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1 SUMMARY 

 

1.1 This report is in response to a condition on Planning Consent (App No. 12/01236/FUL) 
and involves part of a series of enclosures that are recorded on the West Yorkshire 
Historic Environment Record (Reference, PRN 6728).  This cropmark is believed to 
represent an Iron Age/Romano-British settlement and is considered to be of regional 
significance. 

1.2 The watching brief revealed the enclosure, which is still evident beneath the plough 
soil.  The watching brief has also revealed further features, possible pits and ditches, 
which have contributed to our understanding of the site i.e. its state of preservation 
and morphology. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 This report has been commissioned by the landowner Mrs. D Howson to record any 
archaeology evident during the site reduction works, which are required to form a 
horse arena (mènage) with associated stables.   

2.2 The site lies to the south of Darrington on a narrow section of land between the A1 to 
the east and the Old Great North Road to the west (Figure 1).  To the south the 
property terminates in an east west field boundary (undefined) to which the horse 
arena abuts.   

2.3 The site lies on the site of the central enclosure of a cropmark site (WY HER PRN 6728: 
Figure 2).  The watching brief took place over three days, the 22nd and 23rd July and 
the 1st August 2013.  The first two days observed the site reduction of the site by a 
bulldozer, which allowed a fairly obscured view of the archaeology and the third 
day concentrated on the removal of overburden to the southeast corner of the 
proposed horse arena (ménage). 

2.4 The WYAAS (Mr. D Hunter) was kept informed of the results of the watching brief and 
a site visit was organised, on the 25th July, to review the results and establish a 
management strategy for the site.  At this stage it was anticipated that 50% of the 
arena would have to be archaeologically excavated. 

2.5 The management strategy involved a change in the arena’s design.  This required 
the further site reduction of the SE corner of the arena.  This design change allowed 
the archaeology to be preserved in situ. A further watching brief was organised to 
observe any archaeological remains in the south east corner. 

 

 

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 To identify and record the presence/absence, extent, condition, character and 
date (as far as circumstances permit) of any archaeological features and deposits 
which are disturbed or exposed as a result of ground works in the area of interest. 

3.2 To mitigate the limited destruction of buried archaeological remains through 
‘preservation by record’.  

 

 

4 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 This has been carried out according to the brief (Appendix 1) and to CS 
Archaeology’s standard recording format: 35mm SLR and digital cameras 
incorporating a photographic scale and using archivally stable film formats 
(Appendix 2).  Photographs are listed in appendix 2, and are recorded graphically in 
Figure 4. 
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4.2 Upon completion of the project the archive will be deposited with Pontefract 
Museum, Artefacts recovered during the course of the watching brief will be 
retained by the client. 

   

5 RESULTS 

5.1 Map Regression 

 
5.1.1 The site straddles 3 of a total of 4 main enclosures, which are offset to the east of a 

principal enclosure ditch.  This principal ditch is orientated southwest to northeast. 
Apart from the identification of the site from aerial photographs, no known 
archaeological interventions have taken place.  

 
Extract from Figure 2 

 

5.1.2 A rapid map regression exercise was carried out prior to the project.  This revealed 
that the present enclosure surrounding the site was reorganised during the later 19th 
century with the building of Bank’s Croft and more significantly in the later 20th 
century, with the A1 improvements during the 1970s.  The 1st Ed Ordnance Survey 
map (see below) depicts the site set within a north-south aligned enclosure which 
was offset from Darrington’s high street (east-west).  South of the site is the site’s 
southern boundary which was defined by ‘Hall Flatts Plantation’ and a sinuous east-
west field boundary which appears to have formed a larger field boundary defining 
Darrington’s outer fields, probably marking Darrington’s agricultural expansion during 
the later Post Medieval period.  

 
Extract from the 1st Ed 6” Ordnance Survey Map of 1852-3 

 
5.1.2 Later 19th century Ordnance Survey maps depict the enclosure of Bank’s House 

(later croft) and then across the Great North road, ‘Woodlands House was built 
between 1938 and 1953.  This building has subsequently become the Chestnut Hotel.  

Site 
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5.2 Watching Brief 

5.2.1 The watching brief has been able to confirm the presence of a substantial enclosure 
beneath the proposed arena area.  As noted above a design solution was 
developed in order to preserve the archaeology in situ.    

5.2.2 The initial site strip enabled a sketch map of the archaeological features (Figure 3) to 
be created but the partially obscured nature of the surface restricted photographic 
opportunities (e.g. Plate 1).  The results were further refined after the southeast corner 
of the proposed arena site was further reduced with a back actor (JCB) excavator 
with a ditching (toothless) bucket.  This allowed further details of the monument to 
be recorded.  The area of the proposed stable block was reduced by a mini-digger 
providing a cleaner surface for inspection (Plate 2).  No archaeology was revealed 
at the excavated formation level, but the area remains of high archaeological 
potential. 

5.2.3 The on-going metal detecting survey provided some archaeological context, with 
numerous iron nails, plough shears and horse shoes (not retained).  More significant 
finds (SF1-5) included a possible Bronze Age weapon (SF1: Figure 5), a cartwheel 
penny, a ‘forget me not’ ring an iron chisel and a button.  The Bronze Age weapon 
(SF1) was a copper alloy blade fragment probably from a dagger, and is marked by 
a vertical ridge down one side.  It had been historically broken or cut down as 
evidenced by the consistent patination across the surface and the cut ends, leading 
the author to believe it could represent part of a metal worker’s hoard. 

5.2.4 In contrast to the negative results from the stable area, the main arena site revealed 
significant archaeology in the form of a series of ditches and associated features.  
The ditch fills were marked by reddish brown sandy clays with fire-cracked stones 
and provided a clear contrast to the surrounding natural clays and dolmitic 
limestone.  The ditches were in the form of three principal enclosure ditches, which 
were up to 2.1m wide.  There was a single outer enclosure ditch that ran the length 
of the proposed arena; this was on a NNE-SSW alignment and was associated with 
two cross ditches, a northern and a southern one which were set at 90 degrees to 
the outer ditch, defining a 20m deep (north-south) enclosure.  A probable entrance 
way was revealed in the northern corner and was marked by a clay packed post 
hole [A] (Figure 3).  Feature B, a pit (1.4m diam.) was defined again by darker fill with 
a high percentage of fire cracked stone1 and this feature is depicted marked on the 
aerial cropmarks (Figure 2). 

5.2.5 The south cross ditch ran on to the east beneath the baulk and again featured a fill 
with fire-cracked stone (Plates 3-4).  Towards the centre of the arena area was a 
complex of features dominated by an interrupted ditch or possible palisade.  
Relative to the slightly curving southern cross ditch, this was overall straighter in plan 
and therefore appeared to be on a slightly different alignment (Plate 5).  The 
alignment difference could represent two enclosure phases with the larger ditches 
representing the later phase of construction.  Towards the centre of the inner 
straighter ditch lay the truncated remains of an apparent entrance, marked by an 
offset ditch with possible pit/post holes? (Plate 6) to the northeast. 

5.2.6 During the site reduction a round post hole like anomaly was revealed towards the 
southern end of the arena.  No further post holes could be identified but its presence 

                                                      
1 Fire cracked stones or ‘pot boilers’ evidence the heating of water and would have been discarded when they 
had been over used/fractured. 
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indicates a good potential for identifying internal structures.  There is therefore a high 
potential for further intensive settlement in the adjacent enclosure, to the south.  This 
features a quarter round feature in its northwest corner, and represents intensive 
land use possible related to settlement. 

 

 

6 CONCLUSION 

6.1 The watching brief has provided a tantalizing glimpse into the site’s archaeological 
resource. 

6.2 There was a very good correlation between the known archaeological remains and 
those revealed by the site strip.   

6.3 The watching brief has recorded further details of the monument  These details 
included:  

• a number of secondary ditches which could represent an earlier 
entrance to the enclosure 

• a probable entrance post hole [A]; 

• a pit packed with fire-cracked stone [B];  

• an isolated probable post hole [C]  

6.4 Unfortunately no dating, in the form of pottery, was recovered.  However unstratified 
metal detecting finds did reveal a possible prehistoric artefact (SF 1: Figure 5) 
suggesting activity on the site could extend to the second millennium BC.  

 

 

 

7 PROPOSED ARCHAEOLOGICAL MITIGATION 

7.1 No further mitigation is recommended, due to the development of the site’s 
archaeological management plan during the course of the watching brief. 
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Figure 2: Site Location with 
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Figure 4: Site Plan with 
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PLATES 
With Photographic Position Numbers in italics (geographically noted in Figure4) 

 

 
Plate 1, 7:  General view, looking southwest 

 
 
 

 
Plate 2, 10:  General view of the proposed stable area, looking northwest 
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Plate 3, 17: View of the southern cross ditch, looking east 

 
 
 

 
Plate 4, 18: Detail of the stratigraphy associated with the southern cross ditch as it continues beneath the 

eastern baulk, looking east 
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Plate 5, 22: Oblique view of the southern cross ditch with the inner ditch arrangement, 

looking southeast 
 
 
 

 
Plate 6, 24: Detailed view of the inner ditch arrangement, looking north 
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Appendix 1, The Brief (WYAAS) 
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APPENDIX 2: THE ARCHIVE 

PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER    B&W 35mm (Ilford Delta Professional) film and digital photographs 
@ 12Mp 

 

 
 
 
 
 
S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SMALL FIND REGISTER (all; are unstratified and were recovered with a metal detector) 
 

Item No. Description Material 
SF1 Bronze fragment possible blade with a central 

ridge on one side only (see Figure 5).  3.5 cm wide, 
2.5 cm long, max. thickness 1.1cm.  Condition 
good appears to have been historically broken 
reminiscent of a fragment of a founders hoard 

Cu alloy (bronze) 

SF2 Chisel blade with 4.9cms, 5.3cm long, max. thickness Fe (iron) 
SF3 Coin, cartwheel penny c. 1797 Cu alloy (bronze) 
SF4 Round button, 2.2cm diam. With anchor 

decoration in relief 
Cu alloy 

SF5 Ring, 0.8cm diam. With the motif ‘forget me not’ Cu alloy? 
 
NB Items SF1-5, to be retained by the client 

 

Position 
No. 

Film/ 
Frame 
Nos. Plate Description Looking  

1 -  General view of the start of the operation SE 
2 -  View of the exposed surface S 
3 -  View of exposed pit N 
4 1/36  General view NE 
5 1/35  General view of the proposed arena SE 
6 1/34  General view of the proposed arena W 
7 1/33 1 General view of the proposed arena SW 
8 1/32  General view of the proposed arena SE 
9 1/31  General view across the footprint of the proposed stable block SE 
10 1/30 2 General view across the footprint of the proposed stable block NW 
11 -  View of the cleaned surface (SE corner) NE 
12 -  View of the cleaned surface (SE corner) N 
13 -  Up cast of the SE corner used to cover the main N-S enclosure ditch NNE 
14 -  View of the freshly exposed internal ditches E 
15 1/29  Post-excavation view of the SE corner N 
16 1/28  Post-excavation view of the SE corner S 
17 1/27 3 View of the southern cross ditch E 
18 

1/26 4 
Detail of the stratigraphy associated with the southern cross ditch as it 
continues beneath the eastern baulk 

E 

19 1/25  View of the inner ditches W 
20 1/24  Oblique view of the SE corner SE 
21 1/23  Detailed view of the southern cross ditch E 
22 

1/22-1 5 
Oblique view of the southern cross ditch with the inner ditch 
arrangement 

SE 

23 1/20  View of the SE corner  SE 
24 1/19 6 Detailed view of the inner ditch arrangement N 


