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Programmeofarchaeological workatlandrearof17and17a
StationRoad,Bretforton,Worcestershire

Introduction
Aprogrammeofarchaeologicalworkwascarriedoutatlandrearof17and17aStationRoad,
Bretforton,Worcestershire (SP08994409;Fig1)attherequestof MrJohnKudryl.Thisworkwas
undertakenincompliance withawrittenschemeofinvestigationprovidedby MartinCookBA
MCIfA,baseduponabriefissuedby WorcestershireArchiveandArchaeologyService,dated21st
March2014(planningreference W/13/1764).Thewrittenschemeofinvestigationwasapprovedby
MikeGlydeof WorcestershireArchiveand ArchaeologyService(sitecodeSRB/15,eventnumber
WSM66651).

Theprogrammeofarchaeologicalworkwastocomprisedocumentaryresearch,awatchingbrief,
threedaysforuninterruptedaccess(ifnecessary)andareport.Theareaoflandcoveredbythebrief
(Glyde2014;Appendix3,page9)wastocomprisetheentirelengthofanarrowplotbetweenthe
rearof17and17aStationRoadand MainStreet(Fig1)onwhichthreedwellingsweretobebuilt.
However,theprojecttookplaceoveranextendedperiodoftimeandthecircumstancesofthe
variouspartiesinvolvedchanged.Itisnowuncertainwhenthetwodwellingsnearest MainStreet,
thelandrelatingtowhichisindifferentownership,willbebuiltanditisunderstoodthat MrJohn
Kudrylisnowresponsibleonlyfortheconstructionofthethirddwellingnearest17and17aStation
Road(Fig1,plot3).Itisfurtherunderstoodthatheis,orwillbe,incommunicationwiththelocal
planningauthorityinordertoregularisethissituationwithrespecttotheplanningconsentcurrently
inforce.

Summary
Aprogrammeofarchaeologicalworkwascarriedoutat landrearof17and17aStationRoad,
Bretforton,Worcestershire.Onesectionhadanundulatinginterfacebetweenthetopsoilandthe
naturalsubsoil.Thesearethoughttobeaseriesoflazybedswhicharea methodofarable
cultivation.Itappearsratherlikecordrigorridgeandfurrowcultivation,althoughtheparallel
banksaredugbyspade.Anothershowedevidenceforasubstantialpitthoughttohavebeendugfor
theextractionofsandandgravel.

Asummarywillbepublishedin WestMidlandsArchaeology.

Thedocumentarymaterial
Geologyandtopography
Thecharacterofthesearchareaisofamainlyflatareathatislargelymadeupofthesettledareain
thenucleatedcoreof Bretforton;thisincludesthehistoricvillagecoreand moderninfilland
expansionwithinandaroundit.Fieldpatternsaroundthesettlementhavelargelybeenalteredby
fieldamalgamationand modernsubdivision,withsmallerareasofplannedprivateenclosureand
smallrectilinearfieldsremaininginotherareas.Ridgeandfurrowearthworksareevidenceof
earlierfieldpatterns.ThesolidgeologyinthesearchareaisBlueLias Mudstone,overlaininplaces
with HeadSuperficial Deposits.Theoverlyingsoilsarelimerich,loamyandclayeysoilswith
impededdrainage,overthemudstone,andfree-draininglimerichloamysoilsovertheSuperficial
Deposits.Landuseismarketgardening,withsmallareasofglasshouses,andarable.

Historicmapping
Areconstructedinclosuremapofc1765(notreproduced)showsthegeneralvicinityofthesite.It
depictslong,narrowplotsoflandthatareconsistentwiththelatermapping.Theearliestavailable
mappingisthe1steditionOrdnanceSurveymapof1885(Fig2.1).Thisshowsalong,narrowplot
oflandbetween MainStreetandStationRoad,indicatedinred,givenovertoorchard.Thearea
coveredbythisreportisshowninblue.TheOrdnanceSurveymapof1904(Fig2.2)showsnothing
different.TheOrdnanceSurveymapof1938(Fig2.3)isaprovisionaleditionandhasnodepiction
oflanduse.



The WorcestershireHistoricEnvironmentRecord
Thereareanumberofbuildings,landscapecomponentsor monumentsnearbyoradjacenttothe
site.Byproximitytothesitetheseare:

Buildingsimmediatelyadjacenttothesite
Immediatelyadjacenttothesiteareanumberofbuildingsof17thcenturyandlaterdate.Theseare:

27-31 MainStreet-threehousesofthelate17thcentury,extendedinthe18thcenturywithsome
early19thcenturyandlate20thcenturyalterations(WSM32816)

TheVictoriaArms, MainStreet–ahouse,nowapublichouseofthe17thcenturywithsomemid-
19thcenturyandmid-20thcenturyalterations(WSM44991)

33and35MainStreet-threehouses,nowtwo,probablyofthe17thcenturywithearly19thcentury
andsomemid-20thcenturyalterations(WSM45009)

1-3AshwinCourt–ahouseofthelate17thcentury,remodelledin1898withsomelate20th
centuryalterations(WSM45013)

AnoutfarmnortheastofBretforton Grange-partiallyextant19thcentury(?),unlistedoutfarm
(WSM51002–seealso WSM58652)

Buildingssurroundingthesite
Adovecote(GdIIlisted)attachedto41 MainStreet-17thcenturywithsomemid-19thcenturyand
late20thcenturyalterations(WSM23869)

TheTeaCottage,OakCottageandNo.3ShopLane-threehousesofthelate17thcenturytoearly
18thcenturywithsomeearly19thcenturyadditionsandlate20thcenturyalterations(WSM44989)

23A MainStreet-The'NewInn'isathreestoreywhite-washbrickbuildingoflate18thcentury
date(WSM44994)

47-49 MainStreet-Stone-builthouse,thestone mullionedwindowsuggeststhatthehouseisof
early17thcenturydate(WSM45008)

11MainStreet-stonehousewithsteep-pitchedtileroofofthe17th-18thcentury(WSM45014)

41 MainStreet–houseofthelate17thcenturywithsome mid19thcenturyalterations(WSM
46258)

HomeFarm/CentreFarm-partiallyextant17thcenturylistedfarmsteadwithconvertedbuildings
(WSM53249–seealso60899)

45 MainStreet(farmstead)-partiallyextant19thcentury(?)listedfarmstead withconverted
buildings(WSM53420)

Monumentssurroundingthesite
Fishpond,westofGrangeFarm-rectangularfishpondandbreedingisland,northwestofGrange
Farm,waterfilled,twoleatsfeedhead,singleoutlet,nodam.Pondcreatedbyexcavatinghollow,no
knowndocumentation,butproximitytomonasticgrangeandsimilaritytoknownEveshamAbbey
pondssuggestmonasticorigin(WSM02854)

ConjecturalalignmentofpostulatedRomanroadfromBidfordtoBretforton-theRomanroadfrom
BidfordtoSouthLittletonhasbeenmappedasifitfollowsthelineofmodernroadsandtracks.Its
routemustberegardedasconjectural(WSM31682)

Siteofvillagehall, MainStreet-villagehallrequisitionedin1939foruseasaFirstAidPoint
(WSM36413)



Undatedpit, ManorLane-apitofundetermineddatefilledwithacharcoallyclaydeposit(WSM
48022)

Landscapecomponentsincludingthesite
Areaofmedievalsettlement,Bretforton-firstmentionedas'Bretfertona'cAD709(WSM29872)

Landscapecomponentssurroundingthesite
AnoutfarmnortheastofBretforton Grange-partiallyextant19thcentury(?),unlistedoutfarm
(WSM58652–seealso WSM51002)

BretfortonGrange(ManorFarm)-partiallyextant14thcenturylistedfarmsteadwithconverted
buildings(WSM59388)

HomeFarm/CentreFarm-partiallyextant17thcenturylistedfarmsteadwithconvertedbuildings
(WSM60899–seealso WSM53249)

33and35StationRoad(farmstead)-19thcentury(?)unlistedfarmstead(WSM61372)

45 MainStreet(farmstead)-partiallyextant19thcentury(?)listedfarmstead withconverted
buildings(WSM61070)

Eventssurroundingthesite
39 MainStreet,photographicrecordofbarnanddwelling(GdIIlisted)-setofeightphotographs
takenofthebuildingbeforedevelopment.Alsoincludedaretwoolderprintsoftheoriginalbarn
beforeconversioninthe1970s(WSM32089)

27 MainStreet,buildingrecording2003-thefieldworksuggeststhat27 MainStreetoriginally
comprisedthreeseparatecottageswhichhavebeenamalgamatedandmodifiedovertheyearsbutall
havetheiroriginsintheearlier medievalperiod.Theyarereferredtoasnorthern,centraland
southerncottages.TheearliestPhasedatestoAD1315anditisrepresentedbyasolitarycruck
framewhichsurvivesinthenorthgablewallofthenortherncottage.Thiswasdatedtoafellingin
1315/6andtheviewwasformedthatthebladesrepresentinsitutrussthathasbeencutawayatits
basesowasoriginallyafullcruck.Phase2datesfromthesecondhalfofthe15thcenturyand
duringthistimeasubstantialrebuildingtookplace. Muchofthecruck-framedbuildingseemsto
havebeendemolishedandtimber-framedstructure waserectedonthesamefootprint,butata
slightlydifferentangle.Eachofthethreecottageswouldhavehadasingleroomonbothground
andfirstfloors.TheThirdphasecanbedividedintotwo.Phase3.1datestothe18thand19th
centuriesandsawtheintroductionofaninglenookfireplaceandchimneyaddedwithinthecentral
cottage,andatthistimethenorthernandcentralcottageswereprobablycombinedintoasingle
dwelling.Itseemslikelythatthenortherncottagewasextendednorth.Phase3.2alsodatestothe
18thand19thcenturiesandinthisphasethewestelevationofallthreecottageswasreplacedin
stone.Thefourthphasecanalsobedivided.Phase4.1datestoaround1850whenthesouthern
cottagewasdemolishedandastablewithhayloftinstonebuilt,presumablyonthesamefootprint.It
maybethatadoorwasmadeintheremainingtimberframeofthecentralcottagetoallowaccess
intothestablefrominside.Ifso,thisimpliesthatthecottageswerenowinsingleoccupancy.Phase
4.2sawthesinglegroundfloorandfirstfloorroomsinthenortherncottagebeingpartitioned.Inthe
fifthandfinalphasetheareadescribedas'void'wascreatedandtheporchadded(WSM32404)

27MainStreet,watchingbrief2004-thebuildingoriginallycomprisedthreeseparatecottages,now
amalgamated. A solitary cruck frame had survived in the northern gable wall and
dendrochronologicallydatedtothewinterof1315.Theliftingoftheflagstonefloordidnotreveal
anyfeaturessuchaspadstonesorpostholes.Itdidhoweverindicatethatthe15thcentury
constructiontookplacewithoutanysignificantfoundations.Acoinfrombeneaththeflagstonefloor
wasdatedto1576butthiswasalmostcertainlyresidual.Therearwallhadbeenreplacedinits
entiretyatonetime.Abreadovenwasrevealed.Thevoidnoticedinearlierworkwasopenedupbut
noreasoncouldbefoundforclosingoffthispartofthecottage(WSM33617)

IvyLane,archaeologicalevaluation2007-twotrenches wereexcavatedonthesite. Withinthe
northernhalf,Trench1revealedtwosmalllinearfeatures,alongwithasingletreebowl.Oneofthe
linearfeaturescontainedasinglefragmentofironslag,arguablyindicatingaRomanorlaterdate.



Theotherlinearfeatureandthetreebowlweresterileandundated.Onthewestside,Trench2
revealedtwonorth-west/south-eastalignedintercuttingfurrows.Theycontainedoccasionalpost-
medieval materialandrepresenttracesofformeragriculturalactivity. Noothersignificant
archaeologicalfeatureswereobservednorartefactsrecovered,indicatingthatnosubstantialactivity
predatingthepost-medievalagriculturaluseofthesitehasoccurred,eitherwithinthesiteitselforin
theimmediatevicinity(WSM35080)

StationRoad,archaeologicalevaluation2012-theexcavationofaseriesoftrialtrenchesrevealed
theremainsofridgeandfurrow withinthe majorityofthetrenches. Ridgeandfurrowisan
archaeologicalpatternoflinearconvexandconcaveearthworkscreatedbyploughingwithnon-
reversibleploughsonthesamestripoflandeachyear(WSM47380)

HollyClose,archaeologicalevaluation2012-sixtrencheswereexcavatedandfurrowsofprobable
post medievalor moderndatealong with modernpits,postholes,ditchesandlanddrains were
recorded(WSM47403)

Commentary
Theprimaryreasonforthearchaeologicalinvestigationwerethattheproposeddevelopmentmight
affectasiteofarchaeologicalpotential,registeredontheCounty HistoricEnvironmentRecord
(reference WSM29872),thisbeinganareaofmedievalsettlement.

Theoverallimpressionfromthehistoricenvironmentrecordsearchisofanagriculturalsettlement
datingfromtheearly14thcentury(withpossibleRomanandprobableearlymedievalantecedents).
Muchofwhatisvisibleabovegroundtodaydatesfromthe17thcenturyandlater.

Thefieldwork
General
Fieldworktookplaceonthe28thApril2015,24thJanuary,6thJuneandthe8thJune2017.It
comprisedmonitoringoftheexcavations. AfulldescriptionofthecontextsisgiveninAppendix1.
Contextsaredescribedinsummaryformbelow.

Description
Amidredbrown,almoststonelesssandyloam,thetopsoil(context001),overlayallthedeposits
describedbelow.

Section1
Theinterfacebetweenthetopsoilandthenaturalsubsoil(ayelloworangesandygravel;context
002)wasundulating,becomingindistincttothenorth(Figs3.1and3.2).Itsdirectionwasuncertain
butitwasprobablynorth-east/south-west.

Section2
Thetopsoiloverlaythesubsoil(areddyorangeverysandyclay;context004,Figs3.1and3.2).

Section3
Thetopsoiloverlaythesubsoil(areddyorangeverysandyclay;context004)whichinturnoverlay
thenaturalsubsoil(ayelloworangesandygravel;context002,Figs3.1and3.2).

Section4
Thetopsoiloverlaythesubsoil(areddyorangeverysandyclay;context004)whichinturnoverlay
thenaturalsubsoil(ayelloworangesandygravel;context002,Figs3.1and3.2).

Section5
Thetopsoiloverlaythefill(context005;Figs3.1and3.3)ofapit,amidgreybrownclayeysand
withcommonsmallroundedpebbles.Thepit(context006)hadastraight,nearverticallysidedcut.

Interpretation
Sections2,3and4wereunremarkable.Section1hadanundulatinginterfacebetweenthetopsoil
andthenaturalsubsoil.Thesearethoughttobeaseriesoflazybedswhichareamethodofarable



cultivation.Itappearsratherlikecordrigorridgeandfurrowcultivation,althoughtheparallel
banksaredugbyspade.

Section5hadevidenceforaverysubstantialpitdugfromthesurfaceto,andbelow,thenatural
subsoilofsandandgravel.Presumablythiswasforextractionofthismaterial.

Thefinds
Resultsofanalysis
ThecompletefindsreporthasbeenpresentedasAppendix2.Theartefactualassemblagecamefrom
thetopsoil(context001)andtotalledfoursherdsofpotteryweighing66g(seeAppendix2,table1).
Thestandardofpreservationwasgenerallyfair,withfindsdisplayingmoderatelevelsofabrasion.
Theassemblagecouldbedatedfromthemid-late17thcenturyonwards.

Discussion
Thediscussionbelowisasummaryofthepotterybyperiod. Wherepossible,dateshavebeen
allocatedandtheimportanceofindividualfindscommenteduponasnecessary.

Post-medieval
Post-medievalmaterialconsistedofasinglesherdofpost-medievalredsandyware(fabric78).The
sherdwaswell-firedwithapurplishblackinternalglazetypicalofmid-late17thcenturyproduction.

Modern
Allremainingfindswereoflate18thto20thcenturydateandconsistedoftwosherdsofmodern
china(fabric85)andoneofcreamware(fabric84).Allcamefromdomestictablewaresandonewas
transferdecorated.
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Archive
Thephysicalarchiveconsistsof:

6 Contextsheets
1 Drawings
1 Hardcopyofthereport
1 Hardcopyofthereportillustrations
1 Hardcopyofthebrief
1 Hardcopyofthe WSI

Itwillbedepositedat WorcestershireCounty Museum,Hartleburyuponapprovalofthereport.Itis
anticipatedthatthefinds,havingatpqofthemid-late17thcenturyonwardsandallcomingfromthe
topsoil, willnotbeofinteresttothe museum. However,the museum willbeconsultedinthis
respectbeforedisposal.

Thedigitalarchiveconsistsof:



1 Digitalcopyofthereport(.docformat)
6 Illustrations(.bmpformat)

ItwillbedepositedwithOASIS(Appendix3)uponapprovalofthereport.



















Appendix1:Listofthecontexts

Contextnumber Description Interpretation
001 Midredbrown,almoststonelesssandyloam Topsoil
002 Yelloworangesandygravel Naturalsubsoil
003 Undulatinginterfacebetweencontexts001and002,becomesindistincttothenorth,directionuncertain Smallinscaleforridgeand

butprobablynorth-east/south-west furrow–perhapstheremainsoflazy
beds

004 Reddyorangeverysandyclay Subsoil
005 Midgreybrownclayeysandwithcommonsmallroundedpebbles Fillof006
006 Straight,nearverticallysidedcut Pit,possiblyforsandandgravel



Appendix2:Findsreport



TheArtefactsbyLauraGriffin

Aims

Thebriefrequiredanassessmentofthequantity,rangeandpotentialofartefactsfromthe

excavation.

Theaimsofthefindsassessmentwere:

a) toidentify,sort,spotdate,andquantifyallartefacts

b) todescribetherangeofartefactspresent

c) topreliminarilyassessthesignificanceoftheartefacts

Methodofanalysis

Allhand-retrievedfindswereexamined.Theywereidentified,quantifiedanddatedtoperiod.A

terminuspostquemdaterangewasproducedforeachstratifiedcontext.Allinformationwas

recordedonaMicrosoftAccess2007database.

Thepotterywasexaminedunderx20magnificationandrecordedbyfabrictypeandform(seetable

2)accordingtothefabricreferenceseriesmaintainedbytheWorcestershireArchiveand

ArchaeologyService(HurstandRees1992andwww.worcestershireceramics.org).

Resultsofanalysis

Theartefactualassemblagecamefromthetopsoil(context001)andtotalledfoursherdsofpottery

weighing66g(seetable1).Thestandardofpreservationwasgenerallyfair,withfindsdisplaying

moderatelevelsofabrasion.Theassemblagecouldbedatedfromthemid-late17thcentury

onwards.

Material Total Weight(g)

Post-medievalpottery 1 55

Modernpottery 3 11

Table1:Quantificationoftheassemblage

Discussion

Thediscussionbelowisasummaryofthepotterybyperiod.Wherepossible,dateshavebeen

allocatedandtheimportanceofindividualfindscommenteduponasnecessary.

Post-medieval

Post-medievalmaterialconsistedofasinglesherdofpost-medievalredsandyware(fabric78).The

sherdwaswell-firedwithapurplishblackinternalglazetypicalofmid-late17thcenturyproduction.



Modern

Allremainingfindswereoflate18thto20thcenturydateandconsistedoftwosherdsmodernchina

(fabric85)andoneofcreamware(fabric84).Allcamefromdomestictablewaresandonewas

transferdecorated.

Fabricno. Fabricname Total Weight
(g)

78 Post-medievalredware 1 55

84 Creamware 1 4

85 Modernchina 2 7

Table2:Quantificationofthepotterybyfabrictype

References

Hurst,JD,andRees,H,1992Potteryfabrics;amulti-periodseriesfortheCountyofHerefordand

Worcester,inSGWoodiwiss(ed),IronAgeandRomansaltproductionandthemedievaltownof

Droitwich,CBAResRep,81,200-9



Trench Context Material Type Fabric Total
Weight
(g)

Start
Date

End
date

Finds
tpq

1 1 pottery modern 85 6 21 L19C 20C

20C

1 1 pottery modern 83 3 8 L19C 20C

1 1 glass bottle 2 20 18C 20C

1 1 pottery modern 101 8 38 L18C 20C

1 1 pottery post-medieval 78 1 27 M17C 18C

1 2 tile roof 2 189

20C

1 2 brick 2 19

1 2 pottery modern 85 1 1 19C 20C

1 2 pottery modern 101 1 42 L18C 20C

2 4 pottery post-medieval 78 1 64 18C

20C

2 4 pottery post-medieval 101 1 19 18C 20C

2 4 pottery modern 83 1 16 L18C 20C

2 4 pottery modern 85 1 33 19C 20C

2 4 brick 1 63

2 4 tile roof 1 171 19C 20C

2 5 glass bottle 3 280 L19C 20C
20C2 5 glass bottle 5 427 L19C 20C

2 5 glass bottle 1 218 L19C 20C

2 6 pottery roman 22 1 90 E2C L2C
L2-4C2 6 pottery roman 19 2 54 L2C 4C

3 10 pottery post-medieval 101 3 86 18C 20C

20C

3 10 tile ridge 1 25 18C

3 10 plastic 1 1 20C

3 10 pottery modern 85 3 21 L19C 20C

3 10 pottery modern 84 3 23 L18C

3 10 pottery modern 83 1 5 L18C 20C

3 10 pottery modern 81.4 1 27 19C 20C

3 10 pottery post-medieval 78 1 21 18C

3 10 tile roof 1 31 19C 20C

3 10 pottery modern 101 13 278 L18C 20C

3 10 glass vessel 2 212 19C 20C

3 10 pipe stem 1 3

3 11 glass bottle 23 929 L19C 20C

20C
3 11 pottery modern 85 3 43 20C

3 11 pottery modern 84 1 4 L18C

4 16 pottery modern 84 1 1 L18C

20C
4 16 pottery modern 85 1 1 L19C 20C

4 16 glass window 2 1

4 17 pottery roman 12.2 1 29 M1C 2C

L18C

4 17 pottery roman 12 1 38 M1C 4C

4 17 pottery post-medieval 78 3 161 L17C 18C

4 17 pottery modern 84 2 6 L18C

4 17 pipe stem 1 1

5 19 glass bottle 2 460 L19C 20C

20C

5 20 glass bottle 2 319 20C

5 20 pottery modern 85 1 68 L19C 20C

5 20 glass bottle 3 217 19C 20C

5 20 pottery modern 85 5 135 L19C 20C



5 20 pottery modern 83 2 10 L19C 20C

5 21 pottery modern 85 1 39 L19C 20C
20C5 21 tile roof 1 61 19C 20C

5 22 pottery modern 85 1 1 L19C 20C 20C

5 27 pottery modern 85 2 13 L19C 20C 20C

Table3:Summaryofcontextdatingbasedonartefacts
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Important Notes for applicantsImportant Notes for applicants  
 
This brief has been prepared on the basis of information available through the County Historic 
Environment Record. If the Applicant has further information, which may be relevant to the site, they 
should contact the Planning Advisory Section as soon as possible. 
 
The role of the Archive and Archaeology Service in respect of providing advice is to ensure that the 
proposed work is of sufficient scope and quality to meet the terms of any planning or faculty 
condition.  It does not normally comment on cost unless specifically asked to by the developer.  In 
which case, this information is treated in strictest confidence.   
 
It is, however, strongly advised that the developer and prospective contractor have reached a 
complete understanding (in writing) what any costing actually comprises before work commences. 
Archaeological contractors should make it clear if a quotation covers the whole project to the 
completion of the final report, or not.  This is especially true of any tendering situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This brief was written by Mike Glyde, Historic Environment Planning Officer 
 

Brief Written on March 21
st
 2014 

 
As information is constantly updated this brief is only valid until September 21

st
 2014 

 
Please contact the Planning Advisory Section if you are intending to carry out this work after 

this date. 
 

Written Schemes of Investigation must be sent to the curator for approval at least five working 
days before commencement of works, unless previously agreed. 
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Requirements for a programme of archaeological work at Land rear of 17 and 17a 
Station Road, Bretforton, Worcestershire. 

 
 

Definition 
 
‘...a programme of controlled, intrusive fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines and records 
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and other 
remains with a specified area (on land or underwater).  The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork 
are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate to the Project Design and in the light of 
findings.’ IfA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Excavations. 
 

 
 

1 Site Description 
 
The site is located at SP 0899 4409 as shown on the attached plan. 
 

2 Planning background 
 
A planning application has been submitted to and approved by Wychavon District Council. The application 
proposed erection of 2 two storey four bedroom houses, and 1 single storey three bedroom house and 
associated works.  The planning officer dealing with this application is Gavin Greenhow. 
 
The proposed development may affect a site of archaeological potential, registered on the County Historic 
Environment Record (reference WSM29872).  
 

Given the scale of the development, and the anticipated archaeological potential, the likely impact on 
the historic environment caused by this development may be offset by the implementation of a 
conditional programme of archaeological works. 
 
In line with National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 141, any permitted development affecting a heritage 
asset should include the provision to record that asset. 
 
"…. They should also require developers to record and advance understanding of the significance of any 
heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to 
make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible.30 However, the ability to record evidence 
of our past should not be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be permitted." 
 
The wording of the planning condition applied to the consent is shown in section 8 of this brief. 
 
This document defines the works upon which the Written Scheme of Investigation is required to fulfil the 
condition. 
 

 
3 Archaeological Background 
 
The proposed application site is located with the historic village of Bretforton. Any deposits disturbed 
during the course of development may therefore affect deposits of archaeological significance. I 
therefore advise, as a condition of planning consent, if granted, that a programme of archaeological 
works be undertaken prior to and during development 
 
The above is not a full HER assessment as required by this brief. 
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4 Scope of the Project 
 

The chosen contractor employed by the applicant must contact the HER manager at Worcestershire Archive and 
Archaeology  service, to obtain a unique fieldwork reference number prior to any work being carried out.  This 
fieldwork reference number must be clearly marked on all reports, finds and archive material created during the 
project. 
 
 

The programme of works will comprise of the following stages: 
NOTES 

Stage 1) 

Documentary Reference 
 
• HER assessment.  This must be carried out prior to any fieldwork being carried out.  It 
will include consulting all available maps (OS and Tithe), aerial photographs and archive 
material etc.  Where their inclusion in the final report will aid interpretation then these 
should be plotted or reproduced in the final report. 

 
• Archive Assessment.  The area of, and immediately surrounding the site will be 
referenced. 

 

Controlled Watching Brief 
 
At this time the method and sequence of groundwork excavation is not known, however, the 
excavation of the new ground slab, foundation trenches and service trenches shall be closely 
observed and must be carried out using a toothless bucket. 
 
The ground slab must be stripped in controlled layers, under strict archaeological supervision, in 
order that all structural elements revealed can be suitably recorded.   
 
• Observation of all ground breaking activity. 
 

• A stratigraphic record of deposits exposed by groundworks must be made.  
• A record of the extent and depth of groundworks must be made. 
• A record of all finds and environmental material recovered must be made. 
 
• All unstratified diagnostic finds from a suitable sample of the site shall be collected and 
assessed to determine the wider chronological sequence of activity on the site. 
 

• If significant archaeology is observed the applicant must allow a period of up to but not 
exceeding two days uninterrupted access to record archaeological deposits. This potential for 
delay should be built into the development programme. 

 
The developer must be made aware of the potential for delay while these deposits are 
recorded. 
 

• Negative evidence must also be reported and its implications considered. 
 
• Depositional and Post Depositional Processes.  The report must discuss the depositional and 
post depositional processes evident on site.   

 
Stage 3)  

Publication 
 

• Final Report: A programme of archaeological work aims to establish the presence and 
significance of archaeological deposits, and of artefactual and ecofactual assemblages. 
The results should inform the research cycle and should take into account local, regional 
and national research frameworks and consultation with appropriate specialists. 

 
• Fulfilment of the research aims will be by the submission of a final report, in accordance 
with the IfA Code of Conduct, Principle 2.  
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5 Minimum Requirements 
 
The Code of Conduct of the Institute for Archaeologists will be followed. 
 
Fieldwork must be carried out in accordance with the Requirements and Guidelines for Archaeological 
Projects in Worcestershire. Copies are available from the Planning Advisory Section on request. 
 
 
1. Before the project commences a proposal including a methods statement detailing approaches to the 
site, must be submitted to and approved by the Planning Advisory Section.  

 
2. The project proposal must include appropriate named specialist provision. 
 
3. Written Schemes of Investigation must be sent to the curator for approval at least five working days 
before commencement of works, unless previously agreed. 

 
4. The finds assessment report must reference all ceramics to the county type fabric series 

 
5. Prior to commencement of any fieldwork the archaeological contractor must contact the HER Manager 
of the Worcestershire Archive and Archaeological Service for a HER fieldwork reference number.  This 
must be clearly marked on all reports, finds and archive material. Tel 01905 765560. 

 
6. The landowner must be encouraged to deposit artefacts with a local or relevant specialist museum. This 
must have Museum and Galleries Commission approved storage facilities. Artefacts may only be 
deposited in accordance with the selected museum’s collections policy. 

 
7. At least one week’s notice shall be given to the Planning Advisory Section prior to commencement of 
fieldwork, unless otherwise agreed. 

 
8. At least two colour slides (or high-resolution digital images) showing general views of fieldwork in 
progress and where appropriate key finds / features SHALL BE SUBMITTED IN ADDITION TO THE 
FINAL REPORT.  These shall be used for educational / promotional displays. 

 
9. A digital copy in .pdf format (see below) must be sent to the Historic Environment Planning Officer for 
approval before formal submission into the County Historic Environment Record. 

 
10. Upon approval, one bound paper and one digital .pdf copy of the report must be lodged with the County 
Historic Environment Record within three months of completion of fieldwork. A digital copy should also 
be deposited with Oasis (http://www.oasis.ac.uk/) the English Heritage’s Online Access to the Index of 
Archaeological Investigations website. 
 

11. The report shall also be submitted to the HER in digital format.  The preferred format for digital copies is 
PDF, however, the HER will take other formats, from which they will create PDFs.  All reports submitted 
as part of the development control process will be included on the Online Archaeology Library 3 months 
after submission unless the report is deemed to be archaeologically or commercially sensitive by the 
Policy and Advisory Manager. Contact the HER if you feel that your report is sensitive and should not be 
available over the internet. 
 

12. The Planning Advisory Section of the Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service must be invited 
to monitor the fieldwork. 

 

6 Archiving 
 
• All physical archival material shall be deposited with the County Museum.  There is now a joint archaeology 
store between the City and County Museums.   

 
• The digital Archive must be deposited with the Archaeological Data Service. 
 
• Proof of deposition will be required in order to fully discharge the planning condition. 

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/�
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7 Disclaimer 
 
• This brief has been prepared on the basis of information available through the County Historic Environment 
Record. If the Applicant has further information which may be relevant to the site they should contact the 
Planning Advisory Section as soon as possible.  

 
• The Planning Advisory Section cannot accept responsibility for the following: 
 
• Notification of hazards, e.g. services, contaminated ground, the condition of the building 
• Obstacles to fieldwork 
• Access to the site 

 
• It will be the responsibility of the contractor, any sub contractors and the applicant to establish safe working 
practices based on Construction Design and Management (regulations) and other current health and safety 
legislation. 

 
• It will be the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that the developer/applicant has secured 
appropriate consent for all archaeological groundwork’s regarding environmental, ecological and 
species protection legislation prior to commencement of fieldwork. 
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8 Condition Wording 
 
14 A) No development shall take place until a programme of archaeological work, including a Written Scheme of 
Investigation, has been submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority in writing. The scheme shall 
include an assessment of significance and research questions; and:    
 
1. The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording.  
2. The programme for post-investigation assessment.  
3. Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording.  
4. Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records of the site investigation  
5. Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site investigation  
6. Nomination of a competent person or persons/organisation to undertake the works set out within the Written 
Scheme of Investigation.    
 
B) No demolition/development shall take place other than in accordance with the Written Scheme of 
Investigation approved under part (A) of this condition.    
 
C) The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation and post-investigation assessment has 
been completed in accordance with the programme set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation approved 
under part (A) of this condition and the provision made for analysis, publication and dissemination of results and 
archive deposition has been secured.    
 
Reason – To protect archaeological interest on the site. 
 

9 Written Scheme of Investigation Checklist 
 
All Written Schemes of Investigation (WSI's) or method statements are checked for minimum compliance.  As 
well as the requirements given in IfA guidance, the following must be included in any WSI submitted. 
 
• Correct Site Name  
• Correct Fieldwork Type  
• Traceable Source for WSI (contractors reference no. - site code etc)  
 
• Correct planning application for which the work is being undertaken.  
• Correct applicant and or agent for which the work is being undertaken.  
• Correct planning authority for which the work is being undertaken.  
• Correct HER references (not activity number for the work the WSI is for)*  
 
• Correct reference to the brief   
• Correct aims and requirements as detailed in the brief.  
 
• Details of the resources to be applied (staff and time)  
• Clear explanation of any contingencies  
• Named specialist provision  
 
• Details of methodology and standards proposed to fulfill the brief  
• Details of the Report structure and content  
• Details of the when the report will be submitted to the HER  
• Details of the when and where the project archive will be deposited. 
• Health & Safety  
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10 Contact Numbers (Correct at the time of preparing this document) 
 
 
Applicant    
 
John Kudryl 
Swallows Nest 
17a Station Road 
Bretforton 
WR117HX 
 
07766071325 
 
j.kudryl@live.com 
 
 

 

Other useful numbers 

 

Historic Environment Record       01905 765560 

Inspector of Ancient Monuments, English Heritage     0121 6256820 

Institute for Archaeologists      0118 378 6446 

Worcestershire Archive      01905 822866 

Worcestershire County Museum      01299 250416 

Worcestershire Coroner’s Officer      01299 824029 

 
For further information regarding this brief please contact 
 
Planning Advisory Section 
Worcestershire Archive & Archaeology Service 
The Hive 
Sawmill Walk 
The Butts 
Worcester 
WR1 3PB 
 
Tel: 01905 765869  
 
 
E-mail: mglyde@worcestershire.gov.uk  

 
 
Reference to this document should be 
 
Glyde, M., 2014, "Requirements for a programme of archaeological work at Land rear of 17 and 17a Station 
Road, Bretforton, Worcestershire." Archive and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County Council,  
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