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Summary

Between the 11th and 22nd October 2021, Oxford Archaeology undertook
targeted trial trenching at land north of Great Chesterford, within the North
Uttlesford District of Essex. A total of 22 trial trenches were excavated across
three areas, targeting geophysical anomalies and areas close to the former
location of an Anglo-Saxon cemetery found during adjacent mitigation works.

The Area 1 trenches targeted a large double-ditched enclosure and ring ditch
identified on the geophysical survey. Excavation of the double-ditched
enclosure recovered prehistoric pottery and animal bone. The outer ditch was
substantial in size, measuring up to 1.8m deep and 3m wide. The two ditches
contained pottery dated to the Middle Bronze Age.

Trenches in Area 2 targeted a trackway and other field boundary ditches. No
datable finds were recovered from these features. Trench 6 targeted a ring
ditch, the excavation of which produced no datable artefacts. A trench was
excavated at the southern limit of Area 2, across an extant field boundary
ditch, which is thought to have been part of a medieval deer park pale,
although no dateable deposits from this period were identified.

The Area 3 trenching assessed geophysical survey results and areas located
close to the former location of Anglo-Saxon burials, which were excavated
prior to construction of the Cam Valley Crematorium, directly west of the area.
No burials were revealed in the trenches. A small number of field system
ditches, pits and postholes were recorded. Some ditches were dated to the
Roman period, whilst one pit was dated to the Anglo-Saxon period through a
small assemblage of pottery. This pit has a form typical of an Anglo-Saxon
sunken-featured building, although this is a tentative interpretation at this
time. Some postholes found nearby could be of the same date but could just
as likely be the result of later activity. A pit thought to be associated with the
Early Bronze Age ring ditch in Area 1 contained disarticulated human skeletal
remains. A radiocarbon date from the remains returned an Anglo-Saxon date
of 587-653.

The layer of modern material recovered from Trench 12 suggest that the area
located to the immediate north of the present crematorium has been infilled
across the whole of the field which correlated with anomalies picked up by
the geophysics and probably been used as a compound during the
construction of the adjacent A11 carriageway.

Overall, the archaeological works have confirmed the presence of preserved
archaeological remains within the areas targeted, although only to a low
density on Areas 2 and 3, and the results corresponded with the geophysical
survey undertaken by Headland Archaeology in 2021. Overall, the results can
be considered typical for the region, having revealed evidence for land use
from the prehistoric through to modern periods.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd ix 3 May 2022
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Scope of work

1.1.1 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by Environmental Dimension Partnership
(EDP) Ltd on behalf of Grosvenor Britain & Ireland to undertake a trial trench
evaluation at land north of Great Chesterford, within North Uttlesford District (Fig. 1).

1.1.2 The work focused on a small part of a much wider site, which is currently being
promoted through the Local Plan. The investigations were undertaken to provide
additional information on the archaeological potential of areas that had been
specifically identified and agreed between EDP, the Planning Authority’s
archaeological advisor (Essex Places Services; EPS) and Historic England (HE) as being
most likely to contain significant remains within the wider site. The results are
intended to aid discussions between the Planning Authority and Developer. A Written
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was produced by OA (Moan 2021) detailing the
requirements for work, which was approved by the aforementioned parties prior to
the start of fieldwork.

1.1.3 A total of three “areas” were identified for targeted trial trenching following
geophysical survey: Area 1 targeted a large double-ditched enclosure and ring ditch;
Area 2 targeted a trackway, ring ditch and other field boundary ditches; and Area 3
targeted linear anomalies, areas of high magnetic disturbance and areas nearby to the
former location of an off-site Anglo-Saxon cemetery. A fieldwalking survey has also
previously been undertaken within the areas but did not return any evidence worth
targeting (Webb 2021).

1.2 Location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The bedrock geology is recorded as New Pit Chalk Formation for the majority of the
three areas. Area 2 is described as Chalk Rock Member and Lewes Nodular Formation
overlain by superficial deposits of Oadby Member Diamicton (British Geological Survey
2014, (British Geological Survey online map viewer: http://www.bgs.ac.uk/
discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html, accessed 28th September 2021).

1.2.2 The three areas are currently arable farmland. Topographically, the site is situated
within the rolling hills overlooking Great Chesterford to the south and Hinxton to the
west. The site lies approximately 1km from the River Cam, which passes through the
Chesterfords and Hinxton.

1.3 Archaeological and historical background

1.3.1 This section draws on previous works undertaken on the project and nearby sites such
as the excavation works carried out by Network Archaeology (Hutton 2018).
Environmental Dimension Partnership (EDP 2019) undertook an Archaeology and
Historic Landscape Character Appraisal, which provides location data and mapping of
Essex Historic Environment Records (EHERs). Therefore, the EHERs are not illustrated
in this report.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 1 3 May 2022
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Prehistoric

1.3.2 A few record entries have been broadly defined as dating to the prehistoric period.
During the excavation of Great Chesterford Roman Temple, about 1km south of the
proposed area, a number of flints, were found and dated in the period from the
Paleolithic to the Late Bronze Age (EHER 4979).

1.3.3 A late Mesolithic to early Neolithic pit was identified at the sewage works, 730m of
the evaluation area (EHER 46340). In 1993, an evaluation near Hinxton Hall recovered
a number of truncated features containing worked flint, which suggested the presence
of settlement activity.

1.3.4 Two ring ditches, visible as cropmarks and possibly indicative of Bronze Age round-
barrows (burial mounds) are known to exist to the west of the area (HER 4791). The
location of these ring ditches was confirmed by a geophysical survey (Bartlett 2016).

1.3.5 Approximately 100m of the site, Bronze Age metalwork, in the form of socketed and
looped axe heads, have been found by metal detectorists (HER 4791).

1.3.6 Bronze Age activity is known from cropmarks (MEX16910) possible relating to
enclosures and burials mounds (e.g. a round barrow). These cropmarks are the focus
of Area 1 of this phase of trenching. Ring ditches and a possible henge were identified
during the Cam Valley Crematorium works (MEX16706) outside of the site.

Iron Age

1.3.7 Approximately 600m to the south of the proposed area (Area 3), an evaluation relating
to the Genome Campus Science Park recorded late Iron Age features, including
ditches, postholes, a midden and enclosures, with a background scatter of Neolithic
and Bronze Age flintwork (CHER CB15358).

1.3.8 Asmall Iron Age cemetery (MEX16922) was identified and “removed” during the mid-
19th century from a location broadly centre of the site.

Roman

1.3.9 The Al11, immediately to the west of the site, is thought to follow the line of a Roman
road (1st century AD) whilst the Roman Small Town of Great Chesterford is located
1km to the south, a regionally important town during the period. Numerous other
Roman roads or tracks are identified in the surrounding area, through cropmark
analysis and archaeological fieldwork. This included a minor Roman road recovered
during trench excavation to the west of the proposed area (EHER 4744).

1.3.10 The most exceptional Roman archaeological remains in the vicinity of the site were
recovered at the Great Chesterford Roman Temple, located approximately 1km south
of the site (EHER 4978). This temple was in use throughout the majority of the Roman
occupation from the 1st to the 4th century AD and excavations revealed the remains
of temple buildings, and numerous finds including Samian ware, a massive bronze toga
pin, coins and many votive offerings.

1.3.11 Evidence of Roman agricultural activity, including ditches, enclosures and field
boundaries dating from the 1st to 4th centuries AD, has been found at Hinxton Hall

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 2 3 May 2022
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(CHER 11687 and 11687C) whilst further Roman ditches have been recorded at the
Genome Campus 600m south of the site (CHER CB15358).

1.3.12 The remaining identified Roman EHER assets comprise find spots, including a large
piece of carved stone (EHER 4988) and Roman coins (EHER 14812) south of site.

Anglo-Saxon and Medieval

1.3.13 A high concentration of Saxon remains, which tend to be uncommon, in and around
the village of Hinxton has been found. These consist of early medieval settlement
remains with a Saxon female burial (CHER 11313); a series of early to mid-Saxon timber
buildings, near to the Hinxton Hall new lake (CHER 11687C); some Saxon pitting near
the river within a small Iron Age enclosure with a Saxon trackway (CHER CB 15805);
and an assemblage of broken and incomplete Saxon wooden artefacts found at the
bottom of a natural stream channel (CHER CB15359).

1.3.14 An Anglo-Saxon cemetery of seven inhumations was excavated during the pre-
construction archaeological works at the Cam Valley Crematorium (Network
Archaeology 2018). This cemetery site is directly west of, and encompassed by, Area 3
of this fieldwork. No evidence for the cemetery to extend into the site was identified
from the geophysical or fieldwalking surveys (Webb 2021).

1.3.15 A single find spot is recorded for the presence of a coin of Henry VI, which was
discovered by metal detecting following trial trenching immediately to the south of
the area (EHER 14810).

Post-Medieval and Modern

1.3.16 Analysis of historic mapping shows that during the post-medieval and early modern
period the areas targeted for trenching were open arable fields.

1.3.17 Hinxton Hall, a mid-18th century house with 19th and 20th century alterations, is
located to the west of the site (CHER 04272). The 18th century house is believed to
have replaced an earlier structure. In the 19th century an informal park was
established around the hall, which led to the demolition of some pre-existing
buildings, walls and enclosures (CHER 11901, 11313B, 11697).

1.3.18 The only recorded heritage assets attributed to the early modern period within the
vicinity of the site are two World War Il gun emplacements or pillboxes located to the
southwest (CHER CB15055 and 15057).

Previous work

1.3.19 In September 2021, a previous stage of fieldwalking and geophysical survey was
undertaken by Headland Archaeology across three targeted areas within the site
(Webb 2021), which also formed the focus for the trenching. Other than a flake of
prehistoric flint and single fragment of Iron Age pottery, the fieldwalking finds dated
to the post-medieval and later periods and included pottery and part of a folding knife.

1.3.20 The geophysical surveys were undertaken in three locations covering c.23ha, targeting
areas of high archaeological potential highlighted through consultation with EPS and
HE. The survey has confirmed the previous cropmark evidence of a large 5-sided
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enclosure with two adjoining ring ditch-type features in Area 1, as well as a third ring
ditch and trackway in Area 2. Former field boundaries were also identified in these
areas. Area 3 was located in the field adjacent to the new Uttlesford Crematorium,
where pre-construction archaeological works revealed and exhumed an Anglo-Saxon
cemetery. The geophysical survey results did not identify any anomalies that could be
interpreted as potential graves.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 4 3 May 2022
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2 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

2.1 Aims
2.1.1 The project aims and objectives defined in the WSI (Moan 2021) were as follows:

i.  to ground truth geophysical results, by testing a range of anomalies of likely
archaeological origin, and areas where no anomalies registered;

ii. to establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains on the site,
characterise where they are found (location, depth and extent), and establish
the quality of preservation of any archaeology and environmental remains;

iii.  to provide sufficient coverage to establish the character, condition, date and
purpose of any archaeological deposits;

iv.  to provide sufficient coverage to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses,
and the possible presence of masking deposits; and

v.  to provide — in the event that archaeological remains are found — sufficient
information to construct an archaeological mitigation strategy, dealing with
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices,
timetables, and orders of cost.

2.2 Methodology

2.2.1 The archaeological evaluation and analysis were conducted in accordance with the
approved WSI (Moan 2021) and in line with current best archaeological practice and
the appropriate national and regional standards and guidelines. All work was
conducted in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of
Conduct and Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations. All fieldwork
was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the OA Field Manual (ed. D
Wilkinson 1992), and the revised OA fieldwork manual (publication forthcoming).
Further guidance was provided to all excavators in the form of the OA Fieldwork Crib
Sheets — a companion guide to the Fieldwork Manual. These have been issued ahead
of formal publication of the revised Fieldwork Manual.

2.2.2 Atotal of 15 trenches measuring 50m long and 1.8m wide (Trenches 1-13, 18 and 19)
and seven trenches measuring 50m long and 3.6m wide (Trenches 14-17 and 20-22)
were excavated across the development area within three separate areas (Areas 1, 2
and 3). Seven trenches were required to be double width in Area 3 (i.e. 3.6m rather
than 1.8m wide) where they targeted areas nearby to the former location of an Anglo-
Saxon cemetery. This approach enabled a greater potential for identifying burials
within the area. All areas were carefully selected through consultation between EDP,
the Planning Authority’s archaeological advisor and HE to investigate those locations
within the broader site that appeared to have the greatest potential for significant
archaeological remains, based on desk-based information.

2.2.3 The trenches were set out by a Leica survey-grade GPS fitted with “smartnet”
technology with an accuracy of 5mm horizontal and 10mm vertical. The footprint of
each trench was metal detected prior to machining and also scanned using a CAT and
Genny with a valid calibration certificate.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 5 3 May 2022
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2.2.4 All trenches were excavated by a 20 tonne, 360 tracked mechanical excavator using a

2.2.5

2.2.6

2.2.7

2.2.8

1.8m wide toothless ditching bucket to the depth of geological horizons, or to the
upper interface of archaeological features or deposits, whichever was encountered
first.

Topsoil, subsoil, and archaeological deposits were kept separate during excavation, to
allow for sequential backfilling of excavations. The trenches were not backfilled until
approved by Richard Havis of EPS who monitored the work on behalf of Essex County
Council.

All machine excavation took place under constant supervision of a suitably qualified
and experienced archaeologist. The top of the first archaeological deposit was exposed
by machine and then investigated by hand. Any archaeological deposits present were
excavated stratigraphically to the level of the geological horizon, where safe to do so.
All trench and feature spoil were scanned visually and with a metal detector to aid
recovery of artefacts.

A total of 18 bulk samples were taken from a range of features across the evaluation
trenches and processed at OA’s processing facility at Bourn.

Although a total of seven additional trenches were available for use as a contingency,
in the event none were required to be implemented as none were requested by EPS.

©O0xford Archaeology Ltd 6 3 May 2022
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3 RESULTS

3.1 Introduction and presentation of results

3.1.1 The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a stratigraphic
description of the trenches that contained archaeological remains. The full details of
all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found in Appendix A,
supplemented by artefact and environmental reports included as Appendices B and C.
Spot dates for pottery are abbreviated in the trench descriptions as N for Neolithic,
MBA for Middle Bronze Age, C1 for 1st century AD, etc. Figures 2 and 3 provide an
overall plan of the trenches overlain on the geophysics results. Trench plans by area
overlain on the geophysical survey results are given as Figures 4-7. Figure 8 provides
selected sections of the features encountered.

3.2 General soils and ground conditions

3.2.1 The soil sequence in the trenches was fairly uniform. The natural geology of silty chalk
and chalky clays was overlain by light whitish grey/brown or light grey/orange brown
clayey silt subsoil (0.03m to 0.16m thick), which in turn was overlain by ploughsoil
(0.24m to 0.32m thick) consisting of a dark brownish grey clayey silt.

3.2.2 Only Trench 13, located at the base of a dry valley, was found to contain colluvium
(hillwash, 1.12m thick).

3.2.3 Ground conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the site
remained dry throughout. Archaeological features, where present, were easy to
identify against the underlying natural geology.

3.3 General distribution of archaeological deposits

3.3.1 Archaeological features were present in all trenches apart from Trenches 13, 14 and
20 (all in Area 3). The features encountered during the evaluation correspond broadly
with the features previously identified through the geophysical survey. Two trenches
in Area 3 were found to contain modern backfills, probably related to the A1l
construction and the subsoil was absent or not very thick. These were Trenches 12 and
21, located along the western edge of the proposed area, parallel to the A11.

3.4 Areal (Fig. 4a-b)

3.4.1 Area 1 was the northernmost trench group and contained Trenches 1, 2, 3 and 4.
Archaeology was present in all four trenches. Trenches 1, 2 and 3 contained ditches
which formed the large double-ditched enclosure detected by geophysical survey (Figs
2-4). The enclosure was sub-rectangular in plan and measured ¢.70m by ¢.62m across,
comprising a continuous outer ditch and the parallel course of an intermittent inner
ditch, ¢.5m within outer circuit. The fill formation observed in the outer ditch
suggested the presence of an internal bank between the inner and outer ditches. The
geophysical survey revealed a c.5m wide entrance at its southwest corner and several
possible internal discrete features. The trenches confirmed the presence of the
enclosure ditches and provided evidence of internal discrete features in Trench 1
(posthole 103) and in Trench 3 (pit 310). Trench 4 confirmed the presence of at least
one ring ditch immediately east of the enclosure.
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Trench 1 (Fig. 4c)

3.4.2 Trench 1 was located in the western part of the area and was aligned west-southwest
to east-northeast (Plate 1). It contained two ditches and one posthole.

3.4.3 At the eastern end of the trench, posthole 103 measured 0.3m wide and 0.15m deep
with gentle sloping sides and a concave base (Fig. 8, Section 100; Plate 2). Its single fill
(104) was a mid brown silty clay.

3.4.4 Four metres west of this posthole, ditch 105 was probably a continuation of ditch 209
(Trench 2) and was aligned north-northwest to south-southeast. It measured 1m wide
and 0.7m deep with steep sides and a flat base. This ditch contained two fills. The
lower fill (106) was 0.14m thick and consisted of a dark greyish brown clayey silt, which
produced one Middle Bronze Age sherd of pottery (Appendix B.1), one unworked
broken piece of sandstone cobble with evidence of heating (Appendix B.7) and one
worked flint (Middle Bronze Age (MBA)/Late Bronze Age (LBA); Appendix B.6). An
environmental sample taken from this fill contained a small volume of charcoal, few
cereals grains and frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3). This was overlain
by a mid brown silty clay (107), which measured 0.56m thick.

3.4.5 Parallel and 5m to the west of ditch 105, ditch 108 was probably a continuation of
ditch 203 (Trench 2) and ditch 303 (Trench 3). It measured 3.7m wide and up to 1.53m
deep but the base was not excavated due to the excessive depth of the feature and
the lack of space to allow safe hand excavation. This ditch contained five fills. The
lowest investigated fill of the ditch (109) measured over 0.15m thick and consisted of
a dark greyish brown silty clay, which contained one fragment of animal bone
(Appendix C.2). An environmental sample of this fill yielded a small volume of charcoal,
few cereal grains and weed seeds and frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix
C.3). This was overlain by a light whitish brown silty loam (110), which measured
0.21m thick. This was in turn overlain by a dark greyish brown silty clay (111), which
measured 0.13m thick. This was in turn overlain by a light brown silty clay (112), which
measured 0.34m thick. The uppermost fill (113) was 0.7m thick and consisted of a mid
brown clayey silt, which produced one MBA/LBA worked flint (Appendix B.6) and one
fragment of animal bone (Appendix C.2).

Trench 2 (Fig. 4c)

3.4.6 Trench 2 was located in the northern part of the area and was aligned north-northwest
to south-southeast. It contained two ditches.

3.4.7 Close to the center of the trench, ditch 203 was probably a continuation of ditch 108
(Trench 1) and ditch 303 (Trench 3) and was aligned west-southwest to east-northeast.
It measured 3.58m wide and up to 1.74m deep but the base was not excavated due to
the excessive depth of the feature and the lack of space to allow safe hand excavation
(Fig. 8, Section 200; Plate 3; this approach was agreed on site with EPS). It contained
five fills. The lowest investigated fill of the ditch (204) measured over 0.6m thick. It
consisted of a light brownish grey silt with frequent chalk that contained one sherd of
Middle Bronze Age pottery (Appendix B.1) and one fragment of animal bone
(Appendix C.2). This was overlain by a mid grey/yellowish white silty chalk (205), which
measured 0.3m thick. This was in turn overlain by a dark greyish brown clayey silt
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3.4.8

(206), which measured 0.24m thick. This was in turn overlain by a light greyish brown
clayey silt (207), which measured 0.50m thick. The uppermost fill (208) was 0.64m
thick and consisted of a mid brown clayey silt, which produced one sherd of Middle
Bronze Age pottery (Appendix B.1), one fragment of possible Bronze Age/lron Age
fired clay loomweight(Appendix B.5), eleven worked flints (Appendix B.6) including a
Neolithic (N)/Early Bronze Age (EBA) blade-like flake and a large edge trimmed flake
(MBA) and six fragments of animal bone (Appendix C.2).

Parallel and roughly 6m to the south of ditch 203, ditch 209 was probably a
continuation of ditch 105 (Trench 1). It measured 0.95m wide and 0.62m deep with
steep sides and a flat base (Fig. 8, Section 201; Plate 4). This ditch contained two fills.
The lower fill (210) was 0.24m thick and consisted of a mid greyish brown clayey silt.
This was overlain by a mid brown clayey silt (211), which measured 0.48m thick and
produced one fragment of animal bone (Appendix C.2). An environmental sample
taken from this fill contained a small volume of charcoal, few cereals grains and
frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3).

Trench 3 (Fig. 4d)

3.4.9

3.4.10

3.4.11

3.4.12

3.4.13

Trench 3 was located in the southern part of the area and was aligned north-northwest
to south-southeast. It contained two ditches, a possible pit and a natural feature.

Centrally within the trench, ditch 303 was a continuation of ditch 108 (Trench 1) and
ditch 203 (Trench 2) and was aligned west-southwest to east-northeast. It measured
3.68m wide and 1.34m deep and contained four fills. The primary fill (304) measured
0.26m thick and consisted of a light greyish white chalk silt that produced thirteen
worked flints (Appendix B.6) including a crudely retouched end scraper (MBA) and
seven fragments of animal bone (Appendix C.2). This was overlain by a dark greyish
brown clayey silt (305), which measured 0.18m thick. An environmental sample of this
fill yielded frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3). This was in turn overlain
by a light greyish brown clayey silt (306), which measured 0.42m thick. The uppermost
fill (307) was 0.52m thick and consisted of a mid brown clayey silt.

Parallel and roughly 6m to the north of ditch 303, ditch 308 measured 0.65m wide and
0.46m deep with steep sides and a flat base. This ditch contained two fills. The lower
fill (309) was 0.15m thick and consisted of a mid grey brown clayey silt, which
produced three worked flints (MBA; Appendix B.6). This was overlain by a light greyish
brown clayey silt (314), which measured 0.34m thick.

Pit 310 was located towards the northern end of the trench and was sub-circular in
plan. It measured 1.81m wide and 0.21m deep with gently sloping sides and a slightly
concave base. Its single fill (311) was light brownish grey clayey silt.

Between ditch 308 and pit 310 was natural feature 312, which was sub-circular in plan.
It measured 2.04m long, 0.98m wide and 0.15m deep with gently sloping sides and an
irregular base including rooting. Its single fill (313) was a light grey chalky silt. An
environmental sample taken from this fill contained a small volume of charcoal, few
untransformed weed seeds and frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3).
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Trench 4 (Fig. 4d)

3.4.14

3.4.15

3.4.16

3.4.17

3.4.18

3.4.19

3.5
351

Trench 4 was located in the eastern part of the area and was aligned west to east (Plate
5). It contained three ditches, all correlating with curvilinear features identified in the
geophysical survey, one pit and one posthole.

In the western part of the trench, posthole 413 was sub-circular in plan and measured
0.36m wide and 0.10m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base. Its single
fill (414) was a dark brown clayey silt.

Eight metres east of posthole 413, ditch 403 was curvilinear in plan and measured
2.5m wide and 0.68m deep with steep sides and a concave base (Fig. 8, Section 400).
Its single fill (404) was a mid greyish brown clayey silt that contained four fragments
of animal bone (Appendix C.2). An environmental sample of this fill yielded frequent
well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3).

Two metres to the east of ditch 403 and centrally within the trench, ditch 405 was
curvilinear in plan and was probably a continuation of ditch 407. It measured 0.93m
wide and 0.16m deep with gently sloping sides and a concave base. Its single fill (406)
was a mid greyish brown clayey silt.

Ditch 407 was located 11.5m further to the east and was probably a continuation of
ditch 405. It was curvilinear in plan, measured 1.58m wide and 0.4m deep with steep
sides and a concave base and contained three fills (Fig. 8, Section 402; Plate 6). The
lowest fill (412) was 0.08m thick and consisted of a mid greyish brown clayey silt. This
was overlain by a light grey clayey silt (411), which measured 0.1m thick. The upper fill
(408) was 0.3m thick and consisted of a mid greyish brown clayey silt that produced
one fragment of possible Bronze Age fired clay/daub and one intrusive fragment of
post-medieval ceramic building material (CBM) (Appendix B.5). An environmental
sample taken from this fill contained frequent well-preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3).

At the eastern part of the trench, pit 409 was sub-rectangular in plan and measured
1.78m long, 1.28m wide and 0.28m deep with vertical sides and a flat base (Fig. 8,
Section 403; Plate 7). Its single fill (410) was a light yellowish brown clayey silt that
contained three human bones including a single tibia, fibula and talus (Appendix C.1)
and one fragment of animal bone (Appendix C.2). A fragment of bone was sent off for
radiocarbon dating, which returned a date of AD587-653 (Appendix E). An
environmental sample of this fill yielded a small volume of charcoal and frequent well-
preserved molluscs (Appendix C.3).

Area 2 (Fig. 5a-b)

Area 2 was the easternmost area of trenching, east of Park Road and contained
Trenches 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10 and 11. Trench 5 contained ditches which formed a possible
trackway identified on the geophysical survey and Trench 6 confirmed the presence of
a ring ditch. Trench 11 was excavated south of Area 2, across an extant field boundary
ditch, which is thought to have been part of a medieval deer park pale.

