
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

© Worcestershire County Council 
 
Worcestershire Archaeology 
Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service 
The Hive 
Sawmill Walk 
The Butts 
Worcester 
WR1 3PB 
 
Status:    
Date:    30 August 2013 
Author:    Tim Cornah tcornah@worcestershire.gov.uk  
Illustrator:    Carolyn Hunt chunt@worcestershire.gov.uk  
Project reference:  P4134 
Report reference:  2038 
HER reference:   WSM 49621

WATCHING BRIEF 
AT 

33-35, HIGH STREET, 
DROITWICH SPA, 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

mailto:tcornah@worcestershire.gov.uk
mailto:chunt@worcestershire.gov.uk


 

 



Worcestershire Archaeology            Worcestershire County Council 

 

 
Page 1 

Watching brief at 33-35, High Street, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire 

Author Tim Cornah 

Background information 

Client        Western Power Distribution 

National Grid reference    SO 9003 6338 

Historic Environment Record reference  WSM49621 

Written Scheme of Investigation   WCC 2013 

Project parameters     IfA 2012 

Archaeological background 

The site lies within a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM 30097) which includes multi-period salt 
production remains that date from the Iron Age period into the modern era (Hurst 2001; Vaughan 
2003; Williams et al 2002). 

An archaeological evaluation (WSM 07313) was undertaken within very close proximity in 1988. 
One of its two trenches was located only a few metres to the north-east of the present 
investigations. This contained 19th and 20th century deposits to a depth of about 1.10m above a 
series of cobbled surfaces dated to the medieval period. The other trench also contained 19th to 
20th century material to the base of excavation at 1.25m (Hurst 1988). This is consistent with other 
archaeological works in the area such as the watching brief (WSM 33531) undertaken before the 
construction of Waitrose to the north which revealed large amounts of modern industrial material 
spread across the site for ground levelling purposes. Below this, significant archaeological deposits 
of Romano-British date were found, as well as some that are possibly Saxon in date (Goad 2007). 

Aims 

The aims and scope of the project are to observe and record archaeological deposits, and to 
determine their extent, state of preservation, date and type, as far as reasonably possible within 
the confines of the proposed groundworks. 

Methods 

General specification for fieldwork 

WA 2012a 

Sources consulted 

HER 

 Sources cited by the HER 

 1885 Ordnance Survey Map 

 Bibliographic references 

Date of fieldwork 

29 July 2013 

Dimensions of excavated areas observed –  

Services  length 9.70m 

    width 0.30-1.0m 

    depth 0.60m 
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Access to or visibility of deposits 

The trenches were hand excavated to a maximum depth of about 0.60m allowing close inspection 
of all deposits during excavation. Hand excavation also allowed for the greater potential for the 
retrieval of artefacts. The sections and the base of the trench were hand cleaned in order to 
observe archaeological deposits. 

Statement of confidence 

Access to, and visibility of, deposits allowed a high degree of confidence that the aims of the 
project have been achieved. 

Deposit description 

Context Type Description Depth (below 
ground level) 

100 Modern 
surface 

Brick surface with layers of sand and grey stone aggregates below 
acting as levelling deposits. 

0.00-0.35m 

101 Makeup or 
levelling 
deposit 

Soft dark grey clinker and ash deposit containing 19
th
 and 20

th
 

century pottery. 
0.35-0.60m 

 

Discussion 

The areas excavated did not exceed 0.60m in depth and only layers dating from the 19th century at 
the earliest were observed. This is consistent with the evaluation to the north undertaken in 1988 
(Hurst 1988) which concluded that medieval and earlier archaeological features are deeply buried 
below modern deposits. The limited depth of excavation during this project means that none of 
these medieval or earlier deposits were reached. 

Conclusions 

The excavations observed during this watching brief revealed no significant archaeological 
deposits, features or artefacts. The potential remains for significant deposits and features to exist 
at a greater depth below the modern deposits, as has consistently been seen within previous 
archaeological work across the area. The site is within a Scheduled Ancient Monument considered 
to have contained salt works from at least the Iron Age period until the modern era so features 
from all of these periods are potentially present. 

Publication summary 

Worcestershire Archaeology has a professional obligation to publish the results of archaeological 
projects within a reasonable period of time. To this end, Worcestershire Archaeology intends to 
use this summary as the basis for publication through local or regional journals. The client is 
requested to consider the content of this section as being acceptable for such publication. 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on behalf of Western Power Distribution at 33-
35, High Street, Droitwich, Worcestershire (NGR SO 9003 6338; HER ref WSM 49621). This site 
has good potential for the survival of significant archaeological remains, lying within a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument encompassing the site of salt works from at least the Iron Age period onwards. 
The trenches were not excavated beyond 0.60m below the present ground surface, revealing 
clinker and ash deposits with 19th and 20th century debris. The potential remains for significant 
deposits and features to exist at a greater depth below the modern deposits, as has consistently 
been seen within previous archaeological work across the area. 



Worcestershire Archaeology            Worcestershire County Council 

 

 
Page 3 

Acknowledgements 

Worcestershire Archaeology would like to thank the following for their kind assistance in the 
successful conclusion of this project, Mark Bates and Caroline Sinclair (Western Power 
Distribution), and Jacqueline Allonby (English Heritage). 

Bibliography 

Goad, J, 2005    Archaeological watching brief at Waitrose, Saltway, Droitwich, Worcestershire, 
Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County Council, 
unpublished report 1303, WR 10134, dated March 2005 

Hurst, J D, and Rees, H, 1992    Pottery fabrics; a multi-period series for the County of Hereford 
and Worcester, in Woodiwiss, S G (ed), Iron Age and Roman salt production and the medieval 
town of Droitwich, CBA Res Rep, 81 

Hurst, J D, 1988    Archaeological site evaluation at the rear of 35, High Street, Droitwich, An 
Interim Report, Archaeology Section, Hereford and Worcester County Council, unpublished report 
8, WR 4810, dated March 1988 

Hurst, J D, 2001    Desk based assessment of land off Saltway, Droitwich, Worcestershire, 
Archaeological Service, Worcestershire County Council, report 942, WR 9307, dated 4 January 
2001 

IfA 2008    Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief, Institute for Archaeologists 

Vaughan, T M, 2003    An archaeological watching brief at Saltway, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, 
Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County Council, 
report 1197, WR 9606, dated 16 December 2003 

WA 2012a    Manual of service practice, recording manual, Worcestershire Archaeology, 
Worcestershire County Council, report 1842 

WA 2013    Proposal for an archaeological watching brief at 33 and 35, High Street, Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire, Worcestershire County Council, unpublished document dated 16 May 2013, 
P4143 

WCC 2010    Standards and guidelines for archaeological projects in Worcestershire, Planning 
Advisory Section, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service, Worcestershire County 
Council unpublished report 604, amended July 2012 

WCC 2013    Written Scheme of Investigation for an archaeological watching brief at 33 and 35, 
High Street, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service, 
Worcestershire County Council, unpublished document dated 16 May 2013 

Williams, P, Hurst, J D, Pearson, E and Darch, E, 2002    Archaeological evaluation of land off 
Saltway, Droitwich, Worcestershire, Archaeological Service, Worcestershire County Council, report 
948, WR9306, dated 29 January 2002 

Woodiwiss S G (ed), 1992    Iron Age and Roman salt production and the medieval town of 
Droitwich. CBA Res Rep 81 

  



Worcestershire Archaeology            Worcestershire County Council 

 

 
Page 4 

Figures 

  



HILL END

THE VINES

Droitwich Canal Chapel

Old
Market

Q
U
E
E
N
 S

TR
E
E
T

Tel Ex

Shelter

Statue

Parish

Whittingham

B
 4

0
6
5

B 4090

R
IC

K
E

T
T

'S
 L

A
N

E

ST GEORGE'S

H
E
R

IO
T
T
S

S
T

 A
N

D
R

E
W

'S
 S

T
R

E
E

T

CRESCENT

C
O

U
R

T

HANBURY STREET

G
U

R
N

E
Y

S
 L

A
N

E

HIGH STREET

VINES LANE

ST GEORGE'S

Court

Bridge

SALTWAY

Church

SQUARE

Centre

Car Park

389900 390000 390100 390200

2
6
3
3
0
0

2
6
3
4
0
0

2
6
3
5
0
0

site

Worcester

Figure 1Location of the site
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Plates 

 

Plate 1 The site looking south-east 

 
 

Plate 2 Deposits observed within the trench  
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Appendix 1   Technical information 

The archive  (site code: WSM 49621) 

The archive consists of: 

 1  Field progress report AS2 

 7  Digital photographs 

 1  Trench record sheet AS41 

 1  Copy of this report (bound hard copy)  

 

The project archive is intended to be placed at: 

Worcestershire County Museum 

Museums Worcestershire 

Hartlebury Castle 

Hartlebury 

Near Kidderminster 

Worcestershire DY11 7XZ 

Tel Hartlebury (01299) 250416 

  




