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On 5
th
 and 6

th
 January 2010 York Archaeological Trust undertook a watching brief towards the 

south-western end of Duncombe Place, York (Figure 1). The objective was to record any deposits, 
features or buried structures exposed during the excavation of a number of trenches (Figure 2) to lay 
new mains electricity cables and ducts. The trenches varied in size but they were all c.0.9m deep. 
Trench 1 was located in the pavement outside St. Wilfrid’s RC Church and measured c.1.5 x 1m. 
From this, Trench 2, measuring c.0.8m wide, lead across the road to the pavement on the south-
east side of Duncombe Place, where it intersected with the northern part of Trench 3. This was 
somewhat irregular but was roughly rectangular and measured c.8 x 1m. A short distance north-east 
of Trench 3, and again within the pavement, was Trench 4 which was c.4 x 1m. A total of three 
sections were recorded in detail (Figure 2) and are described below. In addition to the written notes 
a number of detailed and general colour digital photographs were taken. Excavation was generally 
by mini digger although hand digging took place in proximity to existing services. 
 

 
 

Figure 1   Location of Duncombe Place 
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Section 1 

 
This section was located towards the north-west end of Trench 2 within the road. The earliest 
deposit noted, between 0.6m and at least the base of the trench at 0.9m below ground level (BGL), 
was a dark greyish-brown slightly clayey silt with occasional charcoal flecks (1000). All contexts 
above this were of modern origin and comprised levelling deposits (1001 and 1002) and the road 
surface (1003).  
 

 
 

Figure 2   Location of trenches and recorded sections 
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Plate 1   North-west end of Trench 2, Section 1, looking south-west 
 

 
 

Plate 2   Central part of Trench 2, Section 2, looking west 
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Section 2 
 
This section was towards the centre of Trench 2. The earliest deposit recorded, only seen in the 
base of the trench at c.0.9m BGL, was a very dark greyish-brown slightly clayey silt with occasional 
patches of dark brown silt (1004). As in Section 1 all overlying contexts were modern levelling (1005 
and 1006) or the existing road surface (1007).  
 

 
 

Plate 3   Trench 4, Section 3, looking north-east 
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Section 3 
 
This section was in Trench 4 and was also broadly representative of the contexts seen in Trenches 1 
and 3. Between 0.65m and at least 0.9m BGL there was a mid brown silt with moderate pale brown 
mortar and brick / tile 1008) in which there were various modern services. Above this was a 0.3m 
deep layer of mid orange sand (1009) and sealing that a 0.15m deep deposit of mid brown silt 
(1010). Overlying this was a mixture of dark brown silt and very pale brown mortar (1011) which 
formed the bedding for the modern pavement surface of stone slabs (1012). 
 

 
 

Plate 4   General view of works, looking south-west 
 

Conclusions 

 

Very little of archaeological significance was noted although Contexts 1000 and 1004 in Trench 2 
may have been build-up deposits. The date of these is uncertain but since they underlie the 
structures along Lop Lane (forerunner of Duncombe Place) demolished in the 1860s to create the 
present Duncombe Place they are certainly pre-mid 19

th
 century. No surfaces belonging to Lop Lane 

were recorded and it would appear that these were removed during the creation of Duncombe Place, 
a practice noted elsewhere in central York. Damage to any significant archaeology in the area of the 
works was minimal. 


