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INTRODUCTION 
A watching brief on ground works for an extension to the existing farm building was undertaken by 
York Archaeological Trust on behalf of Peter Calam on the 11th September 2018 at Temple Farm, 
Moor Lane, Bishopthorpe, NGR SE 57960 46476 (Figure 1). The objective of the watching brief was 
to record any archaeological deposits or structures exposed by the ground works. 
  

 
 

(Crown copyright reserved. Reproduced with the permission of OS on behalf of HMSO. Licence number 
100018343) 

 
Figure 1 Site Location 
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METHODOLOGY 
An L-shaped foundation trench, 8.29m in length and 3.21m in width, was excavated to a depth of 
around 730mm by an 8-tonne rubber tracked excavator (Figure 2, Plate 1). Digital photographs and 
measured sketches were taken throughout the monitoring.  
 

 
  

Figure 2 Location of foundation trench monitored  
Taken from dc-architecture plan no’s. 15-74_110_P04 and 15-74_005_P00  

 



 YORK ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
 

SITE Temple Farm, Moor Lane, Bishopthorpe 
CLIENT NAME Peter Calam 

YAT PROJECT # 5984 YAT REPORT # 2018/134 
MUSEUM ACCESSION # N/A GRID REFERENCE SE 57960 46476 

PLANNING REFERENCE # 16/02731/FUL AAI OPS NOTICE # N/A 
 

 
COMPLETED BY CJ CHECKED BY  FINISHED 27/09/19 
FINDS 0 SAMPLES 0 PHOTOS 3 PAGE 3 of 5 

 
Registered Charity in England & Registered Office: A Company Limited by Guarantee 
Wales (509060) & Scotland 47 Aldwark, York YO1 7BX Without Share Capital Registered 
(SCO42846) Tel: 01904 663000  Fax: 01904 663024  in England No. 1430801 
 
 
Offices in:   SHEFFIELD, trading as ArcHeritage     GLASGOW, trading as Northlight Heritage NOTTINGHAM, trading as Trent & Peak Archaeology 

 
 

Plate 1 Foundation trench mid-excavation. View north-east 
 
 
RESULTS 
Natural sand and clay was uncovered just 0.21m below the present ground level, which was formed 
from a layer of modern made ground containing brick and concrete rubble. The only notable features 
recorded during the watching brief were a late post-medieval to modern brick lined well, recorded 
2.20m from the southwest end of the foundation trench (Figure 2, Plate 2), and a modern brick lined 
structure recorded adjacent to the existing building to the east (Figure 2, Plate 3). Both the features 
were located beneath the modern made ground deposits and are likely associated with the 19th 
century farm.   
 
CONCLUSIONS 
No archaeological features or finds dating to before the current farm was built in the 19th century 
were encountered.  
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Plate 2 Brick lined well, view north-east 
 

 

Plate 3 Brick structure, view north-east 
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This Report has been prepared solely for the person/party which commissioned it and for the specifically titled project or named part 
thereof referred to in the Report. The Report should not be relied upon or used for any other project by the commissioning 
person/party without first obtaining independent verification as to its suitability for such other project, and obtaining the prior written 
approval of York Archaeological Trust for Excavation & Research Limited (“YAT”). YAT accepts no responsibility or liability for the 
consequences of this Report being relied upon or used for any purpose other than the purpose for which it was specifically 
commissioned. Nobody is entitled to rely upon this Report other than the person/party which commissioned it. YAT accepts no 
responsibility or liability for any use of or reliance upon this Report by anybody other than the commissioning person/party. 
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