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Desk-based assessment at Home Farm, Beckford, Worcestershire 

Andrew Mann 

Summary 

A desk-based assessment was undertaken at Home Farm, Beckford, Worcestershire (NGR 
398175.7 235969.5). It was undertaken on behalf of Boughton Butler Architecture and Planning 
Ltd, who are preparing an application for the construction of a care village at Home Farm Beckford, 
for which a screening opinion for the development has been sought. 

This report describes and assesses the significance of the heritage assets (and potential heritage 
assets) that are potentially affected by the application. The setting of heritage assets is considered. 
The potential impact of the application, and the need for further on-site evaluation, is assessed. 

The site has potential to contain Palaeolithic, Iron Age and Roman archaeological remains of 
regional and possible national importance. The Iron Age and Roman remains are likely to form part 
of an extensive network of similarly dated settlements through this part of the Carrant Valley. They 
may also be associated with regionally important Iron Age and Roman settlement remains that 
were excavated in the 1960s and 1970s but have yet to be published. It is though that the 
development will not have a negative effect upon the setting of any local built heritage assets and 
that the development may have some beneficial aspects.  
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Report 

1 Background 

1.1 Reasons for the project 

A desk-based assessment was undertaken at Home Farm, Beckford, Worcestershire (NGR 
398175.7 235969.5) (Figure 1). It was undertaken on behalf of Boughton Butler Architecture and 
Planning Ltd, who are preparing an application for the construction of a care village at Home Farm 
Beckford. 

The proposed development site is considered to include heritage assets and potential heritage 
assets the significance of which may be affected by the application, specifically Iron Age and 
Roman settlement remains (WSM 00497). 

A screening opinion for the development has been sought. In response to this a letter dated 18th 
February 2015, from Mike Glyde (ref. W/15/0364), Worcestershire Historic Environment Planning 
Officer to Stephen Holloway of Wychavon District Council set out a number of areas relating to the 
historic environment to be addressed within the an Environmental Impact Assessment. It is now 
understood that an EIA is not required but an archaeological desk-based assessment (this report) 
should be included as part of the application. The project also conforms to the Standard and 
guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (CIfA 2014). 

The event reference for this project, given by the Worcestershire Historic Environment Record 
(HER) is WSM66640.  

1.2 Planning background 

Present government planning policy is contained within the National Planning Policy Framework 
(DCLG 2012). This is supplemented by detailed guidance which had related to earlier government 
policy but which is at least partially still relevant to the present policy (DCLG/DCMS/EH 2010). 

2 Aims 

The general aims of this assessment are to: 

 establish the nature and extent of the heritage assets; 

 assesses the significance of the heritage assets within the application site and affected by the 
proposed development; 

 assess the impact of the application on the heritage assets.  

3 Methods 

3.1 Personnel 

The assessment was undertaken by Andrew Mann (MSc); who joined Worcestershire Archaeology 
in 2004 and has been practicing archaeology since 2001. The project manager responsible for the 
quality of the project was Tom Rogers (MSc). Illustrations were prepared by Laura Templeton.  

3.2 Documentary research 

All relevant information on the history of the site and past land-use was collected and assessed. 
Records of known archaeological sites and monuments were obtained from the Worcestershire 
Historic Environment Record (HER). Historic maps and published sources were also consulted. 

The results are mapped on Figs 5-7 and the details of individual features of the historic 
environment are given in Appendix 1. HER references have been used throughout this 
assessment. 

3.3 List of sources consulted 

Cartographic sources 
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 Conjectural 18th-19th Century Map of Beckford Transcribed by D. Guyatt 

 1885 1st Edition Ordnance Survey 

 1903 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey 

 1904-1939 3rd Edition Ordnance Survey 

Aerial photographs 

 National Library of Air Photo’s 1995 and 1999   

Documentary sources 

 Bishop, S, 2009, The Carrant Valley Landscape NMP, National Mapping programme 
Report, English Heritage 

 CIfA 2014    Standard and guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment, 
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, updated December 2014 

 DCLG 2012    National Planning Policy Framework, Department for Communities and 
Local Government 

 DCLG/DCMS/EH 2010    PPS5 Planning for the historic environment: historic environment 
planning practice guide, Department for Communities and Local Government/Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport/English Heritage 

 English Heritage     2011 The setting of heritage assets, English Heritage 

 Mawer, A, and Stenton, F M, 1927    The place-names of Worcestershire, Cambridge 
University Press, London 

 Mindykowski, A, Atkin, M, Hancox, E, and Rogers, T 2010 Historic environment 
assessment for the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy area, Historic Environment 
and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County Council, report 1672 

 Ragg, J M, Beard, G R, George, H, Heaven, F W, Hollis, J M, Jones, R J A, Palmer, R C, 
Reeve, M J, Robson, J D, and Whitfield, W A D, 1984    Soils and their use in midland and 
western England, Soil Survey of England and Wales, 12 

 Russell, O, and Daffern, N, 2014, Putting the Palaeolithic into Worcestershire's HER: 
creating an evidence base and toolkit, English Heritage 

 Thorn, F, and Thorn, C, 1982    Domesday Book - Worcestershire, Chichester 

 VCH I, Page, W (ed), 1913    Victoria History of the County of Worcestershire, I 

 WA 2015    Proposal for a desk-based assessment at Home Farm, Beckford, 
Worcestershire, Worcestershire County Council, unpublished document dated 23 April 
2015, P4553 

 WCC 2010    Standards and guidelines for archaeological projects in Worcestershire, 
Planning Advisory Section, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service, 
Worcestershire County Council unpublished report 604, amended July 2012 

 Wilks, M, 2007, The defence of Worcestershire and the southern approaches to 
Brimingham, Little Longston, Longston Press. 

3.4 Other methods 

A site visit was undertaken on 29-4-15. 

This assessment is limited to consideration of heritage assets and potential assets that are 
relevant to the application site. 
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3.5 Impact assessment criteria 

The criteria cited in Table 1 have been used. 

Major Beneficial: Demonstrable improvement to a designated heritage asset of the highest order 
(or its setting), or non-designated asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest of demonstrable 
significance equal to that of a scheduled monument. Designated assets will include scheduled 
monuments, grade I/II* listed buildings, grade I/II* registered parks and gardens, registered 
battlefields, protected wrecks or World Heritage Sites. Improvement may be in the asset's 
management, its amenity value, setting, or documentation (for instance enhancing its research 
value). It may also be in better revealing a World Heritage Site or Conservation Area's 
significance. 

Beneficial: Demonstrable improvement to a designated heritage asset (or its setting), or non-
designated asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest such that the level of improvement will 
demonstrably have a minor affect the area and its heritage resource, either at a local or regional 
level. For instance grade II listed buildings, Conservation Areas and undesignated heritage assets 
important at a sub-national level. Improvement may be in the asset's management, its amenity 
value, setting, or documentation (for instance enhancing its research value). 

Not Significant: Impacts that have no long-term effect on any heritage asset. 

Minor Adverse: Minor harm to a designated heritage asset (or its setting), or non-designated 
asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest such that the level of harm will demonstrably have 
a minor affect the area and its heritage resource, either at a local or regional level. For instance 
grade II listed buildings, Conservation Areas and undesignated heritage assets important at a 
sub-national level. 

Moderate Adverse: Minor harm to a designated heritage asset (or its setting) of the highest 
significance, or non-designated asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest of demonstrable 
significance equal to that of a scheduled monument. For instance scheduled monuments, grade 
I/II* listed buildings, grade I/II* registered parks and gardens, registered battlefields, protected 
wrecks or World Heritage Sites. 

Harm to a designated heritage asset (or its setting), or non-designated asset (or its setting) of 
archaeological interest such that the level of harm will demonstrably affect the area and its 
heritage resource, either at a local or regional level. For instance grade II listed buildings, 
Conservation Areas and undesignated heritage assets important at a sub-national level. 

Major Adverse: Harm to a designated heritage asset (or its setting) of the highest significance, or 
non-designated asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest of demonstrable significance equal 
to that of a scheduled monument. For instance scheduled monuments, grade I/II* listed buildings, 
grade I/II* registered parks and gardens, registered battlefields, protected wrecks, World Heritage 
Sites or harm to a building or other element that makes a positive contribution to the significance 
of a Conservation Area as a whole. 

Substantial harm to, or loss of, a designated heritage asset (or its setting), or non-designated 
asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest such that the level of harm or loss will demonstrably 
affect the area and its heritage resource, either at a local or regional level. For instance grade II 
listed buildings, Conservation Areas and undesignated heritage assets important at a sub-national 
level. 
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Severe Adverse: Substantial harm to, or loss of, a designated heritage asset (or its setting) of the 
highest significance, or non-designated asset (or its setting) of archaeological interest of 
demonstrable significance equal to that of a scheduled monument. For instance scheduled 
monuments, grade I/II* listed buildings, grade I/II* registered parks and gardens, registered 
battlefields, protected wrecks, World Heritage Sites or the loss of a building or other element that 
makes a positive contribution to the significance of a Conservation Area as a whole. 

Unknown: Where there is insufficient information to determine either significance or impact for 
any heritage asset, or where a heritage asset is likely to exist but this has not been established, or 
where there is insufficient evidence for the absence of a heritage asset. For instance where 
further information will enable the planning authority to make an informed decision. 

Table 1: Impact assessment criteria for heritage asset 

4 The application site 

4.1 Location and size 

The study area included the application site (Fig 1), though heritage assets were considered within 
1km of the site in order to provide a broader understanding of the local context. The application site 
is approximately 4.5ha in area and is located to the east of Beckford in the Carrant Valley. It forms 
part of a large (18ha) site surrounding the application area that will also be landscaped (but does 
not form part of this application). 

4.2 Topography, geology and soils 

The application site sits within a gently rolling landscape of in the Carrant Valley. The soils are of 
the Fladbury series, pelo-alluvial gley soils which are clayey throughout (Ragg et al 1984). These 
overlie alluvial deposits and drift deposits (sand and gravels) of the second terrace of the River 
Avon (Geological Survey of England and Wales (Drift), Moreton-in-Marsh, Institute of Geological 
Sciences, 1:50000, sheet 217). The site straddles the terrace edge with the northern half 
encompassing part of the second terrace and southern half sitting in the floodplain of the Carrant 
Brook. 
  

4.3 Current land-use 

Surrounding the application site the land use is mainly arable farmland, reflected in the historic 
character of the landscape with large areas of field amalgamation, field reorganisation and modern 
subdivision. Although the application site itself is currently mostly covered with abandoned poultry 
units, light industrial buildings and greenhouses. There is also an open field to the south west of 
the application site and some woodland across the outer limits of the application area, which is 
densest towards the west (Plates 1-10). 

4.4 Historic land-use and archaeological character 

The following description is taken from Mindykowski, A, et al 2010 Historic environment 
assessment for the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy area. 
 
Bredon and Beckford Summary: A gently rolling landscape of fluvio-glacial drift with free-
draining, base rich brown soils. The land use is arable and the settlement pattern nucleated with a 
low level of dispersal, associated with a regular field pattern, the tree cover relating to thinly 
scattered hedgerow and watercourse trees together with tree groups associated with settlement 
Historic Landscape: This zone, defined to the west by the River Avon and to the south by the 
Carrant Brook, is one of small to medium sized regular, largely arable fields and nucleated 
settlement. Villages are generally small and little expanded from their historic cores apart from 
Bredon which has grown considerably over the last century.  
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Archaeological Character: On the strip of arable land to the north of the Carrant Brook a dense 
pattern of cropmarks have been recorded including Neolithic to Iron Age enclosures, Bronze Age 
field systems and ring ditches, several of which are scheduled ancient monuments. South of 
Beckford an Iron Age settlement was excavated in the late 1960s and a Roman cemetery also 
recorded while excavations south of Kemerton have recorded Iron Age and Saxon settlement. 
Cropmarks relating to medieval settlement are recorded to the north of Bredon and ridge and 
furrow survives in this area, south of Kinsham and Beckford. Historic buildings are scattered 
amongst the villages. Notable is the tithe barn to the west of Bredon related to the former 
monastery. 
 
Much of the land surrounding Beckford and the application site, specifically to the west and east 
has been quarried for sand and gravel (Fig. 3). Much of this land has now been restored although 
a number of lakes survive around the application site, which reflect former quarry pits. Part of the 
application site, including the access road and its north east and north-west corners may also have 
been historically worked for sand and gravel (Fig. 3). The mapped extent of quarrying around and 
in the application site must however be cautiously accepted as historic quarry areas were often not 
mapped as accurately as now. The mapped extent of quarrying in the application site should be 
seen as a maximum extent however, as the northern half of the site was already occupied by 
poultry units when large scale quarrying commenced around Beckford. The southern half of the 
application site is also unlikely to have been quarried as the Carrant floodplain has not been 
worked regionally. The application site is currently occupied by poultry units, light industrial 
buildings and greenhouses which began to be constructed on the application site between 1939 
and1954. Prior to that cartographic evidence suggests that the application area was used as 
agricultural land or formed part of an orchard (Figs 8-11).  
 

5 Heritage assets 

5.1 Designated heritage assets  

Half of the application site (North and East) lies within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and 200m to the east of Beckford Conservation Area (Fig. 4). The conservation area 
focuses on the historic core of the village between Court Farm lane and Ashton Road and was 
designated in 1972.  

There are no designated heritage assets in the application site but there are twelve listed buildings 
within 1km of it, eleven of which lie in the historic core of Beckford, within the conservation area 
(Fig 5.). The majority of the buildings date between the 16th and 18th centuries with the closest to 
the application site being a set of 18th century gate piers on Ashton Road (WSM 46581) and the 
18th century Old House on Station Road (WSM 46580). Other notable listed buildings in the village 
include the medieval church of St John the Baptist (Grade I, WSM 00321) which also contains 3 
listed tombs within its grounds (WSM 46576, 46577, 46578), a 16th century Manor House (WSM 
03614) and Beckford Hall (WSM 00319) of 17th century date constructed on the remains of a 
medieval priory. The latter is also associated with the only listed historic park or garden in 1km of 
the site (WSM 28944) which includes a walled garden, gates piers and a tree avenue of 18th-19th 
century date.  

5.2 Undesignated heritage assets 

There are no known undesignated heritage assets in the application site but there are numerous 
recorded sites in the surrounding 1km (Figs. 6-7).   

The earliest remains recovered in the 1km area around the application site include a number of 
unstratified Palaeolithic stone and flint implements found during quarrying during the 70s and 80s 
(WSM 49713, 50026, 50045, 50046, 50048, 50049, 50090 and 50094-97). A recent re-assessment 
of the Palaeolithic material recovered in Worcestershire to date identified that the artefacts from 
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around Beckford belong to seven broad techno-typological groupings: handaxes, Levallois cores 
and products, bifacial points, laminar cores and products, non-Levallois and non-laminar cores and 
flakes (Russell and Daffern 2014).   

The sand and gravel deposits on which the application site sits have also been identified as having 
high potential for the preservation of Palaeolithic faunal remains and environmental deposits 
(Russell and Daffern 2014).  These sand gravel deposit have been shown to preserve abundant 
plant, coleopteran and molluscan remains (WSM 49738, 49740, 49737) and significant quantities 
of faunal remains including consisting of Mammuthus primigenius (woolly mammoth), Coelodonta 
antiquitatis (woolly rhinoceros), Equus ferus (horse), Bison priscus (Bison), Ovibos moschatus 
(musk ox), Rangifer tarandus (reindeer) and Microtus gregalis, (narrow headed vole). These 
species are typically associated with Devensian deposit (71–20 kya) (Russell and Daffern 2014). 

Other than Palaeolithic remains in the gravel body there are also numerous sites of Bronze Age to 
Romano-British date upon the terrace. There are also numerous cropmark enclosures and features 
throughout the Carrant Valley and around the application site that although are poorly dated are 
also likely to be of similar date. Of most interest are the important Iron Age and Roman settlement 
remains 70m east of the application site (WSM 10269, 10273, 10272, 10268, 10864, 10864) and 
the Iron Age enclosure directly to the north (WSM 05099). Both were excavated prior to gravel 
extraction and although the remains to the east have yet to be published they are known to be of 
regional to national significance. The site was excavated between 1972 and 1979 and contained 
dense occupation remains of Iron Age and Roman date indicative of multiple phases of occupation 
and re-use. The excavation also uncovered a scattered Roman cemetery and dispersed Iron Age 
burials (WSM 10864).  

These settlement remains are part of an extensive spread of prehistoric and Roman cropmarks 
that extends for around 1km along the Carrant Brook between Beckford and Ashton Under Hill 
(Fig. 2). There is also another extensive area of prehistoric and Roman cropmarks 2km to the west 
between Aston Mill and Crashmore Lane also to the north of the Carrant Brook. Many of the 
settlements sites comprise numerous overlapping cropmarks or rectilinear enclosures, burial 
monuments, drip gullies and pits indicative of multiple phases of occupation and re-use through the 
Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman periods (Bishop 2009). In the study around the application site a 
number of these cropmarks, including Bronze Age barrow (WSM 02908), and Iron Age settlement 
(WSM 01056) survive and have not been impacted by quarrying. An Iron Age Square barrow, 
associated burials and settlement activity has also been excavated to the south of the application 
area (WSM 29633). These remains were located south of the Carrant Brook suggesting that 
important prehistoric remains are preserved on both sides of the valley.  

Important environmental deposits including a mire, of Bronze Age to the Late Roman period have 
also been identified 200m to the east of the application site (WSM 05006, 05007). These were 
located to the south of the terrace edge that runs through the application site in Carrant floodplain. 
This peat deposit had been buried by alluvium of unspecified depth and contained an important 
palynological and plant macrofossil record illustrating the changing valley landscape. Although the 
depth of the alluvium was not recorded the excavation trenches contained up to 1.5m of 
stratigraphy above the basal Pleistocene gravels. This is a comparable depth and sequence to that 
observed during the application site visit in the bank of the Carrant Brook. A similar sequence was 
also observed during an archaeological evaluation at the Vale Wildlife Centre to the west of the 
application site (WSM 20151). Although this did not identify extensive peat deposits as at WSM 
05006 and 05007 it did identify the former course of the Carrant prior to its straightening in the 
1970s.  

Although no early medieval remains have been identified in the Study Area the gravel terraces of 
the Carrant are known to contain Saxon settlements such as that located at Kinsham Lane (WSM 
20019) to the west of the application site. Two nationally important Saxon cemeteries were also 
excavated 1.5km to the of the west of the application area and a possible Saxon cemetery has 
been identified in the Study Area 1km to the east of the application site (WSM 03622). An early 
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medieval Minster is also known to have existed beneath the St John the Baptist's Church (WSM 
00321) and Saxon brooches have been found in the historic core of Beckford, which also suggests 
that early medieval activity may lie close to the application site. 

Medieval remains surrounding the site are dominated by ridge and furrow earthworks which are 
recorded to the north, south and west. Historic excavations around the application area also 
indicate that ridge and furrow earthworks extended over the land immediately to the north and east 
of the site and had been extant in 1947 but had been ploughed level by 1970 (Bishop 2009). Of 
most interest however is the Augustine priory that was founded in 1128 to the west of the site, 
under the current historic core of the village (WSM 07107). Medieval fishponds (WSM 07657, 
07656) to the west of the site and some of the ridge and furrow remains are likely to have formed 
part of the priory's holdings. Medieval pottery found on the floodplain during field walking (WSM 
04134) is likely to have been deposited during manuring of the fields around Beckford during the 
medieval period. 

Although not listed there are a further 20 historic buildings to the west of the site which include 11 
farmsteads, out farms or barns of 18th-19th century origin (Figs 6 and 7). Other notable buildings 
include a 16th century coach house (WSM 27084) and a 16th century blacksmiths workshop (WSM 
30711). There are also a number of World War Two features listed on the HER including a gun 
emplacement (WSM 33026), military headquarters at Beckford Hall (WSM 33015) and observation 
posts at the railway station (WSM 36565) and at the Beckford Hotel (WSM 33020).  

There are also a number of World War II sites to the south of the site around Beckford Cross. 
These include three spigot mortar placements (WSM 33021, 33018, 33022), and explosives store 
(WSM 33019) and a gun placement (WSM 33024). These would have formed part of the defences 
that every village would have had, which would have been designed and planned by the local 
Home Guard Commander (Wilks 2007). 

 

5.3 Potential heritage assets 

The access road leading to the main application site has no potential to contain heritage assets as 
this has previously been extracted during quarrying. The main application site does however have 
the potential to contain significant and potentially nationally important heritage assets. There is 
high potential for the presence of settlement, burial and ritual remains of Palaeolithic to Roman 
date. Palaeolithic finds are very likely to be present in the sand and gravel deposits beneath the 
application site and there is low to moderate potential that in situ Palaeolithic settlement remains in 
the form of artefact scatters are preserved on the surface of the sands and gravels. 

Sites of Bronze Age to Roman date are highly likely to be present on the northern half of the 
application site, above the floodplain where locally the cropmarks are densest and where previous 
excavations have identified sites of these periods.  Within the floodplain although fewer cropmarks 
have been identified this is likely to be due to the masking effect of the alluvium. It is therefore 
possible that some settlement remains and boundary features may also extend into this area, 
although due to the waterlogged conditions in many valley bottoms it is unlikely to have been 
considered a prime settlement location during the prehistoric and Roman periods. It is more likely 
that non-settlement features will be present on the floodplain. These may include burnt mounds, 
which are often located close to water courses and potentially timber trackways to cross the 
floodplain as similarly dated sites are also present on the southern side of the valley. 

Across both areas of the site there is moderate potential for the presence of important 
palaeoenvironmental deposits and faunal remains. Deposits of Pleistocene date are moderately 
likely to be preserved in the sands and gravels beneath the application site. There is however 
moderate to high potential for Palaeoenvironmental deposits of prehistoric and Roman date to be 
preserved on the floodplain beneath the alluvium. 

There is low to moderate potential for the presence of early medieval sites, but given the proximity 
of the application site to important Saxon cemetery and settlement sites if others are encountered 
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they may also be of similar significance. There is moderate potential for medieval and post-
medieval remains to be present but these will likely be dominated by agricultural and boundary 
features and ploughed out ridge and furrow. 

6 Assessment of the significance of heritage assets 

6.1 Designated Assets 

6.1.1 Cotswold AONB and Beckford Conservation Area 

Half of the application site (North and East) lies within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) and NPPF states that great weight should be given to conserving their landscape 
and scenic beauty (DCLG 2012, pp 26). It also states that the conservation of cultural heritage are 
important considerations in all these area (ibid).  

The application area lies to the west of the Conservation Area, 106m from its eastern boundary on 
Station Road (204m to the nearest proposed building). The conservation area is relatively small 
and is centred on St John the Baptists Church but no local Conservation Area Appraisal for 
Beckford has been produced. The area in the centre of the village, known as Old Beckford, is the 
historic core of the settlement and contains the Norman Church of St John the Baptist and 
Beckford Hall which is now sub-divided into flats. The rest of the Conservation Area consists of a 
mixture of Cotswold stone and red brick detached houses on either side of Main Street and along a 
small section of Station Road. 

The Conservation Area is closely linked to the AONB as although it does not sit within in the 
AONB, the conservation area's setting is partially formed by the surrounding countryside and the 
AONB to the north and east. This landscape is dominated by Bredon Hill and the gently rolling 
landscape to the south of it. The land use is mainly arable, reflected in the historic character of the 
landscape with large areas of field amalgamation, field reorganisation and modern subdivision. 
The Carrant Brook runs through the landscape which if flanked by intermittent tree cover, until the 
ground rises to the slops of Bredon where estate plantations and ancient semi-natural woodland 
can be found. 

The settlement pattern locally and illustrated by Beckford itself is nucleated with a low level of 
dispersal. The villages are often small and have not been extensively expanded from their historic 
cores, as at Beckford, that has undergone little modern expansion other than the construction of a 
few modern dwellings on the south and south east of the Conservation Area. As the core of the 
village remains relatively unexpanded smaller areas of settlement around the Conservation Area 
have remained detached from central core namely Beckford Cross and Little Beckford, retaining 
gaps of open land or woodland to provide separation between them.  There is no industrial egress 
into the built-up limits of the settlement and the only industrial area, at Beckford Cross is well 
screened from the settlement.   

All of these elements are important aspects of the setting of the village as they reflect elements of 
its historic, current, local and regional landscape style.   

 

6.2 Designated Heritage Assets 

6.2.1 Listed building 

There are a number of important listed buildings within the study area mostly within the historic 
core of the settlement. Of most importance is the Grade I listed St John the Baptist's Church (WSM 
00321) in the centre of the Conservation Area, which was built in c1130, upon an earlier medieval 
minster and formed part of a priory (WSM 29777) between 1066AD and 1539. The current church 
contains a number of important Norman architectural stone carvings, windows, arches and door 
jambs. Part of the priory's Abbey survives beneath Beckford Hall (Grade II) including a buttress 
and part of the Crypt.  All of these buildings in the centre of the Conservation Area are important as 
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they contain and preserve elements of the Augustinian Priory and parts of which were considered 
for scheduling by English Heritage and are on the List of Nationally Important Sites (MPP). The 
majority of the other Listed Buildings are reflective of the expansion of the village in the 17th-18th 
century.  The majority of these buildings settings are associated with the development of the village 
which has retained its core area without much infilling or expansion. This has created a relatively 
open setting occupied by Cotswold stone and red brick detached houses within a rural, agricultural 
landscape. The setting of Beckford Hall is also particularly enhanced as it has retained its 
extensive garden (WSM 28944). 

6.2.2 Registered parks and gardens 

The only registered park or garden with in the study area (WSM 28944) surrounds Beckford Hall 
whose grounds contain a large number of trees and shrubs. Not only is this garden important in 
that its setting is enhanced by its original counterpart (Beckford Hall) but it also enhances the 
setting and importance of the hall itself. The garden is also important as it occupies part of the 
former priory and significant medieval remains are likely to be buried beneath. 

6.3 Undesignated assets 

6.3.1 Historic buildings 

There are another 20 historic buildings in the study area, of most importance or interest are four 
out farms (WSM 50814, 50992, 51201 and 51202) including Home Farm. These are interesting in 
that they reflect the enclosure acts of the post medieval period. The importance of these buildings 
is also enhanced by the local historic landscape character and setting which is preserved in the 
surrounding agricultural land, which contains evidence for piecemeal and parliamentary enclosure. 

Also of particular interest are the large numbers of World War II sites to the south of the site 
around Beckford Cross. These are very interesting as Beckford is one of the few places in 
Worcestershire where the battle and defensive plan created by the local Home Guard Commander 
have survived (Wilks 2007). Therefore where these sites survive they can be corroborated and 
investigated with supporting documentary evidence.  

6.3.2 Sites of archaeological interest 

Nature of the archaeological interest in the site 

The application site has moderate to high potential to contain archaeological remains of various 
periods. The application site has high potential to contain archaeological remains and artefacts of 
Palaeolithic, Iron Age and Roman date. It also has low to moderate potential to contain sites or 
artefacts of Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age, early medieval and medieval date. The site also has 
moderate potential to contain palaeoenvironmental deposits of Palaeolithic and prehistoric to 
Roman date.  

Iron Age and Roman settlements, which are found extensively on the gravel terraces through the 
Carrant Brook are the most likely archaeological remains to be present in the application area. It is 
highly likely that the Iron Age and Roman settlements excavated during the 1960s and 1970s to 
the north and east extend into the application area, specifically across the northern half. It is also 
possible that further burials associated with the dispersed Roman cemetery to the east, also 
excavated in the 1960s and 1970s will be present in the application area. There is also the 
possibility that further Iron Age burials are present in the application area as a number of Late Iron 
Age burials were also discovered across the 1960s and 1970s excavation areas.  

 

Relative importance of the archaeological interest in the site 

If present any archaeological remains discovered on the site have the potential to be of regional 
and potentially national significance.  
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It is probable that further Iron Age and Roman settlement features will be present in the excavation 
area. This are likely to reflect a continuation of the settlements excavated in the 1960s and 1970s 
and potentially provide further evidence for settlement shift, partially seen in those excavations, 
over a wider area. By association any remains of this period are likely to be of regional significance 
as they will provide further information on the date, use and extent of one of the largest and most 
important lowland later prehistoric settlements in the region.  

In the adjoining excavation areas the archaeological deposits were very well preserved and 
contained rich artefactual, faunal and environmental remains. The finds assemblages were large, 
diverse and are regionally important as they span the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman 
periods. They (when published) will provide significant information to national research agendas for 
the Iron Age and contribute regional research frameworks. 

If present in situ palaeoenvironmental deposits of Palaeolithic date are likely to be of national 
importance as not only could they provide an environmental history of the valley but also 
contextualise and potentially date the important artefactual and faunal remains already recovered 
from the area (The Whitehead Collection). A report on the collection recovered from around 
Beckford states that "The Beckford lithic assemblage is potentially of national importance as it 
clearly contains material relating to the final Neanderthal and first modern human occupations of 
the Britain. Such assemblages are extremely rare" (Russell and Daffern 2014, pp 20). 

Physical extent of the archaeological interest in the site  

There is a potential for the survival of archaeological deposits across the entire application area 
except, those areas which are believed to have been historically quarried, although the true extent 
of this remains questionable. Settlement features are more likely to exist on the northern half of the 
application area, above the flood plain, but there is also potential for other features and 
palaeoenvironmental remains to be preserved on the flood plain.   

In the previous evaluations to the west and east of the application area it was noted that 
approximately 1.50m of alluvium and peat were deposited across the floodplain. No old land 
surfaces were identified but it is probable that archaeological remains have become stratified within 
the alluvial deposits, reflecting occupation during more stable fluvial periods. 

In the previous excavations to the north and east of the application area the archaeological 
remains were located at approximately 0.40-0.80m below ground surface (BGS). In places 
alluviation and colluviation of unspecified depth had also covered parts of the excavation area in a 
thicker layer of overburden. Many of the features in the excavation areas were also well preserved, 
with the larger boundary and enclosures ditches being between 1.50-2.55m deep and a maximum 
of 7.0m wide. Some of the discreet features (pits) were also substantial, being up to 1.90m in 
diameter and 2.05m deep.   

However it is not known how much truncation has been caused by the construction that has 
already occurred on site. The buildings currently occupying the application area are large, open 
structures, built upon extensive concrete slabs of unknown depth. Depending upon the depth of the 
slabs and the amount to which the site was landscaped prior to construction there is moderate 
potential for the preservation of archaeological remains below the buildings and beneath the 
surrounding roads. If the building footprints were stripped down to the sands and gravels, it is still 
probable that, given the depth of the features in the neighbouring excavation areas, some 
archaeological remains will have survived.  

7 The impact of the development 

At the application area is currently occupied by a number of poultry units and is set back from any 
main roads, in a low part of the valley mostly hidden from view by either the local topography, other 
buildings in the village or by woodland/vegetation. The proposed development is also expected to 
be similarly screened from view although as now may be partially visible form the north off Ashton 
Road (Plate 11). Although not forming part of this DBA it is also intended the proposed 
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development will be surrounded by areas of landscaping to include orchards, hay meadows and 
wetland swales.  

7.1 Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

The development will have little effect upon the landscape, described above (Section 4.4) or scenic 
beauty of the ANOB as the application area and its current buildings are relatively concealed from 
the village and will only be partially visible from the north off Ashton Road. Although here it has the 
potential to be Beneficial in that the change in use of the application site from agricultural/ light 
industrial use to residential use would remove the partially abandoned and derelict buildings 
currently occupying the application area which already have had an impact upon the landscape 
and scenic beauty of the AONB. The development is also proposing to use local materials in 
keeping with the surrounding area which should also contribute to maintaining the local scenic 
character.  

The impact of the development on the AONB is therefore considered to either be Not Significant 
or Beneficial. 

7.2  Conservation Area 

The proposed development will maintain a minimum 204m buffer between the proposed buildings 
and the Conservation Area. It will also be screened from the Conservation Area through the local 
topography and woodland. Although of a significant size the development will also maintain the 
villages character and local setting in that isolated development surrounding it in areas such 
Beckford Cross and Little Beckford have not been amalgamated through infilling. It will also be 
maintained through the use local materials in keeping with the surrounding area and by 
landscaping the area surrounding the development.  

It is therefore thought that the impact upon the Conservation Area is considered to be Not 
Significant.   

7.3 Listed building 

The development is unlikely to have any negative effect upon the setting of these buildings as the 
development will be screened from them and as there is a sufficient buffer (a minimum of 120m) 
between them (up to 210m to the nearest proposed building). There is also minimum of 240m 
between the application area and the only Grade I Listed building within the search area, St John 
the Baptist's Church (WSM 00321) (up to 320m to the nearest proposed building).  

The impact of the development on the Listed Buildings in Beckford Village, to the east of the 
application site, is therefore considered to be Not Significant. 

7.4 Registered parks and gardens 

Due the distance to (238m) and concealment from the only registered park or garden in the study 
area at Beckford Hall the impact of the application site is considered to be Not Significant.   

7.5 Impacts during construction 

The proposed development does have the potential to significantly harm buried heritage assets in 
the application area. Unlike the previous developments on the site there is likely to be a greater 
amount of landscaping across the area with the insertion of numerous foundation, service and 
drainage trenches. The proposed development will affect following heritage assets and the impact 
has been categorised as described in Table 1. 

 It is considered that the development has the potential to have a Moderate Adverse impact 
on Palaeolithic artefacts and faunal remains that may be located on the upper surfaces of 
the sands and gravels. 

 Palaeolithic palaeoenvironmental deposits are likely to be buried within the sand and gravel 
bed so are unlikely to be damaged by construction. However if encountered and removed 
there will be a Minor to Moderate Adverse impact to this asset.  
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 Earlier prehistoric features or artefacts are unlikely to be harmed by the development but 
should this happen this impact would be likely to range from Not Significant to Minor 
Adverse.  

 Late Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman settlements are likely to survive within the site. The 
development has the potential to have a Minor Adverse impact on these assets.  

 Ridge and furrow remains are likely to have already been significantly damaged by 
previous construction and it is considered that the the impact of the development on this 
asset would be Not Significant.  

The above potential impacts would be offset by the implementation of appropriate archaeological 
mitigation as described in Section 8 below.  

7.6 Impacts on sustainability 

The NPPF emphasises the importance of sustainability (DCLG 2012, section 131).  

The historic environment is a non-renewable resource and therefore cannot be directly replaced. 
However mitigation through recording and investigation also produces an important research 
dividend that can be used for the better understanding of the area’s history and contribute to local 
and regional research agendas (cf NPPF, DCLG 2012, section 141). The development is likely to 
harm Iron Age and Roman settlement remains associated with the regionally important settlements 
excavated in the 60's and 70's. Mitigation through excavation however has the potential to provide 
further important information regarding their extent, development and use.  

7.7 Residual impacts 

The proposed development will not have any negative effects upon the setting of heritage assets 
outside of the development area.  

8 Recommendations 

The assessment has identified that site has the potential to contain significant buried 
archaeological remains. It is possibly that given the depth of nearby archaeological features 
significant remains may have survived beneath the poultry units that currently occupy the 
application site. If present these are likely to be negatively impacted by the proposed development 
and in order to mitigate the impacts identified above it is recommended that an archaeological 
evaluation be undertaken across the site to confirm the presence of any archaeological remains, 
and to assess their condition and date. Although this will be difficult due to the extensive number of 
concrete slabs on the application area, some trenching should be undertaken to assess the 
archaeological potential of the site. This trenching should also aim to establish the depth of the 
concrete slabs and where possible try to define the depth of disturbance to the overburden and 
sands and gravels below caused by their construction.  

Trenching may also be undertaken on the floodplain where it crosses the application area. At a 
minimum this area should be augured to assess the potential of the floodplain to contain buried 
palaeoenvironmental deposits. 

It may also be prudent to carry out an auger survey of the areas of the site that are believed to 
have been historically quarried to confirm or disprove the associated mapping.    

Any site investigation works or watching briefs required, would be concluded by production of an 
archaeological report (and appropriate publication) to be deposited for public consultation with the 
HER and a project archive to be deposited at a local museum. 

9 Publication summary 

Worcestershire Archaeology has a professional obligation to publish the results of archaeological 
projects within a reasonable period of time. To this end, Worcestershire Archaeology intends to 
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use this summary as the basis for publication through local or regional journals. The client is 
requested to consider the content of this section as being acceptable for such publication. 

A desk-based assessment for the historic environment was undertaken on behalf of Boughton 
Butler Architecture and Planning Ltd (client) at Home Farm, Beckford, Worcestershire, county 
(NGR ref (398175 235969); HER ref WSM 66640). The site has potential to contain Palaeolithic, 
Iron Age and Roman archaeological remains of regional and possible national importance. The 
Iron Age and Roman remains are likely to form part of an extensive network of similarly dated 
settlements through this part of the Carrant Valley. They may also be associated with the regionally 
important Iron Age and Roman settlement remains that were excavated in the 60s and 70s but 
have yet to be published.  
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Plate 1: Showing poultry units in centre of site looking east 
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Plate 2: Showing poultry units on north of application area, looking east. 
 

 
Plate 3: Showing poultry units on southeast of application area, looking south west. 
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Plate 4: Poultry unit in centre of application area, looking south. 
 

 
Plate 5: Greenhouse on west of application area, looking west. 
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Plate 6: Open field on floodplain on south west corner of application site, looking west. 
 
 

 
Plate 7: Open field on south west of application area looking east. 
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Plate 8: View into the western end of application site from Home farm, looking east. 
 

 
Plate 9: Mound and tree cover at western end of application area, looking south west.  
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Plate 10: Tree cover on west of application site, facing east 
 
 

 
Plate 11: View of application site from Ashton Road, facing south west. 
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Appendix 1   Heritage assets and events registered with the Historic 
Environment Record  

Buildings 

Ref  Site Name  Monument Types  Parish  Grid Reference  

WSM00319  Beckford Hall, Beckford  Priory (12TH CENTURY AD to 15TH 
CENTURY AD -1130 AD to 1500 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9765 3591  

WSM00321  St John the Baptist's Church, 
Beckford  

Minster (ROMAN 5TH CENTURY AD to 
PRE CONQUEST - 410 AD to 1065 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9761 3584  

WSM03614  Manor House, Little Beckford  Manor House (16TH CENTURY AD - 
1501 AD to 1600 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9755 3548  

WSM03617  Court House, Beckford  Dwelling (POST MEDIEVAL to 18TH 
CENTURY AD - 1540 AD to 1800 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9756 3583  

WSM03618  Vicarage (Dalton House), 
Beckford  

Vicarage (18TH CENTURY AD - 1701 AD 
to 1800 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9764 3580  

WSM20529  Home Farm, west of Beckford,  Farmhouse (18TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY  

Conderton  SO 9724 3563  

 Conderton  AD - 1701 AD to 2050 AD)    

WSM23287  Beckford Grange, Beckford  Dwelling (POST MEDIEVAL - 1540 AD to 
1900 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9754 3578  

WSM23994  Rose Villa, Beckford  Dwelling (18TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD -  

Beckford  SO 9768 3576  

WSM27084  The Coach House, Main Street,  Coach House (POST MEDIEVAL - 1540 
AD to 1900  

Beckford  SO 9772 3577  

WSM27240  Milepost, Beckford  Milepost (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD -  

Beckford  SO 9748 3572  

WSM27242  Barn adjacent to Beckford Inn,  Barn (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD -  

Beckford  SO 9809 3535  

WSM30711  Blacksmiths Shop, Beckford  Blacksmiths Workshop (POST MEDIEVAL 
- 1540 AD to 1900 AD) 

Beckford  SO 9755 3498  

WSM33015  Beckford Village Hall, Beckford  Village Hall (MODERN - 1901 AD to 2050 
AD)  

Beckford  SO 9739 3576  

  Military Headquarters (World War Two -1939 AD to 1945 
AD) 

 

WSM33020  Beckford Hotel, Beckford  Hotel (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD -  

Beckford  SO 9809 3538  

WSM33026  House, Beckford Crossroads,  Gun Emplacement (World War One to 
World War Two -  

Beckford  SO 9824 3527  

WSM36565  Vulnerable Point and 
Observation Post, Railway 
Station, Beckford  

Observation Post (World War Two - 1940 
AD to 1945 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9811 3558  

WSM36566  Vulnerable Point, End House, 
Beckford  

Vulnerable Defile (World War Two -1940 
AD to 1945 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9746 3570  

WSM36567  Womens Land Army Hostel, 
Beckford House, Beckford  

Womens Land Army Hostel (World War 
Two -1940 AD to 1945 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9746 3533  

WSM46576  Chest tomb located south west 
of the nave of the Church of St 
John the Baptist, Main Street, 
Beckford  

Chest Tomb (18TH CENTURY AD - 1701 
AD to 1800 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9759 3583  

WSM46577  Randall Memorial south of the 
nave of the Church of St John 
the Baptist, Main Street, 
Beckford  

Chest Tomb (17TH CENTURY AD - 1601 
AD to 1700 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9761 3581  

WSM46578  Chest tomb located 
approximately 9 yards south of 
the Tower of the Church of St 
John the Baptist, Main Street, 
Beckford  

Chest Tomb (17TH CENTURY AD - 1601 
AD to 1700 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9762 3583  

WSM46579  The Old Vicarage, Main Street, 
Beckford  

Vicarage (18TH CENTURY AD to 20TH 
CENTURY AD - 1701 AD to 2000 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9759 3579  

WSM46580  The Old House, Station Road, House (18TH CENTURY AD to 19TH Beckford  SO 9777 3579  
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Beckford  CENTURY AD - 1701 AD to 1900 AD)  

WSM46581  Gate piers, gates and adjoining 
walls on Ashton Road, Beckford  

Gate (18TH CENTURY AD to 19TH 
CENTURY AD - 1701 AD to 1900 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9778 3584  

WSM50814  Brook Farm (Outfarm), Beckford  Outfarm (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM51858  Home Farm (Manor Farm), 
Conderton  

Farmstead (18TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1701 AD to 2050 AD)  

Conderton   

WSM51864  Glebe Farm, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM51865  Court Farm, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM51866  Home Farm, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM53231  Beckford House, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM53692  Elm View (Farmstead), Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM53693  The Paddocks, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford   

WSM66725  Lychgate to St John the Baptist's 
Church, Beckford  

Lych Gate (20TH CENTURY AD to 21ST 
CENTURY AD - 1920 AD to 2050 AD)  

Beckford  SO 9764 3581  

 

Findspots 

WSM10263  Mesolithic flints, Beckford  Beckford  SO 9839 3620  

WSM10264  Neolithic Flints & Axe, Beckford  Beckford  SO 9839 3620  

WSM10267  Bronze Age Pottery and Flints, Beckford  Beckford  SO 9829 3620  

WSM23945  Palaeolithic flints and axes, Beckford, south of Bredon Hill.  Beckford  SO 9769 3622  

WSM30227  Neolithic Jadeite Axe, Beckford  Beckford  SO 9804 3604  

Landscape Components 

WSM58464  Brook Farm (Outfarm), Beckford  
Outfarm (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM58642  
Site of Field Barn south of Sandfield 
Cottages, Conderton  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY AD to Unknown - 1801 
AD)  Conderton  

WSM58851  
Site of Outfarm north east of Home 
Farm, Beckford  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY AD to Unknown - 1801 
AD)  Beckford  

WSM58852  
Site of Outfarm north west of Home 
Farm, Beckford  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY AD to Unknown - 1801 
AD)  Beckford  

WSM59508  
Home Farm (Manor Farm), 
Conderton  

Farmstead (18TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1701 AD to 2050 AD)  Conderton  

WSM59514  Glebe Farm, Beckford  
Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM59515  Court Farm, Beckford  
Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM59516  Home Farm, Beckford  
Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM60881  Beckford House, Beckford  
Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM61341  Black and White Cottage, Beckford  
Farmstead (17TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1601 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM61342  Elm View (Farmstead), Beckford  
Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY 
AD - 1801 AD to 2050 AD)  Beckford  

WSM61343  The Paddocks, Beckford  Farmstead (19TH CENTURY AD to 21ST CENTURY  Beckford  

Monuments 

Ref  Site Name  Monument Types  Parish  Grid Reference   

WSM00497  Bronze Age - Romano-British  
Site (BRONZE AGE - 2350 
BC to 801 BC)  Beckford  SO 9823 3613    
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WSM01056  
Site of Iron Age occupation, 
Beckford  

Site (IRON AGE - 800 BC to 
42 AD)  Beckford  SO 9853 3627  

WSM02908  
Iron Age and Roman Occupation, 
North of Beckford Hall  

Ring Ditch (BRONZE AGE - 
2350 BC to 801 BC) Burial 
(EARLY IRON AGE to 
ROMAN 5TH CENTURY AD 
- 800 BC to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9762 3609  

WSM03621  
Cropmarks,north of Beckford to 
Ashton Road  Site (Unknown date)  Beckford  SO 9839 3659  

WSM03622  
Circular enclosure, South of 
Beckford to Ashton Rd  

Enclosure (EARLY 
MEDIEVAL - 411 AD to 1065 
AD)  Beckford  SO 9897 3670  

WSM03623  
Enclosures, south of Beckford to 
Ashton Rd  Enclosure (Unknown date)  Beckford  SO 9870 3649  

WSM03624  
Pits and ditches associated with an 
enclosure east of Conderton Village  

Ditch (MIDDLE BRONZE 
AGE to LATE IRON AGE - 
1500 BC to 42 AD)  Beckford, Conderton  SO 9718 3678  

WSM03625  
Enclosure, West of Beckford House, 
Little Beckford  

Enclosure (MIDDLE 
BRONZE AGE to LATE 
IRON AGE - 1500 BC to 42 
AD)  Beckford  SO 9728 3524  

WSM04115  
Ridge and Furrow, East of Beckford 
Coppice  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9814 3714  

WSM04118  
Ridge and Furrow, South West of 
Grafton  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9815 3686  

WSM04119  
Ridge and Furrow, East of Beckford 
Coppice  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9797 3713  

WSM04120  
Ridge and Furrow, North of 
Sunnybrook, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9797 3694  

WSM04124  
Ridge and Furrow. West of Hill View 
Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9879 3587  

WSM04125  
Ridge and Furrow, West of Hill View 
Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9868 3598  

WSM04126  
Ridge and Furrow, West of Hill View 
Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9866 3581  

WSM04127  
Ridge and Furrow, West of Hill View 
Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9853 3584  

WSM04128  
Ridge and Furrow, West of Hill View 
Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9838 3573  

WSM04129  
Ridge and Furrow, Southwest of Hill 
View Cottage, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9861 3570  

WSM04130  
Ridge and Furrow, Southeast of Gas 
Works Cottages, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9846 3562  

WSM04131  
Ridge and Furrow, South of Gas 
Works Cottage, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9830 3556  

WSM04132  
Ridge and Furrow, Northeast of 
Cattle Market,Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9824 3549  

WSM04135  
Ridge and Furrow, west of Court 
Farm, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9737 3609  

WSM04136  Cropmarks, Northeast of Woodfield Enclosure (IRON AGE - 800 Beckford  SO 9712 3635  
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Cottage, Beckfords  BC to 42 AD)  

WSM04137  Woodfield Cottage (site), Beckford  
Dwelling (POST MEDIEVAL - 
1540 AD to 1900 AD)  Beckford  SO 9710 3628  

WSM04139  
Ridge and Furrow, South West of 
Lower Farm, Grafton  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9842 3702  

WSM05099  
Iron Age settlement, enclosure, and 
rectangular enclosure, Beckford  

Enclosure (IRON AGE - 800 
BC to 42 AD) Findspot 
(ROMAN - 43 AD to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9813 3605  

WSM06036  Enclosures, Beckford  Enclosure (Unknown date)  Beckford  SO 9858 3645  

WSM06042  Cropmark enclosures, south of  Enclosure (Unknown date)  Beckford  SO 9859 3670  

WSM07107  
House of Augustinian Canons, 
Beckford Priory, Beckford  

Abbey (12TH CENTURY AD 
to 16TH CENTURY AD - 
1128 AD to 1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9765 3591  

WSM07656  Pond, east of Home Farm, Beckford  
Fishpond (MEDIEVAL - 1066 
AD to 1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9742 3562  

WSM07657  
Possible medieval fishpond, 
Beckford Hall  

Fishpond (MEDIEVAL - 1066 
AD to 1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9754 3593  

WSM10265  
Bronze Age Metal Working Site, 
Beckford  

Metal Working Site 
(BRONZE AGE - 2350 BC to 
801 BC)  Beckford  SO 9823 3613  

WSM10268  Early Iron Age Enclosure, Beckford  
Enclosure (IRON AGE - 800 
BC to 42 AD)  Beckford  SO 9839 3620  

WSM10269  Middle Iron Age settlement, Beckford  
Enclosure (IRON AGE - 800 
BC to 42 AD)  Beckford  SO 9839 3625  

  
Hut (IRON AGE - 800 BC to 42 AD)  

WSM10270  Enclosure, Beckford  
Enclosure (IRON AGE - 800 
BC to 42 AD)  Beckford  SO 9844 3625  

WSM10271  Romano-British Enclosure, Beckford  
Enclosure (ROMAN - 43 AD 
to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9844 3625  

WSM10272  
Romano-British Enclosures, 
Beckford  

Enclosure (ROMAN - 43 AD 
to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9834 3615  

WSM10273  
Romano-British field system, 
Beckford  

Field System (ROMAN - 43 
AD to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9839 3625  

WSM10274  Medieval field system, Beckford  

Ridge And Furrow 
(MEDIEVAL - 1066 AD to 
1539 AD)  Beckford  SO 9830 3629  

WSM10864  Romano-British Cemetery, Beckford  
Cemetery (ROMAN - 43 AD 
to 410 AD)  Beckford  SO 9834 3610  

WSM29777  Area of Augustinian Priory founded 1128, Beckford  Beckford  SO 9762 3588  

WSM31671  
Site of Midland Railway Line 
between Ashchurch and Evesham  

Railway (19TH CENTURY 
AD to 20TH CENTURY AD - 
1860 AD to 1963 AD)  

Ashton under Hill, 
Beckford, Evesham, 
Hinton on the Green, 
Sedgeberrow,  SP 0058 3929  

WSM33016  
Hand Grenade Post, Beckford 
Station Bridge, Beckford  

Guard Post (World War Two 
- 1939 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9801 3550  

WSM33017  
Road Block, Beckford Station 
Bridge, Beckford  

Roadblock (World War Two - 
1939 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9801 3551  

WSM33018  
Spigot Mortar, Beckford Hotel, 
Beckford  

Spigot Mortar Emplacement 
(World War Two - 1939 AD to 
1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9809 3539  

WSM33019  
Home Guard Explosives Store, 
Beckford Hotel, Beckford  

Explosives Store (World War 
Two -1941 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9807 3538  

WSM33021  
Spigot Mortar Position, 120m east of 
Beckford Hotel, Beckford  

Spigot Mortar Emplacement 
(World War Two - 1941 AD to 
1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9820 3538  

WSM33022  
Spigot Mortar Position, in front of 
Beckford Hotel, Beckford  

Spigot Mortar Emplacement 
(World War Two - 1941 AD to 
1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9811 3533  

WSM33023  
Trench System, Beckford Cross, 
Beckford  

Trench (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9823 3534  

WSM33024  
Northover Projector Position, 
Beckford cross roads, Beckford  

Gun Emplacement (World 
War Two -1941 AD to 1945 Beckford  SO 9819 3531  
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AD)  

WSM33025  
Bungalow, Beckford Crossroads, 
Beckford  

Bungalow (19TH CENTURY 
AD to 20TH CENTURY AD - 
1850 AD to 1950 AD)  Beckford  SO 9821 3531  

WSM33027  
Road Block, southeast of Beckford 
Crossroads, Beckford  

Roadblock (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9829 3529  

WSM33028  
Road Block, adjacent to Bridge 
Cottage, Beckford  

Roadblock (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9799 3525  

WSM33029  
Hand Grenade Post, adjacent to 
Bridge Cottage, Beckford  

Weapons Pit (World War 
Two -1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9799 3525  

WSM33030  
Road Block, north side of Beckford 
Station Bridge, Beckford  

Roadblock (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9800 3552  

WSM33031  
Road Block, south of Bridge 
Cottage, Beckford  

Roadblock (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9795 3523    

WSM33032  
Trench System, south east of Bridge 
Cottage, Beckford  

Trench (World War Two - 
1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9800 3524    

WSM35515  Ridge and Furrow, south of  

Ridge And Furrow (LATE 
11TH CENTURY AD to 17TH 
CENTURY AD -1066 AD to 
1700 AD)  Beckford  SO 9830 3688    

WSM35516  Ridge and Furrow, Little Beckford.  

Ridge And Furrow (LATE 
11TH CENTURY AD to 17TH 
CENTURY AD -1066 AD to 
1700 AD)  Beckford  SO 9735 3522    

WSM36558  
Vulnerable Point, Railway Bridge, 
Little Beckford, Beckford  

Vulnerable Defile (World War 
Two -1940 AD to 1945 AD)  Beckford  SO 9755 3518    

WSM45250  Site of Wesleyan Chapel, Beckford  

Wesleyan Association 
Chapel (20TH CENTURY AD 
to World War Two -1912 AD 
to 1940 AD)  Beckford  SO 9758 3509    

WSM47126  Rectilinear Enclosure, Beckford  
Rectilinear Enclosure 
(Unknown date)  Beckford  SO 9759 3618    

WSM50992  
Site of Field Barn south of Sandfield 
Cottages, Conderton  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY 
AD to Unknown - 1801 AD)  Conderton    

WSM51201  
Site of Outfarm north east of Home 
Farm, Beckford  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY 
AD to Unknown - 1801 AD)  Beckford  

 

  

WSM51202  
Site of Outfarm north west of Home 
Farm, Beckford  

Outfarm (19TH CENTURY 
AD to Unknown - 1801 AD)  Beckford  

 

  

WSM66956  

Area of Activity on Land Adjacent to 
Dalton House, Main Street, 
Beckford, Worcestershire.  

Linear Feature (Unknown 
date) Burial (MEDIEVAL - 
1066 AD to 1539 AD) 
Building (18TH CENTURY 
AD - 1701 AD to 1800 AD)  Beckford  SO 9762 3578    

WSM66962  
Prehistoric Burial, North of the 
Carrant Brook, Beckford  

Burial (EARLY BRONZE 
AGE to EARLY IRON AGE -
2350 BC to 701 BC)  Beckford  SO 9850 3616    

Historic Park or Garden 

WSM28944  Garden at Beckford Hall, Beckford  

Garden (18TH CENTURY 
AD to 19TH CENTURY AD - 
1701 AD to 1900 AD) Beckford  SO 9760 3590  

WSM30478  Carrant Brook Terraces  

Settlement (EARLY 
MESOLITHIC to LATE IRON 
AGE - 10000 BC to 42 AD) 

Ashton under Hill, 
Beckford, SO 9717 3602  

WSM56936  
Area of Palaeolithic Potential, Head 
Deposits 

Environmental Deposit (Marine Isotope Stage 12 to 21ST CENTURY AD 
-476050 BC to 2050 AD) 

WSM56949  

Area of Palaeolithic Potential, 
Wasperton Sand and Gravel Upper 
Facet 

Environmental Deposit (Marine Isotope Stage 02 -
27050 BC to 12050 BC) SO 9457 3606  

Events 

Event no. Event Name Organisation Date Grid reference 
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WSM00359  Excavations at Beckford in 1972-1979, Beckford 
Event - 
Intervention  1972 SO 9836 3623  

WSM04134  
Fieldwalking on 1982, Medieval pottery, South East of 
village, Beckford  Event - Survey  1982 SO 9784 3574  

WSM05006  Evaluation in 1979, Beckford  
Event - 
Intervention  1979 SO 9850 3616  

WSM05007  Evaluation in 1979, North of Carrant Brook, Beckford  
Event - 
Intervention  1979 SO 9843 3611  

WSM20151  Evaluation in 1993, Vale Wildlife Centre, Beckford  
Event - 
Intervention  1993 SO 9796 3579  

WSM22160  Unstratified Roman Pottery, Main Street, Beckford Village  
Event - 
Interpretation  1995 SO 9765 3569  

WSM23311  Salvage Recording in 1996, Priory House, Beckford  
Event - 
Intervention  1996 SO 9773 3588  

WSM27068  
Watching Brief in 2000, Vanilla House (formerly Jesmond), 
Beckford  

Event - 
Intervention  2000 

 

WSM29633  
Archaeological Investigations in 2000, Wormington to Tirley 
Gas Pipeline  

Event - 
Intervention  2000 SO 9941 3534  

WSM33351  Unstratified Finds, Fields East of Conderton, Conderton  
Event - 
Interpretation  

 
SO 9719 3683  

WSM34727  Excavations of an Iron Age Enclosure at Beckford in 1964-7.  
Event - 
Intervention  1964 SO 9811 3608  

WSM36079  Collection of Iron Age pottery and bone, Beckford  
Event - 
Interpretation  

 
SO 9815 3617  

WSM37335  
Geophysical Survey in 2000, Wormington to Tirley Gas 
Pipeline  Event - Survey  2000 SO 9941 3534  

WSM38829  
Historic Environment Countryside Advice Visit to Overbury 
Farms  

Desk Based 
Assessmen  2007 SO 9616 3716  

WSM44952  
COSMIC+ risk assessment in 2009-10 of archaeological site 
on Overbury Farms, Worcestershire 

Event - 
Intervention  2010 SO 9604 3674  

WSM47393  
Evaluation of Land Adjacent to Dalton House, Beckford, 
Worcestershire (Formerly listed as being a DBA). 

Desk Based 
Assessment 

 
SO 9762 3579  

WSM49678  
Palaeolithic flint handaxe and flake found in 1959 on land at 
Aston Cross, Beckford Event - Survey  1959 SO 9789 3600  

WSM49687  Palaeolithic Handaxe found prior  
Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9840 3630  

 
to 1988, Northeast of Beckford  

  

WSM49688  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Handaxe found prior to 1988 , 
Northeast of Poultry Houses, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9828 3622  

WSM49689  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Levallois flake found prior to 1988 , 
Northeast of Poultry Houses, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9830 3619  

WSM49690  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Flint Implements found prior to 1988 
on land Northeast of Poultry Houses Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9826 3619  

WSM49691  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Flint Core found prior to 1988 on 
land North of the Carrant Brook, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9850 3620  

WSM49692  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on land South of Tibblestone Lodge, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9845 3632  

WSM49693  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Flint Handaxe found prior to 1988 on 
land South of Beckford Road, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9843 3625  

WSM49694  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Flint Handaxe and Flints found prior 
to1988 on land East of Court Farm Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9838 3630  

WSM49713  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Implements found prior to 1988 at 
West of Easternmost Pond at Poultry Farm, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9837 3619  

WSM49737  
Palaeoenvironmental deposit sampling in 1976 on land North 
of dismantled railway, Beckford  

Event - 
Intervention  1976 SO 9840 3614  

WSM49738  
Palaeoenvironmental deposit sampling in 1971 on land at 
Beckford Quarry Pit, Beckford  

Event - 
Intervention  1971 SO 9841 3619  

WSM49739  
Palaeoenvironmental deposit sampling prior to 1988 on land 
East of Court Farm, Beckford  

Event - 
Intervention  1988 SO 9771 3629  

WSM49740  
Palaeoenvironmental deposit sampling prior to 1975 on land 
South of Low Cedar, Beckford  

Event - 
Intervention  1975 SO 9800 3608  

WSM50026  
Unstratified find of Palaeolithic Handaxe in 1988 on land East 
of Tibblestone Lodge, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9844 3651  

WSM50045  Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to Event - 1988 SO 9766 3612  
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1988 on land South of Court Farm,  Interpretation  

 
Beckford  

   

WSM50046  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on land Southeast of Decha House, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9835 3624  

WSM50048  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on land South-Southeast of Decha House, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9833 3615  

WSM50049  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on land South of Kingswood House, Beckford  

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9827 3625  

WSM50090  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on land West of the Carrant Brook, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9845 3622  

WSM50094  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on Land Northeast of Decha House Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9847 3640  

WSM50095  

Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on Land East of Decha and Kingswood House, 
Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9838 3633  

WSM50096  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on Land Northeast of Poultry Farm Pond, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9843 3628  

WSM50097  
Unstratified Palaeolithic Stone Implements found prior to 
1988 on Land East of Poultry Farm Pond, Beckford 

Event - 
Interpretation  1988 SO 9846 3626  

 




