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An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on behalf of Advantage West Midland on land 
between the M5 and Pershore Lane, Tibberton, Worcestershire (NGR SO 893562). 

An historic watercourse was found to have once flowed across site.  A small stream remains, 
diverted into a field boundary ditch, but the original channel depression it occupied was 
incongruously broad and probably formed during the late glacial or early Holocene.  This 
hollow had infilled over time with a complex sequence of organic and alluvial deposits within 
which a wide range of palaeoenvironmental material was well preserved.  

Tree throws across the site attest to woodland clearances known from the Neolithic and 
Bronze Age, with the only prehistoric pottery and worked flint from the site found within one 
such feature.  The broad late glacial/early Holocene depression was already filling with a 
succession of peat-rich and alluvial deposits depending on the water regime and on the 
differing course of the braided stream channels within the depression.  The surrounding fields 
saw limited prehistoric activity, with occasional pits and postholes identified but no evidence 
of a domestic focus.  Several ditches indicate an agricultural, probably pastoral, landscape.  
The bank of the stream formed the focus of activity.  Here, at least one burnt mound was 
discovered to the south of site, with two further areas of fire cracked stone seeming to form 
more of a metalled pathway.  These remain undated but are thought to date from the Late 
Bronze Age to Early Iron Age.  At the beginning of the Middle Iron Age (radiocarbon dated 
to 520 – 380 Cal BC), timber structures were built along the west bank of the stream, 
preserved since by waterlogged deposits.  Three evaluation trenches exposed what is thought 
to be the remains of one or more timber trackways, at least 150m long, through what would 
have been rough marsh and alder carr (reconstructed from the environmental samples).  The 
full extent and form of this structure(/s) is however unknown and other interpretations are 
possible from the limited evidence currently available.  A ditch ran north – south along the 
eastern side of the channel respecting the line of Pershore Road, known to be an ancient 
routeway.  Of later date, three ditch sections further south contained Roman pottery and were 
seen to respect the east-west line of Port Street; as yet only hypothesised as a Roman road.  
Evidence of medieval and post-medieval agriculture was found, as were the remains of the 
Pershore Road, crossing the northern part of the site.  



Environmental archaeology and 
archaeological evaluations. Recommendations concerning the environmental component of 
archaeological evaluations in England
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Geophysical Survey Report; Pershore Lane, Tibberton, Worcestershire.

Sedimentary rocks in the field

New Phytologist

Worcestershire online ceramic database

Requirements for an archaeological evaluation at land southwest off Jct. 6 
M5, Pershore Road, Tibberton, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire
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Figure 2Trench layout
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Figure 3Field 1: Mitigation strategy reassessed; Evaluation trenches in this area superced by  Transects and auger samples.
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TRENCH 14: PLAN
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Figure 7 Trench 21: plan of timber structure 2106
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Figure 11Fields 5 and 6
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Figure 12Field 7
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Figure 13Field 9
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Figure 14Field 12
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Figure 15a Sections
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Figure 18Worked wood

stake with chisel point (WS7)
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Figure 23Trench locations superimposed on Barton Willmore Dwg 47: Illustrative M asterplan, Revision V
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Plate 1: Steeply sloping ground in Trench 87, Field 7, looking west. 

Plate 2: Field 9, looking north, with gradually thickening alluvium to the south 



Plate 3: Pit [3705] in Field 2, looking south-west 

Plate 4: Ditch [3806], Trench 2, with possible evidence of palisading, looking east. 



Plate 5: Ditch [4404], Field 3, looking west 

Plate 6: Tree throw [7507], looking north-west 



Plate 7: Trackway [1508], Trench 15, looking north. 

Plate 8:  Plank (1509), Trench 15, looking south-west 



Plate 9: Timber structure [2106] in Field 1, looking south-east. 

Plate 10: Difficult working conditions in Trench 21, looking north 



Plate 11: Ditch [9909] in Field 9, looking north-east 

Plate 12: Post-medieval ditch [1610] in Field 1, looking south-east 



Plate 13: Alluvial sequence in Trench 127, with peat-rich primary fill, looking west 



Plate 14: Plank (1516; Wood Sample 1) from Structure 1508 



Plate 15: Detail of axe marks on Wood sample 1 (plank; above) and Wood sample 8 (Offcut; below) 



Plate 16: Wood samples 6 (above) and 7 (below): chisel point stakes from Structure [1309] 
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Radiocarbon Age Ratio Radiocarbon Age(*)





HCl. is an irritant and can cause burns. Wear gloves. Wash with water if spilt on your skin. 

if mineral material clearly still present. Otherwise, go to stage 13) 

NB Hydrofluoric acid is extremely corrosive and toxic; it can cause serious harm on contact with eyes 
and skin. Rubber gloves and mask/ goggles MUST be worn up to and including stage 11. Please fill sink 
with H20; have CaCo3 gel tablets ready. Place pollen tube rack into tray filled with sodium bicarbonate.



NB Acetic acid is highly corrosive and harmful on contact with skin. Wash with H20 if spilt on skin. 

‘Leave fan on overnight toluene evaporation’, 
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