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Abstract

SUAT Ltd was commissioned by Blazon Investments Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation on the proposed development site at Newton Farm, Glencarse.  The work was undertaken on the 16th May 2007 in advance of the conversion of existing steading buildings and the construction of new residential buildings on the site.  
Eight trenches, varying in length from 10m to 15m, were excavated throughout the site. The evaluation was requested due to the presence of crop marks in the fields immediately to the north and north-east of the site. These crop marks indicate the position of a barrow and various enclosure ditches.  

The evaluation determined that there were no archaeological remains within the boundaries of the development site.  The SUAT site code for this site was GC03, Blazon Investments Ltd funded this evaluation.

1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Blazon Investments Ltd commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation on the site of Newton Farm at Glencarse.  The proposed development area lies within the footprint of the buildings associated with Newton Farm; the area covers 3920m² and is centred on NGR NO 1971 2176.  The work (SUAT site code GC 03) was undertaken on 16th May in good weather conditions.  The requirement was to evaluate 5% of the available area, that is 196m².  

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference 06/02705/FUL, 06/02703/FUL and 06/00963/FUL.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence/absence, date, character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving within the development area.  

1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this evaluation.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record. 

1.4 Acknowledgements

SUAT wish to thank Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust for their assistance and guidance throughout this project.  Blazon Investments Ltd funded this evaluation.

2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)

The proposed development area is situated between the Newton House Hotel and the house at Westways, Glencarse.  It incorporates the site of a former farm steading. 

2.2 Archaeological Potential

The proposed development site is considered to be archaeologically sensitive as cropmarks representing unenclosed settlements of prehistoric date, a round barrow and a possible enclosure have been recorded immediately to the N and NE of the site. Two of these sites are recognised as nationally important and have scheduled status. 

2.3 Archaeological Method

Eight trenches were excavated around the development area in order to assess whether there were any features associated with the nearby cropmarks.  The trenches were excavated by machine using a toothless bucket.

2.4 Results of Investigations

Trench 1


The trench was excavated at the southwest edge of the site, along the northern boundary.  It was 13m long and 2m wide. No archaeology was uncovered in this trench.  Context numbers for this trench were 100- disturbed topsoil, 101- undisturbed alluvium and 102-natural sandy clay.
Trench 2

The trench was excavated as the middle trench along the northern boundary of the site.  It was 10m long and 2m wide. A small pit was uncovered in this trench, a section across the pit indicated that it was of modern origin as it was full of modern material such as glass and slate.  No other archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 200- car park hardcore ground surface, 201- disturbed topsoil, 202- silty loam fill of pit and 203- small modern pit. 
Trench 3

The trench was excavated as the north eastern most trench along the northern boundary of the site.  It was 13m long and 2m wide, natural was only reached at northern end at 2m depth.  No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 300- carpark hardcore ground surface, 301- undisturbed alluvium and 302- natural sandy clay. 

Trench 4

The trench was excavated on a northeast-southwest alignment in the centre of the development site.  It was 15m long and 2m wide, a sondage was dug at the northeast end to a depth of 2m but natural was not reached.  Natural was uncovered from 7.55m. No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 400- tarmac/disturbed ground, 401- undisturbed alluvium and 402- natural sandy clay.
Trench 5

The trench was excavated on a northeast-southwest alignment in the centre of the development site.  It was 15m long and 2m wide. No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 500- tarmac/disturbed ground, 501- disturbed alluvium and 502- natural sandy clay.

Trench 6

The trench was excavated on a northeast-southwest alignment, approximately parallel to the standing steading buildings.  It was 15m long and 2m wide.  No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 600- tarmac/disturbed ground, 601- disturbed alluvium and 602- natural sandy clay.
Trench 7

The trench was excavated on a northwest-southeast alignment.  It was 12m long and 2m wide.  No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 700- tarmac/hardcore, 701- disturbed alluvium and 702- natural sandy clay.
Trench 8

The trench was excavated on a northeast-southwest alignment.  It was 5m long and 2m wide.  No archaeological features were uncovered.  Context numbers for this trench were 800- disturbed topsoil, 801- gravel, 802- redeposited subsoil, 803- Clay with mixed modern finds/ash and 804- natural sandy clay.
3 Interpretation

Trenches 1, 3-8 

There were no archaeological features in any of these trenches.  A deep alluvial soil was found in most of the trenches, in some cases the natural soil was not reached as the alluvium extended to over 2m in depth.  The site is located on a small rise; as a result of this the trenches up slope were shallower than those at the bottom of the slope.  The course of a possible paleo-channel could be seen to the northeast and west of the site.
Trench 2

The trench had a small modern pit within it.  This was filled with a silty loam which had modern artefacts mixed through it, such as glass, slate and brick. 
4 Conclusions and Recommendations

4.1 The evaluation of the development area for the proposed new buildings at Newton farm has not uncovered any features of archaeological signifigance.  One small modern pit was uncovered.
4.2 Recommendations for Further Work

SUAT Ltd would recommend that further archaeological work is not required on the site of the proposed development; this is due to the fact that no features of archaeological significance were uncovered during the evaluation.  

However, the final decision ultimately rests with the Perth and Kinross Area Archaeologist.
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Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description

	100
	Disturbed topsoil, mixed with demolition rubble.

	101
	Undisturbed alluvium, mid brown.

	102
	Sandy clay natural, yellow-brown.

	200
	Car park hardcore surface.

	201
	Disturbed topsoil, mixed with demolition rubble.

	202
	Undisturbed alluvium, mid brown.

	203
	Silty loam fill of pit.

	204
	Cut of pit.

	205
	Sandy clay natural, yellow-brown.

	300
	Car park hardcore surface.

	301
	Undisturbed alluvium, mid brown.

	302
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-brown.

	400
	Tarmac/disturbed ground.

	401
	Undisturbed alluvium, mid brown.

	402
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-orange.

	500
	Tarmac/disturbed ground.

	501
	Undisturbed alluvium, mid brown

	502
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-orange.

	600
	Tarmac/disturbed ground.

	601
	Disturbed alluvium, demolition rubble. Mid brown.

	602
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-orange.

	700
	Tarmac/hardcore.

	701
	Disturbed alluvium, mid brown.

	702
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-orange.

	800
	Disturbed topsoil, mid brown.

	801
	Gravel, under 2cm diameter.

	802
	Redeposited subsoil.

	803
	Clay with mixed modern finds and ash.

	804
	Natural sandy clay, yellow-orange.


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Digital Frames
	Description
	View

	1
	General site overview.
	W

	2
	General site overview.
	SW

	3
	Trench 1 overview.
	NW

	4
	Trench 2 overview.
	NW

	5
	View of pit 204.
	NW

	6
	Trench 3 overview.
	NW

	7-15
	Panoramic view of site.
	SW-NE

	16
	Trench 4 overview.
	NE

	17
	Trench 5 overview.
	NE

	18
	Trench 6 overview.
	NE

	19
	Trench 7 overview.
	NW

	20
	Trench 8 section.
	SE

	21
	Trench 8 overview.
	SE

	22
	Overview of area behind steading building.
	S


Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Perth and Kinross

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Newton Farm, Glencarse

	PROJECT CODE:
	GC 03

	PARISH: 
	Kinfauns

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	Kieran Haines

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Evaluation

	NMRS NO(S): 
	7246, 7249, NO12SE.29, 38 and 77

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Ring ditch and enclosure cropmarks.

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	None.

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	Site centred on NO 1971 2176

	START DATE 
	16th May

	END DATE 
	16th May

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	N/A

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	SUAT Ltd was commissioned by Blazon Investments Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation on the proposed development site at Newton Farm, Glencarse.  The work was undertaken on the 16th May in advance of the conversion of existing steading buildings and the construction of new residential buildings on the site.  Eight trenches were excavated throughout the site, as cropmarks of a barrow and enclosure have been recognised in the fields immediately to the north and north-east of the site. The evaluation determined that there were no features of archaeological significance within the development site.  The SUAT site code for this site was GC03 and Blazon Investments Ltd funded this evaluation.

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	None.

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Blazon Investments Ltd

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	N/A

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Appendix 3 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

3.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

3.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

3.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

3.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

3.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
3.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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