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1. Introduction 
1.1 Archaeological Services WYAS was commissioned by Brodsworth Parish 

Council to undertake an archaeological watching brief at Barnsley Road 
playing fields, Scawsby during development. The site is centred NGR SE 549 
048 and is situated on land bound by housing to the south of Barnsley Road, 
c.2km north-west of Doncaster (Fig 1). The development involved the 
construction of a new ball games area and footpaths and entrances (Fig. 2). 
Planning permission was granted by Doncaster MBC (application number 
03/0349/P/FUL3) and South Yorkshire Archaeology Service (SYAS) advised 
the local planning authority for a condition specifying that archaeological 
monitoring accompany the works. The work was carried out in accordance to a 
brief for archaeological monitoring provided by SYAS (Appendix 1).  

1.2 The underlying geology of the site is upper magnesium limestone (British 
Geological Survey 1969). 

1.3 The monitoring was undertaken on 20th to 22nd and 26th September 2005.  

 

2. Archaeological Background 
2.1 The development site lies within an area where Roman burials have previously 

been found and recorded in the South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR). These consist of an inhumation burial associated with a lid-sealed jar 
containing a cremation burial. The potential for such burials and associated 
features and/or finds within the development area has been highlighted by 
SYAS. 

 

3. Method 
3.1 The excavation of the ball games area and footpaths was carried out using a 

mechanical excavator (mini-digger) fitted with a toothless ditching bucket. An 
archaeologist monitored all soil stripping and the resulting spoil was checked 
for finds material. The stripped surface was examined for potential features. 
Watching brief monitoring forms were used to record the details of the works.  

 

4. Results 
4.1 The results of the monitoring are detailed below and the areas discussed are 

shown in Fig. 2.  

4.2 Pathways and entrances. The excavation of pathways and entrances removed 
topsoil to a depth of 0.15m over a width of 1.5m. In some areas the subsoil 
was exposed although excavations were mostly within the topsoil. Patches of 
rubble were noted in the topsoil. Topsoil was also stripped for lorry access and 
cabins adjacent to the access from Barnsley Road. No archaeological features 
or finds were observed in all cases. 



Archaeological Services WYAS                          Barnsley Road Playing Field, Scawsby, South Yorkshire 

4.3 Games area. The games area of 20 by 12m was excavated to a depth of 
between 0.15 to 0.25m. This revealed a layer of topsoil 0.15m thick which 
overlay a thin 0.1m thick layer of subsoil. Natural deposits were revealed in 
places and consisted of clean yellowy orange silty sand. Bricks and tarmac 
were noted in the topsoil in places. No archaeological features or finds were 
identified.  

4.4 Due to the limited nature of the monitoring this report contains all the 
information from the watching brief monitoring forms produced on site and 
forms the primary archive.  

 

5. Conclusions 
5.1 The stripping of topsoil for the new pathways, entrances and games area at 

Barnsley Road playing field observed no archaeological features or finds. In 
most areas of the strip the topsoil was not removed, but in some cases the 
subsoil or silty sand natural was exposed. No features were observed in these 
horizons. The presence of modern building material within the topsoil may 
suggest some recent levelling or disturbance. If archaeological remains are 
present below the playing field area they have not been disturbed by the 
present development.   
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Fig. 1.  Site location

Inset see Fig. 2.
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 Appendix I 
Brief for archaeological monitoring 
 
 










