
revised September 2000), at all times during the course of the investigation. Current Health and 
Safety legislation and guidelines were followed on site. 

5.3 A qualified archaeologist was present on site to monitor the reduction of the kitchen and utility room 
floors for the purpose of identifying and recording any archaeological features/deposits present. 

5.4 Ms Rance was kept fully informed of the fieldwork schedule and carried out a site visit on the 28th of 
July 2010. 

5.5 All deposits and archaeological features were sampled by manual excavation to establish 
stratigraphic relationships, recover sufficient artefacts to establish 'absolute' dates and determine 
feature/deposit morphology and character. Features and deposits were recorded on dimensionally 
stable media at scales of 1:20 (plans) and 1:10 (sections). All features/deposits were recorded using 
standard COAS pro-forma recording sheets. Stratigraphic relationships were recorded using a “Harris-
Winchester matrix” diagram. Soil colours were recorded using a Munsell soil colour chart. A 
photographic record of the work was prepared and involved the sole use of digital images. The 
photographic record included shots of the excavated area, individual features and working shots to 
illustrate the nature of the archaeological operation mounted.  

5.6 Artefacts collected from archaeological features/deposits were bagged using a combination of site 
code and context numbers. All finds from the Site were retained for processing in preparation for off-
site assessment. A report on the artefact assemblage was compiled using both descriptive and tabular 
formats (see section 6.). Deposits were assessed for their palaeoenvironmental potential using the 
method defined in English Heritage: Environmental Archaeology Guidelines 2002 but no samples 
were encountered that warranted sampling. 

6. Results 

6.1 The deposits and features encountered during fieldwork are listed and described below. In the text, 
context numbers for cuts appear in square brackets, e.g. [1004]; layer and fill numbers appear in 
standard brackets, e.g. (1002). Where a feature is discussed, it is referenced with its cut and 
associated fill numbers. Deposit colour tones are referenced against a Munsell soil chart, e.g. 7.5YR 
5/8. 

Soil Sequence and Geology 
6.2 The initial deposit below the concrete floors was a firming layer (100) which comprised a strong 

brown (7.5YR 5/8) clay with sand and rounded gravels which yielded fragments of modern brick, 
bone, tile, glass, metal and pottery. The extent of this deposit measured 9.10m x 2.80m x 0.10m. 
Beneath this was a layer of re-deposited material, (103), consisting of dark brown clay (7.5YR) with 
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frequently occurring rounded stone fragments incorporating finds such as 19th century glass, metal, 
pottery and tile. This layer covered a possible metalled surface (104) and a ‘demolition’ deposit 
(105). The ?surface (104) was located in the north-west corner and measured 3.0m x 1.75m (max.) in 
extent and comprised yellow brown clay (7.5YR 4.2) with occasional angular stone fragments. 
Demolition deposit (105) was located in the south-east side of the excavation area and measured 
5.20m x 1.80m (max.) and comprised a yellowy brown (10YR 7/4) silty clay matrix incorporating 50% 
course rubble, <0.20m in diameter. This deposit covered an area of 7.90 square metres and 
contained 19th century pottery sherds. All these deposits covered the natural geology (118), a strong 
brown (7.5YR 4/6) clay/shale. 

Archaeological Features 
6.3 Running against the main north facing wall of the farmhouse, (117), was a stone culvert/drain ([106], 

(115), (116)), measuring 9.10m long, 0.34m wide (interior) and 0.50m deep (Figures, 3 &4, Plate 3). 
The walls of the culvert/drain, (115) & (116), were constructed of three, randomly coursed limestone 
blocks, and capped along its length with limestone slabs, the largest of which measured 1.20m x 
0.60m. The fill (110) consisted of a dark brown (7.5YR 3/?) silty deposit with frequent angular stone 
inclusions (<0.20m in diameter). A large assemblage of post-medieval finds, including pottery, clay 
pipe fragments, animal bone, metal and glass were collected from the fill. The culvert passed under 
the utility wall at the south-eastern end, and kitchen wall at the north-western end.  

6.4 At the western corner, a ragged hole [113] had been cut through the wall (115) of the culvert and 
into the wall of the farmhouse, (117), and was fronted with a large piece of slate (112) (0.69m x 
0.33m). This was pierced by a line of six small holes and may have been used for ventilation or as a 
drain overflow. The hole was filled by context (114), a brown (10YR 4/3) silty clay with angular 
masonry slabs <0.30m. 
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Figure 3. Plans and sections of culvert 
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Figure 4. Position of excavated culvert and postulated route of drain
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Plate 3. Culvert from the NW 

 

 
Plate 4. Modern pipe outlet for culvert/drain on eastern side 
of farmhouse 

 

 
Plate 5. Conjectured route of culvert/drain on western side of 
farmhouse 

7. The Finds 

7.1 A total of 311 pieces of pottery, 38 fragments of animal bone, 46 pieces of tobacco clay pipe, 31 
metal objects (mainly comprising cutlery) and 39 fragments of glass were collected during the course 
of monitoring. The pottery assemblage predominantly comprises English stoneware, redware and 
mass produced whitewares, all dating from the post-medieval period through to the early 20th 
century. The date, finds type and deposition of the material in contexts (100), (102), (103), (105), 
(107), (110) and (111) strongly imply that the assemblages, although quite large, were deposited as 
refuse from a domestic dump to partially infill the culvert [106]. Given the date range of the 
material, this is likely to have occurred in the Victorian period, perhaps just prior to the laying of a 
new floor. 

7.2 Other more miscellaneous objects such as a buttons and a toothbrush were also found within the 
assemblage.  

7.3 At the request of the landowner, all finds are to be returned to Hole Farm. 
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Context 

 
Pottery 

no./wgt (g) 
Animal bone 
no./wgt (g) 

Tobacco clay pipe 
no./wgt (g) 

Metal 
no./wgt (g) 

Glass 
no./wgt (g) 

100 108/5,300 8/549 5/26 5/379 16/546 
102 30/870 8/9 _ 9/642 3/108 
103 103/3,379 17/205 35/191 1/34 2/120 
105 3/374 _ 1/4 _ _ 
107 _ _ _ _ 1/210 
110 49/1,699 3/29 5/29 11/132 1/15 
111 18/288 2/10 _ 5/1292 16/257 
TOTALS 311/11,910 38/802 46/250 31/2,579 39/1,256 

Table 1: Summary of finds by quantity and weight 

8. Discussion and Conclusions 

8.1 As a result of the archaeological monitoring of development groundworks, it has been possible to 
record a well-preserved stone culvert that may once have formed part of an organised water 
management system around Hole Farm. The culvert itself was located against the north facing wall of 
the main house and inside what is believed to be a 17th century extension that, up until recently, 
served as a kitchen and utility area. The culvert comprised three courses of random stone blocks 
either side of a central channel that was covered with large limestone slabs. Stratigraphically, the 
culvert certainly pre-dates the extension and although it is tempting to speculate that it is 
contemporary with the farmhouse itself, there was no evidence to indicate a date of construction. A 
‘spur’ draining into the culvert from the farmhouse in the north-west corner perhaps represents some 
form of crude ‘waste disposal’ from inside the house; this was later sealed off with a ‘vented’ slate.  
A large dump of domestic refuse in the channel, presumably designed to infill the culvert, marks the 
date by which it went out of use. The range of material included pottery, clay tobacco pipe, animal 
bone, cutlery and glass, the majority of which was dated to the 19th century. The dump may have 
been a prelude to capping/re-capping the culvert just prior to establishing a new floor over the top. 
The culvert extended in both directions beyond the extension, a further section of which can be seen 
under a glass plate in the bathroom of Hole Cottage. Today, this appears to extend underground to 
the east where it empties out of a modern pipe just north of the farm buildings (plate 4) and 
disperses across open pasture, although the tithe map of 1842 suggest that it may once have fed a 
pond on the end of Hole Cottage. To the west, it is conjectured that the line of the culvert may 
follow a natural contour and fed by one of the many springs in the immediate area (plate 5). 

9. Archive 

9.1 The Site archive is currently held at the offices of Context One Archaeological Services Ltd and 
consists of 130 digital images in .jpg format, drawn plans and sections on stable drawing film, and 
various registers as part of the paper archive. The archive will be prepared to comply with guidelines 
set out in Environmental Standards for the Permanent Storage of Excavated Material from 
Archaeological Sites (UKIC 1984, Conservation Guidelines 3)/ Guidelines for the Preparation of 
Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (UKIC 1990)/ Standards in the Museums Care of 
Archaeological Collections (Museum and Galleries Commission 1992)/ Management of Archaeological 
Projects 2 (English Heritage 1991). Arrangements will be made to deposit the paper archive with 
Royal Albert Memorial Museum within 12 months following the submission of this report. 
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9.2 Copies of this report will be deposited with:  

Mr and Mrs J Doble 
Hole Farmhouse 
Hockworthy 
Mid Devon 
Devon 
TA210NQ 
 

Historic Environment Service  
Devon County Council 
Environment, Economy and Culture 
Directorate 
Matford Offices 
County Hall 
Exeter 
EX2 4QW 
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	1.5 The request for the archaeological work followed advice given by Central Government as set out in PPS5 Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (2010), and the Local Development Framework Policy on archaeology.
	1.6 This report summarises the topographical, geological, and archaeological setting of the Site, and presents the results of the programme of works.

	2. Site Location, Topography and Geology
	2.1 Hole Farm comprises an isolated farm set amongst a landscape characterised by open pasture and scattered woodland belts (Figure 1). The complex includes a rectangular house that is divided into two accommodation units, Hole Farm and Hole Cottage, connecting a courtyard style range of farm buildings. The Site (centred on NGR ST 04308 20766) is situated 1.33km from the village of Hockworthy in the civil parish of the same name in Mid Devon and on the border with Somerset. The nearest towns are Tiverton, Devon (c.11km to the south-west) and Wellington, Somerset (c.9.5km to the east). The farm sits just above the floor of a valley that runs roughly west to east between Staple Cross to the west and Tracebridge to the east. A watercourse, marked on Ordnance Survey maps as Marcombe Lake, meanders along the base of the valley, which also serves as the county boundary, and joins the River Tone at Tracebridge. The valley sides are emphasised by steep gradients that rise from the farm at around 153m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) to over 210m aOD in just 250m. According to the British Geological Survey (2010), the underlying geology consists of Bampton Limestone Formation comprising chert, limestone and mudstone. The soils in this area are characterised by slightly acid and loamy and soils, freely draining (Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC), 2010).

	3. Historic Building Survey
	3.1 Hole Farm is a Grade II listed building dating to the early-mid 16th century  with major improvements in the later 16th and 17th century and modernisation in the 19th and 20th centuries. Recent dendrochronology results from cores taken through several structural timbers by English Heritage indicate felling dates between 1460 and 1508 and could potentially take the origins of the house back to the mid-15th century (J Doble, pers comm.). 
	3.2 The original construction consisted of the farmhouse and associated ancillary buildings arranged as three sides of a rectangle around an inner area. In the mid to late 17th century a two room extension was built at right angles to the main building and bisecting the inner rectangle.
	3.3 The structure is a long building built across the hillslope facing south-west with a 5-room-and-through-passage plan. However, the core of the plan is the 3-room-and-through-passage plan section to the left. The left end room is a kitchen with a gable-end stack and former walk-in curing chamber alongside and projecting forward.                            
	3.7 A site visit was made on 26th of May 2010 in order to make an appraisal of the kitchen/utility area to determine the level of recording required as part of the programme of works. No ‘original’ features or historic fabric were visible inside the kitchen (Plate 2) and the exterior comprised a random coursed stone wall under a clay pantile roof with two wooden framed windows either side of a rear, part glazed door (Plate 1). Given the limited nature of building works, it was determined that a simple photographic survey, broadly conforming to a Level 2 survey, as set out by English Heritage in Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (2006) would provide a satisfactory record of the kitchen and utility areas before and during alteration works.

	4. Desk-based appraisal
	4.1 A desk-based appraisal was carried out prior to archaeological monitoring during development groundworks in order to place the Site into its historic and archaeological context. In addition, it was hoped that this study might help characterise any discoveries made during the observation of development groundworks. The work involved a rapid examination of the following sources: 
	4.2 A summary of the appraisal research is presented as in Figures 1-2 with supplementary notes below.  Figure 1 represents the locations of relevant HER events in the environs of the Site which are colour coded according to chronological period, and accompanied by a short description. Figure 2 represents a detailed map of the Site with composite information taken from the historic maps studied for this project to provide a pattern of development over time. This illustration also includes the locations of any HER events within the immediate vicinity of the Site.
	4.3 RAF aerial photographs from the late 1940s for the Site were also examined and these comprised high altitude vertical, monochrome images. Given the small scale of the photographs and the limited size of the Site, this examination did not enhance its historical or archaeological characterisation.

	5. Monitoring and recording methodology
	Construction Methodology
	5.1 Building works involved the removal of all internal partitions, wall plaster, ceilings, and floors to expose the roof timbers, stone walls and a stone culvert beneath the floors. The concrete floor was removed by hand using a pneumatic hammer drill exposing a dirt ‘floor’ which was reduced by c.0.70m using hand tools.

	Archaeological Methodology
	5.2 The monitoring and recording was carried out in accordance with the Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief published by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IfA) in 1995 (revised 1999). COAS adhered to the Code of Conduct issued by the IfA in 1985 (revised 2000), and Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology (1990, revised September 2000), at all times during the course of the investigation. Current Health and Safety legislation and guidelines were followed on site.
	5.3 A qualified archaeologist was present on site to monitor the reduction of the kitchen and utility room floors for the purpose of identifying and recording any archaeological features/deposits present.
	5.4 Ms Rance was kept fully informed of the fieldwork schedule and carried out a site visit on the 28th of July 2010.
	5.5 All deposits and archaeological features were sampled by manual excavation to establish stratigraphic relationships, recover sufficient artefacts to establish 'absolute' dates and determine feature/deposit morphology and character. Features and deposits were recorded on dimensionally stable media at scales of 1:20 (plans) and 1:10 (sections). All features/deposits were recorded using standard COAS pro-forma recording sheets. Stratigraphic relationships were recorded using a “Harris-Winchester matrix” diagram. Soil colours were recorded using a Munsell soil colour chart. A photographic record of the work was prepared and involved the sole use of digital images. The photographic record included shots of the excavated area, individual features and working shots to illustrate the nature of the archaeological operation mounted. 
	5.6 Artefacts collected from archaeological features/deposits were bagged using a combination of site code and context numbers. All finds from the Site were retained for processing in preparation for off-site assessment. A report on the artefact assemblage was compiled using both descriptive and tabular formats (see section 6.). Deposits were assessed for their palaeoenvironmental potential using the method defined in English Heritage: Environmental Archaeology Guidelines 2002 but no samples were encountered that warranted sampling.

	6. Results
	6.1 The deposits and features encountered during fieldwork are listed and described below. In the text, context numbers for cuts appear in square brackets, e.g. [1004]; layer and fill numbers appear in standard brackets, e.g. (1002). Where a feature is discussed, it is referenced with its cut and associated fill numbers. Deposit colour tones are referenced against a Munsell soil chart, e.g. 7.5YR 5/8.

	Soil Sequence and Geology
	6.2 The initial deposit below the concrete floors was a firming layer (100) which comprised a strong brown (7.5YR 5/8) clay with sand and rounded gravels which yielded fragments of modern brick, bone, tile, glass, metal and pottery. The extent of this deposit measured 9.10m x 2.80m x 0.10m. Beneath this was a layer of re-deposited material, (103), consisting of dark brown clay (7.5YR) with frequently occurring rounded stone fragments incorporating finds such as 19th century glass, metal, pottery and tile. This layer covered a possible metalled surface (104) and a ‘demolition’ deposit (105). The ?surface (104) was located in the north-west corner and measured 3.0m x 1.75m (max.) in extent and comprised yellow brown clay (7.5YR 4.2) with occasional angular stone fragments. Demolition deposit (105) was located in the south-east side of the excavation area and measured 5.20m x 1.80m (max.) and comprised a yellowy brown (10YR 7/4) silty clay matrix incorporating 50% course rubble, <0.20m in diameter. This deposit covered an area of 7.90 square metres and contained 19th century pottery sherds. All these deposits covered the natural geology (118), a strong brown (7.5YR 4/6) clay/shale.

	Archaeological Features
	6.3 Running against the main north facing wall of the farmhouse, (117), was a stone culvert/drain ([106], (115), (116)), measuring 9.10m long, 0.34m wide (interior) and 0.50m deep (Figures, 3 &4, Plate 3). The walls of the culvert/drain, (115) & (116), were constructed of three, randomly coursed limestone blocks, and capped along its length with limestone slabs, the largest of which measured 1.20m x 0.60m. The fill (110) consisted of a dark brown (7.5YR 3/?) silty deposit with frequent angular stone inclusions (<0.20m in diameter). A large assemblage of post-medieval finds, including pottery, clay pipe fragments, animal bone, metal and glass were collected from the fill. The culvert passed under the utility wall at the south-eastern end, and kitchen wall at the north-western end. 
	6.4 At the western corner, a ragged hole [113] had been cut through the wall (115) of the culvert and into the wall of the farmhouse, (117), and was fronted with a large piece of slate (112) (0.69m x 0.33m). This was pierced by a line of six small holes and may have been used for ventilation or as a drain overflow. The hole was filled by context (114), a brown (10YR 4/3) silty clay with angular masonry slabs <0.30m.

	7. The Finds
	7.1 A total of 311 pieces of pottery, 38 fragments of animal bone, 46 pieces of tobacco clay pipe, 31 metal objects (mainly comprising cutlery) and 39 fragments of glass were collected during the course of monitoring. The pottery assemblage predominantly comprises English stoneware, redware and mass produced whitewares, all dating from the post-medieval period through to the early 20th century. The date, finds type and deposition of the material in contexts (100), (102), (103), (105), (107), (110) and (111) strongly imply that the assemblages, although quite large, were deposited as refuse from a domestic dump to partially infill the culvert [106]. Given the date range of the material, this is likely to have occurred in the Victorian period, perhaps just prior to the laying of a new floor.
	7.2 Other more miscellaneous objects such as a buttons and a toothbrush were also found within the assemblage. 
	7.3 At the request of the landowner, all finds are to be returned to Hole Farm.
	Context
	Pottery
	no./wgt (g)
	Animal bone
	no./wgt (g)
	Tobacco clay pipe
	no./wgt (g)
	Metal
	no./wgt (g)
	Glass
	no./wgt (g)
	100
	108/5,300
	8/549
	5/26
	5/379
	16/546
	102
	30/870
	8/9
	_
	9/642
	3/108
	103
	103/3,379
	17/205
	35/191
	1/34
	2/120
	105
	3/374
	_
	1/4
	_
	_
	107
	_
	_
	_
	_
	1/210
	110
	49/1,699
	3/29
	5/29
	11/132
	1/15
	111
	18/288
	2/10
	_
	5/1292
	16/257
	TOTALS
	311/11,910
	38/802
	46/250
	31/2,579
	39/1,256

	8. Discussion and Conclusions
	8.1 As a result of the archaeological monitoring of development groundworks, it has been possible to record a well-preserved stone culvert that may once have formed part of an organised water management system around Hole Farm. The culvert itself was located against the north facing wall of the main house and inside what is believed to be a 17th century extension that, up until recently, served as a kitchen and utility area. The culvert comprised three courses of random stone blocks either side of a central channel that was covered with large limestone slabs. Stratigraphically, the culvert certainly pre-dates the extension and although it is tempting to speculate that it is contemporary with the farmhouse itself, there was no evidence to indicate a date of construction. A ‘spur’ draining into the culvert from the farmhouse in the north-west corner perhaps represents some form of crude ‘waste disposal’ from inside the house; this was later sealed off with a ‘vented’ slate.  A large dump of domestic refuse in the channel, presumably designed to infill the culvert, marks the date by which it went out of use. The range of material included pottery, clay tobacco pipe, animal bone, cutlery and glass, the majority of which was dated to the 19th century. The dump may have been a prelude to capping/re-capping the culvert just prior to establishing a new floor over the top. The culvert extended in both directions beyond the extension, a further section of which can be seen under a glass plate in the bathroom of Hole Cottage. Today, this appears to extend underground to the east where it empties out of a modern pipe just north of the farm buildings (plate 4) and disperses across open pasture, although the tithe map of 1842 suggest that it may once have fed a pond on the end of Hole Cottage. To the west, it is conjectured that the line of the culvert may follow a natural contour and fed by one of the many springs in the immediate area (plate 5).

	9. Archive
	9.1 The Site archive is currently held at the offices of Context One Archaeological Services Ltd and consists of 130 digital images in .jpg format, drawn plans and sections on stable drawing film, and various registers as part of the paper archive. The archive will be prepared to comply with guidelines set out in Environmental Standards for the Permanent Storage of Excavated Material from Archaeological Sites (UKIC 1984, Conservation Guidelines 3)/ Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (UKIC 1990)/ Standards in the Museums Care of Archaeological Collections (Museum and Galleries Commission 1992)/ Management of Archaeological Projects 2 (English Heritage 1991). Arrangements will be made to deposit the paper archive with Royal Albert Memorial Museum within 12 months following the submission of this report.
	9.2 Copies of this report will be deposited with: 
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