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Summary 

A limited programme of archaeological trial trenching was undertaken as part of 
predetermination works on land off North Road, Glossop. A single linear feature was 
identified in a trench on the western side of the site (Trench 5). The remaining trenches were 
devoid of archaeological remains. 

   

 



Archaeological Services WYAS Report No. 2740  North Road, Glossop 

ii 

Report Information  
Client: Taylor Wimpey 
Address: Sandpiper House, Peel Avenue, Calder Park, Wakefield, West 

Yorkshire, WF2 7UA 
Report Type: Archaeological Trial Trenching 
Location: Glossop 
County: Derbyshire 
Grid Reference: SJ 033 953 
Period(s) of activity  
represented: Post-medieval ? 
Report Number: 2740 
Project Number: 4390 
Site Code: GLO 15 
Planning Application No.: APP/H1033/A/13/2205644 (appeal) 
Museum Accession No.: N/A 
Date of fieldwork: 20th-24th March 2015 
Date of report: May 2015 
Project Management: Ian Roberts BA FSA MCIfA 
Fieldwork supervisor: Marina Rose BSc 
Report: Marina Rose 
Illustrations: Marina Rose 
Photography: Marina Rose and Matt Wells 
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
Authorisation for  
distribution:  ------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 © Archaeological Services WYAS 2015 
PO Box 30, Nepshaw Lane South, Morley, Leeds LS27 0UG 

Telephone: 0113 383 7500. 
Email: admin@aswyas.com 

 
 
 



Archaeological Services WYAS Report No. 2740  North Road, Glossop 

iii 

Contents 
Report information ................................................................................................................ ii 
Contents ................................................................................................................................ iii 
List of Figures .......................................................................................................................iv 
List of Plates ..........................................................................................................................iv 
List of Tables .........................................................................................................................iv 
 
1 Introduction ................................................................................................................. 1 
 Site location and topography ........................................................................................ 1 
 Soils, geology and land-use .......................................................................................... 1 
2 Archaeological and Historical Background .............................................................. 1 
3 Aims and Objectives ................................................................................................... 1 
4 Methodology ................................................................................................................ 2 
5 Results .......................................................................................................................... 2 
6 Environmental Record ............................................................................................... 4 
7 Discussion and Conclusions ....................................................................................... 5 
Figures 
Plates 
 
Appendices 
Appendix 1: Inventory of primary archive 
Appendix 2: Concordance of contexts yielding artefacts or environmental remains 
Appendix 3: Written Scheme of Investigation 
 
Bibliography 
 



Archaeological Services WYAS Report No. 2740  North Road, Glossop 

iv 

List of Figures 
1 Site location 
2 Trench location showing excavated archaeological features over geophysical survey 

data (1:1000 @A3) 
3 Trench 5. Plan and Section 
4 Blank trench sample sections 
  

List of Plates 
1 General view of Trench 1, looking south-east 
2 General view of Trench 2, looking north-east 
3 General view of Trench 3, looking south-east  
4 General view of Trench 4, looking north-west 
5 General view of Trench 5, looking north-east 
6 North-east facing section of Ditch 503 
7 General view of Trench 6, looking north-west 
8 The extant remains of a field boundary crossing Trench 6, looking south-west 
9 General view of Trench 7, looking north-west 
10 Trench 8 showing the cause of magnetic disturbance at the west end, looking east 
11 General view of trench 9, looking south-east 
12 General view of Trench 10, looking north-east 
13 General view of trench 11, looking north-west 
14 General view of Trench 12, looking north-east 
15 General view of Trench 13, looking north-west 
  

List of Tables 
1 Results of the trial trenching 

 

 



Archaeological Services WYAS Report No. 2740  North Road, Glossop 

 1 

1 Introduction  
Archaeological Services WYAS (ASWYAS) was commissioned by Taylor Wimpey Yorkshire 
to investigate the archaeological implication of a proposed housing development over a 4.5 
hectare site. The evaluation was conducted in accordance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework (2012) and more specifically Condition 8 of the Planning Appeal 
(APP/H1033/A/13/2205644). This is the first stage of a scheme of work agreed by the 
Derbyshire Development Control Archaeologist.  

Site location and topography  

The site is located on the northern side edge of Glossop, centred upon NGR SJ 033 953 (Fig. 

1), immediately to the east of North Road. The southern boundary is formed by the properties 
fronting Heath Road, whilst the eastern boundary of the site is formed by The Heath. A 
reservoir in the northern boundary partially splits the site with further reservoirs and 
agricultural land to the north. The site is located on a south-west facing slope being relatively 
flat in the north-eastern area but increasing in gradient to the south-west.  

Soils, geology and land-use 

The underlying bedrock is Millstone Grit (BGS 2013) with overlying soils classified as 
slowly permeable, seasonally waterlogged clay loams of the Brickfield 3 association (Soil 
Survey of England and Wales 1983). The area is currently agricultural pasture. 

 

2 Archaeological and Historical Background 
An archaeological desk-based assessment carried out by CgMs (Morse 2012) concluded the 
site to have a low archaeological potential on the basis of the known archaeological assets. 
Archaeology in the vicinity of the site, however, suggests that there is a potential for some 
features within the surrounding area. A geophysical survey undertaken by GSB Prospection 
Limited (2013) had identified a number of potential features.  

 

3 Aims and Objectives 
The overall aim of the trial trench evaluation was to provide information on the presence or 
absence and the extent, character, date, depth of burial and degree of archaeological survival 
over the whole site. Trenches were targeted both over anomalies within the geophysical 
survey but also in apparently blank areas of the site. The results of the evaluation together 
with the geophysical survey will be used to inform the level and type of any further 
archaeological mitigation work on the site. 
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4 Methodology 
The position of the trial trenches was determined in consultation with the Derbyshire 
Development Control Archaeologist (Steve Baker); (Fig. 2). The location of each trench was 
set out using a differential GPS and fixed in relation to nearby permanent features and the 
national grid.  

Each trench was excavated by a tracked 360° mechanical excavator, equipped with a 
toothless ditching bucket, under direct archaeological supervision. Topsoil and any subsoil 
was removed in level spits until the first archaeological horizon or undisturbed natural was 
reached. The resultant surfaces and sections were then inspected for the presence of 
archaeological remains with any further excavation being undertaken by hand.  

After planning linear features were subject to a 10% sample excavation of their exposed 
length with each section measuring no less than 1m in length. A full written, drawn and 
photographic record was made of all excavated deposits with hand drawn sections produced 
at a scale of 1:10 and plans at 1:20. The photographic archive consists of monochrome 
negatives on 35mm format augmented by colour digital images at least 10 megapixel 
resolution.  

All excavation work was undertaken in accordance with the relevant professional standards 
(CIfA 2014; English Heritage 2008) and ASWYAS standard method (2011). 

 

5 Results 
A total of thirteen evaluation trenches were excavated across the site only one of which, 
Trench 5, revealed any archaeological features (Figs 2 and 3; Plates 5 and 6). The results are 
tabulated below (Table 1). 

Table 1. Results of trial trenches 

Trench Dimensions  Topsoil depth Subsoil Depth Comments 

1 

(Fig.4, 

S.1; 

Plate 1) 

50m x 2m 0.3m 0.2m To investigate two linear 
geophysical anomalies. 

No archaeological remains present 

2 

(Plate 2) 

25m x 2m 0.25m 0.15m To investigate a blank area.  

No archaeological remains present. 

3 

(Plate 3) 

25m x 2m 0.3m  0.15m To investigate a linear anomaly 

No archaeological remains present 
(Plate 1) 

4 25m x 2m 0.25m n/a To investigate a blank area 
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Trench Dimensions  Topsoil depth Subsoil Depth Comments 

(Plate 4) No archaeological remains present 

5  

(Fig. 3; 

Plates 5 

and 6) 

50m x 2m  0.3m  0.15m To investigate a blank area 

A single north-south aligned linear 
feature was exposed (see below) 

6 

(Fig. 4, 

S.6; 

Plate 7 

and 8) 

25m x 2m 0.25m n/a To investigate a blank area 

This trench was excavated through 
an extant linear feature (see below) 

7 

(Plate 9) 

50m x 2m  0.25m  0.2m To investigate several potential 
linear features 

No archaeological remains present, 
The continuation of the extant 
feature in trench 6 and a change in 
geology could explain anomalies 
(see below). 

8 

(Fig.4, 

S.8; 

Plate 10) 

25m x 2m 0.3m n/a To investigate area of magnetic 
disturbance 

Disturbance caused by wet area 
filled with stone to aid drainage 
(see below) 

9 

(Plate 

11) 

25m x 2m 0.3m n/a To investigate a blank area 

No archaeological remains present 

10 

(Plate 

12) 

50m x 2m 0.3m n/a To investigate blank area 

No archaeological remains present 

11 

(Plate 

13) 

25m x 2m 0.3m  n/a To investigate a blank area 

No archaeological remains present 

12 

(Plate 

14) 

50m x 2m 0.3m n/a To investigate a blank area 

No archaeological remains present 
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Trench Dimensions  Topsoil depth Subsoil Depth Comments 

13 

(Fig.4, 

S.13; 

Plate 15) 

25m x 2m 0.25m n/a To investigate a blank area 

No archaeological remains present 

 

Trench 5 (Fig. 3; Plates5 and 6) 

A single linear feature (503) was identified approximately mid way along the length of this 
trench. It was orientated on north-south alignment and was exposed for 2.4m in length. It 
measured 0.87m in width and 0.25m in depth with a single mid grey silty clay fill (502) 
(Plate 6) which contained occasional charcoal flecks. No finds were recovered from the fill. 
This feature followed the fall of the slope and may have been a previous drainage channel, no 
date can be assigned to it however.  

Trenches 6 and 7 (Fig. 4, S.6;Plates 7-8) 

An extant linear feature was noted on the ground crossing the line of Trench 6 on a north-east 
to south-west alignment. This feature consisted of a raised linear platform measuring 
approximately 2m in width with slight linear gullies on both sides (Plate 8), with the northern 
gully being more pronounced. This feature was represented in the geophysical survey and 
was identified through consultation with previous mapping of the site as a former field 
boundary. 

This feature could also be the cause of the strong anomaly at the western end of Trench 7. A 
change in the geology within the area of Trench 7 with weathered sandstone along much of 
its length changing back to clay at the western end could also account for the geophysical 
results in this area. The east to west aligned linear negative feature crossing the eastern end of 
Trench 7 was proven to be a land drain trench.  

Trench 8 (Fig.4, S.8; Plate 10) 

The area of magnetic disturbance at the western end of Trench 8 was proven to be caused by 
a concentration of stones and occasional bricks and fragments of clay land drain (Plate 10). 
This concentration of material appears to be in response to a wet area to aid drainage. 

 

6 Environmental Record 
A single soil sample was recovered from the fill (502) of the linear feature within Trench 5. 
This was processed at ASWAYS with only a few very small flecks of charcoal recovered and 
no artefacts were present in the retent. No further work is recommended.  
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7 Discussion and Conclusions 
The geophysical anomalies targeted by the evaluation trenches appeared to be of either 
natural origin or related to post-medieval agricultural landscape elements. The single 
positively identified feature within the development site, was not identified in the 
geophysical data, probably due to the similar nature of its fill to the surrounding natural clay. 
The linear feature within Trench 5 was on a different alignment to all the agricultural features 
identified and therefore could be considered to be of different phase of activity, although no 
dating evidence was recovered from its fill. 

The results of the geophysical survey has identified natural and post-medieval features within 
the development site. Potential archaeological features, however, were not identified by the 
geophysical survey as the identification of Ditch 503 within Trench 5 has illustrated. This 
suggests that the site may still have a limited potential for further archaeological 
investigation.



Fig. 1.  Site location

Inset see Fig. 2.
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Fig. 4. Blank trench sample sections
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Plate 1. General view of Trench 1, 
looking south-east 

Plate 2. General view of Trench 2, 
looking north-east

Plate 3. General view of Trench 3, 
looking south-east

Plate 4. General view of Trench 4, 
looking north-west



Plate 5. General view of Trench 5, 
looking north-east 

Plate 6. North-east facing section of Ditch 503

Plate 7. General view of Trench 6, 
looking north-west

Plate 8. The extant remains of a field boundary 
crossing Trench 6, looking south-west



Plate 9. General view of Trench 7, 
looking north-west 

Plate 10. Trench 8 showing the cause of magnetic 
disturbace at the west end, looking east

Plate 11. General view of Trench 9, 
looking south-east

Plate 12. General view of Trench 10, 
looking north-east 



Plate 13. General view of Trench 11, 
looking north-west 

Plate 14. General view of Trench 12, 
looking north-east 

Plate 15. General view of Trench 13, 
looking north-west
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Appendix 1: Inventory of primary archive 

File Description Quantity 

1 Context register sheets 1 

 Drawing register sheets 1 

 Sample register sheets 1 

 Photo register sheets (15D054 and Film 9247) 3 

 B&W negative strips (Film 9247) 1 

 Daily record sheet 3 

 

Appendix 2: Concordance of contexts yielding artefacts or environmental 
remains 

Context Trench Description Artefacts and environmental samples 

500 5 Topsoil  

502 5 Subsoil  

502 5 Fill of [503] GBA 1 

503 5 Cut of N-S linear  

504 5 Natural  
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Appendix 3: Written Scheme of Investigation 
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