Fig. 6.31: Late Roman edict for the preservation of the aqueducts from Bethlehem, Israel [Di
Segni 2002, fig. 8].

+DA(Gov1oc) Atviag GIAevTIA[pt]og KTHPOGLY, EyANU[T]TopsIY Kol YEmPYOLS: YIVO[G]KETE MG O
B1010T0C KOl VGEP[EGTTOC] SEGTOTNG OANG OTKOLUEVNG EOEMIGEY U1 EEELVALL TLVEL GITTO L€'

To(3DV) £€ EKATEPOL UEPOLS TOL LEPAYOYLOL KATA TOC BlaLg SIATAELS XL TOL EGM PEPT GTIPLY T
dortevety. Ei 8 11 TOUTO €MLY 1PNOT] TOINGAL, KEPOUALKTY DTOUEVL TILOPLALY KOL TO KTHHO 0UTOD dNUE
Otete. TO 88 HETPOV TOD TOSOG LTOTETAKTAL TOVTOLS TOIG TOTOLGH

‘Flavius Aeneas, silentiarius, to landlords, contractors and cultivators: know that the most
divine and most pious master of the whole world has decreed that within 15 feet from each
side of the aqueduct, according to the imperial dispositions, it is not permitted to anybody to
sow or plant on the inner sides. If anybody should try to do this, he will incur the death
penalty and the property will be confiscated. The measure of the foot is appended to this
decree.’
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