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INTRODUCTION 
A watching brief on ground works for an electrical service trench was undertaken by York 
Archaeological Trust on behalf of Northern Power Grid on the 30

th
 of January at Dalton Terrace 

south-east of English Martyrs Church, NGR SE593511 (Figure 1). The objective of the watching brief 
was to record any archaeological deposits or structures exposed by the ground works.  
 
The reasoning for the watching brief was due to its location within the Area of Archaeological 
Importance for York. Also a previous evaluation immediately adjacent found well preserved 
archaeological features (YAT report number: 2014/38). 
 
METHODOLOGY 
A roughly rectangular area was excavated, measuring 3m long by 0.5m wide, located within the 
north-east pavement of Dalton Terrace (Plates 2 & 3). The excavation process was not observed as 
the area was stripped to a depth of 0.5m and left open for observations, it was mechanically 
excavated (Figure 2, Plate 2). This included removal of the pavement tarmac and concrete.  
 
The excavated area had digital photographs taken of it with a 0.5m scale, and notes and sketches 
were taken of location of the trench and deposits found. 
 

RESULTS 
The AOD for the top of the pavement on Dalton Terrace is roughly 20.20m AOD. The sequence of 
deposits and their depths were very similar to those found in the evaluation (YAT report number: 
2014/38).   
 
The earliest deposit observed in the trench was an orange-brown, silty sand, plough soil observed at 
20.10m AOD, it extended beyond the excavated depth of the trench 19.70m AOD and was roughly 
0.4m thick. Above this was a tarmac and concrete mixed deposit making up the pavement surface 
and boundary to the buildings roughly 0.1m thick.  
 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
No evidence of significant archaeology was encountered during these works.  
  
Archaeology was limited to plough soil, a twentieth century service relating to the previous electrical 
supply and a pavement surface and its construction makeup deposits.  
 
Many thanks to the groundwork contractor staff onsite for their co-operation and assistance during 
these works. 
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Figure 1   Site location, scale 1:400 



 YORK ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
 

SITE Dalton Terrace, York 

CLIENT NAME Northern Power Grid (NPG) 

YAT PROJECT # 6038 YAT REPORT # 2018/16 

MUSEUM ACCESSION # N/A GRID REFERENCE SE593511 

PLANNING REFERENCE # N/A AAI OPS NOTICE # 17028 

 

 

COMPLETED BY A. Shaw CHECKED BY I. Milsted FINISHED 28/02/18 

FINDS 0 SAMPLES 0 PHOTOS 8 PAGE 3 of 7 

 
Registered Charity in England & Registered Office: A Company Limited by Guarantee 
Wales (509060) & Scotland 47 Aldwark, York YO1 7BX Without Share Capital Registered 
(SCO42846) Tel: 01904 663000  Fax: 01904 663024  in England No. 1430801 
 
 
Offices in:   SHEFFIELD, trading as ArcHeritage     GLASGOW, trading as Northlight Heritage NOTTINGHAM, trading as Trent & Peak Archaeology 

Crown copyright reserved. Reproduced with the permission of OS on behalf of HMSO. Licence number 100018343 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Figure 2   Section, scale 1:10 
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Plate 1    Dalton Terrace, looking south-east 
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Plate 2   Section with 0.5m scale, looking north-east 
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Plate 3 Excavated trench 0.5m scale, looking south-east 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Report has been prepared solely for the person/party which commissioned it and for the specifically titled project or named part 
thereof referred to in the Report. The Report should not be relied upon or used for any other project by the commissioning 
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person/party without first obtaining independent verification as to its suitability for such other project, and obtaining the prior written 
approval of York Archaeological Trust for Excavation & Research Limited (“YAT”). YAT accepts no responsibility or liability for the 
consequences of this Report being relied upon or used for any purpose other than the purpose for which it was specifically 
commissioned. Nobody is entitled to rely upon this Report other than the person/party which commissioned it. YAT accepts no 
responsibility or liability for any use of or reliance upon this Report by anybody other than the commissioning person/party. 


