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INTRODUCTION 
 

This document describes the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken during 

ground works carried out in advance of the construction of extensions to a house and the 

installation of associated services at Winterton, Crinan Ferry, Argyll. The excavations were 

undertaken on behalf of Mr and Mrs A Parsons, owners and residents of Winterton; the 

watching brief was undertaken by John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology on 13 February 2014 

during cold and intermittently wet weather. 

 

Argyll & Bute Council had granted planning consent to this project (Planning Reference 

Number 11/01868/PP) on the condition that ground-breaking activities associated with the 

development should be accompanied by an archaeological watching brief. This condition was 

applied because of the high concentration of prehistoric ritual and burial monuments located 

within the Kilmartin valley and surrounding areas. 

 

THE SITE 
 

Winterton is located near Crinan Ferry, on a small, rocky peninsula projecting into the 

estuary of the River Add, 9km north-west of Lochgilphead and 6.5km south-west of the 

village of Kilmartin. The extant house is centred on NR 79964 93948 and dates to the 1980s. 

It sits directly over the remains of one of three buildings that once formed the farmstead of 

Winterton which is depicted on the first edition Ordnance Survey (OS) 6-inch map 

(Argyllshire 1865, sheet 160).  The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland has ascribed it the monument number NR79SE 100. The scant 

remains of two long buildings are still visible, one each towards the north-west and south-

west corners of the plot. 

 

At Crinan Ferry, 400m south-west of Winterton are several structures of historical interest but 

of relatively recent origin, including: a manse (NR79SE 35); an ice-house (NR79SE 35.01); 

and a storehouse (NR79SE 70). 

 

The nearest known prehistoric monument comprises a series of rock-shelters (NR79SE 22) 

located at NR 7990 9380, 160m south of Winterton. Three walled shelters have been 

identified with certainty although some reports suggest there may have been others close by. 

Remnants of a cist containing the remains of two individuals, together with some animal 

bones, two worked flints, sherds of a cord-decorated beaker and midden debris were retrieved 

from one of the shelters (Campbell & Sanderman 1962, 21). 

 

No other sites or monuments have been noted in the vicinity of Winterton, the next nearest 

being in Crinan Moss, some 1km to the east, where a series of small standing stones 

(NR89SW 5, at NR 8083 9409) and a grass-covered cairn (NR89SW 6, at NR 8090 9408) 

have been noted. 

 

Winterton sits on a relatively level platform of ground halfway up the west side of the Add 

valley. The slope provides rough grazing although much of the land is now covered with 

bracken and, where the ground is wetter, reeds. The overall area of the modern property of 

Winterton measures approximately 9m by 5m. For the convenience of the reader, the 

alignment of the house and plot are taken as east/west. 
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THE WATCHING BRIEF 
 

The intention is to extend the house on its north, west and south sides and to erect a boiler 

shed approximately 20m to the west of it and a barn/garage some 35m to its south-west. 

Excavations at these locations formed the basis of the watching brief although service 

trenches to and from these structures were also monitored. 

 

It was evident early in the exercise that much of the ground around the extant house had been 

extensively disturbed during excavations and construction work in the 1980s, a fact supported 

by contemporary photographic evidence. Thereafter, large quantities of material were 

redeposited on the north side of the house to raise the ground level in that area. The proposed 

site of the barn/garage had also been disturbed when a rockery built of very large boulders 

was installed around the same time. In addition, some of the service trenches cut across an 

access road to the house and car-parking areas where the ground has been stripped and 

reinstated with metalling. As a consequence, it was decided that nothing would be gained by 

monitoring excavation in those areas. Another area that was not monitored was the proposed 

location of the boiler shed which is to be built within the ruins of one of the 19th-century 

farmstead buildings. 

 

The watching brief was maintained only as far as geological levels. Trenches were excavated 

using a toothless bucket attached to a mechanical excavator. 

 

The locations of trenches are shown on the plan that accompanies this report. 

 

Trench 1 (Photo 1) 

 

Trench 1, which will take waste from Extension 1 to the east of the extant house. It measured 

4.5m north/south by 0.8m wide and was dug through 0.1-0.3m of dark topsoil and rubble 

containing artefacts of late 20th-century date, evidently redeposited during the construction of 

the adjacent house in the 1980s. These materials lay directly over glacial till of orange clay 

and stones with bedrock protruding through it in places. 

 

Trench 2 (Photo 2) 

 

A continuation of Trench 1, this trench measured 9.0m long and 0.8m wide and also cut 

through backfilled materials from the house construction, below which was glacial boulder 

clay. Excavation was terminated in this area when it became clear that the area to the north of 

the house had been heavily disturbed during earlier construction work. 

 

Trench 3 (Photo 3) 

 

Measuring 7.5m east/west by 0.8m wide, Trench 3 will take the main heating pipe to the 

house from the pellet boiler. It  ran from the north-west corner of the house as far as the 

access road, cutting through 0.2-0.4m of grey-brown, silty topsoil, below which was glacial 

till of gravel and clay. 

 

Trench 4 (Photos 4, 5) 

 

Trenches 4 and 5 will take a power cable and heating and water pipes from the boiler house 

to the barn. Trench 4 ran southwards from the proposed location of the boiler house and 



Scotia Archaeology   

 

 
Mr & Mrs A Parsons                  Winterton, Crinan Ferry: watching brief                    27.02.2014         

4 

measured 17.5m long by 0.8m wide. It cut through 0.2-0.4m of very dark, humic topsoil 

containing numerous sherds of 19th-century ceramics which gave onto glacial till of orange-

brown clay and gravel though which large boulders and bedrock protruded in places. 

 

Trench 5 (Photos 6, 7) 

 

An extension of Trench 4, this trench measured 11m long by 0.8m wide, the stratigraphic 

sequence within the two trenches being identical. 

 

Trench 6 (Photo 8) 

 

Extending 10m southwards from the north-west corner of the house, Trench 6 will take 

drainage and soil pipes from the barn. It cut through 0.2-0.4m of grey-brown, silty topsoil 

which overlay glacially-deposited gravel and clay. Bedrock protruded through this material in 

places. 

 

Trench 7 (Photos 9, 10) 

 

Trench 7 was excavated to the south of the house where Extension 3 is to be built, the north 

half of this area having been disturbed during the construction of the house in the 1980s. The 

trench measured 6.5m east/west by 2.5m wide and was up to 0.8m deep, cutting through 0.6m 

of materials redeposited following construction work in the 1980s. Below these materials was 

0.2m of compact buried topsoil which gave onto glacial till of orange-brown clay with gravel 

and pebbles. 

 

Trench 8 (Photos 11, 12) 

 

To the immediate east of the house, where Extension 1 is to be built, the ground slopes 

steeply upwards onto a low, narrow ridge of bedrock. Trench 8 covered the area of Extension 

1 (approximately 11m north/south by 4m wide) where recently-deposited boulders and a very 

thin layer of dark, humic topsoil were removed to reveal the bedrock that lay immediately 

below. 

 

No structures, features or deposits of archaeological significance were uncovered within any 

of the trenches and no artefacts pre-dating the 19th century were retrieved from them. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
 

Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered during the watching brief. However, 

Winterton was clearly a desirable location for a farmstead in the 19th century and might well 

have been in earlier times although evidence for prehistoric occupation in this area is scant. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE 
 

The cardinal points listed in the descriptions below are approximate and are based on the 

property being aligned east/west. 

 

The photographs are not included in hard copies of the report. 

 

1 Trench 1, viewed from the south 

2 Trench 2, viewed from the south-east 

3 Trench 3, viewed from the east with the remains of farmstead building (the proposed 

 site of the boiler house) beyond 

4 Trench 4, viewed from the north 

5 Trench 4, viewed from the south 

6-7 Trench 5, viewed from the north-east 

8 Trench 6, viewed from the north 

9 Excavation in Trench 7 in progress, viewed from the west 

10 Trench 7, viewed from the east 

11-12 Trench 8, viewed from the north 

13-16 Views from the south-east corner of the plot 

17-20 Views from the north-west corner of the plot 

21 Remains of structures in the south-west corner of the plot, viewed from the east 

22 Remains of structures in the north-west corner of the plot, viewed from the south-east 


