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Report 
1 Background 
1.1 Reasons for the project 
An archaeological evaluation and building recording project were undertaken on land off Raglan 
Street, Wolverhampton (NGR SO 9085 9840; Fig 1) in two stages, firstly during February 2012 and 
secondly during October 2013. It was completed on behalf of Cube Management LLP and Bowmer 
and Kirkland. The intention is to construct retail, residential and leisure facilities on the site and a 
planning application has been submitted to Wolverhampton City Council (reference 
11/00430/FUL).  

There are no known archaeological sites within the area of the development and it was mainly 
open ground until the mid 19th century when the site was absorbed into the suburbs of 
Wolverhampton. The archaeological interest of the site is focused upon the metalworking industry, 
known to have developed in the area alongside domestic housing as part of this expansion, and 
the potential survival of any earlier occupation. 

The project conforms to the Standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (IfA 2009) 
and the Standard and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing 
buildings and structures (IfA 2008). The project also conforms to a Brief prepared by the Black 
Country Archaeologist (WCC 2011) in response to which a project proposal (including detailed 
specification) was produced for the evaluation (HEAS 2012) and building recording (WA 2012b). 

2 Aims 
The overall aims of this evaluation are:  

 to establish the nature, importance and extent of the archaeological site: 

 to assess the impact of the application on the archaeological site 

More specifically, the Brief identified a series of particular aims for this project. These defined a 
requirement to: 

 establish and characterise the earliest (pre-18th) occupation on the site; 

 identify areas of well-preserved 18th-19th century domestic occupation; 

 identify and characterise deposits associated with industrial activity of 19th century date 

The overall aims of the building recording are:  

 establish the character, history, dating, form and archaeological development of the building; 

 identify the building's location, age and type 

More specifically, the Brief identified a series of particular aims for this project. These defined a 
requirement to produce: 

 a record of the building prior to alteration or removal of original fixtures and fittings. 

3 Methods 
3.1 Personnel 
The project was undertaken by Andrew Mann (BA, MSc), Richard Bradley (BA, MA, AIfA) and 
Shona Robson-Glyde (BA, Post-Grad Dip Arch). Fieldwork was undertaken by Andrew Mann, 
Chris Gibbs, Jon Webster, Richard Bradley, Graham Arnold and Shona Robson-Glyde. The project 
manager responsible for the quality of the project was Tom Vaughan (BA, MA, AIfA). Illustrations 
were prepared by Carolyn Hunt (BSc, Post-Grade Cert, MIfA). Dennis Williams (PhD) contributed 
the finds analysis.  
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3.2 Documentary research 
Prior to fieldwork commencing a desk-based assessment (DBA) of the site was undertaken by 
Worcestershire Archaeology for Sainsbury's Supermarket Ltd (Hurst 2001). This was subsequently 
revised and updated and and incorporated into the wider environmental statement for the site 
(Turley Associates 2011). This presented, in detail, the archaeological background to the site and 
is therefore briefly summarised in Section 4 below. The DBA consulted the historic mapping for the 
site area and completed map regression analysis, as well as visiting the site to assess the current 
use of the area and the location and extent of visible heritage assets. A search was also made of 
the Black Country Sites and Monuments Record within a 100m radius from the site in order to 
further understand the landscape context and heritage assets in the surrounding area.   

3.3 Fieldwork strategy 
3.3.1 Evaluation 
Three areas of archaeological potential were identified in the environmental statement based on 
the desk-based assessment (Turley Associates 2011): 

 Area 1, south of Stanhope Street; 

 Area 2, north of Stanhope Street; 

 Area 3, between Raglan Street and St Mark's Street  

A detailed specification was prepared by WA (HEAS 2012) and following this methodology, 
fieldwork was undertaken firstly between 30 January and 3 February 2012 and then latterly from 
the 21 to 23 October 2013. The locations of the excavated trenches can be seen in Figure 2. The 
brief required a 2% sample of each of the three areas to be investigated although on-site 
restrictions limited the first stage of the evaluation and necessitated the second stage of work.  

In 2012, the full compliment of trenching was dug in Area 1, south of Stanhope Street (Trenches 3
and 4). In Area 3, between Raglan Street and St Mark's Street, a trench had to be abandoned due 
to the presence of a below ground car park and a high water table with contaminated ground 
(Trench 2). Thus only one 25m long trench was completed toward the north end of the site, 
representing a 46% reduction in the proposed coverage in Area 3 (Trenches 1 and 2). At this stage 
the two proposed trenches in Area 2 (north of Stanhope Street) amounting to 39.2m² could not be 
opened due to access restrictions. These were completed in October 2013, when a new stage of 
work commenced on the site and access was facilitated, and were recorded as Trenches 5 and 6. 

Deposits considered not to be significant were removed using a JCB 3CX wheeled excavator, 
employing a toothless bucket under constant archaeological supervision. Subsequent excavation 
was undertaken by hand. Clean surfaces were inspected and selected deposits were excavated to 
retrieve artefactual material as well as to determine their nature and assess stratigraphic 
relationships. Deposits were recorded according to standard WA practice (Worcestershire 
Archaeology 2012a) and the trenches were located using a differential GPS (Leica NetRover) with 
an accuracy limit set at 0.04m. On completion of excavation, trenches were reinstated by replacing 
the excavated material. 

3.3.2 Building recording 
A detailed specification has been prepared by WA (WA 2012b). 

Fieldwork was undertaken on 25 January, 29 February and 1 March 2012.

Building recording consisted of a photographic survey of the interior and exterior of the Attwood 
Building, analysis of its development and annotation of existing survey drawings. All photographs 
were taken with photographic scales visible in each shot. The photographic survey was carried out 
with a Son��D!3(�����
����@��������5�����$��
����$�	��������������������$��-forma Photographic 
Record Sheet. Annotation of existing ground plans and elevations, and completion of pro-forma 
Building Record sheets, complemented the photographic record.  
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The project conformed to the specification for a level 2 record as defined by English Heritage (EH 
2006 Understanding historic buildings: A guide to good recording practice). This level of survey is a 
descriptive and visual record supplemented by the minimum of information needed to identify the 
+�������E	�����
�������������
�$�5�����������������$����������������0����
����
��$�������
conclusions about the buildings development and use. This required the following elements of 
survey: 

Survey and drawings 
 Plans of all main floors and elevations as existing (provided by client). 

 Measured drawings showing the form of any architectural or functional detail not more readily 
captured by photography. 

Photography 
 Overall appearance of rooms and circulation areas. 

 Detailed coverage o0�
���+�������E	��7
�������$$�������5

������
�����	
���
��������������
������������
�
��
���+�������E	���	�����������$���
������	���
which does not show on general photographs. 

3.3.3 Structural analysis 
All fieldwork records were checked and cross-referenced. Analysis was effected through a 
combination of structural and artefactual evidence, allied to the information derived from other 
sources. 

Analysis of the building was based on the study of the photographic record, building recording 
forms and annotated drawings. It was also informed by the documentary sources listed above.  

3.4 Artefact methodology, by Dennis Williams 

3.4.1 Artefact recovery policy 
The artefact recovery policy conformed to standard WA practice (WA 2012a; appendix 2). 

3.4.2 Method of analysis 
All hand-retrieved finds were examined. They were identified, quantified and dated to period. 
Terminus post quem date ranges were produced for stratified contexts, and used for determining 
the broad date of phases defined for the site. All information was recorded on pro forma sheets. 

A single, small piece of animal bone was examined, but this was not worthy of further analysis, nor 
is it included in the Table 1 quantification (Appendix 2). 

The pottery and ceramic building material was examined under ×20 magnification and recorded by 
fabric type and form according to the fabric reference series maintained by the service (Hurst and 
Rees 1992 and www.worcestershireceramics.org).

3.4.3 Discard policy 
The following categories/types of material will be discarded after a period of 6 months following the 
submission of this report, unless there is a specific request to retain them (and subject to the 
collection policy of the relevant depository):  

 where unstratified 

 post-medieval pottery, and;  

 generally where material has been assessed as having no obvious grounds for retention. 
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3.5 Environmental archaeology methodology 

3.5.1 Sampling policy 
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5 Results 
5.1 Structural analysis 
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5.1.1 Phase 1: Natural deposits 
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5.1.2 Phase 2: 19th century 
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5.1.3 Phase 3:  19th/20th century 
������/���
���0�
�����
���0��
���	����
���	�
�����������	�= ( '�� (')��!((3��!((1�����3( !?����
	������	�= ( 9�����)( 2?5����
����	G�����+�����	
���
����	�������
��
��
�0��������������� ��+�
�
���	
���
����	����0�������+����	�=)( 3?����	���	������
�0������
�����������)�="��
��2?�������	G�����
��������
�$��	
���
����+���
�0�����������
���0���,�	���+����	�=3(()?���	�0���������������3�="��
��
9?5�4��������0���$�
��
��������	
�������
���
���$$�������
�������	�$�	�
���	����
���
������	�G�����	��
��
������
�������	����������������
�����0�
�����������0�
��	���
�����������
���������	������
��
��
����	
�����
���
��	����
���	�
�5������������:�	�����$	�= ('(�����!((!?������0�����
��$�	
,��
��
	
���
���	�����	������	����������� ������������!������	
����
�����	���������=2( '?���	�0�����
��+��
+����
��
���������������+����,�$�0���
���	��0���	�����������25��

���������
��������	�!�����)�
�����������������	�������
��0����	�
��
�����
��
��
����������
����	
�������
���
������0��
����	����
���	�
�5�.������
����������������
����
��'(
�����
��������,
��������������
����������0����������������������	������0�������������0�
���
������	�����		�
���	�
�5��

5.1.4 Phase 3:  20th century Attwood Building  
�����

����������������	����	
���
������
��� 9)(	���� 93(	5�.
��	���
�	��������
��� 9!1�
<�����������������$��0����������$
���+�
��	�	���������� 932���$5�������	�����0�
���+���������
�7
����������	������������$�����0�
���	
�����0� 9)(	�+�������	���
���
	�������
���
�����	$����������
����
�������
�����
	�����0�
���
����5��

����+�������������	���������$��
��0���������
���������	��0���������
���
���
�*���C	�����������
�
*���C	��
���
�=6���!?5�%���
��
��������0�
���������
����������0������0�
���+���������
�
���	��
�,
��	
���������	�
���0��	
�0������
�
������
�,��	
������������
���+�	����
��0�
���	��
�,��	
��������
+�����	�
����������0������
�
������
����	
��������=6���2?5�����+���������	����	
���
����0�+������0�
��������������	�������
�	5���������	
�$��
��0�
��� 9)(	����
����������,+�����+����	���	�
��
�$��
�
+���
�����
�*���C	������������������
���
�=6���;?5������
�*���C	��
���
���������	����	
���
������

��� 93(	��	����������,����+����	5��

���� 9)(	�$��
��0�
���+�����+��������="��
�� (?���	�$��
�,���		�������	����
�������	
�0�����="��
��
  ?5������$$���0����	������������	���
��������
��	�������	������������	�="��
�� '?5���
�����
���
����	
�0���������
��
��+�����
��	���������
������$��	�������
���$��
�,���		�������	5���������$��



����	+���C	���
�����������
���
�����������$
���

�

�
"����1�

��	������������	�="��
�� !?���	�����������
	���������
��0����="��
�� )?������	���������
��
$������5�����+����������	���0��
����0��������+����������
����+�����$���$�
���
��������
����$����
="��
�� 3?5��

������������
���
�=���
�,��	
?������
����="��
�� 2?���	�
���$��
�����		�������	����
���������0�����
����	��������
���������$$���0�����������	5������
�*���C	������=���
�,��	
?������
����="��
�� ;?�
�	�	����
���	���
���������������	�7��0�
����$$���0�����������	5�.
	����������
���
�*���C	��
���
���	����
�7
���0�����
�����	����	��0,���
������0��
�="��
�� 1?5���
��
��	������������
��������0�
���+�����������
��������
���
�="��
�� 9?�����
�$$���+����	�����	G�����
�������
����$���$�
�
���	�����	�
�����	
��0�

���+�������5��

�����������+�
�����
�����������
���
������
�*���C	�����������
���	���	������������0���,	
������
�����,	��$����
�����="��
��'(?���
����+���������
	����
���0��	
�0������������="��
��' ?�����
����
���������
	��$�
�����
	����="��
��''?5�.
��	�
�$$�����
����������
�����

��	�	$���������
�C����<<%C�
="��
��'!������
	�	���������
���	������	�������������C$��
����C�	
����������	�="��
��')?5��

.�
���������
���+��������	
�������
���	������+����0� 9)(	����������0��
���	5�<��
�������	
�0��������
���+����0�
�������	��������
������
��������������0�����	��0���	��0�������
����
��+�����������
��
+���	�������������		��
�="��
��'3?5�����	$�����	
�����	��="��
��'2?����
����������
�������	���$$���	�

��+����������5�.
��	���	
����������	��$���������
�����
��$�������
����	5������+����0�����
������0�

���	�
="��
��';?���
����
���
�������	���$$����
��+����������5�����0��
����
���	������0��������
���	�
���
�����	
������
��0�	���������0��
���	�0����
��� 9)(	5�
�$+����	�="��
��'1?������
������0�

���	�="��
��
'9?������	�="��
��!(?��������	�="��
��! ?��	���
����+����	�="��
��!'?�����$��
��������	�="��
��!!?�
�����������
��
5���
����
�����
�������	�
���������������$��7�-��
���
�"�

�����="��
��!)?���������	�
����0��
�����0����������� 9'9��������
��� 9!(	���	�	��������
��	� 9'9�	���	���
�������="��
��
!3?5�����0��	
�0������0�
���+��������	
������
���	��
	����������������	�="��
��!2?�������������0�
���������
����	�������B����$��
�
�����,�00������="��
��!;?���	���$$���	�
��+��$��
��0�
������������	
���
���5��

.
��	��������������
�����	��

�������������@
�����������
��
���	�
���+�
������
��
C	��������	�
0���� 93!�	����	
�
��
�
������������
���	�
��+��
��	�
���5������������	�����
�
����C*�		�	�
�����	�
�

�������������	C����������$��������+��&���	�-�++��	��0����������$
��5����������
	$���0���
�����������	�0���������$��
�,���		�������	���
��	
����0����	���������0�������+��
	�=6���1?5�
�����	����
��
��

�������
�����
����������0�����������	��0�
���+��������
��
���$��
�,���		����	�
	����
�����="��
��!1?���	
��������0���
����������0�����
��+���	����	�������	�������5����� 932�
<�����������������$�	���	���������������	
���
����
����
��
����	
���
������
��� 9)(	5�.
��	��������

��
�
����7
��	�����0�
���+���������������
�*���C	��
���
�="��
��!9?�����
��
���������0�
����������
�
���
������
����="��
��)(?����	��
����$������
�
��	�
�����0�������$���
��0�
���+�������5����	�����
���
��������+��������+������
�
�����������0���������
���
���
�*���C	�����������
�*���C	��
���
�=6���2?5�
��������+����������	�+���
���
��+���������������������������
����
��� 9)(	����	5������
�*���C	�
�
���
������
����=6���;>�"��
��!9?������������$$���������	�����	��������+������������	�0���
���
�������0����5����������������0������������	����������$����������
��	$��	�����
��	
����	
�������	�
������
��
���0����������+������0������	
����/��	
	�=��&	?�="��
��) ?5�����0��	
�0�������	����0�����
��

���$�
��������0	�0������0����	
����
��		�	�="��
��)'?�������	�������������$���="��
��)!?�+�
���	�
	�����+����$��
���	�+,�������5�


�����	��

�������������@
���$$���	�
�������	
������
�
����

��������������
��������
�
���
 93(	��2(	�����;(	�����	
���	�����������00���	�����
�00�����
���
�����������$
��5��

5.2 Artefact analysis, by Dennis Williams 
������
�0��
�����		��+������0����!!�	
��
�0�������
�7
	�����������$�

�����+�����+�����������$�$�	��
���		�����
�������
����	��������
������	�	����������+��� �����$$����7�'�+����5�����$�

������	�
�����������������������
�������
��������
�������	��0��+��	���������������	����������
�
��
���	�
�+������������=���H (�?5��

�	���
��



�����	
��	������������������ � � � � � ����������	
��	�����
���
��
�������

�

�
"����9�

����$�

����	����	����������$�������G���
�0��������������
��0�+����
�$���������$��	���$�	
,
��������������������	����	�=��+���'���$$����7�'?5��

����$�

������	�������
���+�� 9
�,'(
�����
����������=0�+����13?�����	
��������=0�+����1 ?��
�$�����
�0�������
������$�	�
	����
�������������0����$��
����������������������	����0������5�@�
�� 1
�����
����
����������=0�+����1)?������ ;
�, 1
�����
������������	�=0�+����;1?�����+�00�����	�=0�+����9 ?�������
��	��������
����
��	����$�	�
	5�

.��������!((;����+������
�$	����� 1
����������� 9
�����
����$�

������	�0����5����	����$��	���	�����
	����	��0�����������=0�+����1)?��$���������=0�+����1!?�����+�00��������
��	��$,
�������������
����
=0�+����9 ?5�.
���	���	���+	������
��
�
��������0���	�0������	��������������2( !��������$��+�+���$��,
��
�������	
�������
���
���
�
���	�
�������� ;
�, 1
�����
������������	�=0�+����;1?�����+�00�����	�
=0�+����9 ?5��

��
�
������������
���
����

���$���+����	��
�����0��������	� ((2�� ( '��!( 2��!( ;��)((;�����)((1����������	� ((3�����
 (  ���������0���������
�������	���	����	��
��
���.�$������	�B���0�9I�J�)KI�J�!I�����������$
���
�0
��� 1)(�=%�����������	�00�'((;?5�����������
�$�������$����+�����0����������++��������� (( ���	�
	�������������
������
������		�
��
��	�5�

6����.�$�����,	�B��+����	���
��0���	����������������0����0���� ((9�������!(  ��������
�)( 3�����
������
�0����)(''5�����+�����0��������)(''�+����
���������0���00����L�
�5�� 9
�,'(
�����
����+�����
�����	��0��
���+�������������
��
�0���� ((9�����
���
���������C"�<�"�4�C���	���+��
���@������
������
��$����0���� 9( �������	�=�
��

���������������'(((?5��

��0������
��0������B���
�����0����0�����	��0����2((!����	��0���
�� 9
�����������'(
�����
����
����0��
���5�6��
����0�
����0������
	�����������0����������	�0���	�������$�	�
	������$��+�+��� 1
��
��������� 9
�����
���������
�������	
���������0����	��
���������B������������$�$�	���0� 9
�����'( ��
���
������
����������	����
��5�

�����������

6������
	��0������$�$��	
��	�����+���	������������0�������
�7
	�
��������
�
���	�
�������
��������	
�����7��$
�0�����+������
����	$����������0�$�

����������
�����0�������������� (('5����	�
��	��0���0����$���������5 1)(,;(�=��
��'(('>�<	����� 9;3?5�

����
��
��������

����������������
�0��
	�0������
�
��	�	�
�������
�$������0�����	
�����������	
�������	������������
���
 9
������'( �����
����	5�@�
�� 9
�����
����+�

������		���	�����������0�������
�7
� ( 1�=0�����0������
 ((3?����������	�����
������'(
�����
��������
������=��	���
�����$$����������?����������������
=	
�������	
���?���+��	5���C%������	C�$��
��,+��		�����������	�����	$��	�����0�
������,'(
��
���
�������	�0����������++���+���0����!( 35���$������0����
�����$��+�+���0����
���	�����0���	�����
��	�����������0������0����3(('����������	�����
������0������
	��0�������������������		������		��
��
����0����
��� 9
������������'(
�����
����	5������$��0����		��	����0�������������� (('���	�
$��+�+�����
��0����0�����	���
�$$���0������0������5�

5.2.1 Overview of artefactual evidence 
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7 Publication summary 
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Figure 2Trench and building location plan
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Figure 7Attwood Building elevations
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Figure 81953 architects drawings for Attwood Building
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Appendix 1   Trench descriptions 
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Appendix 2   Artefact Tables 
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