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Summary

On the 26th January 2010, OA East carried out an archaeological watching brief at
St James Green, Southwold, Suffolk (TM 650955 276230).  The brief required the
observation of a hand-excavated trench 14m long, 0.6m wide and 0.85m deep prior
to the laying of a new water pipe.  No archaeological features were observed.  A
small number of mostly post-medieval artefacts were recovered.
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1  GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

1.1.1 The underlying natural geology consists of sand and gravel.  The site lies at c.12m OD
which drops sharply down to the sea 70m to the east.

2  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1.1 Evidence for prehistoric activity in Southwold has been unearthed due to erosion, a
large number of flint adzes and blades have been recovered from out of the cliff face.

2.1.2 The site  lies within  the area of  medieval  Southwold,  defined in  the County Historic
Environment Record as an archaeological site of  regional importance.  Southwold is
mentioned in the Domesday Book, in 1086.  St Edmund Church (located c. 500m west
of the site) was built in the late Medieval period.

3  METHODOLOGY

3.1.1 The objective of this watching brief was to determine as far as reasonably possible the
presence/absence, location, nature, extent, date, quality, condition and significance of
any surviving archaeological deposits within the development area.

3.1.2 The  Brief  required  that  the  digging  of  an  open-cut  trench  and  the  up-cast  soil  be
observed during and after excavation.

3.1.3 Site conditions did not inhibit the observation of work, the weather was cold and sunny.

4  RESULTS

4.1   Topsoil strip
4.1.1 The topsoil (1) was excavated to a depth of 0.7m.  The soil was a dark brown silty sand

with  occasional  small  to  medium  sub-rounded  stones  and  contained  a  moderate
amount of bone and brick fragments.  A small patch of mid brown-grey sand subsoil (2)
with abundant small and medium sub-rounded stones was uncovered in a small section
of the trench toward its northern end.  

4.1.2 The hand-cut trench did not go deep enough to uncover any archaeology or natural
geology.

4.2   Finds summary
4.2.1 All the finds came from the topsoil.  The assemblage consists of two clay pipe stems

dating to post-1580, two sherds of Raeren stoneware dating the late 15th to early 16th
century, three sherds of 16th to 17th century pottery and two sherds of possible Roman
grey sandy ware.  Several brick and tile fragments were observed but not collected.
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4.2.2 Twenty three fragments of animal bone were recovered, of which 9 were identifiable to
species (39% of the total sample).  All but two of these consist of butchered adult cattle
remains,  including  portions  of  metacarpal,  astragalus  and  scapula.   A  portion  of
butchered adult  pig distal humerus and scapula were also recovered.  The humerus
was sawn at both ends and displayed 6 severe knife cuts at varying positions. 

5  DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1 No archaeological features were observed during the excavation.  The finds recovered
are  of  a  quantity  and  type  to  be  expected  from within  a  town,  consisting  of  post-
medieval culinary and domestic debris.
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Figure 1:  Location of watching brief trench (black)
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