
The 1861 census gives us a window 
onto the mid-Victorian age.
The Industrial Revolution had 
transformed Britain, and yet much of 
the country was still rural with
a high dependency on agriculture
for employment.
 

You may be surprised to learn that 
this was also the case in Bidford  
even though it was situated right  
on the edge of the Industrial 
Revolution heartlands. 
 

How astonished the Bidford 
inhabitants of 1861 would be if they 
saw the way of life of today’s villagers!
 

Their world was essentially local - 
they were all employed in or around 
the village, mainly in agricultural 
occupations, and they rarely left 
Bidford as the railway had yet to 
reach the area.
 

Travel back with us to the Bidford of 
1861 through the census of that year 
which captures an era long gone…

        a window on our Victorian past

Turning hay in Marriage Meadows Bridge over the Avon, with the White Lion pub. Old Icknield Street



Pig Street, Lower End & Alcester Lane - forever gone?
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    Draper, Frederick Hemming
    Plumber, Jonah Pearce
    Toyshop, John James
    Butchers, Thomas Sale
    Confectioner, Richard Mason
    Barber, Henry Cowper
    Confectioner, Alfred Hale
    Butcher, John Holland
    Eating House, Richard Bennett
    Butchers, Stephen Faulkner
    Drapers, Silvester Hill Snr
    Grocer, William Bennett
    Grocer, Silvester Hill Jnr
    Grocer, Joshua Barber        
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Research shows that there were around 240 properties in  
Tower Hill, High Street, The Pleck, Church Street, Pig Street  
(now believed to be Icknield Street), Church Street, Lower  
End (now believed to be Grange Road) and Alcester Lane  
(now Waterloo Road).

Of the residents living in the village it appears that there were 
112 children in receipt of some education, the schoolmaster 
being Mr John Fluck and his sister, Miss Elizabeth Fluck, as the 
schoolmistress. Research shows that over half the population had 
been born within the village.

A significant number of 
houses have been built 
since 1861, but this is not 
unexpected as there are 
now well over four times 
as many people living 
here.  Additional roads 
(such as Saxon Fields and 
the by-pass) have been 
built for these houses 
and to limit the numbers 
of cars driving through 
the High Street.  Perhaps 
most surprising is that 
although there are now 
more residents in the 
village there are fewer 
shops and pubs.
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Many of the male residents (who 
were not at school) worked on 
the land as agricultural labourers 
and farmers.  Supporting these 
people were blacksmiths, 
farmers, bricklayers and 
ironmongers, who again would 
live in the village.

But what about the Bidford 
women?  Some woman 
worked on the land but many 
remained at home as wives and 
mothers.  Those that did work 
took employment as servants 
or worked from home as 
seamstresses and glove makers.

  - Bidford in 1861

Bidford in 1861 was a thriving village with a bustling High Street. Here 950 
residents could find everything they needed for everyday life including food, 
fabrics, sweets and toys.

The High Street:
Three grocers’ shops,
Three butcher’s shops
Three draper’s shops
  (selling fabrics and sewing materials)
A plumber’s shop
A toyshop
Two confectioners
  (who would have sold sweets)
A barber
A provisions shop 
  (selling food, necessary supplies)

When not at work Bidford residents had the choice of seven public houses and inns, including
The Bulls Head and The Plough Inn which are still open in the village today. 

s)

The people who visited these shops were employed in and around Bidford.
In 1861 few residents had to commute to work, unlike today.

In 1861, the 27-year-old Sarah Nason was employed as a house servant 
at Vicarage House (22 High Street) by Thomas Boultbee, the Vicar of 
Bidford and head of the household.  Thomas’ children Eliza, Maria and 
James resided at the house, along with James’ wife Marion.  Assisting 
Sarah in her domestic duties was the 16-year-old Theresa Hatton, 
herself a house servant. 

In 1861 Thomas Hancock was 38 and working as an 
agricultural labourer.  He lived in a house on the High Street 
with his wife Sarah and children Thos, Jane, William and 
Mary.  Their oldest son Thos, aged 11, was also employed 
as a ploughboy.



 

What the papers were saying in 1861


