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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

ARCUS were commissioned by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, to carry
out a scheme of archaeological evaluation and mitigation fieldwork on land at the
junction of Market Street, Corporation Street and Domine Well Lane (Site 3: SK 4278
9280) and at the junction of Main Street and Market Street, (Site 5: SK 4268 9272).
The fieldwork consisted of seven trenches (1-7) undertaken in three separate phases
and a watching brief during piling and ground remediation to assess the
archaeological remains within the two sites.

In Site 3 a number of archaeological structures were uncovered that probably
related to buildings, roads and pathways which were likely to have been constructed
prior to 1774.

The earliest feature was a badly truncated north-west to south-east aligned stub of
stone wall foundation that does not align with structures that appear on the earliest
historic map of the area in 1774.

Several badly truncated features probably relate to the earliest cartographic evidence
available. The first of these were evidence of a possible road or pathway fence and
rutting that was possibly in yardage to the immediate east of the Nags head public
house. Other features such as a stone-lined drainage, cobbled road surface with
drainage channel, and brick surfaces and badly truncated walling which probably
relate to buildings and roads or pathways to the north of Domine Well Lane. This
building phase probably resulted in substantial terracing of the existing batter of the
eastern bank of the River Don.

The construction of the first market hall in 1879 involved severe demolition of the
previous buildings that occupied the site. At least ten brick pillars were constructed,
presumably to hold the cast iron roof columns for the market roof. Deposits of
industrial waste and re-deposited natural (presumably created during terracing
involved during this building phase) were laid to raise the ground level prior to the
construction of the market’s internal structures. A large sandstone wall at the west of
the site was constructed both as a revetment and as a foundation to the western
walling of the market. The fire at the market in 1888 left a fairly thick layer of
blackened material covering the site.

The second market hall built later that year involved cutting through the upper fire
blackened material and re-deposited natural to locate the 1879 pillars prior to the
market’s rebuild.

In Site 5 archaeological structures, probably relating to the public baths occupying
the site from the late 19" to late 20™ centuries, were identified at the base of the
trench towards its southern extent. The structures were sealed by demolition debris
and levelling for the modern car park. A greater depth of levelling material was
observed towards the northern extent of the trench, implying a greater level of
truncation in this part of the site. This probably resulted from the construction of a
modern bridge to the immediate north of the site. No structural or artefactual
evidence was found that could be associated with the Rotherham Old Pottery, or the
steel and iron foundry, which may have existed on part of the site from the late 18" to
the mid-19™ centuries.

ARCUS 943e.1(1) Final Archaeological Excavation Report, Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire
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2.1

INTRODUCTION

ARCUS were commissioned by Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council (RMBC) to
undertake archaeological evaluation and mitigation fieldwork as part of the
Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project. A requirement for archaeological
evaluation and mitigation was made by RMBC on the recommendations of the South
Yorkshire Archaeology Service (SYAS). This final excavation report combines the
results of all previous archaeological works undertaken and the watching brief
undertaken during piling and ground remediation. Phase 1 and 2 archaeological
evaluations at Sites 3 and 5 (Dransfield 2005; O'Neill 2005; Dransfield and O'Neill
2006) were followed by Phase 3 mitigation relating to a large sandstone wall at the
west of Site 3 (Dransfield 2007) and a watching brief undertaken during piling and
ground remediation at that site. All works were undertaken under the guidelines of
written schemes of investigation (O’'Neill 2006a and 2006b). This requirement was in
line with government guidance as set out in DOE Planning Guidance on Archaeology
and Planning (PPG 16 1990), and with Rotherham Unitary Development Plan Policy
ENV 2.

This final report summarises the results of the evaluation and mitigation works on
Sites 3and 5.

Site location and land use

Site 3, centred on SK 4278 9280, was located close to the centre of Rotherham on
the east bank of the River Don. The site was bounded to the north and west by
Market Street, to the east by Market Place and to the south by Domine Lane. Prior the
archaeological investigation the site was used as a car park.

Site 5, centred on SK 4268 9272, was a car park located at the junction of Main Street
and Market Street, on the eastern bank of the River Don.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The two sites lay within the historic core of Rotherham (lllustration 1) and recent
work in the vicinity of the High Street has demonstrated that deposits dating from the
medieval period survived in the general area. The archaeological background is
presented in a desk-based assessment (May 2004) and is summarised below:

Site 3

The area defined as Site 3 appears to have been used as a market place from the
medieval period onwards. Cartographic evidence allows an outline sequence of
buildings within the site, from the late 18" century, to be devised:

§ By 1774 a number of buildings and lanes or pathways were located to the
north of Domine Well Lane, between the Rotherham Pottery and The Sheep
Market location.

§ The Corn Exchange and Butter Market building was constructed in the 1820s.

8 In 1879 the Corn Exchange and many of the buildings to the north of Domine
Well lane were replaced by a covered market hall.

8 In 1888 the hall burnt down and was replaced by a new building.

ARCUS 943e.1(1) Final Archaeological Excavation Report, Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire
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3.1

8 The new market hall continued in use until 1971 when the markets were
relocated and the car park constructed.

The site may have contained St. Dominick’s Well, or Domine Well, known for its pure
water during the 19" century. The Rotherham Old Pottery, shown on a map of
Rotherham drawn in 1774 for the Earl of Effingham, was located to the west and may
have encroached onto the site. The pottery is believed to have ceased production
¢.1800.

Geotechnical investigations on the site had identified considerable made-ground
deposits to a depth of up to 6 metres below the current ground surface, and
extensive pottery waste deposits were noted on Site 4, adjacent to Site 3 (Atkins
Heritage 2005).

ARCUS undertook the excavation of four trial trenches (Trenches 2-4) on the site
during October and November 2005 as part of the Rotherham Waestgate
Demonstrator Project Phase 1 scheme (Dransfield 2005). A second phase of
investigations (Trench 5) followed at Site 3 to further investigate the surviving
archaeological deposits (Dransfield and O’Neill 2006). A third phase of mitigation
works (Trenches 6 and 7) were undertaken to examine the large stone wall at Site 3's
western extent (Dransfield 2007) and a watching brief was undertaken during the
piling and remediation works. A number of archaeological features were identified
which were interpreted as relating to the 19"-century market halls. In addition,
further structures, interpreted as pre-dating the market halls, were also identified
during these works.

Site 5

Site 5 was a car park within the historic core of Rotherham at the time of the
excavation. Something is known of the history of the area from documentary and map
regression research; however, little intrusive archaeological work had previously
been carried out. The site lies adjacent to the course of the river Don, intensively
utilised as a water source during the industrial period.

Cartographic evidence suggests that the Rotherham OId Pottery may have
encroached onto the northern part of the site by 1765. On a 1774 map two kilns and
the pottery works are visible adjacent to, and to the north-west of, Domine Well Lane.
The pottery closed in ¢.1800. A steel and iron foundry may have been constructed on
the site of the earlier pottery by 1825, but by 1888 this had been replaced by a public
baths and a small library. By 1937 the public baths covered the majority of the site and
is thought to have survived until demolition in the 1970s (Graham Hague, pers.
comm.).

Recent boreholes and pits on the site identified considerable made ground deposits
down to 6 metres in places. Extensive pottery waste deposits were noted in a
borehole on Site 4, to the north of Site 5 (Atkins Heritage 2005). ARCUS undertook an
evaluation (Trench 1) on the site to examine the surviving archaeology (O’Neill 2005).

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

Aims

The archaeological work had several aims. Phase 1 was a preliminary investigation of

ARCUS 943e.1(1) Final Archaeological Excavation Report, Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire
2



3.2

the archaeological preservation and a preliminary assessment of the surviving
remains. Phase 2, which followed, was an evaluation of the material recovered from
the Phase 1 at Site 3, to explore the interpretations made after that assessment. The
Phase 1 and 2 Investigations had several aims. The general aims of the trial trenching
were:

8 to determine the position, extent and degree of preservation of the
archaeological features identified by desk based research;

8§ to gather sufficient information to establish the character and date of
archaeological deposits within the areas examined, in particular for medieval
and post-medieval houses and gardens;

§ to provide information for the importance of the remains to be assessed in
relation to the non-statutory criteria set out in appendix 4 of PPG 16;

8 to provide information for the development of any further mitigation strategy
which may be necessary.

The specific aims of the evaluations were:
8 toinvestigate the development and exploitation of the River Don through time;

8 to investigate the potential for survival of medieval and earlier remains in the
River Don floodplain;

8 to investigate the relationship between domestic, industrial and craft working
spheres;

§ to investigate the social context of industrial Rotherham, through the growth
and decline of industry and craft skills;

8 to broaden the knowledge base and context of previous archaeological work
in Rotherham;

8 to investigate the potential of archaeological remains to a depth of around 6m
metres from the existing car park level.

The programme of the Phase 3 mitigation fieldwork investigation at Site 3 had a
number of general and more specific aims as mentioned above for Phases 1 and 2.
More specifically the works were to further determine the position, extent and
degree of preservation of archaeological features identified by the Phase 1 and 2
investigation.

The specific aims of the mitigation fieldwork were:

8 to investigate the survival of structures identified in Trench 4 and interpreted
as the western side of the market hall, but which may also potentially relate to
an earlier revetment or boundary wall;

8 to investigate the relationship of deposits to the east and west of the wall;
8 to investigate the potential for structures at a lower level to the west of the
wall.
Methodology

All fieldwork was carried out in accordance with the methodologies outlined in the
project designs produced by ARCUS (O'Neill 2006a, 2006b), with guidelines issued by
the Institute For Archaeologists (2008a-b) and English Heritage (1991, 2006) and with
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4.1

current industry best practice.

Phase 1 consisted of five evaluation trenches: Trench 1 in Site 5 (lllustration 2) and
Trenches 2-4 at Site 3 (lllustration 2).

Phase 2 (Trench 5) consisted of a reduction in the level of the surviving ground
surface to reveal the pillars of the market measuring at least 22.5m by 17.5m
(lllustration 2) and an L-shaped trench set within this to assess the deposits in
relation to the pillars and to examine any pre-market archaeology that may have
survived (lllustration 4).

The Phase 3 mitigation work consisted of two trenches (Trenches 6 and 7) to
examine the large sandstone wall at the west of Site 3 (lllustration 2) and the
deposits that related to that wall along with an assessment of any pre-market
archaeology that may have survived to the west of that wall.

A watching brief was undertaken during the piling and remediation ground-works.

RESULTS

The results from the various archaeological works here have been previously
reported on (Dransfield 2005; O'Neill 2005; Dransfield and O’Neill 2006; Dransfield
2007) on a trench/phase basis. This report will concentrate on the chronological
developments within the sites and will describe the findings in a more holistic and
narrative structure. This will allow the chronological and interpretive developments
on site to be understood more clearly.

Site 3

Site 3 has been broadly phased into five main sections. These broad phases are: the
natural geology, pre-market structures, the first 1879 market hall, the second 1888/9
market hall and post-market hall developments. Each section will start with a brief
summary simplifying the chronological developments and discussion within each
phase. This is then followed by a more comprehensive discussion of the
archaeological results. Contexts assigned to these trenches are defined between
squared brackets, for example [201, 302].

Natural Geology, Ground Slope and Landscaping
Summary

The site was located on the eastern bank of the River Don on the crest of the existing
eastern slope some 20m above the river. The underlying geology of the site was a
dark pink sandstone bedrock at a height of approximately 28m above Ordnance
Datum (AOD). This was overlain by 0.25m thick layer of soft clayey sand probably a
result of leaching from the above layer. Above this was a layer of degraded large
sandstone fragments in a clayey sand matrix which was some 0.8m thick.

Determination of the natural and anthropological landscaping was difficult and what
follows is an interpretation based on the various levels taken on and within the
natural during each phase. Levels taken indicated in a slope of some 0.26m from
south to north and a slope of some 4.78m from east to west over the site. It was likely
that the building works prior to 1774 connected to the public houses, the Rotherham
Old Pottery, various unknown buildings and the road and pathways associated with
these (lllustration 3) had probably altered the scarp of the original slope at that

ARCUS 943e.1(1) Final Archaeological Excavation Report, Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project,
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time. Some terracing of the area may have occurred during the construction of the
Corn Exchange and Buttery in 1820 (lllustration 3). Some terracing of the area was
also likely to have occurred during the construction of the market halls in 1879 and
1888 due to the quantity of re-deposited local natural in the made ground associated
with that phase of activity (see market hall phases 4.1.3/4 below).

Results

The natural geology within the footprint of Site 3 [216 and 1056] was a substantial
deposit of dark reddish pink weathered sandstone at least 0.8m deep consisting of
clay and frequent, medium to large angular inclusions of stone with an average level at
around 30.4m AOD. Below the weathered sandstone, at around 28.3m AOD within
Trench 5, was a layer of compacted soft sandstone approximately 0.25m thick, which
may have resulted by leaching from the layer above. Below this layer was the
sandstone bedrock. The lowest level achieved, as per the aims of the excavation, was
27.17m AOD (5.48m below the existing car park level) within the L-shaped sondage in
Trench 5 (lllustration 4). Although some pottery (Appendix 10.4) was located
within the upper deposit [216 and 1056], it was uncovered from on, or near the
surface and was likely to have been intrusive from the above layers and activities.

Levels were taken on the natural during Phases 1, 2, 3 and 4. A level taken on the top
of a rut in the natural in Trench 2 (lllustration 7) was at 31.24m AOD at the eastern
limit of the site. Throughout Trench 5, a number of levels were taken from plan and
section at the base of the L-shaped trench (lllustration 4). These recorded a slope
down of some 0.26m from south to north. They also recorded a slight slope from
west to east (against the natural slope to the River Don) of some 0.23m. This strongly
indicates that the area had been terraced at this location, probably to facilitate
building works associated with the pre-market hall structures. The difference
between the top of the natural of the western end of Trench 5 (30.1lm AOD) and a
level recorded at the base of wall [709] within Trench 7 (26.46m AOD) (extrapolated
from Illustration 15) further to the west measured 3.65m. A near drop of over 3.5m
over a distance of 10m (a c.1:3/33% gradient) suggests that wall [709] may have acted
as a terracing revetment as well as a building foundation wall. Results from the
watching brief suggest that this wall was built in a pre-existing void, which possibly
housed the tenements associated with the Rotherham Old Pottery and later Iron
Foundry (see 4.1.3 below). The total recordable slope from east to west was 4.78m
between Trenches 2 and 7 over a distance of ¢.32.5m (a c.1:7/14% gradient).

The excavations revealed that a large amount of demolition and landscaping had
taken place prior to the construction of the market halls. It is possible that the
landscaping may have taken place for building works associated with the pre-market
buildings shown on the 1774 and 1854 maps of the area (lllustration 3). The central
portion of the site, which contained the majority of the pre-market structures, was
on the whole fairly level and suggested that the area had been levelled to create a
relatively flat surface for the construction of the various buildings and highways. Later
truncation associated with the construction of the market halls cut through either
previously demolished buildings or associated demolition debris. After the structural
foundations of the market halls were completed the whole area was raised and
landscaped by deposits of degraded and re-deposited natural and industrial and
imported domestic (pottery) waste.

The slope of the natural to the west, towards the river, probably reflects the original
land surface, with the central portion uncovered within Trench 5 likely to have been
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terraced and levelled. Some further terracing may have occurred to the west of the
site, probably relating to the tenements associated with the pottery and later iron
foundry. The resultant void may have been later retained by a large sandstone wall,
which was constructed as foundation of the 1879 market hall. However, it must be
noted that the amount of building and demolition works associated with the Old Blue
Bell and Nags Head public houses and buildings to the north of Domine Well Lane,
together with the buildings to the west, the Rotherham Old Potteries and the later
iron and steel works and the Corn Exchange and Buttery (both early 19" century) to
the northeast and ground-works associated with the market hall itself, suggest that
the natural land in this site is likely to have been substantially altered over time.

Pre-1879 Market Archaeology

Several structures associated with pre-market hall phases were uncovered on the
site. A possible remnant road/pathway was uncovered in Trench 2. Trench 5
recovered early drainage, badly truncated walling along with brick and cobbled
surfaces and intrusive pits. These will be discussed below with reference to their
interpretive locations.

Path and roadway between Sheep Market/Corn Exchange and Buttery and
building range (A) associated with the public houses

Summary

Within Trench 2 evidence of a gully [223] and post [221] were suggestive of some form
of highway edging. This was subsequently reinforced by a line of edging or kerb
stones [218] and a gully, indicating possible rutting was uncovered just to the south of
this.

From overlaying the 1774 and 1854 historic maps with the excavation data, the ‘best fit’
suggests that the structures and deposits are located in what appears to be a
pathway just to the north of a range of east-west aligned buildings including The Nags
Head public house shown on the 1774 and 1854 OS maps (labelled A on lllustrations
5 and 6). It would appear that the survival of pre-market deposits and structures at
this location had been severely truncated by ground-works associated with the
construction of the 1879 market hall.

Results

Immediately above the natural layer [216/1056] within Trench 2 was a highly
compacted layer of pink clay [222]. Uncovered in a small intervention near the base of
the trench, its full extent and orientation were not fully understood. It seems likely to
have formed a hard, compacted surface, such as a pathway, road or yard surface.

Cutting through this surface, or impressed within it, was an east to west orientated
gully [223] 0.18m wide and 0.13m deep, which was slightly irregular in plan
(Illustration 7, Plate 1). With steep V-shaped sides and a rounded base, it was
thought to represent either a gully within the surface or a drainage channel between
the roadway and the path [222]. At the western exposed extent of gully [223] was a
post hole [224] which truncated its northern edge. Not visible in plan due to the
homogeneity of the overlying material [212], it measured 0.18m in diameter by 0.2m
deep, with stones at the sides and base forming post-packing material. It was
impossible to say with any certainty, but given its location in respect to gully [223] it
seemed likely to represent a fence post that was re-emphasising the line of the gully
and may indicate a later, more structural separation between the road and pathway.
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Some 0.5m just to the south of the gully [223] was another similar gully (see “rutting”
on lllustration 7) which has been interpreted as more rutting associated with usage
of the path surface. However, given its ‘best fit’ location along the line of the northern
walling of the range of buildings associated with the Nags Head public house this may
also be interpreted as the badly truncated remains of a possible wall cut.

Overlying and filling these deposits and features was a thick deposit 0.36m deep of
light grey brown clayey sand [212], possibly an occupation layer or trample
(lIllustrations 7 and 8c). Towards the upper 0.Im extent of this deposit, the level of
charcoal inclusions begin to increase. Pottery with a date range from 1720 to the late
18™/early 19™ century (Appendix 10.4) and a clay pipe bowl showing a velocipede or
‘bone shaker’ bicycle(Plate 2), giving a terminus post quem of 1863+, were found
within this deposit. The date for the pipe bowl is consistent with a pre-market (1879)
deposition in this deposit.

Deposit [227], which overlay [212], was a dark blackish-brown silty clay ¢.0.05m thick,
which contained a high proportion of charcoal and clinker inclusions. Set on edge
within deposits [212] and [227] were five sandstone slabs [221] in an east to west
orientated line at the southern edge of gully [223] (lllustrations 7 and 8c). The slabs
average size was 0.32m by 0.3m by 0.04m. The stones may represent the insertion of
boundary or kerb stones to re-establish the line or boundary of the road and path
(Continued in section 4.1.3).

Buildings (B and C) and associated drainage, road and pathway structures to
the west of the Sheep Market/Corn Exchange and Buttery

Summary

Within the arms of the L-shaped trench (Trench 5) of Phase 2, various pre-market
hall structures were identified. Firstly, a stone lined and capped drain [1110/1049] was
uncovered, which was possibly associated with a range of buildings which lay to the
north of the building block north of Domine Well Lane (see B on lllustrations 5 and
6). The drain was subsequently truncated by ground-works associated with the first
market hall pillar [1060]. Also uncovered was a heavily truncated wall [1079], which
possibly pre-dated any other structure in this location, and appears to have been
demolished prior to the ground-works associated with the structures evident on the
1774 and 1854 historic maps of the area. The wall was truncated by the construction
cut [1065] or demolition activity associated with the first market hall in 1879. A
cobbled surface [1070] and brick surfaces may have indicated the survival of a road
and path surface evident on the 1774 and 1854 historic maps of the area (see C on
lllustrations 5 and 6). The brick surfaces were later truncated by a sequence of pits
and drainage. A heavily truncated stub of walling [1090] may also have been related to
one of the buildings extant by 1774.

Results

Located to the south of, and below the first phase market brick pillar [1060] was a
linear cut [1110] measuring at least 2m long x 0.7m wide x 0.74m deep (lllustrations 4
and 9). Aligned roughly east to west, the cut had steep concave sides and a flattish
base. The fill [1111] was a dark grey sandy silt. This feature represented a continuation
of the stone-lined drain cut [1049] (Plate 3), which had been truncated at the top by
the 1879 market hall ground-works cut [1065]. The cut [L049] extended from the line
of [1110], where it had been disturbed by the 1879 market hall ground-works cut
[1065], to the east and the limit of excavation (lllustrations 4 and 10). The cut [1049]
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had a similar vertical sides and flat base, and was lined and capped with roughly
shaped sandstone blocks [1050], measuring on average 0.48m by 0.30m by 0.30m.
There was no sandstone at the base of the drain which was simply left as the flat
natural deposit. The void between the cut and the sandstone blocks was packed with
a light grey silty clay [1051] similar to that of [1111]. The subsequent silting within the
drain consisted of a light yellowish-green sandy silt [L055] which contained biscuit-
fired and slip-banded wares with a date range of mid-18" century to 19™ century.
These dates are acceptable ranges for a pre-1879 market build. The top of the
feature, however, was clearly truncated by cut [L065], suggesting the feature had
already partially silted up by the time the market was constructed in 1879. Cut
[1049/1110] is likely to be associated with the pre-market structures. From its location
within the site it is possible that the drainage was associated with a building (B)
shown on the 1774 and 1854 maps (See illustrations 5 and 6). No artefacts were
recovered from the deposit [L111].

Situated just to the north-east of brick pillar [1060] and sealing the drain [1049/1110]
were three deposits. These deposits probably relate to the demolition and
landscaping of the site prior to the construction of the first market hall in 1879. Above
the natural was a 0.5m (maximum) thick deposit of mid-yellowish-brown silty clay
[1057] with common angular fragments of sandstone. Overlaying this was a 0.Im thick
layer of mid-brown sandy silt [1058] and a 0.18m layer of fine demolition rubble [1059].
These layers are possibly the result of building demolition and trample, and may be
related to the demolition of buildings shown on the 1774 and 1854 maps (see
illustrations 5 and 6). These layers were subsequently truncated by a large pit [1067]
with steep sloping sides and a concave base, measuring approximately 2.2m in
diameter and 1.5m deep. Pit [1067] was filled by a greyish coarse sand with frequent
brick and mortar rubble, and some clinker, charcoal and stone inclusions [1066], and
probably represents the dumping of building demolition waste (lllustrations 4, 9 and
10).

Located 3.5m south of pillar [L060], a small heavily truncated stub of walling [1080]
was exposed in the centre of the trench, measuring c.1.72m x 0.49m x 0.12m (within
cut [1079] in lllustration 4). The wall was aligned northwest-southeast and was made
from fairly roughly hewn sandstone blocks. The wall was truncated at both ends and
did not extend beyond the section edges. Only the lower course had survived and the
construction cut [1079], which cut the natural [1056], was also badly truncated.
Though heavily truncated, the alignment indicates that the wall formed part of a
structure unrelated to later features. Its location in relation to the ‘best fit’ overlays
with historic maps of 1774 and 1854 is suggestive that this wall may have been the
southern wall of a building (B) depicted on those maps (see lllustrations 5 and 6).
However, the off-set alignment may indicate that the structure may have been the
slabbed base of a drain which may have connected to [1050] (above) or, possibly,
walling associated with a building of an earlier date than anything shown on those
maps. The fills sealing this structure indicated that the feature was demolished prior
to the laying of a later cobbled surface [1070] (see below) which was likely to have
related to the road and pathways associated with the 1774 and 1854 historic maps.
The overlying fill [1081] contained pottery dating from the early 18" to the mid to late
19™ century.

Overlying the whole trench in this area was a thin layer of black industrial clinker
[1071] unrelated to later made ground. The deposit contained pottery with a date
range from 1780 to the mid to late 19" century. Deposit [1071] was approximately 0.1m
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thick at the southern end of the trench, thinning towards the north. Deposit [L071]
appeared to form a bedding layer for a cobbled stone surface [1070] (lllustration 4).
Although heavily truncated, the cobbled surface appeared to be aligned north-south,
bowing towards the east and partially edged by larger squared stone blocks, forming
a drainage channel aligned north-south (Plate 4). The southern extent of the cobbled
surface did not continue into the extended trench area and was truncated by drain
cut [1092] at its southern extent. Possible disturbance was also created by the
construction cut [1045/1065] of the market hall in 1879. From its location the cobbled
surface does appear to tie in with the location of a road or wide pathway separating
two blocks of buildings which were located to the west of the Corn Exchange and
Buttery on the 1854 historic map (see B and C on Illlustration 6).

A number of structures were exposed to the west of the cobbled surface [1070]
(lIllustration 4). The first of these were a series of brick surfaces [L084], [1086] and
[1106] with a cut [1083]. These structures were likely to be the badly truncated
remains of a single brick surface (Plate 5). Structure [1084], which consisted of a
single course of red brick at least Im in length with a maximum width of 0.3m, was
situated within a heavily truncated or shallow cut [1083]. Laid on top of surface [1084]
were two squared rectangular sandstone blocks [1085] on the same alignment.
Mortar on top of these blocks suggests at least another course existed on top of
them. It is unclear what function these served and they were interpreted as a possible
pillar support or low, ornamental wall standing upon the brick surface. However, the
structure is on the same alignment as the cobbled surface [L070] and it is suggested
that the sandstone blocks [1085] form a boundary between the cobbled surface to the
east and the brick surface to the west. Given the ‘best fit’ location in relation to the
1854 historic map it is possible to suggest that the surface between buildings B and C,
the Corn Exchange and Buttery and even to the north of the public houses (A) may
have been cobbled (lllustration 6) and that the area between buildings B and C may
have been a brick surface delineated by a small sandstone wall, kerbing, or the pillar
of an archway.

To the west of brick structures [1084] were more substantial flat brick surfaces
(Illustration 4). The first of these, [1086], measured at least 1.6m x 0.7m and one
course thick. It is probable that both [1086] and [1084] were part of the same surface
subsequently truncated by pits [L087, 1102 and 1104]. To the west was another flat
brick surface [1106] consisting of one course of re-used hand-made bricks warped by
uneven firing. The upper surface of the bricks indicated no evidence of mortar
suggesting only one course was ever laid. The bricks were set upon the natural
surface [1056], which had been levelled as a flat flooring or surface.

The brick structures had been truncated by a series of features (lllustration 4). The
first of these was a small oval pit [1102] measuring 0.76m x 0.55m x 0.2m deep with a
light reddish brown silty clay fill [1103] which truncated brick structures [1086 and
1106]. Pottery and clay pipe stems found within deposit [1103] consisted of material
with a date range between 1640 and 1780 (Appendix 10.5). Pit [1102] was further
truncated by a small post hole [1104] measuring 0.35m in diameter and 0.28m deep
which was filled by an archaeologically sterile greyish-black industrial clinker [1105].
Further truncation by shallow pit [1099], which contained some mortar rubble [1100],
appeared to have removed the bricks of both [1086] and [1106] to the south and to
truncate the western part of drain [1092]. A larger pit [1087] truncated brick
structures [1086 and 1084]. Pit [1087] measured 0.98m x 0.84m x 0.52m, and was filled
by a loose greyish-black industrial clinker [1088] containing pottery dating from the
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4.1.3

18™ and 19™ centuries and three clay pipe stems that refine this date range to 1780-
1850 (see Appendix 10.4).

Also to the west of the cobbled surface [1070] was a 1.Im long remnant of possible
walling [1090] within construction cut [1089], cutting into the natural. Wall [1090]
consisted of one course of un-frogged, unevenly pressed bricks, two skins thick and
orientated north-south. It has to be noted that the alignment of this wall was north-
south whilst the alignment of the bricks in the floor surface to the north were
oriented slightly NNE-SSW. The northern end of [1090] was truncated by a drain cut
[1092] which effectively separated any relationship between this wall and the brick
surfaces to the north (lllustration 4). Wall [1090] was also truncated at the southern
end by a brick pillar [1108 — underlying 1034/5] and the surviving remnant ran
underneath this pillar (Illustration 11, Plate 7). A deposit of demolition rubble [1091]
lay to the west of wall [1090], overlying a layer of trample [1094]. Deposit [1094] may
have been formed during the construction of the first market hall. This was in turn
overlain by deposit [L095] containing pottery with a wide date range, from 1780 to the
mid to late 19™ century (Appendix 10.4). The foundation for brick pillar [1108]
appeared to be within this deposit. It is possible that this deposit was laid as part of
the first market hall construction, possibly to raise the foundation level of this pillar to
the same levels as other pillars (i.e. [L060]). The ‘best fit’ location of wall [L090] is
highly suggestive that this structure formed part of the eastern walling of building C
(Illustration 6); however, some caution must be exercised due to the slight
misalignment between the brick structures and the margin of error evident in the
overlay of our data with the historic maps.

1879 Market Hall
Summary

The first market hall appears to have followed a major re-working and landscaping of
the area. The paucity in the level of survival of the pre-market archaeology suggests
that the buildings shown on the 1774/1854 historic plans (lllustration 3) were heavily
demolished and that some of the material from that demolition was spread about to
the north (Trench 5) and south-east of the area (Trench 2). Construction cuts were
evident in Trench 5 showing that the market’'s construction cut through the earlier
demolition debris. This effective levelling of the site was followed by the construction
of a series of at least 15 (probably more — see 4.1.4 below) brick columns which would
have formed the support for the roof of the original market.

The ground level was raised up by at least 1.75m at the eastern end of the site and
2.4m to the west by a series of dumps of material from degraded limestone deposits
to black imported industrial wastes (clinker), and re-deposited pinkish sandstone
natural with a compacted flat pinkish sandy clay of re-deposited natural as a floor
layering. The greater depth to the west was presumably due to the result of a
combination of the natural gradient and previous terracing, possibly connected to the
construction of the tenements associated with the pottery and later iron foundry. A
large buttressed sandstone wall, to a maximum depth of some 5.22m, was
constructed to retain this material and was used as a foundation of the western
market hall wall. The deposits and the upper limits of the large sandstone wall were
subsequently cut through for the construction of drainage associated with the first
market hall in 1879. The final event associated with the first market hall appeared to
be a thin blackened layer which has been interpreted as the fire episode of 1888 prior
to the re-construction of the market hall later that year.
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Note on the large sandstone wall and associated structures at site west

Over the course of the excavations, the large north-south aligned sandstone wall at
the west of the site has proved difficult to interpret. The previous reports (Dransfield
2005, Dransfield and O'Neill 2006, Dransfield 2007) have interpreted the wall as a
pre-market hall structure which was utilised as a foundation of the brick walled
market hall in 1879. In the light of recent work by the ARCUS Geomatics team and the
author to align the archaeological survey data with the 1774, 1854 and 1888 historic
maps and to align these maps with current OS data, as well as additional information
retrieved from the watching brief, we have reinterpreted the wall's function and date.
The geomatic work involved the overlay of the historic maps to the current OS data
and tying in the archaeological data to these (archaeological data is based on current
OS datum points) as well as the overlaying of archaeological structures to fit
structural elements on the historic maps to achieve a ‘best fit’. The 1854 and 1888 OS
maps tie in almost exactly with the modern OS data, so we can assume that these
editions are fairly accurate. The overlaid information presented on (lllustration 5, 6
(D) and 12) is based on this work and the decision to overlay the archaeological data
to the maps rather than the structures on the maps was taken due to the accuracy of
the map data in relation to current OS material.

Although there is some discrepancy between the wall’'s location between the 1774 and
1854 OS historic maps (lllustrations 5 and 6), it is quite clear that the wall, as it
existed, would have laid across the roadway leading down to the pottery and later
iron foundry or would have extended into the burgage plots or later slaughter houses
to the northwest of the site. The wall's alignment relating to the 1774 map seems to
run in the same alignment as the eastern walling associated with the tenements of the
pottery and later iron foundry. An attempt to overlay the walls resulted in the rest of
the street alignments to skew to such a degree that this interpretation became
untenable. Further consideration was given to the possibility that the wall was
composed from several of the pre-existing structures and that the gaps between
these were effectively blocked up with sandstone walling. However, none of the
trenching exposed any obvious connections and the exact match with the western
wall of the market hall (Illustration 12) was so exact that the following interpretation
was deemed to be the most likely.

What follows is a re-interpretation based on this new work with information we have
gleaned from the watching brief undertaken during the recent ground remediation
and piling.

Overview

At the western limit of excavation, Trenches 4, 6, 7 (lllustration 2) and the watching
brief uncovered sections of a large north-south aligned sandstone wall [409, 611, 709,
1231, 1235] which was assumed to be a single continuous build. Other brick and
sandstone structures associated with that wall were also uncovered (Plate 8). The
total length of the wall recovered from the excavations measured over 30m. The total
width was 1.Im and the wall was 5.22m high.

The watching brief also uncovered an earlier, 1.55m wide, east-west orientated wall
[1236] which was first in the sequence. This has been interpreted as the basal
elements of a buttress supporting the north-south sandstone wall. The deposits at
the base were a black industrial clinker and ash which was among the first layers of
material imported to raise the ground level of the first market hall. This was followed
by the construction of the north-south wall which was butted against the north [1231]
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and south [1235] faces of the lower elements of the buttress. As the wall and buttress
increased in height the two separate elements of the north-south wall were keyed
together [611, 709] with the buttress as it narrowed [710] towards the top.

As the wall has been re-phased, discussion of the results will be included within the
trenching phase to which they belong.

Results
Trench 2

Overlying and sealing the pre-market hall features in Phase 1 were a series of dumped
layers of ground make-up forming a substantial increase of c.1.75m in the height of
the ground level at this location. The first of these was a thin layer of large, flat
sandstone rocks [218] laid irregularly on their sides and present throughout the
trench at this level. It seems likely that this material represents an attempt to
consolidate the soft ground surface [212/227] before the majority of made ground
was laid (Illustration 7).

Above this layer was a thin deposit of degraded limestone [226], 0.02m thick, similar
to deposits [332] and [333] in Trench 3 and [412] in Trench 4, which was thicker
towards the north side of the trench. Above [226] was a layer, at least 0.18m thick, of
coarse rubble [211], which on further examination appeared to butt to the south
against deposit [212] and possibly represents in-situ demolition of a brick structure,
possibly one of the buildings visible near to the inns on the 1854 OS map (lllustration
3). Above [211] was a 0.2m thick layer of dark brownish-grey clayey silt [225] with
streaks of whitish mortar, possibly lime, which was overlain by a brick, chalk, stone,
coke and ash layer [210], varying between 0.02m and 0.2m thick (lllustration 8),
which included some pottery, glass and oyster shells.

Deposit [210] was in turn overlain by a Im thick layer of dark reddish-brown sandy
clay [205] with frequent medium and large angular sandstone stones (lllustration 8).
This layer was homogeneous in make-up and thought to be similar to deposits [334]
and [411] in Trenches 3 and 4 respectively. The deposit appeared to form the major
component in the ground make-up at Site 3, probably a major foundation deposit
used in the construction of the market of 1879. Pottery found within this deposit
suggests a mid to late 19™-century date for the material (Appendix 10.4).

Trench 3

The earliest archaeological feature in Trench 3 was one of the substantial brick pillars
[327] relating to the first and second market halls, which was uncovered in the west-
facing section at the base of the trench (lllustration 13a). The structure measured a
total of 1.08m in width by 1.5m in height. The structure was left in-situ within the
section, but it is known from later works that this was in fact squared in plan. A
minimum number of 17 courses in a stretcher bond, the upper course being headers,
were evident. The bricks themselves varied in size from 23.5cm x 10.5cm x 6cm to
22cm x 10cm x 4.75cm and were bonded by a mortar of dark brown sandy material
with occasional small CBM fragments, charcoal and rare lime flecks. A thin skin of
pink plaster and paint covered the majority of the wall which must have been applied
prior to deposition of the made ground. It is now understood that the lower portion
of the brick pillar actually represents brick pillars of the first market hall in 1879, and
the upper portion represents the raised second pillar in 1888/9. It is suspected that
the cut originally assigned as the 1888/9 market hall construction cut [343] extended
further down into the area labelled as “heavily disturbed” on (lllustration 13a).
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Above this cut is a portion of the brick column which is probably related to the
addition of raised piers noted on the original architects drawings (Plate 6).

No cut or original ground surface was uncovered at the base of the trench in relation
to this feature. This implies that the overall ground surface prior to this phase was
lower than that of the later market halls. The deposits seen in section (lllustration
13a) abutted this structure indicating that the deposits were laid after the
construction of the lower portion of the brick pillar.

The next phase was represented by a number of purposefully layered deposits (see
lllustrations 13a and 14) which raised the ground level by at least 2.40m; the
excavation was halted at the 3m depth required in the original specification. In
sequence these deposits were: a layer of industrial waste [328] containing pottery in
the date range 1720 to the mid to late 19" century (Appendix 10.4); a dumped layer
of CBM rubble with leached cess-like material [350]; a layer of olive green cess-like
material [329] with pottery of a similar date range to [328]; a thin layer of industrial
waste [330]; a dumped layer of CBM rubble [331]; two truncated ashy degraded
limestone layers [332] and [333], again with a similar date range of pottery to the
deposits below these; a thick layer 0.77m deep of mid-red silty clay [334] with
frequent large angular sandstones similar to layers [205] and [411] in Trenches 2 and 4;
a very thin layer 0.05m deep of industrial waste in silt [335]; a levelling layer of sand
[336] and sandstone rubble [337], below the 0.10m thick heavily compacted pinkish
sand/sandstone layer [338] at the top of this sequence. Layer [338] was interpreted as
the floor surface which related to the first 1879 market hall build.

Deposit [338] covered most of the trench, its upper surface was highly compacted
and flat, probably forming a hard floor surface onto which wall [312] was laid. Wall
[312] (lllustration 22, Plate 9) was evident in the northern limit of excavation roughly
in the centre of the trench. The wall appeared to have been truncated at the top for
some 4m to the south of this, possibly due to the works involved in the construction
of the later walls [308], [317] and [321], and was extant again throughout the remainder
of the trench (lllustration 22). The wall was quite clearly cement bonded [313] to the
top of surface [338]. It was two skins thick and used both stretcher and header
bonding in its construction. It was made from a diverse range of frogged and
unfrogged bricks both hand-made and industrially pressed, suggesting the re-use of
brick from earlier structures. The frogged brick used also matched the type used in
wall [404] in Trench 4. Due to the insubstantial build of this wall it was interpreted as
an internal non-load bearing wall or spatial division. A continuation of this wall [1013]
was uncovered in Trench 5 further to the south of its location in Trench 3. Wall [1013]
continued south for a further 3m where it dog-legged slightly to the south-west for
Im towards sandstone pillar [1116] (Illustration 23, Plate 10). The wall may have been
truncated by the insertion of pillar [1116] which substantiates its interpretation as a
first phase market. A second substantive factor for its first phase interpretation is the
fact that the walling heads between the later entrance ([308 and 321] — see below) of
the second market hall.

Trench 4

The earliest archaeological structure uncovered within Trench 4 was the large north-
south sandstone wall [409] (lllustration 15, Plate 11). The wall measured at least 3.2m
long by 3.05m in height and was located at the eastern extent of the trench, making
further machining in that direction impractical. The wall ran north-south and was
built from fairly roughly hewn sandstone blocks measuring on average approximately
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0.3m x 0.16m x 0.17m and bonded with a light brown mortar containing flecks of
charcoal and chunks of lime. Later retouching of the bond consisted of a dark brown
sandy mortar containing flecks of CBM and charcoal. Eighteen courses were evident
although the full depth of the wall was not uncovered. No cut was visible, implying
that a lower contemporary ground surface or terracing and series of made ground
deposits associated with the 1879 market hall were overlying and butted against this.

A small sondage c.0.7m deep was placed at the base of the trench against wall [409] to
uncover its contemporaneous ground surface. This was not uncovered at this depth,
some 3.7m depth from the car park surface. A secondary phase was represented by a
series of layers of made ground measuring at least 0.53m in depth (lllustrations 15).
The first of these encountered was a partially excavated 0.15m thick layer of mid-
greenish-brown sandy silt [414] containing 19™-century pottery (Appendix 10.4).
Above this lay a 0.33m thick layer of industrial waste [413] with a very compact upper
0.20m appearing to form a foundation surface for a stub of heavily truncated walling
[410] (lllustration 16). The wall, measuring 0.52m by 0.49m by 0.48m and using a
mixture of frogged and unfrogged bricks, was set perpendicular to wall [409], possibly
extending to the west of that wall. The two walls were not keyed together and
unfortunately not enough of the feature survived to provide any further information
regarding its provenance.

Sealing wall [409] within Trench 4, was a 0.17m thick deposit of fine crushed or
degraded limestone [412]. Similar deposits [218], [332] and [333] were uncovered in
Trenches 2 and 3 respectively. The majority of the made ground in this phase
consisted of a fairly homogeneous series of tips sloping down from west to east, of
reddish sandy grit with frequent large angular lumps of sandstone [411] within which a
considerable dump of pot and pottery wasters was uncovered (lower lens within
deposit [411]). The pottery ranged in date from c.1720 to the mid to late 19™ century
(Appendix 10.4). Finally, a 0.24m thick deposit of mixed CBM and stone rubble layer
[417] represented levelling of the area.

The upper extent of the sandstone wall [409] was truncated in places by a series of
drainage and pipe-trench cuts represented by cut [419], brickwork around pipe [418]
and trench backfill [420] (Illustration 15). The insertion of drainage may have taken
place immediately prior to the construction of wall [403], as this wall was still intact
above the drainage cuts at the top of wall [409]. Cut [418] clearly truncated layer [411],
suggesting that the made ground was fully laid prior to the commencement of
drainage works.

A brick wall [403] was laid on top of the existing sandstone wall [409]. From Trenches
6 and 7 (see below) we know that this brick walling extends along the top of the
entire length of the sandstone wall for some 30m before returning to the east to form
the northern boundary wall of the 1879 market hall. Within Trench 4, wall [403],
measured at least 2.4m long by 0.73m wide by 0.63m in depth, was four skins thick
and made from plain, unfrogged hand-made bricks measuring 24cm x 12cm X 7cm
bonded with a dark grey sandy mortar with flecks of lime and charcoal (lllustration
15). It must be pointed out here that the relationship between this wall and the
sequence of made ground in phase 2 is not fully provable. Any physical relationship
between the two was truncated by the later addition of the bricks of the later outer
skin [404]. However, the survival of the brickwork after the insertion of drainage cut
[419] would imply that construction of this wall occurred after the made ground
phase.
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Trench 5

The construction cut for the first market hall in 1879 was uncovered in Trench 5.
Truncating pit fill [1066] at the north of the site was a cut [L045/1065] approximately
1.Im deep (lllustrations 9 and 10). Cut [1045/1065] also appeared to extend
southward, probably beyond pillar [1108], truncating the pre-market drain [1110], wall
[1080], cobbles [1070] and possibly also brick surfaces [1090], [1084], [1085], [1086] and
[1100] (lllustration 4). The backfill to the north of pillar [L060] was a dark brown
sandy silt [1064]. A dump of mid grey silty clay with frequent brick rubble [1046] was
visible to the east of [1064]. It is possible that the backfilling occurred once the made
ground was deposited, to fill any voids left after that deposition. It is suggested that
this cut represents a construction cut for the first market hall in 1879.

At the base of cut [1045/1065], two brick pillars [L060] and [1L08] were constructed
upon foundations consisting of flattish sandstone slabs [L061] varying considerably in
dimensions but with an average thickness of 0.Im (lllustrations 9 and 11). Pillar
[1060] (Plate 12) measured around 1.03m wide by 1.26m high, and consisted of 13
courses in a predominantly stretcher bond with a cemented brownish grey sandy
mortar containing shell inclusions. The bricks were hand made, unfrogged and
measured on average 24cm by 10cm by 6cm. Pillar [1108] measured 1.08m wide by
0.80m high. It consisted of ten courses of brick with a form and bonding similar to
that of [1060]. Both pillars were only partially exposed but appeared square in plan.
The pillars may have formed the foundation bases or supports for the pillars of the
first market hall. Pillar [1060] directly underlies sandstone block [1025] in plan. Pillar
[1108] directly underlies sandstone block [1034] in plan.

After the construction of the brick pillars the whole area was backfilled with several
discreet levelling layers which butted up against the pillar bases (lllustrations 9 and
11). These layers appeared to have been dumped into the excavated area from the
north end. The initial layers petered out towards the south approximately 4m from
pillar [1060] and are overlain by a second series of dumped layers. Within the first
series of layers, the earliest deposit was a light red-brown silty clay with frequent
small sandstone fragments [1069/1047/1082]. Overlying this deposit were:

§ a0.58m (max) thick deposit of blackish brown mixed industrial waste [1068];
8 a0.12m thick layer of light yellow-brown silty clay [1048];

8 a0.22m (max) layer of black industrial clinker [1052];
§

a 0.30m (max) thick deposit of mottled greyish-brown/pink sandy silt with a
high proportion of industrial clinker [1053/1098].

The deposits were also truncated by drain [L078], filled by [1072], which contained
pottery dating from 1780 to the late 19™ century, and a pit [1099], which measured
approximately 1.3m in diameter and Im deep. Pit [1099] was filled by mortar and
fragments of brick rubble [1100]. The second series of dumped deposits continued
south of the first series of layers and butted against pillar [1108]. These deposits
(lllustration 11) consisted of:

8 asmall dump of angular stones in brownish-grey clay [L077];

8 a 0.15m [max) layer of dark blackish industrial clinker and ash within a sandy
clay matrix [1O75];

§ adump of un-worked sandstone slabs in clayey sand [1074];
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8 a0.2m thick layer of re-deposited pink degraded sandstone natural [1076];

8 a 0.3m thick layer of creamy silty ash which dipped down to the west overlain
by a 0.14m thick layer of light yellow-brown sandy silt [1112];

§ a 0.55m deposit of dark yellowish-brown silt [1113] which filled the resultant
hollow.

All of these deposits were then overlain by a thick deposit of pinkish-red sandy clay
with angular sandstone fragments [1023/1054], interpreted as re-deposited natural,
with an average thickness of 0.64m. The upper portion of this deposit was heavily
compacted, forming a possible floor surface. This was interpreted as flooring
connected to the first market hall.

Sealing these deposits over most of the site was a 0.06m to 0.Im thick deposit of
charcoal and ash mixed with black industrial clinker [1022], which is interpreted as
the possible debris connected to the 1888 fire.

Trench 6

In Trench 6 (lllustrations 2 and 17) the north-south sandstone wall was uncovered
and numbered [611]. It was orientated north-south and exposed for a length of
approximately 2.3m (Plate 13). Wall [611] was constructed from fairly roughly hewn,
squared blocks of sandstone with some tool marks visible in the stones of the
exposed face. The size of the blocks varied, but had a minimum size of 0.07m x 0.06m
to 0.7m x 0.11m. These were laid in five, uneven courses measuring at least 0.55m high
(Illustration 18). A layer of flat sandstone slabs were laid on top of the sandstone
wall. The same inner brick walling uncovered in Trench 4 (numbered [608] here) was
found to extend along the length of the site and measured 0.49m wide. It was
constructed from red-hand made unfrogged bricks which measured 24.5cm x 11.5cm
X 6.5cm on average. The wall was visible in plan, situated between the two outer skins
of [607] and [708]. No clear bonding pattern could be ascertained, but the bonding
material was a thick, dark grey, fine sandy mortar. Most of the bricks were laid on bed
(Plate 14).

Trench 7

In Trench 7 (lllustrations 2 and 17), the earliest feature was a large dressed
sandstone block [711] measuring 1.0m x 0.2m x 0.2m thick, which was exposed at the
base of the sondage against the large north-south sandstone wall [709] at the west of
the site (lllustration 19). This was orientated north-south and extended 0.2m from
the west edge of the base of wall [709]. Block [71l] appeared to be the offset
foundation of wall [709]. Both of these structures were interpreted as representing
the earliest phase of activity in this trench.

The west face of wall [709] had an exposed length of 3m (Plate 15) and was seen to be
5.22m high and 0.74m wide (lllustration 19). Wall [709] was constructed from
dressed sandstone blocks with occasional visible tool marks on the exterior faces.
The constituent blocks varied in size from 0.06m x 0.06m to 0.5m x 0.3m and were
laid in uneven courses, bonded by a soft, red-coloured, friable mortar with charcoal
and lime inclusions. This had been re-touched in places by a later blackish-coloured
ash mortar. Wall [709] was aligned north-south and was interpreted as a continuation
of wall [409/611] exposed in Trenches 4 and 6. There was no evidence of any cessation
in the bonding of the wall in the length that was exposed.

Another sandstone wall [710] was orientated east-west and appeared to be keyed into
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wall [709]'s western face at its eastern end (lllustrations 17 and 20, Plate 15). Wall
[710] measured 3.0m long by 0.5m wide by 3.0m long and was constructed from
similar dressed sandstone blocks to those seen in wall [709]. Again, these were laid in
uneven courses, though in this structure the constituents were bonded by a thickly-
laid greyish-brown-coloured mortar which was soft to the touch. Following the
watching brief it was quite clear that the wall directly overlaid a substantially wider
east-west aligned sandstone wall [1236], which it may have utilized as a foundation
(see the watching brief results below). The wall may have had an inclined slope at the
western extent. Wall [710] had been truncated at the top. This truncation possibly
occurred as a result of the construction works associated with the reconstruction of
the market hall after the fire of 1888. The deposits that abutted walls [709 and 710]
often appeared to be tipped, indicating a rapid process of in-filling. The date range of
the artefacts recovered from these made-ground deposits, mainly pottery and clay
pipe, is fairly narrow. The analysis (Appendices 10.4 and 10.5) indicates a date of the
mid to late 19" century for the deposition of these deposits, which is consistent with
the construction of the first market hall in 1879. It is likely that wall [710/1236] formed
a supporting buttress to the large north-south revetment/foundation wall at the west
of the site.

At the western side of the sandstone wall a series of made-ground deposits butting
against both walls [709] and [710] were identified. These deposits covered the full area
Trench 7 and the following sequence (from highest to lowest) was identified
(lllustrations 19 and 20):

8 a layer of clinker within a mixed greyish/brownish-black-coloured silt matrix
[721], 0.25m thick, containing pottery dating from the mid to late 19" century
and clay pipe dating from between 1870 and 1920. Overlying;

8 alayer of re-deposited dark reddish-pink natural silty clay [720], 0.95m thick,
containing large-sized, sub-angular sandstone fragments. Overlying;

§ a very dark orange-brownish-black industrial clinker [719], 0.3m thick, with
rare amounts of pottery, stone fragments and clay lumps. Overlying;

8 alight greenish-yellow coarse-grained gritty silt [718], 0.78m thick, containing
flecks of degraded lime and charcoal and large-sized limestone fragments.
Overlying;

8 alayer of light greenish-yellow-coloured crushed lime [717], 0.06m thick, with
occasional flecks of charcoal and large-sized limestone fragments. Overlying;

8 an interdigitating layer [716], 1.25m thick, of orange-brown silty sand [716], with
burnt stone and ceramic building material, a soft, rich, brown sandy silt with
lenses of orange-brown coarse-grained sand and degraded yellowish-white
limestone and clinker. Overlying;

§ alayer of black clinker [715], 0.3m thick, containing mid and late 19"-century
pottery. Overlying;

§ alayer of yellowish-white clayey silt [714], 0.2m thick, with frequent amounts
of small-sized, sub-angular lumps of limestone and rare amounts of CBM and
stone fragments. Overlying;

8 a layer of dark brown loosely compacted silty sand [713], 0.08m-0.32m thick,
with frequent amounts of clinker and containing pottery dating from the mid-
late 19™ century and clay pipe dating from between 1870 and 1920. Overlying:
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§ a layer of mid-yellowish-brown silty sand [712], 0.42m thick, containing
frequent amounts of large-sized sandstone fragments and rubble. Pottery
recovered from this layer included sherds dating from 18™ century vessels
and Bone China attributed to the mid to late 19" century.

All of the deposits exposed butted up against both [709] and [710] and no construction
cut for either wall was identified. These deposits were interpreted as being
associated with the first market hall, with deposit [721] being the residue of its
destruction by fire in 1888.

Within Trench 7, the same inner brick wall [707], was built directly on, and bonded to
the sandstone wall [709] (lllustration 19). The wall [707] was aligned north-south and
extended across the length of the site. The wall measured 0.5m wide by 0.66m high
(Plate 14). The bricks were hand-made, unfrogged, measuring 23.5cm x 11.5cm x
6.5cm, bonded in a row of headers and two rows of stretchers (where visible) by a
dark grey ashy mortar.

Watching Brief

The data from the watching brief was overlaid with the data from the previous
excavations and a very good fit in the data was achieved (lllustration 21). The
watching brief also revealed an east-west aligned sandstone structure [1236]
underlying the major north-west wall (Plate 16). The structure measured 6.2m long
by 1.55m wide and was faced with dressed blocks externally with a core of sandstone
rubble within. The wall was built on an offset foundation of sandstone which extended
0.Im beyond the upper portion of the wall. The wall extended beyond the western
limits of the site, where it was truncated by the modern piling. The eastern limit of the
walling was faced by dressed blocks, suggesting that this was the wall's terminus. The
function of this structure was unclear, but it was clearly substantial. The structure
was unlikely to form part of the walling of a building as there was no evidence of a
return wall at its eastern extent. It is now understood that the structure probably
formed the lower offset part of a buttress below wall [710] uncovered in Trench 7, and
that the wall may have a role in the terracing, revetting or landscaping of the area
prior to the building of the market hall in 1879. It is important to note that the
deposits to the east of the terminus of wall [1236] were a mixture of black industrial
clinker and grey ash that extended well beyond the terminus of the wall (Plate 16).
No cut was visible through these deposits and we know from Trenches 6 and 7 that
the deposits related to the first market hall built in 1879. This suggests that both of
the walls were constructed within a pre-existing void. From their location with regard
to the 1774 and 1854 historic maps (see D on lllustrations 5 and 6), it is suggested
that this area housed the tenements associated with the Rotherham OId Pottery and
the later Iron Foundry as well as a block of buildings immediately to the east.

The watching brief also revealed that the initial building programme of the major
north-south aligned sandstone wall (here [1231 and 1235]) was begun after the
buttress support [1236] and that the lower portion of the large north-south sandstone
wall abutted the base of the structure [1236]. Wall [1231] was built to the north of
structure [1236] whilst [1235] was built to the south. It is important to note that in this
location, the upper portions of the major north-south sandstone wall uncovered in
Trenches 6 and 7 [611, 709] were continuous single-phased builds (lllustrations 18
and 19) and that this wall was also keyed into wall [710]. This implies that the base of
the major north-south sandstone wall [1231 and 1235] had been built butting against
the earlier structure [1236] and that the two structures were keyed together [611, 709
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and 710] above the level of the lower offset portion of [1236].

1888/9 Market Hall
Summary

Following the fire episode of 1888 (Plate 17) we see a number of activities and
structures associated with the construction of the second market hall later that year.
We know that a national competition was held to re-design the market after the fire.
This competition was won by the architect Archibald Neill of Leeds with the
contractor named as Mr. Wortley of Doncaster (Schmiechen and Carls 1999). The
archaeology relating to this episode can be divided into three main events. Firstly, the
construction cut for raising the height of the old brick piers can be identified cutting
through the first market hall burning episode layer (Trenches 3 and 5). This is
followed by the addition of further brick columns topped by sandstone blocks built
on top of the first market hall brick column supports (Trenches 3 and 5). Secondly,
the area was then filled by a predominantly pinkish, degraded re-deposited natural
sandstone with other deposits (Trenches 2-7). Thirdly, the upper deposit was
truncated by a series of major ground-works associated with drainage for the
market. A number of structures, such as the probable internal arched corners of a
shop unit at the south-east corner of the market (Trench 2), an entrance way on the
north side of the market (Trench 3), the re-facing of the existing wall on the western
side (Trenches 4, 6 and 7) and two further shop units, have also been identified.
During the watching brief structures were uncovered that may be associated with the
main towered eastern entrance facing Market Place, and also walling at the market
hall's north eastern corner.

Results
Trench 2

Within Trench 2, sealing the 1888/9 market hall fire debris deposit [210], was a Im
thick layer of dark reddish brown sandy clay [205] with frequent medium and large
angular sandstone stones. This layer was homogeneous in make-up and thought to be
similar to deposits [318/340] and [411] in Trenches 3 and 4 respectively (lllustration
8a and b). The deposit appeared to form a second major component of re-deposited
natural in the ground make-up at Site 3, probably a major foundation deposit used in
the construction of the market of 1888/9. Pottery found within this deposit suggests a
mid to late 19™-century date for the material (Appendix 10.4). A 0.08m thick layer of
dark greyish black coarse sand [204] sealed deposit [205] forming a levelling layer for
the flagstones [219] and subsequent thin layer of concreted floor surface [203] that
replaced the flagstones. Cutting this layer in the south-east corner of the trench was
a wall construction cut [207] whose limits were truncated by modern drainage works,
represented by drain cut [217] and fill [213].

A concretion of foundation material consisting of mortar, sandstone, CBM and
charcoal [209] and [228] appeared to have been poured or dumped into the
construction cut [207] prior to the construction of a north-south orientated wall [206]
(lllustrations 7, 8a and b). Wall [206] was bonded to the foundation by a blackish
mortar and consisted of six surviving brick courses, four skins thick, laid with
alternating stretchers and headers. The bricks, measuring 23cm x llcm x 7cm, were
industrially pressed with rectangular frogs, similar to those used in wall [229] and the
lower courses of walls [308] and [404] in Trench 4. The wall was visible only in section
and any surviving remnants to the north were probably truncated by [217] and other
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modern drainage cuts. A corresponding wall [229] situated 4m to the west of wall
[206] was of similar build, orientated on the same north to south alignment and
truncated the same level [204]. This is heavily suggestive that the walls were
contemporary with each other, probably from the same structure. Surface [203] also
abutted the wall to the east. The backfill [208] of the wall construction cut [207] was
clearly overlain by the flagstones [219] and the subsequent concrete surface [203],
which appeared to have replaced the flagstones. The two walls [206] and [229] may
have formed the base or lower brick foundation of internal arches and walling of a
side entrance, visible in photographic and architectural evidence of the external
southern wall of the 1888/9 Market Hall (Plates 18, 19 and 20), or alternatively could
represent the internal corners of a shop unit facing onto Domine Well Lane.

Trench 3

Located some 2.50m to the south of wall [308] was a large cut [343], measuring 2.80m
in width by 1.20m in depth, which also cut [318] [339], [340] and [341] in section
(Illustration 13a). The cut was recorded in section, so its full extent is unknown.
Within this cut a large, squared, fairly smoothly hewn block of sandstone [345],
measuring 1.10m x 1.00m x 0.58m, was placed on top of brick pillar [327] and bonded
to it by a cement layer [344]. The construction cut was filled by mixed deposits of
stone and CBM rubble with clay and silts [346] and [347]. The sandstone block was
clearly one of the “raised” pillars of the second market hall.

Within Trench 3 the structures and deposits associated with the first market hall
were overlain by a further four dumped, layered deposits that overlay the entire
trench. With an overall thickness of c.0.4m they consisted of: a 0.Im thick layer of
industrial waste [307]; a 0.Im thick layer of sand, gravel and small stones [339=318],
acting as a levelling layer; another thin layer 0.05m thick of industrial waste with silt
[340] and a layer of reddish silty clay with frequent medium-large angular sandstone
blocks [341], of similar make-up to [334].

Four contemporaneous structures were uncovered within the trench which were all
thought to have belonged to the same building, probably the 1888/9 market hall
(Illustration 22). These have been interpreted as opposing walls of an entrance at
the northern side of the market hall facing Market Street (Plate 21). Located at the
northern edge of Trench 3 was wall [308] and corner walling [317/321] (lllustration
22). The cut [319] for wall [317] clearly truncated layer [307], which was associated
with the first market hall. Whether the actual truncation existed above from the
levelling layer [318] is obscured by later intrusive pipe cuts in the western baulk of the
trench and works related to re-paving [302] (lllustration 13c). Beneath wall [321]
were at least two large flat sandstone blocks [326] measuring 0.75m x 0.50m, depth
unknown as un-excavated, forming a foundation for the wall. Wall [321] was aligned
east to west, running from the western baulk, where it was truncated by later
intrusive pipe-works, and extending east ¢.0.8m into the trench where it returned to
form wall [317]. The three extant courses formed a series of three steps that
decreased in width (lllustration 13c). The bricks were industrially pressed, shallow
frogged and measured 23cm x 10.5cm x 7.5cm, identical to those in the lower courses
of [317], [308] and the outer skins of the later walling associated with the market’s
western wall.

Keyed into the upper extant course of [321] was wall [317], which ran north from its
terminus some 1.4m into the northern baulk of the trench (lllustrations 13c and 22).
The lower two courses formed a gentle arch increasing in height to the north by
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some 0.2m. These courses were laid on a stone slab foundation. Above this were four
more courses, the bond unclear due to pipe trench damage. The top two courses had
the same light greenish-brown glaze as those found in the upper courses of wall [308]
and likely formed the above-ground section of the wall. The construction cut [319]
was backfilled with CBM rubble and silt [320]. A series of sandstone slabs [302] may
have butted wall [317], forming a paved area to the east. The fact that the walls
appeared to be late in the stratigraphic sequence and the type of bricks used suggest
the structures form part of the later market hall shown on the 1888 OS map
(Illustration 12).

Located at the north-east corner of the trench, in alignment with wall [321], was the
east to west aligned wall [308] (lllustration 13b). The construction cut [310] clearly
truncated [318], which was associated with the first market hall, and extended c.1.3m
into the trench from the eastern baulk, at which point the wall terminated
(Illustrations 13b and 22). The wall was 1.9m wide at the top and 1.06m deep. At the
base of this lay a concretion [309] of sandstone and mortar (including CBM), forming
a foundation for wall [308]. The bricks were of similar type to those of [317] and [321],
consisting of seven courses of alternating headers and stretchers, three skins wide.
The lower two courses widened to 6 skins wide, as with [317] and [321]. The
construction trench [310] was backfilled with CBM rubble and silt [311]. A concreted
rubble pathway [306] with concrete rubble foundations [303] was created on the
north side of this wall. The south side of the wall was butted by a series of sandstone
slabs [305] with an average size of 0.56m x 0.75m x 0.Im, which extended across the
full length of the trench to the south of this wall. This is likely to represent the internal
floor space of the second market hall. Above this layer is a thin layer 0.015m thick and
2.10m long, of dark reddish asphalt [304] which appeared to be a re-surfacing of [305]
at a later stage in the development of the building.

Any structure or flooring above the sandstone block [345] may have been removed at
this location by a cut for a cast iron pipe cut [348=316], which ran east to west across
the trench terminating just to the east of wall [312] in what appeared to be a cast iron
water pump/valve [315] enclosed in a small square brick structure [314] (Illustration
22) and backfilled with a dark yellow-brown sandy silt [349]. A levelling layer [342] of
light yellow brown sandy silt was laid below to the flagstones [305].

Trench 4

Probably after the fire of 1888, both the east and west faces of the first western
market wall [403] were re-faced with industrially pressed and frogged bricks [404]
(Illustrations 15 and 16). The frogging is of the same style as those found in wall [312]
in Trench 3. Wall [404] was occasionally keyed in with the bricks of [403] and bonded
with a dark brownish-grey mortar. It is likely that this wall represents a re-finishing of
the market hall's western wall, probably as part of the new building phase. Abutting
the eastern side of wall [404] was a stone flag [405] which was directly below the
hardcore [402] that in turn lay below the car park surface. To the western side of wall
[404], a 0.08m thick layer of blackish-brown sandy grit [416] formed a bedding layer
for the flagstones of [407]. These flags were set at a lower level than the flags [405] to
the east of the wall and sloped down gradually to the west, towards the River Don. It
is likely that these flags were set externally to the building associated with walls [403]
and [404]. At some stage the flagstones were re-surfaced with a thin 0.0lm deep layer
of modern tarmac [406].

ARCUS 943e.1(1) Final Archaeological Excavation Report, Rotherham Westgate Demonstrator Project,
Rotherham, South Yorkshire
21



Trench 5

A number of features were cut through the 1888 fire deposit [1022]. Cut
[1018/1060/1063] measured 7.53m by 2.8m, with a minimum depth of 0.75m
(Illustrations 9 and 23), and had steep concave sides and a concave base against the
edge of the pre-existing brick pillar [1060]. The cut was aligned roughly east to west
encompassing two brick and sandstone block extensions [1020/1026] and [1017/1025].
Cut [1015] was seen in plan (lllustration 23, Plate 22) around brick and sandstone
features [1014/1024]. A further cut [1114], seen against brick and sandstone features
[1035/1034], was 1.9m in diameter by 0.58m deep, with steep convex sides leading to
the top of the existing brick pillar [1108] (lllustration 11). A corresponding cut [343]
was uncovered in Trench 3.

Situated within these cuts, and on top of the existing brick pillars of the 1879 market
hall, were further brick pillar extensions. There were at least eight brick extensions
identified in total, forming two parallel rows. These were aligned east to west. The
pillars in each row were between 3.82m and 4.04m apart and the two rows were
approximately 7.90m apart. The northern row comprised of structures [1021], [1020],
[1017] and [1014] (west to east) and the southern row comprised of structures [1044],
[1036], [1035] and [L033], (west to east) (lllustration 23). Two of the pillars were
examined in more detail. Brick pillar [L017] (Illustration 9) measured 0.85m wide and
was 0.6m high. It consisted of seven courses of alternate headers and stretchers with
the top course laid on edge. The lower course was mortared to the top of existing
brick structure [1060]. The bricks measured on average 22cm x 10.5cm x 6.5cm, were
hand-made and pressed with no frogs and appeared to have warped upon firing. The
bricks were coarse-tempered and bonded by a light grey soft sandy mortar. Brick
pillar [1035] (lllustration 11) measured 1.02m x 1.Im x 0.62m high and was bonded to
the top of the existing brick structure [1108]. It consisted of seven courses and was
faced with mortar and paint making the bonding unclear. The bricks were of a similar
size and make to those of [1060].

Placed on top of each brick pillar were large squared sandstone blocks [1116], [1027],
[1026], [L025], [1024], [1107], [L043], [L037], [L034], and [L032] (lllustration 23, Plate 23).
The blocks varied slightly in size with average dimensions of approximately Im square
by 0.6m high. These were bonded to the top of the brick extensions by a mixture of
cemented mortar and CBM. In the exposed upper surface of each block was a
worked square indentation, measuring on average 0.5m square and 0.03m deep,
which was probably a fitting for cast-iron column roof supports for the second
market hall. Block [1116] still contained two large screw-threaded bolts which were
presumably used to fix the columns to the sandstone block bases. The cuts were
filled by deposits [1016], [1019/1062] and [1115] of reddish pink sandy clay with frequent
angular sandstone fragments. Deposit [1007] was interpreted as belonging to the
same process of ground make-up and levelling.

These cuts, brick features and sandstone blocks are interpreted as the re-excavation
of the site, following the market hall fire in 1888, to allow the extension of the existing
brick pillars and the location of level sandstone block bases for cast iron roof support
columns. This is supported by the original architect’s design plans (Plate 6).

A number of deposits in Trench 5 were brought in after the erection of the raised
pillars. These were a small dump of angular stones in brownish-grey clay [1077], a
0.15m (max) thick layer of dark blackish industrial clinker and ash within a sandy clay
matrix [1075], a dump of un-worked sandstone slabs in clayey sand [1074], a 0.2m thick
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layer of re-deposited pink degraded sandstone natural [1076], a 0.3m thick layer of
creamy silty ash which dips down to the west overlain by a 0.14m thick layer of light
yellow-brown sandy silt [1112] and a 0.55m deposit of dark yellowish-brown deposit
[1113] which filled the resultant hollow.

Following the erection of the column bases the site was backfilled and levelled with a
layer of reddish-pink sandy clay with frequent medium to large angular sandstone
fragments [1007]. This layer was truncated by several drainage features (lllustration
23). Against each sandstone block was a series of large cast-iron pipes [1117], [1041],
[1040], [1118], [L038/9] and [L042], 0.22m in diameter, which were placed vertically
against the blocks and ran to the north and south of the pillars respectively. These
have been interpreted as drainage downpipes that would have come down from the
bayed pitched roof and then run into drains external to the building. A possible soak-
away [1008], brick-built and filled with crushed lime, was located between sandstone
blocks [1037] and [1034]. Another possible brick soak-away [1009], filled with grey
clinker, was placed directly opposite, between sandstone blocks [1026] and [1025]. A
drainage cut [1028], running west to east along the southern face of the northern row
of column bases contained a brick-lined channel [1011] with a 0.05m diameter cast-
iron pipe. Cut [1028] was backfilled by a mid-greyish-brown sandy silt with occasional
brick rubble [1029]. A similar brick built drainage channel [L010] was situated along the
north face of the southern row of pillar bases. Situated almost equidistantly between
the two rows of column bases, between sandstone blocks [1025] and [1034], was a
large circular concrete and brick surface [1012] (lllustration 23), overlying a dump of
foundation [1030]. This has been interpreted as the support for the ornamental
fountain that was situated in the second market hall. Running north from this column
base was a ceramic pipe, presumably drawing water from the fountain towards the
drainage channel [1011]. These deposits were also truncated by drain [1078] filled by
[1072] which contained pottery dating from 1780 to the late 19™ century.

Sealing these features and deposit [L007] across the entire site was a 0.24m thick
layer of yellowish-brown silty sand with patches of rubble and industrial clinker
[1006]. This formed a levelling and bedding layer for the York Stone flooring [1005].
The flooring was made up of flat slabs measuring on average 0.6m x 0.58m x 0.08m.
Evidence from Trenches 3, 6 and 7 suggests that this was the flooring of the second
market hall. Patches of red and black ashlar, some 0.04m thick, were identified above
areas of the York Stone flooring. These were interpreted as areas of repair or re-
surfacing.

Trench 6

As Trenches 4 and 7 revealed, the original brick walling over the sandstone w